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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Egypt and Sudan. 


PART CXXVII. JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1910. 


JJ 33/29/161 No. 1. 

Sir M. Lam/ison to Viscount Halifax.—(Received January 3. 1940.) 

(No. 1548 E.) , „ 

M’v Lord, Cairo, December, 10, 1939. 

J WITH reference to Foreign Office circular despatch of the 4th November, 
ISKtii. I have 1 he honour to transmit .herewith statistics relating to the foreign 
trade of Egypt for the first nine months of 1839, with comparative figures for 

1938. ' .... 

2. The total trade (exclusive of bullion am! specie) amounted to 
.6E.4B,862,000, compared with ££.46,016,000 during the first nine months of 1938, 
an increase of £E,84fM)0G, 

3. I m [i or Is we re val i red at £E .24 , 820,000, a dec li ] te o f £ E .811.0 [ H > (:oi n pa red 
with the 1938 total of ££.25,631,000, Exports, on the other hand, were higher 
at .££.22,042,000, compared with ££>20,385,000, an increase, of CEJ,657,000, 
due to the larger volume of exports of raw cotton this year, At the close oi 
the third quarter of 1939 there was an adverse visible trade balance of 
££.2,190,000 (taking into account re-exports valued at ££.588,000), compared 
with an adverse balance of ££.4,608,000 at the same date last year (when 
re-ex ])orts totalied £ E, 5 7 8,000). 

4. Imports into Egypt by the undermentioned countries during the first 
nine months of 1039 exceeded their purchases by the amounts shown:— 



£E. 


ME. 

United Stales 

1,015,000 

Norway 

352,000 

Chile 

805,000 

Iran 

320,000 

Belgium ... 

854,000 

Netherlands 

230,000 

Dutch East Indies 

674,000 

Yugoslavia 

221,000 

Koumama 

489,000 

Finland 

210,000 

Germany ... 

385,000 

Ceylon 

150,000 

1 Lai y 

866,000 



win 1st purchases by the following countries exceeded (heir 

sales to Egypt by 

amounts shown: — 





MIL 


ME. 

Japan 

44,000 

Spain 

203,000 

United Kingdom 

723,000 

Greece 

126(000 

India . 

506,000 

Palestine ... 

124,000 

Switzerland 

480,000 

Estonia 

119.000 

France 

434,000 

China 

119,000 


5. Exports to the United Kingdom increased from ££.0,983,0011 (34-2 per 
cent.) to ££.7,574,0011 (34 4 per t om,) due to larger purchases of cotton this year* 
Imports from the United Kingdom also showed considerable exp ansi on, totalling 

11390 [22602J b 
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£E .6,851 >000 027-6 pet cent.), or more than £E.l million above the JE.5,7^,000 
(22”5 per cent.) of the first nine months of 1038, Imports of United Kingdom 
cotton piece-goods remained fairly steady at £E ,415,000, compared with 
£E.420,Q00, and our coal deliveries (including briquettes) increased from 866.000 
tong to 1,000,000 tons. Other imports from the United Kingdom whidh showed 
substantial increases were (diemical products, rails, iron and .steel gWs, machines 
and looms for weaving, and arms and ammunition. 

6. Exports to France ruse From £E. 1*677,000 to £E. 2,010,000, cotton being 
the principal factor in the inclose. Inqi^tts from France were also higher at 
,$E. 1,576,000, compared with £E. 1,248,000. 

7. Geniiany’s purchases declined from £K, 2,628,000 to £E. 2,214,000, anti 
her sales to Egypt from £E. 2,835,000 to £E. 2,599,000, the decreases in both 
eases being mainly due to the outbreak of war and the cessation of trade between 
the two countries during the last, month of the period under review, 

8. Imports from Italy showed a considerable fall to £E. 1,300,000, compared 
with £E. 1,770,000, chiefly due to the contraction of her cotton piece-goods trade 
t.his year, deliveries being valued at only ££.463,000, compared wit.li £E 763,1100 
in the corresponding period of 1938, Iler purchases from Egypt were also lower 
at £E, 1.003.000, compared with £E. 1,200,000, due to snudler takings of cotton. 

9. There was a further decline in imports from Japan from £E, 712,000 
t o £ I. 537,00(), hia t t h at coo 11 tt ‘y ’ s pu roll a ses i n cieased f ram £ K. 1,228,C)00 to 
£E. 1,471,000 consequent, upon larger raw cotton purchases this year. 

10. Imports from the United States showed little change at £E. 1,700.000, 
compared with £E. 1,734,000, whilst that country’s pun bases from Egypt rose 
from £E, 400,060 fo £E. 781,000, still, however, leaving an adverse balance of 
over a million pounds for the first nine months of 1980. 

It. Imports from Belgium remained constant at £lv 1,332,000, compared 
with EE, 1,344.000, whereas evpolls tb Belgium were rather better at £E. 478,000, 
against £13 292,000, Here. again* the balance of trade is much against Egypt. 

12. Egypt’s raw cotton exports for the first nine months of 193& totalled 
0 , 288 , 61.10 can tars, valued at Elv (6 >058,000. compared with 5,615,000 can tars, 
valued at £E, 14,816,000, in Ihc corresponding period of 1038. There was thus 
u fall of under 4 percent, in average value per tantai', The principal purchasing 
countries were:— 


PurfhfLiidFJ Country, 

First nine months of— 

~r 

1058. itasa 

I in: rente [+) or 
Decfeate ( —) 
in 1939. 


IE. 

£E. 


£8, 

Uiiitefl Kingdom 

1,328,556 

y ,310,003 

+ 

987,347 

France ... 

1,551,619 

1,894,326 

4- 

342,079 

Guruiiaity 

2,249,200 

1,705,580 

— 

640,646 

Japan ... 

1,083,761 

1,237,093 

+ 

150,042 

liidlft 

1. £168,290 

070,568 

— 

97.707 

Switzerland 

699,04.1 

918,328 

+ 

8 if684 

Italy . 

t.mm 

844,151 

•w—r ■ 

211,772 

United Sltdee. 

860,203 

870,234 

I" 

219,001 

ltburniinia ... . 

521.406 

412,041 


108,704 

PoUtid ... ... 

132,6# 

879,360 

— 

58,313 

T-otftl (irtcliiding other comUrius) 

11,815,6^1 

16,057,520 

+ 

1,211,910 


13. Exports of onions im-reased in volume from 143,556 tons to 183,742 tons, 
hut declined in value from EE. 9129,380 in the first nine months of 1938 to 
££, 914,168 this year, liice exports were also higher at 70.072 tons, valued at 
££.665,837, compared with 27,360 tons, valued at ££.,297,240, but cotton-seed 
shipments dropped from 2,137,598 ardohs, valued at £E. 1,203,329. to £465,719 
ardebs, valued at HE. 968,275. Exports of cotton-need cake were also lower in 
1939, i. he figures being 161,352 tons, valued at EE. 566,264, compared with 191,271 
tons, valued at ££. 686.388 last year. Sugar exports, on the other hand, increased 
by about ££. 2Q0.ODO to ££. 331,428. 

[4. Imports of cotton piece-goods continue Lo decline in view of the 
expansion of local production, the import value for the first nine months of 1039 


being £ E .1,217,886, com paved w i th £ E. 1.63 7.586. 1 ta ly and S n 1 1 i a we re tl lc 

principal countries to suffer, as will be seen from the following table of chief 
suppliers of cotton piece-goods to the Egyptian market— 



First rtiim months of— 

Inornate (-f) or 

Country of Origin, 

1938. 

1939. 

Dtsoreote f —) 
in 1933. 

Italy >>h ... ■ .. 

United Kingdom ... ... ... 

JnpoTi 

^Vdtkfitlapcl 

Germany • 

Belgium 

Hungary .- 

Poland ... 

France ... ... 

(■y.iieho-Sloviikiii 

India . 

702,610 

438.226 

66,614 

48.714 

37,133 

47,823 

49,076 

47,913 

0.521 

85,041 

67,452 

. 

£E. 

4C3,450 

414,543 

81,235 

55,252 

51,174 

35,707 

25,134 

23,190 

30,644 

10,457 

12,580 

£E. 

- 299,05 } 

- 14,065 

-* 2,379 

+ 6,538 

+ 14,062 

- J 3,056 

- 34,711 

- 35,715 

+ 14,328 

- 18,534 

- 54,372 

Total (including other countries) 

1,037,586 

1,217,860 

- 419,709 


(5. Other imports which registered fluctuations of note in ihc period under 
review were:— 


Commodity. 

First; nine mouths of— 

Increase i, j or 
Decrease (“f 
in 1939- 

1933, 

1939. 

Goffon ... 

Sugar 

Cyftl ... 

Diesel oils 

Bars, iron nr steel 

Bilik, fishplates, Ac., iron 

Shoot iron or steal 

£E, 

238,956 

466,071 

1,457,773 

545,493 

891,468 

110,091 

306,733 

£L. 

144,514 

108,473 

1,714,683 

410,611 

614,160 

220,506 

570,003 

££. 

- 94,442 

- 317,598 
+ 256,910 

- 98,862 
+ 222,698 
+ 110,114 
+ 100,130 


Hi. A copy of this despatch is being sc]it- Lo the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare, the Department of Overseas trade and the Middle East Intelligence 
Centre, Cairo, 

I have, Sc. 

MILES W. LAMPSGN. 
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Enclosure its No, L 


Foreign Export Trade of Egypt. 
(£K. flOO’s omitted.) 


Order 

in 

1339. 

Country. 

Imports. 

Order 

in 

1939, 

Exports, 

Nine months 
ending September. 

Nine months 
ending September. 

4030, 

I960. 


1938. 

1939. 

1 

United Kingdom 

ft,7 67 

0,651 

1 

Ilsiitl 

7,574 

2 

ra*®; KBSSy E ';*;//] 

2,835 

2,600 

2 


2,214 

3 

United States ... 

1,734 

1.706 

8 

490 

781 

4 

Frenfi'e ... 

1,218 

1.576 

3 

1,677 

2,61.0 

ft 

U til y 

1,770 


6 

1.260 

1,093 

6 

Belgium and Luxemburg 

1,044 

1,332 

9 

292 

476 

7 

Chile 

770 

91ft 


72 

50 

8 

lion muni a 

1,04ft 

m 

io 

547 

422 

9 

Dutch East Indies 

1,302 

710 

j 

23 

30 

10 

Netherlands 

544 

oil 

11 

242 

384 

n 

Japan ... ... 

712 

537 

l 

[,228 

M7I 

12 

India 

649 


ft 

uia 

1,000 

13 

Switzerland 

300 

448 

7 

021 

928 

14 

Ihin 


J tWr. u 

, , , 

a 

83 

15 

Norway .. 

356 

307 


12 

15 

16 

Hungary ..•- 

30ft 

31L 

17 

144 

214 

17 

Ctoecho-filovnliEft . 

427 

208 

10 

712 

217 

IB 

Sweden .,. . 

351 

200 

18 

150 

210 

10 

Poland-Danzig.. 

206 

282 

12 

433 

381 

20 

Y'ugashivhi ... , r„ 

150 

272 

, - i- 

61 

SI 

21 

Greece ... 

277 

204 

13 

221 

300 

22 

Finland 

240 

Mi 


12 

10 

S3 

Prtleetiue ., 

170 

268 

M 

201 

m 

24 

Cevlon 


188 


31 

36 

25 

Turkey ,, r 

141 

132 

.i i 

71 

60 

26 

China 

106 

117 

15 

77 

230 

£7 

Cyprus ... i,. ... 

117 

lift 

* i t 

33 

36 


ftri tilth Malaya.,. 

74 

103 

I ! 1- 

30 

40 

£0 

S^ria 

114 

108 

10 

141 

143 

no 

Australia 

186 

LUO 


12 

Oft 


Totals (including other 







countries) . 

35,631 

24,820 


20,585 

22,042 


[J 131/92/161 No. 2, 

Sir M i.ampson to Viscount HalifarcJ—{!t&ce Aw/ January 12.) 

(No. 6,) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 5, 1940, 

[ I1AVK the honour Lo transmit herewith a short report submitted by 
Mr. Elfimilton, iissiwtaTit oriental secretary, on n recent tour in Upper Egypt. 

2, The situation in Upper Egypt, seems for the moment satisfactory, and 
pending any serious developments in this part of the world, to be likely to remain 
so. Mr. Hamilton points out, however, that reactions amongst the fellaheen to 
any measures or conditions which they may feel to he oppressive will lie quicker 
in the present war than in lhe lasl one. The situation in this respect is being 
carefully watched, 

I have, &e 

MILES W. LAMP SON. 


Enclosure in No. 2, 


A Nat# on a Visit, to Upper Egypt— Deeemher 23-28, 1039. 

IN the course of my tour I visited Assouan, Assiout and Mink, and had 
talks with Mr consular agents and the mud ins. as well as certain notables in each 
place. 1 was also able to see Mr. On!ton, our [Insular agent at Sohaj* who 
happened to be staying at. Mini® The following are some conclusions lonfred 
regarding the present situation in those provinces,—- 

Feeling regarding present Ministry-. 

Internal politics seem to be quite dead in so far as the provinces are 
concerned The public just accepts the fact of the present Ministry, and the 
necessity of an Mat de siege, and its thoughts are entirely in the future of the 
economic; situation and the possible reaction of the war on it. 

Feeling regarding the War. 

At first ill ere was considerable nervousness displayed amongst ail clones 
regarding the possibilities of the sitnation, and this nervousness was undoubtedly 
stimulated by rumours put about by enemy agents, Tear of attack by Italy was 
soon eliminated, but there was much talk of a labour corps being raised for 
service in Europe, and the lowness of cotton prices was reported to be due to 
deliberate action oil the part of (Treat Britain. It was even put about by (it is 
said) the Italians that. Great Britain had prevented the export of cotton to Italy ( 
who was prepared to pay a high price.. Events have now proved these fears to 
he wrong. The official denial regarding the raising of a labour corps and the 
recent rapid rise in cotton prices have eliminated nervousness on these scores. 

1 Laly's non-participation has removed any immediate fear of invasion, and the 
theatre of war operations is at present so remote that public opinion has reverted 
to normal There is a general confidence in the eventual Allied victory, but 
amongst the more educated people there is a feeling of respect, for Germany s 
might and occasionally admiration when she deals Great Britain a blow, e.g., the 
Royal Oak affair, 

Econo mic S i im tion , 

The recent rise in cotton prices has had u stimulating effect throughout 
Upper Egypt, and hopes fire expressed of large future profits, The present rise 
came too late to benefit the small man this year; the latter's circumstances remain 
straitened, but lie is full of hope for the future. Wheal and other crops arc 
doing well, and there is a general feeling of optimism regarding the trend of all 
agricultural products. There has been, as far as my iiiyes ligations went, n Use 
its thi' cost of living of about 16 20 per cent. 'Phis is being |Vli naturally by the 
poorest people the most.. The E i.-nyernimmt’s measures to prevent profiteering have 
Ijemi greatly appreciated and apparently generally successful. 

Propaganda and Broadcast!ttg. 

\ made careful enquiries regarding this, and my mi id us ion is that the 
situation is satisfactory. Enemy propaganda before mid at the outbreak of 
war had undoubtedly unsettled public opmion mid made it ultra nervous. This 
nervousness has been allayed by time and the course of events. There remains, 
however, a certain apprehension regarding the possibility nf diat&lic German 
inventions,, and the magnetic mine is quoted as one of such possible surprises. 
Tins apprehension lias been specifically engendered by enemy agents and is still 
a live factor. As regards broadcasts/the Egyptian State Broadcast is listened 
to by m per cent, of the listening public, and the foreign broadcasts only by 
selective listeners, Of the latter the Italian is the most popular h mud cast, as 
listeners argue that Italy p being at present neutral, will give the most accurate 
news. At Mink the Commandant of Police had given orders that no coffee-shop 
was to tune in on any foreign broadcast, and at Assouan I was told that German 
broadcasts are iminodialoly switched off as Ixniig offensive rubbish. Our consular 
agents seem to he active lit organising the distribution «jl propaganda sfcnt by 
tlie Publicity Section. 

I' mm] a 3 
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Administration- and Public Security, 

There is nothing special to note under these headings. The standard 
remains, if not high, at least adequate, The tnudirs at Assouan, AssiouL and 
Miniit, with whom [ talked, were all friendly and forthcoming. 'I'he 50(1 Italian 
stoneworkers at Assuan have departed, The dam at Assouan is well guarded, 
and I was impressed by the look of the troops there. At Assiout f was told hy 
Mr. Crouch, our consular agent, thai tli© Manga had Brigade was reaching a high 
standard of efficiency under its present commanding officer, who was helped by 
four mission officers.' Relittions there appeared excellent. 


Moslems and Copts. 

rhe t'opts expressed their usual nervousness about their future, but on the 
whole seemed to be taking a more realistic view of ihe position, and were less 
inclined to criticise the embassy and Uis Majesty’s Government for not inter¬ 
fering- in Egyptian politics. Last year, it will be remembered, there were loud 
demands that we should do this and that. I heard no such talk fids year. 
Bagheb Bey Hanna, whom 1 visited at Uafadim, was anxious, however, regarding 
the Islamic tendencies of the prelent Government, and at the flooding'of the 
country with uneducated and fanatical young men from the El Asnar and 
Maahads. He also expressed anxiety regarding the Palace, and hoped that we 
might use our influence to eliminate the undesirable entourage of King Furank 
He thought we might do more through Hassaneiu Pasha, 

Conclusions. 

The situation in Upper Egypt would seem for the moment generally 
satisfactory, and, pending any serious developments in the Near East anti 
Mediterranean, it is likely to remain so. The present apathetic attitude of the 
people with regard to internal politics, however, perhaps contains an element of 
danger, in that political happening in Cairo are unlikely to have rapid reactions 
in Lae provinces, ami the present Ministry can have things much its own way in 
the capital without incurring any serious opposition from the country at large. 
It would, moreover, he unwise to feel unduly confident that the people would 
necessarily remain calm if the cost of living'were to rise considerably or if the 
Government handled ineptly measures which may in tlie future become necessary 
for the prommtiun of the war. It is likely that the peasantry would react now 
much more quickly than in the last war to what they might regard as oppressive 
measures or unduly severe economic conditions, and/in so far as Great Britain is 
concerned, it would seem necessary to be more than ever on our guard against 
any actions on our or the Egyptian Governments part which" might prove 
oppressive and for which the blame could be laid at our doors. We should fun her 
spare no effort to instil confidence in the forthcoming victory of the Allies and a 
sense of security throughout the provinces. For the moment quiet confidence 
exists, but there remains sufficient of the past nervousness to provide a field of 
exploitation for enemy propaganda, which, m the event of the Allies receiving 
serious setbacks, could be utilised by enemy agents, 


J 198/92 16j 


No. 3, 


Viscount Holt Jan- to Sir ill, Lampson f Cairo) 

(No, 55,) 

_ Foreign Off tup J a rut ary 17 , 1940 . 

1 ASKED the Egyptian Ambassador to call upon me this afternoon in order 
rhai I might have ihe opportunity of speaking to him about one or two of the 
mailers to which your Excellency has recently referred in your commuidcalions 
with me. 


J kegan hy recalling to his Excellency that when he had visited me some 
mv weeks ago, he had said that the happiest relations existed between the King 
nd the Prime Minister, on the one ham), and ytaur Excellency oil the other. That 
taken mu had been most welcome to me in view of the grout importance attached 
y Iiis Majesty’s Government to friendly and effective co-operation with Egypt 


at this time, We greatly appreciated the action that Egypt had so tar taken m 
fulfilment of her obligations under the irealy, and l had no doubt that in thus 
co-operating with us, the Egyptian Government bad been influenced by two con¬ 
siderations ; firstly, by their honourable detarniinai-ioiy to live up to their treaty 
obligations, and also, I hoped, not less by their realisation that, the fate of Egypt 
was as much bound up in the result of the war as was that of 1 uear 111 it&iu, Ills 
Excellency warmly assented to my statement that (Jermaxty had now made lL 
abundantly plain "that she attached no importance whatever to the affinrations 
a ml independence of smaller peoples, and that there was. therefore, no question 
hut that, although Egypt was not actually belligerent, the present struggle was 
one of vital interest to her future, 

% i then went on to tell his Excellency that I had observed with great regret 
during the last few weeks one or two instances when Anglo-Egyptian co-opera¬ 
tion had been hampered. We had been obliged to represent that the present Cliiel 
of Staff of the Egyptian array was an obstacle in the path of the greater efficiency 
0 f that force. 1 understood that the Prime Minister had promised your Excellency 
that the Chief of Staff should be removed, and t regarded this as a question 
directly affecting 1 lie safety of Egypt, in regard to which the best efforts we might 
make were being grievously bumpered by the inefficiency of the individual in 
question. In these circumstances 1 was bound to press that there should be no 
delay in his removal, 

L The next matter that had caused me concern was what had appeared to 
me like the exploitation by the Prime Minister of l lie friendly and in for null 
invitation recently sent to him by the Governor-General of the Sudan te> visit 
Khartum. According to my information, the Prime Minister had greatly 
magnified and extended the scope of this invitation with the result of very 
undesirable publicity and with not inconsiderable risk of raising the Sudan issue 
at ei time when there wets plenty of readiness in foreign quarters to fish in any 
troubled waters. We all of us appreciated the difficulty of the Sudan question, 
but this was certainly neither the time nor the fashion in which to bring it 
forward. 

5. Lastly, 1 told his Excellency that, my attention had been drawn to the 
fact that a number of Egyptians known to he'well disposed towards this country 
had for one reason or another been dismissed from their appointments In recent 
months, while on the other hand certain individuals known to lye unfriendly to 
Great Britain had been retained. I said 1 had no desire to enter into details, hut 
1 was concerned over the multiplication of minor difficulties, and it was for this 
reason that f bad judged it well to speak in a fashion quite friendly and informal 
to the Ambassador, lie would from Ida experience here be urn lev iso doubt that 
the British people were entirely determined, whatever the cost, to see this war 
successfully through. On that issue, as I had said Indore, the future of Egypt 
depended, hind \ had every ■ onfidgnee in the manner in which your Excellency 
was disHiurging the heavy responsibilities that the war had brought. It was 
therefore with the object of facilitating tlie collalioration of our two countries 
that I had drawn the Ambassador's attention to these matters that might, if not 
expeditiously treated, lend to unnecessary trouble which it was lei the interests 
of l)oth our countries to avoid, 

(i, 1 1 he A mb ass a c lor at * >nee said that he w us i n ag reel no tu with me hi i ega r d 

Lt> ihe first two points concerning the Chief id' Staff and ihe Khartum visit The 
Chief of Stall was a very tiresome fellow; the King disliked him, and he assured 
me that both on this point as on the question of the Khartum visit we need have 
no anxiety as to the rnatters being speedily adjusted in the sense we desired, 

7. Gu the third matter, he said that we were exaggerating the importance 
of what was little more than a personal intrigue. Amin Osman was a conceited 
young man and had got. across all the other Ministries and his services had been 
dispensed with because of the difficulties which he was perpetually making, lie 
was naturally sore with Ahmad Kemat who filled the post of chairman of the 
Alexandria Municipality that. Amin Osman would himself have wished lo 
occupy. Nor was it true to say that Ahrnm! Kemal was anti British, h was, he 
feared, the common practice in Egypt for persona who were dismissed for 
perfectly legitimate reasons to lodge their complaints with the British Embassy, 
but ho could assure me that there was really no distinction between pro-British 
and anti-British in Egypt inasmuch as the whole population realised the force 
of what 1 had put to him earlier and wished Jo see the Allies victmlous, 
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H r I told his Excellency that 1 had no wish to engage in a discussion on 
personalities nor was I at all equipped to do so. Bui I was concerned to press 
die general principle of what I had said upon him and upon Ills Govermnent. 
Lf is Excellency tindertoob to transmit what I had .said to the Prime Minister, 
bm said that op that third point which I had mentioned he_ would also 
have to transmit to him the explanation of the facts and personal tics that he 
hud returned to me, 

1 am, &c, 

HALIFAX, 


[J 201/51/16] No, 4. 

Su ,3/, Umysm to Vi&count Halifax.—(Received January 18.) 

(No. 2* ) ^ 

My Lord* Cairo , January 0, 1940, 

I AM re purling in another ddgpatch on the visit of the (lover nor-Genera l 
of liit 1 Sudan to Egypt, hut I have thought it best to record in a separate despatch 
certain developments in the Egyptian attitude towards the Sudan which have 
been attracting ai tent ion for acme time and which formed the background of 
some of Sir Stewart By Epics 1 & conversations during his stay here. The best recent 
dkppsitipn of the forms in which the Egyptian interest in the Sudan is showing 
itself is in be found in the enclosed extract from the Sudan Monthly Intelligence 
St un an try for June Iasi, paragraphs 130B to 1311. The second enclosure to this 
deapatdi consUlte of copies of two letters from the Sudan Agent lo tlm Civil 
Secretary at Khartum, setting out in raj her more detailed form some further 
manifest a tions of Egyptian interest iu the Sudan. 

2. Egyptian attempts at penetration have been concentrated mainly in the 
three chan ruffs of commerce, education and religion, 

;1 The "'Sudan Permanent Committee” liegan ns an oil shoot of the 
Ministry of CoEUueree and Industry, though its representation is now intended 
to extend outside the purely commercial field. It has never taken any effective 
action with regard to the Sudan. Most of its members know nothing of Sudan 
affairs, and they have in the main eon fined themselves to pious aspirations for 
uIdler contact between Egypt and the Sudan by means, of unification of 
customs tariffs and the improvement of communications. A more positive step 
was taken hy the despatch of Abdullah Bey A baza to the Sudan to hll the newly 
created post of Egyptian Economic Expert. Em his functions are ill-defined 
and his activities somewhat haphazard. The main result of bis appointment has 
heed to keep the Sudan permanently before the minds of Egyptian Ministers, &c... 
and to create a certain amount of publicity for the 11 Sudan question 11 in the 
Egyptian press. 

4. In ihe matter of education there has for some time been a desire on the 
part of the Egypt inn* to establish an Egyptian secondary school iu the Sudan, 
This project Inis Iwen discussed in the Egyptian press at various times, rind the 
Govt 1 ]-nor-General had reason to complain to the Egyptian Government of the 
procedure hy which measures such as those closely concerned with Sudan internal 
affairs were ventilated in official and press circles iu Egypt without any reference 
l" bun. The latest position in this mutter is shown in the third enclosure to this 
despatch, which is a copy of a record of a conversat ion between Sir Stewart Byrnes 
and the Minister of EdueatirJii during the former's recent, visit to Cairo. The 
i lovcrm r General made it Hem 1 to Nokrashi Paslm tlmt the last word in this 
matter rested with the Sudan Government, and that they would only give their 
consent provided i bat certain conditions to ensure orderly development of 
education ill the Sudan were first fulfilled, Education is also the chief point of 
ftLtark in the Egypt- 1 an attempts to secure the appointment of Egyptian officials 
in the Sudan Government service, The Egyptian Government complained with 
-omo vehemence ^earlier last year when certain educational posts in the Sudan 
were advertised in England but not in Egypt, and they have since shown a desire 
to Had Egyptians to take up other educational posts there. It may well be that 
the motive behind this is the thought that the presence of Egyptian school'-teachers 
si ml lecturers will provide the best means of spreading Egyptian propaganda, In 
spite uf lb ib desire on the part, of the Egyptian authorities, however,, it has been 



exceedingly difficult to find suitable Egyptians who are both qualified and willing 
io take up positions iu the Sudan, Complaints have also been received by the 
Sudan Agent from time to time when dealing with the Egyptian authorities on 
this question that Egyptians are never taken fully into the Sudan Government 
service, hut are only seconded from the Egyptian service for a limited period or 
given short contracts, which prevents them from rising to high positions in the 
service, 

5. The religious attack has manifested itself partly in the assistance given 
to Moslem institutions in the Sudan hy charitable Egyptian Moslems (e.gr., the 
gift, of £E, 100 by Prince Omar Tousaouu to the Mosque of Juba), But the 
centre of attention lias been the question of the M&ahad (Religious Institution); 

I have already had occasion to forward to your Lordship a copy of a record of 
a conversation between Sir Stewart Byrnes and the Hector of El Azhar on this 
subject (my despatch No; 12Gb of the 11th Kovemljer, 1938), .and the question was 
fijain discussed at some length hy Sir Stewart Byrnes during his recent visit to 
Cairo with the .Rector, as shown by the enclosed record. Sir Stewart Byrnes 
reiterated the j join l of view which has been previously expressed to the Egyptian 
authorities that the opinion in the Sudan would prefer to maintain the existing 
independence of the Sudan Maahail rather than see it subordinated to an 
Egyptian inti i In lion. Since his return Sir Stewart Byrnes has had a long letter 
from the Sheikh cl Mamghi expressing the view that the Sudanese are really in 
favour of affiliating the Omdurman Muahad to El Azhar, but. are afraid to say 
so because they think that the Governor-General would not like it. In the same 
letter the sheikh touches on the question of making prayers for the King of 
Egypt obligatory in mosques in the Sudan. King Earouk, in the course of the 
audience which he gave to Sir Stew-act Byrnes, showed, in somewhat guarded 
terms, the interest which lie took in this matter, amt Sir Stewart. Wynnes was also 
pressed by the I Time Minister to take some official action in this direction. 
Sir Stewart SymeaT line has boon that the religious leaders in the Sudan are free 
to prav for whom they like, anti that if is not for him, a Christian and an 
Englishman, to dictate’ to them in a religious matter, 

ft Coinciding with the Governor General's visit there was a marked 
recrudescence of activity in the Egyptian press cm the subject of Ihe Sudan 
This culminated in a tendentious: report on Sir Stewart Byrnes’# <KindersaLions 
which appeared in H Mohattam on the 1st December, and was subsequently 
found to represent a communique emanating from the Prune Ministers office, 
Other papers have since complained of the preponderant part played by the 
British in they ad mi lustration of i he Sudan, and expressed a desire to see' more 
Egyptian officials instsilied, and, in particular, on Egyptian Deputy Governor 
General. The note pub!ished in the Mokalium was inaccurate in many places, 
and gave a totally false impression of the tone of the G over nor- Gen era IT con 
versa!ion, The fuel that it was given oul by the Prime Minister's office, coupled 
with other indications of his attitude, lent colour to the view that Alv Maher 
Pasha, perhaps nt the instigation of, and certainly in concert with, the Palace, 
is sponsoring a drive towards the Egyptianisntion of the Sudan. It has been 
suggested that in order to counter this propaganda the Prime Minister's aiteniinn 
should be called to the unfortunate effect which this kind of thing lias oh Aiigto- 
Egyptian relations, particularly at the present time when any trace of dissension 
between the two allies can lie and is seized on hy hostile propaganda. It 1ms 
also been suggested, as a more long-range policy, that Sudanese nationalism 
should be encouraged as lhe l>esl defence for the Sudan against excessive Egyptian 
nationalism. Borne observations on (he growth of Sudanese nationalism are 
included in the earlier paragraphs of the extract from the I intelligence Summary 
enclosed herein, finally, it lifts been suggested that counter propaganda might 
la 1 done in the Egyptian press with a view to showing that Egyptian penetra¬ 
tion is not welcome in the Sudan,, that the Egyptians are incapable of helping 
in its administration and have not been able to supply eamlid.ftl.es for the posts 
ottered to them. I discussed these possibilities with the Governor General during 
bis visit, mid lie has since sent, me a note on ibe subject, of which a copy is 
enclosed. The conclusions of this note arc that the chief concern of I Its Majesty’s 
Government in the Bud an, namely, cheap and efficient administration for tin: 
benefit of the inhabitants, cannot he realised if indiscriminately selected Egyptians 
participate in the Government services; that Sudanese national sentiment is still 
fluid and may suffer modification in several directions, and that Egyptian 









attempts al iienetration are likely in be spasmodic, and van probably be be,ill 
uith by the creation of better machinery for keeping the l^vpimn Government 
■ nformed about Sudan affairs, while oppoeik « policy ot violas P“®'« 
resistance res attempts which may be made to introduce violent changes m the 
Sudan in favour of the Egyptian partner to the i Emdomimii.m. hi a siiijsequciu. 
communication, Sir Stewart Symes has replied to an enquiry from me to the 
effect 111 in. lie does not advocate action With the Prime Minister at the 
stage unless there are signs that the propagandist activities of the Egyptian 

authorities may be translated into action. , . , 

7 Further evidence of the Egyptian desire to make propagaiula m the 
Sudan is provided by the Prime Ministers proposal to visit the Mu au next 
month. aceompanled? by two otlier Ministars an dt d pjidy of ten members of ■ J1 ' ■' 
ment- for which please see Khartoum telegram No, l of the ’2nd January uud 

eonnevted cor respondent. . . D . Ci . « 

B 1 am sending a copy ol this despatch to Sir MeuuiL >.)ims r 

[ have, ffiu. 

MILES W, LAMPNOX. 


Enclosure l in No, 4 , 

(Secret,) 

Extract from Sudan Monthly ItUdiigence Summary, No. ti 4 , for Jane 1939 . 
******* 

Local Ar fa irs. 

1800, &udtttitiW Nationalism* 

This seems an appropriate moment tor reviewing, in gome detail, the recent 
gI0w th and crvatatlisation of the Nationalist epirit aiiKing ilieednviilol Mum 
tvho hi tin- ,>m ul least seem inclined to take mlvartttige of Hie prcsenl inter- 

national situation to enforce their claims, ... . * 

in its present form this spirit emanates from a widespread crupinm of 
political consciousness and amour prvpre, winch il not purely causeil by 1^ 
conclusion of the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty, is, nevertheless, m the immediate scusi ; 

iariiMv the result oi" that event. _ 

° There is no doubt that the majority of Spcl'aiuie .Nationalists were 

disappointed in the new Egyptian aiutnde towage the 1 

the treatv From demanding independence tor (.be whole Nile \jl!e.V. pne 
fln j indivisible" the Egyptian patriate had changed into willing partite with 
the Eritisli, demanding. and obtaining, in theory at least, an equal sliare in he 
SlteS Suzerainty over the Sudan.0 The Egyptian “brother and lellmv- 
Nationalist had time become. for the time king at leant, a ruler, and many ot 
the eduraierl Sudanese looked with disfavour Ol) hi* reappi-iiram* 111 .V ,J ‘ S 
| la. return of the option troops, “ a second army of oeruiaana, a* many 
of them called it. evoked little enthusiasm among them. . 

It should lie borne in mind that the status nl iliu Egyptian^ m to . iidtui. 

.] ( ue i. i lnt! hamred in theory, is, in fact, quite different to-day Iroia what it was 
before 192-1, In the former period Egypt herself wa* under Hntish rule, »«&»* 
nHe Sudan the Egvptim. “ partners were rather fellmv-subjee * o the 
" ubuiese an eo-ruirs with the British. To-day, however, the Egyptians, 
hlepSnt. and allies of the British on a footing of equality, appear to the 
Sudani in quite & different liglil. 

1303, Congress: The Basalt of the Treaty, 

Hnvine no alternative but to accept the Condominium GovenmitniL ns con 
III 1 mad by tU treaty (and, indeed, admitting that for the present there was no 
better alternative) the educated Sudanese, nevertheless, recanted the mnnnei in 
which their tola bad been decided without any reUfflire to ilwir vuw* limy 
fell their position to be humiliating, and solved that within the Immuwoik ut 
tho poudomiiiiuni Government, they must develop and declare that uuLonuinmiH 

pi a rtat&t issue ol tlw Owtntt Mag«*in* eciufcftimni an opm jibu nl She Egyptian & 

ill ill it* BflnfliS- 


ideutily, separate from both England and Egypt, which had begun to take shape 
some years ago under the slogan *■* The Sudan tor the Sudanese Y ’; that they must, 
formulate and express a collective point of view which the condominium partners 
would have to take into account. This reaction took concrete shape in the 
Li i' at 1 nates ’ Congless, 

1304) Wha t precisely i$ t he (*o « gresr ? 

It is clear from the above that the 11 r ml nates' Congress was intended by it a 
authors to tie tho embryonic organ Of Sudanese nationalism, a self-constituted 
advisory body, representing, to begin with, only the izitfdti.ijent&ia, but, so its 
promoters hoped, gradually widening its basis to include other elements as they 
became politically oonsuiniis. Briefly, then, congress was to Ijc the nucleus of the 
future Parliament of tho Sudan, and this is how the entire eel united class sens it. 

The development of Sudanese national issn at the present stage meant to the 
congress from the beginning two fundamental things: - 

(«) the disappearance of tribal separatism, and (Z>) the preservation of an 
indigenous Sudanese identity, implying rejection of the idea of 
national absorption by Egypt. 

1305. Egyptian Hostility to Congrem 

From the beginning the Egyptians, sensing the latter tendency, felt 
unfriendly towards the congress, believing that that body had been created by the 
Sudan Govcrmmuii with the object of resisting Egyptian penetration. The 
geniiilie Sudanese emphasis on an autonomous idenhiv was dismissed by the 
Egyptians as a disingenuous British invention. In this they made a grave error 
of judgment. 

Lately this Egyptian hostility to the congress has revealed itself in a number 
of instances j some of which have already been mentioned in paragraph 92, 
Appendix II, of the J5J/./..S7 for April. The latest and most conamcuop of these 
instances was the bluth return by Prince Omar Toussmin of the copy of the 
Congress Mtajtrzhte which had been sent In him. i\l-Nil reported the incident, 
with reproachful comments, expressing the hoj>e tlml the* retUTf! of the maga/me 
was a mistake and not a deliberate gesture, 

1306 . Sudanese Answer. 

]j i answer to these Egyptian suspicions and accusations, several articles by 
the advocates of Sudanese nationalism have appeared recently in the press, 
setting out the objects of congress, ami ilic Sudanese point of view in general 
Tl\e most important of thdir was an interview given by 1 smail-cl-A/hari. the 
congress secreurv. to the local correspondent of the Cairo newspaper Kl-Ahram. 
In th is interview, first published in El .Ih™, ami then reproduced in El-Nil, the 
congress sccreiary emphasised rhtd the principal aim of the congress was the 
substitution of national solidarily for i.ribii] seprnnusm. and llmt as between the 
two condominium partners congress was sir icily impnrliuh 

Other articles by congress spokesmen in the local press appealed to lire 
Egyptians to undoistuud mid sympathise with the Sudanese desire to develop 
their own nationalism, ft was muintniund in ilicsc articles 111 tit the many ties 
that bound the Sudan to Egypt could best be secured and developed on the basis 
of m separate Sudanese identify, 

131)7. O t her A apevts o f Hilda n est? A' a t ia aa Us m ; A nti- A a t i re /1 dm InUl ra t ion 
Bias. 

The ant t-tribal asiicet of Sudanese nationalism [ms also been much 
emphasised of late. Tribal divisions, at present confirmed and stimulated by the 
system of native ndTistoUtraiion must, it has been argued in a number of recent 
articles, disappear in u general national consciousness. Sudanese must cease to say 
that they are .1 null in or Dauagla or Kabbabish, and merely say that they are 
Sudanese, 

It has also been statedly one vvrilcr. I hough on whai uulhority is not yet 
known, that the intention is gradually taking shape of widening the basis of 
congress and changing aLs ikssigmtfion from ' Mm Graduates' 1 'nngvess " to 
" The Sudanese National Congress’ M s,, ih-u nuigress “ shall become a IkhIv for all 
S m Ian esc. ’' This Lille was, in fact, printed in big head-lines by AY-.Vf/, when 








!Sporting this statement. The idea is. of cwne. faultwtie tor the present, and » 
dtverS ftioi the terms of the congress " manifesto to the ttfjWj 
it. may be strongly doubted whether congress is really contemplating any aub 
expansion in body or title. As a strew in the wind, however, the statement is 

intuiting. 0 | t |,j s pleading, at the present moment, far a common 

nationalism', represented by ingress, as opposed to the tribal Morel -»™t 
in the native administration system, is the result of the wtelhMnttau » hist 
reaetion to the retirement of Sir Stewart Synies and the appointment of the nei 
Governor-General 

1308. Egyptian Penetm tion . 

Indiealions oonlinuc to accumulate of a quiet bill persistent Egyptian <mn- 
paign of penetration, along economic, cultural and sent.mw.lal I lies. he 
foremost feature on the horizon at the moment is (he proposal by the Lgy p 
EnKto stert a secondary school in Khartum, It is the general relief here 
that this school whatever (lie initial conditions of its foundations, will, like the 
Cornboni College and the Coptic School, sooner or later, be open to Sudanese boysi 
and that it will play an important part in the educational developnwj:_of the 
Sudan. The mttjoritv of Sudanese welcome .1 as a new centre of enluhlamwt m 
■i backward country that needs as many schools ns it can get. and hope that, b' 
keeping its fees low and ofteriiJ a large number ot free vacancies, the new school 
wil make secondary education available to a large number ot Sudanese boys "bo 
, • me (o go without it. A few of the more .liserimiimting Sudanese, however, 
view the 1 propusid with emphatic consternation. Those cntfcu have a low op.nion 
of Egypt an education; they distrust its methods and its bias, and do nut wish o 
see f planted in the Sudan. They are afraid, too. that a school which will be 
aide (tLy say) to command a more competent si nil than anything the b>ndftn_haa 
vet produced, will make an appeal to Sudanese parents which will result ill a 
depreciation of Sudan (Invernriient'edueatii.aial sna res. 

1309. Cultural Contmts. 

Around this new school and the headquarters of the economic adrisqr 
{Abdullah Bey Abaza) it R proposed to work out a scheme of ctilturnL 
the nucleus of which will be ail Egyptian library sitimted in 
adviser’s offices. Otter features- of the scheme will be the holding of chutes in 
Khartum and Omdunvmn for leaning the Koran, arid the organised exchange ut 
cultural visits between Lbo two countries, It would indeed. that whal is 

contemplated is something very much in the nature oi an Egyptian comiterpaii 
of the Sudan Cultural Centre* This is particularly unfoiluiuU.c, stucotho Sudani 
Cultural Centre is intended to be n general and * mixed centre of British and 
.\ ra b culture, and to include all elements, British, biulnueae and Egyptian. I he 
Egyptians, however, seem to regard it a* a British sell erne from which they are 
|Jr ne left out St is hoped that this misapprehension will be corrected, and that 

will he possible to amalgamate the two schemes, especially m respect ot the 
Arabic library, thus Voiding duplication and the unfortunate appearance ot 

rivalry. 

1310 , hittmhd Visit- by Kiruj Furuk. ^ 

Lastly it is being openly circulated that His Majesty King l 1 unik intends 
to visit the Sudan next winter. Apart from officially opening the Jcbel Au ia 
i'hm and laying the foundation stone of the pro}wised jSeeomhiry school Ills 
Majesty will.'it is lining said, pruseni lliu Sudnn wilh » ImspiUl for eve and ear 
d i senses. T he g coat imp rovemei its w h i r h a re be ing tut rot 3 l ice t! i n to Ai >«-cl- L# \ i 
Brv's house on the river-front arc said to be not unconnected with the idea oi 
this Royal visit, The Sudanese students in Egypt have telegraphed their 
gratitude to the King for bis intention to visit then country, 

1311 . MU'celltineous. 

Meanwhile, Abdullah 1% Abasia is studying Lbe possibility oi linking lLaha 
to Shellal by a motor load, and the Egyptian Lind wavs have reduced ihcn ai v* 
for all Sudanese students in Egypt to and from Sheila! by mi per cent. 

All Lb is Egyptian penetration activity is natural, and a good deal ot it is* 
in substance, unexceptionable, but the method of direct approach by the Egyptian 
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Government (of which Egypt shows itself repeatedly guilty) is wrong, being a 
clear infringement of the lights of the Condominium Government which repre¬ 
sents both partners. The answer, of course, is that Egyptians really and not 
altogether unnaturally regard the (•imdammuim (lover in non! as essentially 
British, and cannot feel that they are sufficiently represented in its policy or 
actions. Whatever, therefore, the position is in constitutional theory, in fact, 
wo shall always be likely to see the Egyptian Government acting in a competitive 
manner vis-a-vis the Condominium Government in the Sudan, 

##$### 


Enclosure 2 in No. 4. 


(I) 


Sudan Agent to (fie Civil Secretary> Khartum, 


(Secret,) 1Q39. 

J FEEL that Lhe present moment is opportune for setting forth in some 
detail the efforts that are now being made here to encourage peaceful penetration 
uf Egyptian officials and Egyptian culture into the Sudan, 

2. In the past, of course, Fuad Pasha Abaza has encouraged interest in the 
Sudan by means which it is unnecessary for me to enlarge upon heie. Fuad 
A baza is, like the rest of his clan, no altruist, and ids methods and actions have 
had, as their ultimate aim, his own advancement and aggrandisement, 

3. Abdel Rahman Fikri Jiey, the Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of 
Commerce, has kept interest alight in the 1 Chamber of Deputies on Sudan 
questions, and his remarks on Sudan matters are usually tinged with political 
colour, and the underlying suggestion that Egypt is not receiving her fair share 
of Lhe adrninistration, 

4. Abdulla! i Bey A baza has, however, outdone them all in his efforts to 
justify Ids appointment, obtain kudos and at the same time further what he feels 
are Egypt s claims in the Sudan, 

5. I am not for one moment suggesting that Abdullah Ahnza is entirely 
insincere, lie, in company with Other '"young" Egyptians, is out to try and 
bind the Sudan as closely us possible to Egypt, lie realises the paramount 
importance of the former to the latter, which fact he has had emphasised by 
Abdel Knwi Bey Ahmed. 

(j. Abdel Kawi Bey is what .1 should describe as a " good Egyptian. 1 " He, 
as nu irrigation ted mi cal expert, appreciates that Egypt's arteries are laigelv 
based on the Sudan, and he has consistently preached up here the importance 
of safeguarding their future "" blood supply " by ensuring that, Egypt must and 
shall taken lively interest in the future administration and control of the Sudan 

7. Abdullah Alumi has absorbed all that Abdel Knwi has had to say as au 
irrigation ex perl about Egypt's essential dependence on the Sudan. The result 
I in a been that Abdullah Abazn has been carrying (lie fiery torch round the various 
ollircs and Hurrying IT rider-Secretaries? into a "" c resent ir " in the Kudrin of the 
hast qualified ymmg men they luive to offer. 

8. In consequence we have (.lie first, fruits of this movement., in the well 
qualified applicants whose mimes have Been put forward for posts in the 
Educational Department where propaganda is likely to bo most Fruitful. This 
nmvc to submit names for posts advertised in England was sponsored by 
Mahmoud Bey Darwish (Secretary-General of the Ministry of Education) ail'd a 
friend of Abdullah Abasia, He showed me the memorandum he had prepared 
for the Minister on having heard that posts had Iteen advertised in The Timm 
hut not in Egypt, 

!). Similarly, Abdel Kawi Bey .aftor failing to obtain elec-1.ion on tlie Counei 1 
“f the Hop lie K^hon] in Khartum, has, together with Dai wish Boy and Abdallah, 
been moving heaven and earth to obtain the necessary funds for an Egyptian 
school in Khartum, and has now, it is said, succeeded. 

It). In addition, the Minister of Public Works wishes to visit Khartum 
shortly to examine the possibilities of opening an Egyptian hospital in Khartum. 
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, | Abdullah Afaoa has pewuded tit Ministers of Com.nflmca|gn 8 aid 

Ftnan!* to Uh* provtaicully to to link^g up of thefc^^d Egypt by 
telephone an 3 is now at work on a roacl project with tlie same oOjeu 

' V A nicies on all Lhcl objective* have appeared with tie staU ■ 

ment t 7 nl the Kin« will lav the foundation stones of a school, hoapital and 'rosqii^ 
fmilmduXn in 11)40 when Hit MajiHg "I*"* ***** **» 

l>,ll,l l3 Whilat it is true that many of these proposals are tentative, nevm- 
thdess (here is a serious movement on foot to improve Egyptian mflneiici n i 
i ulture in the Sudan l.v sending ihe best young men they have to offer. Them 
is no doubt that when' vacancies occur in other ted,meal posts in the Mifhiu. 
every effort will be made to fill these with suitable personnel from here, even if 

" " H u' n l At t present^"suitable^candidates require increased .emoluments to go to 
the Sudan, but I have an idea that in future pressure may be cxmusjd ™ 
suited,le candidates in order to make tlieni take |XJsts m the button ,U noimal 
....iH^.ihlv with the promise of future advancement. . . 

if, | mentioned some time back that All Mahermud Biudori 1 ashas had. 
«e understood evolved a secret policy for sending Egyptian officials of good 
standi,m to 1 hr Sudan with the ultimate object of tlieu occupying posts of 
directors and sub-difeetorS of departments. A (though Buuknn now m Brussels 
""d \li Maher is in disgrace, the seeds of this idea have undoubtedly germinated. 

° lit l have rercnt.lv on two or three occasions been asked why Egyptian 
officials are only taken on seconded duty, and why shotijd they not h® taken on 
permanently, so that, they could eventually occupy senior posts. The King s 
recent remark to the Ambassador about the possibility of qn Egyptian deputy 
Governor General is another straw to show which way the wind is Mowing. 

17 1 will endeavour ($!keep you informed of any further developments. 

E. H. MACINTQSfl. 


£ u flo/> A g&tU to t h (■ (.'iv d Suv r‘c t aty , A. ka rl a ■ 

(Secret ) Cairo, August 4 1 1931). 

I AM forwarding herewith correspondence from the Uuder-Sceroini'y of 
State, Ministry of Edncaliun, on tile subject of admission of budimese into 

have seen the inspired articles which have iippenrwl m the local 
press (written hv Abdullah I lev Ahnaa) on Ibis subject. I discussed tins qimtomn 
with Sir Angus Cxillan oh bis way through, and gave it as my o,union hat the 
present aim of the Sudan Permanent Committeei and Ahdulljdi Aluwa is to set 
L mi Egyptian administrative machine in Khartum, through which Sudan 
correspondence will “ funnel 1 ' to the Egyptian tiovernment 

3 You will note from this correspondence that the Under-becretai \ oi. tale 
looks up to the Sudan Permanent. Committee ns a body with administrative and 
noi as heretofore, merely with advisory functions. He further ra,naiders .I 
sufficient to alter an arrangement already agreed upon by (he Uo}ui intJii G < ™ 
earned of troth Governments; as si i‘$auU of " a dec|Bfpn ol the human 1 ei m*\m 

Commute^ ^ ^ witll j ntereB t (.he final paragraph of the "note” put 

forward hv Ashmnwi Bey. t t1 a . 

5 j\g j have stated before, AbduUnli A baza has 1hmg out the ftuda 

Peniumeni Committee net m wide that he has now included in its TneslmH thi' 
Under-Sacrestdrv of State of every department that counts. As a result this body 
has for failed both its original advisory functions and amateur statu*. U tins 
now become an ndminiatrative council which feels itself capable of and railed 
upon to interfere in every Sudanese mailer, be it a domestic one or one m whwU 

the two countries are mutually affected, 

0 It, point of fact, the majority of the members of the Sudan } erra&nmit 
'Wittw know nothing of Sudanese altos. M a result they take whatever 
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Abdullah Abaza states about conditions there as gospel. His suggestions and 
recommendations are adopted without comment or a division, since none present 
is in a position to offer any constructive criticism. 

7. At the moment, most of the members are on European or Alexandrian 
leave, ami with the exception of inspired articles in the vernacular and English 
local papers from the pen of Abdullah Ahuza, little ia being done about Sudan 
affairs. 

A However, in a few months, I think it is certain that we may expect the 
Sudan Permanent Coininitfeee to develop an offensive designed to increase Egyptian 
penetration and culture in the Sudan. 

{). Owing to their lack of knowledge of procedure,, there are likely to be 
other cases similar to the one under review, 

10. For this reason, it will probably be advisable to take p firm Sine in this 
ope, in order to avoid future trouble of a like nature. 

I l. T would suggest that action is taken as set. forth in the final para graph 
of your C.S,/17 I), 1 of the 5th August, 1939 (which has just arrived). This 
would presumably mean that the Direcfar of Education would communicate with 
the Minister here, pointing rad that the old agreed arrangefrffint has been notified 
to all concerned, and I hat il is out of the question to change ftl this stage, oven if 
il were desirable to do so, 

E. TT MACINTOSH. 


Enclosure 3 in No, 4, 

A '(He of Conwr&athu, with Mahmoud Fuhmtj-d-Xokmfhi Pasha uit 

A t rrvmlH i‘ 25, 1939. 

(Strictly Udnfidentiah) 

HIS Excellency said the principal subject he wanted to discuss with me was 
t ho i >pa n i i Lg of a n hsy ]> | i at i scooi i da iy si; t kh>1 u s KI ta r t um. 1 said w« we re. e xce p t 
for press reports, almost completely in the dark as lo the nature of the project 
and its imminence, What was the present proposition? His Excellency replied 
that if funds admitted they had hoped to go ahead with the building and gelling 
the school under way as soon as possible, lurnd* were now a difUcnh.y, but, 
having acquired the site, they intended to make a beginning with building, 
I said f had some knowledge ol the antecedents of the question and had discussed 
it with Mohammed Pasha Mahmoud when Prime Minister; as a result of this 
discussion Awad rhrahim Bey (of the Egyptian Ministry of Ed unit lion), bad 
visited Khartum and made a report, on the project I did not recoiled! ever having 
seen the report or any further infunnation from an ofiicial. source. As ! saw it 
there were three questions involved 

(n) h was desirable to avoid raising the Coptic versus Moslem issue, and to 
provide for the BukstidiLimi of an Egyptian Government school for the present 
Coptic sccomlarv school with goodwill Otherwise there might be two rival 
Egypt inn sceoinlary schools in competition with each other. This issue and, 
indeed, the whole question of providing sccoiidary education for Egyptian boys 
in the Sudan were [ji innirity an Egyptian ami nut a Sudan Government concern 

(b) Local competition bptwwui the three secondary schools at Khartum, 
Egyptian, Comboni and Gordon Gullcgc (for Sudanese only) would be most 
nndesirnbks 

(c) The Sudan Government must ensure t ha I their policy of restricting p n ^i - 
Bccnmlarv education for Sudanese, iri ficcurdance with the labour market, was not 
f r u st rn ted, T ct a is i do red this of g re at i m port a nee, Mr. ("ox ( w 1 11 use repor I to the 
governing body of the Gordon Memorial College I promteed to send to him) had 
drawn up a comprehensive educational policy for the Sudan which had been 
accepted, and would hu implemented as our funds allowed. 

J emphasised to the Pasha that (h) and {c) ['dated to questions to which 
satisfactory answers must he given before the Sudan Go vein meat could issue a 
pcrniil for the new Egyptian school. Mis Excellency [limped a little at the word 
permit, I repeated it and said that no new school in the Sudan could lx* made 
exempt from the operation of existing laws, ] hoped that there would be no 
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difficulty in finding itfl£hM$y and agreed solution*. »j£ *■ 

I kill ifcwas better to send no Egyptians than wrong ones to appointments m the 
Sudan at present, 


Enclosure' 4 in No. 4. 

•1 iv«bm ietohm in reject of the Sudan 

{December liJSst), 

tSeeral.) rentuiv, Egypt's connexion with the territories now 

eonnlSwilhin the Vnit-ligiptian Sudan is of histprkal interest, but »« 
lint!, relcvauee to niit^ problems. Egyptian ,ntperxultet i ci.toi]*l 
taken between 18‘il and 1835 ended m military faduio and 
■idminUtrelive or gnomic benefits. but si opened up the _ ten loi v an ^ 
I-Hms ■ •nmrnuii illations, md gave some political k-oliesnui l»■ ^ 

previously a oodgewes of petty native States'Srily 
SLKb.i.n‘ t his cohesive process was deyetopcil .1 mlhei \mdm the -■ > 

.- ri iL,. ( i (Moslem) theocracy of the Mabdist regime (Lh8u .}n)> Nui>, aiu- 

(ho \ndo^ l >v|>tiiui reconquesi. the institution of a unitary government loi the 
tevrilciy I'esidL eonftmning. with recent (Egyptian) historical precedent, had 

■ certain factual value and significance. . , v - th «iu waters 

a. An indefeasible concern of Egypt m the bud an is 
. h ■ r-nnipfil and safeguard in fill circumstances, from then bourses to tno 
Fevntian fmiitier Olofely Associated with this concern is the ngeid for a [inaceful 
•ind ru di'iiv"idndnistrutlcn of the tovritory. For the (iovemment of the Sudan 
i u , |JU , [ n either unfriendly or incompetent hand* would be Raided as a nuyji 
disaster. I t is likely that this idea, operating Buhconscipnsly m feUaheen minds, 
has sudd lied much of the gravamen of loudly-voiced claims bv Egypt to an 
undiuSl sovSu over the Sudan. To ibi, p^atmMt consideration must 
Ive added impulses o^ both Egyptian Nationalist rind dynamic aims, and sent* 

™ Seat-Mosiem amidmgual—with the Northern Sudanese. 

3 * The (admittedly anomalous) Condominium Agreement of 1899, devised 
bv Lot'd Cromer, shelved rather that* settled the sovereignty mmi " 

From external (French) aggression the newly constituted territory and prodded 
fofit i?^dmiii^truiion daprfite of imposing British standards of colomal 
government and protecting the Egyptian interests as defined above, t udu iln* 
Mint-aiitenomous^administration fbe Sudan made gpod |*r.^ru*K_iiiail a breach 
in A»ghi-Egyptian political relation*, lullmvnl by disturbano^ ■■■ W 

to withdrawal bf Egyptian iniops >uul (siilionlniitte) officials finm I In country, 
t . .l.,.. jTLseimcncc mioslions of water unutrol and sovereignly, as nmtteis 

of Egyptian “ right*" in ihr Sudan, bmM again 
f in mins issues They remained so until change in t he international situation 
hil "d.u:ed Italy M» Framie) as a potential aggreoaor Stale. -"..I the monaiv .. 

" Eim'pran conflagration $» dieted Egypt to compose her differences wuli 
His Km mi nic Maiestv’s lio vein merit I he outcome was the Anglo-Egyptian 
Wy3n?Undlhip and Alliance of W in which a special (Sudan) 

article 11— 

(\) Frolonaad the condominium arrangement. 

fii 1 1 resurdied formula? under which vanous Egyptian gnovnnues conk! 
' * remedied 

liiil Declared thiii. the welfare of the Sudanese was to lie a primary 
k eon*idevatt&a hi the lulminiat ration of the temtory. 

{*) Qf, Uiu Xhodlvft'n t LtJoi 


Lord ol Nubia, Kordafnii iinul Darfur/' 



In Egyptian eyes : (i) accorded grudging recognition Lothe de facta eonsti 
Lui ional position and also n hind of irtcleniniItCittion for iidministraLivc ini ringc- 
meiils of the Condominium AgrpaibienE committed since 10125- fii) implied a 
return to the political and administrative sto™ quo ante 1024 25 in the 
territory; (iii) intiodueed a third (Sudanes-c) parly Which might- bo expected— 
or influenced—to incline favourably to EgypUah requirements in the Sudi^i. 

I n Briti$h eyes : {i) gotie ra I i v confirmed- in an y ca?e ^ pt'Q f<■'oi- -British 
poliL'y iind predominance in Ike Sudan Administration ; any implementation of 
(ii) would be mrifle subjeel to this and also to the further restriction imposed 
by Egyptian recognition of (iii). 

Sudanese opinion, not, unnaturally, was focussed chiefly on (iii) as consti¬ 
tuting an eventual claim to further political advancement, 

4, The above summaries suggest that divergencies, of view, as between the 
Auglo-Egyptian partners to the Condominium Agreement, may occur more 
immediately in respect of demands for increased Egyptian participation in the 
government, of the Sudan, The Egyptian vernacular press is constantly vocal 
on this subject as well as on the need for Moslem and cufuirid penetration 
airiongsf '‘ onr hrothoi■« in the Su<Ian. 1 ' 

The British attitude to these demands (if power politics are to bo kepi as 
itnit'll as pq^sihlo out of the argument) must: be based on. practical, clilies. Our 
t-i.se may lie peculiar in law, bul it is factually strong. The achievement of a 
>-flaLicely prospeit^is, peaceful mitl compiler,! Sudan i* an outsLanding one I’o 
impair this achievement by abrupt or drastic changes of men or methods could 
lie of small benefit to Egypt, nor would the Sudanese accept it, British tutelage 
and sound principles of administration in the Sudan must he preserved for the 
present. Modifications, whether by an increased participation of Egypt with 
Sudan affairs, or more act ive unlive Sudanese associalion in the govormnenf, may 
be required eventually, hut they should he introduced gradually only and with 
due regard to practical considerations, cjj .:— 

(«) I” a large, poor, genii-developed territory long-range beneficial policies 
are needed and tire in successful operation, 

(h) lib informed or factitious opposition, <1 tic to she exigency of party 
politics, whether in London, t.-airo nr Khartum, could act ns a chd-h 
to pmgreas. 

(r) A satisfactory “ blood ti anslosion ” in administrative cadres of '" hand¬ 
picked 11 Englishmen with indiscriminately selected Egyptians is 
impossible, The public service of the Sudan requires men of both 
races, few in number but of the best qualifies, mental, physical and 
moral, that can be obtained, 

5, Provided that these restrictions arc generally—however regretfully 
dbservad, sueeea&ive Egyptian Governments (a change of Ministry seeps to be 
nil annual event, in Cairo !) must he kept an nvirant and, by ollVinl and individual 
contacts, assisted to obtain reliable in formal ion about Sudan affairs. Their views 

.natters diicily affecting Egyptian interests in the country should be given 

sympathetio attention.. rulopteil whenever feasible. Every effort mual, lie made 

iii avoid otToiu-c t.n Egyptian nijuour ptopre qfi the sovereignty issue, In paninilai, 
all diueussions of problems affeuling Nile Waters con l ml shaft Id he engaged and 
kept, if possilde, on a technical footing, 

(>. Not withstanding these, or any oLhcr, palliative measures, wo must 
cxpeel i hat Egyptian ascendancy in the Sudan will continue to he thrust forward 
along both secular and cultural lines whenever opportunities are offered, Tim 
secular thrust may be pushed, to the extent of British endurance and, unless 
checked, beyond existing constitutional limitations. These limitations can ho 
made applicable only with difficulty if at all—to Egyptian cultural pencEra 
Lion, intimately connected as il is with Islam, which is the profession of a large 
maiority of the population in the Northern Sudan. Nevertheless, innovations 
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for lireiwr education. On such rtSUcrs the iulervcntion of flip Sudan 
on ottiwion may lio necessary in order to secure a I rce exercise ot local (Siul.uu.. -) 

1 *' 7 1'in ally two general considerations are germanfe lo tlie whole problem of 

[.oliticnf reliiiionslii its. The one is that Sudanese “?‘‘- 

meutal allegiances arc still, largely, in a formulate stale. 11. «ku g- ‘ £ 

1■■..■VI linns' preoccupation willi the Sudan and its ail airs is luihle to lx. 
uid spasmodic in nroclicc. In actual circumstances, strong tactical jtosiii'ii 
agniiJ.Cnhanassing tides of Kgyptian penetration may often be secured, not. 
)iv Canutedike gestures but emtetando wsUtm-t- rent-, r S ^ 

KhnrhniK De^ittbsr 15, 1&3&. 


Enclosure a in No. + 

Vole ImMmnrl Beg A tligah im HU K;n llrvaj the Governor-GemmVs luterele* 
it ■ // ft Sh /■ ikh I / ueht ja -<7 Mmv fth i on \ o Mm bat 1 28, Ud J 

HIS MceNenw the Governor* General paid a visit to Sheikh klusUfa-el’- 
Maraglii in hie Inniie at ll'clwan on Tuesday afternoon, the 2$th 

The conversation started l>y discussion as to the possible candid, lNiii ‘>1 . ' 

Mohammed Nur-el-Hassm os head sheikh of the Man had 
was agreed this appointment might have settled t he dillien ly. >-h£ l *» * • 7 ’ 

el-Maragln assured' ins Excellency that. Sheikh. Mur is a highly qualified Alim 
■-ti■ r I 11 ii r S• Iv looked noon by tilt A Khar tiuthai'iinjs, , , 

Mis Evccllcitev esjdained Dim it was uni the Sndim t:«wri.nieul onllwritiw 
who disapproved of tfe apjiomitmeiit, but that hewss advised that WM 
is unpopular among the Sudanese and that Ins appointment would be ns unpopulai 

as the appointment of ^ Egypt®!* s . lt „i a \h*™ j s 

The 'opinion prevailing amongst the Diana oi the button an Ia . - 

that the sheikh ship of the Mtiahad should be reserved iwnbndMW. , A ‘P“* B 
the post is vacant owing to Urn death ot the official 

hut another ,|.ndiiicd candidate, would he avn.lal| alien lhe ‘n D ■ 

H{n Excellency said that he wished to postpone the appoiiitim ul ( 

Egyptian .VAmv Alims for the Maahad until the new sheik is fcppogued, so ihuu 

they would not have to work under an acting aheik u affiliation nf Hie 

Sheikh i'll M.inighi then reverted to tbo quests oi the Mmiaunn oi . 
Omdurman Maahad to El Asthaiy Be saitl that be had rm personal interests 
in lids mat ter. hut lucking at it from the Sudan bn L™id. hnanc“jJ «J 
other interested paints of view, lie considered-™;], aft ‘ . ll ' * 11 kf*'* 
rUfflciilt religious problem to everybody s satis taction, rk hinted il at inert. 
: *»T a decision by (he Council of Ministers for.sUrtm.g an Egyptian 

Mftahad at Khartum, ami that undent.ly it was not m the 

Sudan Government to have this scheme materialise. If such n Kwd vaa 
started and ''4 nfliliated W B Ad,nr, it would in irn l.me nmkmnme the 
iinullinniii Mashed Al the same time, the Sudan Dovcrnnicnt could mil K lim 

r.a u Mis lisindleney replied that: .he Sudan Government 
•inthoriiies would like to he relieved of the moral and flnenejal rcspuimil,ilmcs 
'r the Maahad liul that Sudan public opinion, lie believed, was opposed to 
SSffl keen to muin.ain'it ■» a Sudanese instituUon. It na». there. 
iVirt- wiser lo nisiintAiu the constitutional status if no but to rnova slowly to r&form 
SS2S of teaching by capable A f l,ar Alims as now' proposed 
| f ; flVr i l rvtri t„ piecide the ultimate issue, Rheikh El Marnghi Mi^esUd m 
himilf should Wait Khartum and endeavour W - ana„yc matters. . Us 
I'xfeUcmjy discouraged the idea and said that the visit would he thought, » 
ii' UlS > } mri,;,uv -m i'Ankem-v did not wish Smlaneae to be excited on tins subject 

ttmissiffewsatray hi. 

was ns it might he l 
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Then bis Excellency asked to see Sheikh Mohammed Sim I tout, tbc cri.mlid.ate 
leather for the School of Law. The terms of his service and Ins exact iuturc 
liosition in the school w r ere explained to him; his h\t:e!leiicv pcnptcil out that 
he"knew Sheikh ShaUout might be making a sacrifice hy accepting this post, 
but it. was essential to ascertain, before engaging him, his wholehearted willing 
ness and his readiness to do all he can to make the scheme a autre^as the 
Govern men t will have to depend greatly on him m laying the toundntioiis <" 

the programme of studies, Ac, , , . . . . , . ,. , s ;. 

Sheikh Shaltmit did not seem very enthusiastic, and raised objections to urn 
having to work for eighteen hours a w r eek n saying that he had a lot oi prepara 
Gon to do, He also seemctl to lie dissatisfied wit Si Ins albciM title heing fi 
• ■ teacher” only 3 However, he said be was ready to go in deference 1,5 the 

rector’s orders. .. , , , , . , 

Bis Excellency told him not to take a quick decision but L<> think over the 

matter arul send bis reply before his Excellency $ depaitiuc. 

Bhcikli El Marachi mention® that he had a brother well qua lifted foi -he 
nfKi but be is now on a study mission in London and would, not lie avadabh- tor 
■i vear or more 11 is Excellency said the Sudan authorities would prefer a teacher 
Vim would take over the duties for the full four years, the pern id necessary 
for the fust class to terminate their studies, 


[J 266/92/161 


Ao 5. 


Viseauat Halifax to Sir M. Lmnpson {< airo) 

S1 '^ Foreign Office, JmW r V % W 

" f THE Egyptian Ambassador failed this afternoon in order to !'■ n- 

the reply of Tns Prims Miittstiar on the various points whn h I hud during 
Our conversation <m the 17th January. > * n # >- 

2 As regards the question oi the retirement of the t 131 f (l1 ' 1,11 1 11 

Ai'rnv. Make Wolm bud asked KM» W 'T !V S T\ ^ 

;v'vw\ that the- lihfei of Staff should be retired, and t-lm lu' had had a 

conversation on the subject with Sener^l Wm? hut ^ ^ 

noesible for him lo act until the first days of February, ns he .was most aim mm 
Lot to rive any grounds for i^ntenl during the Fwst. which. I umlerslonil. 
falls n/t.liis timaof year. I told Nashal Vnslm Hm« t wnapUd 
message, and that I would rely on him l,o impress upon Ins I v NLmsU i h-M. 
nn l had nlready explained, the question was one of cdlr umc\ and ibe fum t.u u.r 
was important: 1 said that I should indeed be sorry it I he matte.; wereMl.^l 
lo drift on after tbo first days of February, and, m view of Ihc Prime HiuihIh ^ 
assurance 1 wiiuld eertain 1 v oxpcct action Io taken then- . . 

3 The Ambassador then said tlmi. as regards the invitation I "Hit 
Governor-General of the Sudan to the I'lgypUtin Priam M^tster to vmit 
Kbai imu Maher Pasha had never intended to mviie Members Qi iaiiinmeiii ot 
journalists to accompany him, suul be wished to be amjrnpimiod simply 
members of his Government interested in irrigation and militarj .flU&rrs 
rcMi.icictivdy, that is to say, the Minister of Public Works and the Mmistev ot 
Defence His Excellency told me thill Malnw Paslm bad, at the same ttim'. 
informed him tlial the invitation hatt not yet been fontmlly exumden to bun. 
since no doulit at your Excellency's instigation, it had been made vondihrmr,! 
upon Hie Prime Minister giving certain assurances, In the oimii.isUimies 'b" 

I Vi me Minister had said that he was not ccvtaui whether he wished ij' take 
advantage of it Speaking personally, however, Ihr Auihnssador said that he 
thoiudiL n ihai the invitation could now he safely extended, since the required 
assurance had in fact been given by what be had just said to me. I iisked him 
whether I should be in order in informing you that, while there might, have been 
difficulties about anv such asaurahCe as to Members of Pam a merit and 

journalist b being given in puUic. you could take it that, il the General 

of the Sudan were now to send the iiivitsition, Maher Ihtsha would onl\ take Hie 
two Ministers with hint. The Ambassador said that this was so, and be wished 
personally Lo give me llio necessary assurance on Maher PashaV authorise 

|»02] I: - 
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I told him that I would pass this on to your Ex^lltofcy, and I asked him te 

inform the Prime Minister accordingly. . . . 

4 finally, on the third m-attei 1 which I had mentioned U» Jism in 01 - 

on vernation of the 17th January, that of the dismissal oi certain Egyptians 
Zmi to be well disposed towards this country, the Ambassador in formed me 
that Maher Pasha had asked him to tell me. that the two Under-Secretaries_fm 
Finance, Amin Osman and Abul Kheir had been, retired, not by any meam 
because they were considered to be loo pru-linttsh, but because they va,re 
inefficient. ’As regards Amin Osman, the Prime Minister wished me to know 
as imobf of Ids fairness of mind, that before Amin Osman had vrturned to kgyp ■ 
tisc Prime Minister hud given him a place on the hoard of tlie National Bank, 
f or which He had expressed hie gratitude. Up. till .198.6 Amin Osman had been a 
very young public official, drawing a modest salary, when he had suddenly been 
made Under-Secret:]rv of Stair fur finance. His advancement had lieen rate 
too ra ,,id and he had not the necessary experience for such an important post. 
Tlie Ambassador, moreover, asked me whether J did not agree that a certain 
latitude must he left to any Cabinet in such matters as this] . 

I (old his Excellency that Unei last thing timt I or you desired to do was 
to interfere in matters which were properly within the province of the Egyptian 
Government, and that mv only concern (which I was sure was equally the 
concern of the Egyptian Prime Minister) was that :i dismissal ol this kind 
should not lake place for the wrong reasons, which I bad mentioned to him in 
our tii tv ion s ct mve rsa (ion. Hi s E x eel Ion ey assum 1 me 11 ia l lie ha d tl re an 11 ip n ti 
of Mnher Pashn (o tell me that such was not the case in the present instance 
The petition was tiiat the finances of Egypt were in a very bad state, as a result 
of the iiu'Hi' ieiiev of Amin Osman and Abul Kheir. Abul Kh.cir had simply been 
inefficient while Amin Osman who, as he had already told me. had not had the 
necessary "experience, was also much toe occupied with politu s to devote the 
necessary time to purely financial work l said that f was not concerned with 
persiiiiatitles, hut ohlv, with him, to secure that all such appointments as these 
should he decided simply in the interests of good administration. The 
Ambassador replied tlml/in effect, Maher Pasha had asked him to assure me 
that he had only one aim, and that was good administration. 

fi \ told ids Excellency that on this question also I would transmit what 
he had told me to you. and Unit you would then be in a position to discuss it with 

the Prime Minister. . . 

7 . iMore leaving, his Excellency told me that he had expected to receive a 
further communication from his Government., but that it had not yet arrivfd. 
If and when it did. he would let me have any additional information that. it. 
might contain, 

T am, «c, 

HALIFAX. 


[J 325/92/16] No, H, 

Sir 1/. Lfimfmon to Viscount iinl-iftti'.—{Received February 1.) 

I By Bag.] 

(No, 2d, Saving.) 

(Telegraphic,) Ktidttir. Cairo, Januory 24, 1940. 

A-IGii AMED M AIIMOU1» atone to tea to-day m his request. 

2. lie is naturally biased in his outlook. He regards All Maher's days as 
numltered, and his resignation probably fairly soon. No one could 1 rust him, and 
he had no mil following in the country. in Parliament, though Mohamad 
Mahmoud, as tender of the Opposition. find given him a scrupulously fair run, 
there had of late heen a strong swing against him There was news of a split, 
in the Talmud, and Ahmed Maher, with his followers (the Saadists), would pro¬ 
bably secede next week. This would greatly cmbtn ima All Maher if it took place, 
4. Ills Excellency continued that the real trouble was the King. Indeed, 
he held Ills Majesty more to blame than Ali Maher for the meat in which tilings 
now were internally. If Ali Maher fell, the Pasha felt strongly that no one could 
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or would take on the formation ol a Government unless he was guaranteed a free 
band. This meant in practice that Ali Maher could on no account be allowed to 
return to the [hilace. With him there, things would be once more intolerable, and 
i lo Prime Ministar could be expected to take on the burden and responsibility. 

4. Coining down to personalities, the Pasha said that, though Hussein Sirry 
was an " aspirant ,f to the premiership, he was “ impossible "; the only serious 
candidate was himself. There had been talk of Abdul Fattah Yehia, but all the 
world knew he was a nonentity and quite incapable of leading a Government in 
time of war. Moreover, at the Baivam ceremonies. King Fnronk had snubbed him; 
so he might be ruled out. If he, Mol tamed Mahmoud, were asked to resume office, 
it would be conditional on his having unfettered control; his health (which was 
[low all right.) would not stand it if he was hampered by the Palace at every turn, 
as had been hia previous experience, 

5. The pasha asserted that wc had been far too-long-suffering with King 
Farouk; that he was informed reliably, " through female sources/' that His 
Majesty was now very nervous (] have no confirmation of (his); and that the 
best thing that could happen for His Majesty A future was that lie should have 
a sharp lesson forthwith. Ilis Excellency had, in fact, lust sent Mis Majesty 
a. message, through Hussein Rirry (the Queens uncle), that he won id hr well 
advised (1) to repeat through me his declaration of Allied Solidarity of last 
December (see my telegram No. 371, Saving, of 5th December, 1939): and (2) at 
once get rid of his poisonous Italian entourage. (J have heard of this message 
from other sources.) 

6. J remarked tbit we were by nature a patient people: we were always 
disinclined to meet trouble ha It-way if we could help it, \nd just nl_ present 
w‘e had our hands amply full elsewhere without adding to our anxieties h} a 


[J 362/92/16] m "■ 

Sir M. Lttmp.'sm to Viscount Halifax — {Received February 2.) 

(No, 17. Saving.) 

(Telegraph it: J Kn el air. 

YOU It telegram No, 29, 

! am most grateful for your Lordship 
representations. The result should be both effeufci 
telegraphed, tendency Us make a political monnlii 
increased; it has now become a matter of basui 
Minister's foolishness in letting it get into the p 
as a trial of strength with us. . - 

than Masri, who is notoriously incompe tent, , . 

% 1 entirely agree that it is eminently desirable to mb m oil every possible 

occasion oar detern.ii nation, whatever the cost, to prosecute the \v;ir tp a him I 
victory. I miss no opportunity of taking ibis line in my contacts with Egypt mus 
of all'classes- and 1 believe it U pretty generally appreciated. I also If? it he 
clearly understood lhat those that nre not with us are against us; and that I am 
keeping a careful list of such parsons for suitable trenl tnenl after wc have won 

the war, . . , 4t 

3. I am sure Nhishat is right when lie said to your Lordship MiaL the 

Egyptian people were solidly with us; but the mm cannot he said of certain 

I 3 


s prompt response to my 
ve and timely; for since I Iasi 
uin out, of Masri mole-hiII has 
iar gossip as result ot l 1 rime 
_ i-ess and letting it bo regarded 
Foi"tiiis he could not have chosen a worse issue 
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sections of the higher classes, especially in Court circles. I do u|t myself believe 
importance of tins should Ihj exaggerated : those concerned are all tmie-iienei*, 
of fi chicken hearted type, It only needs an Allied success or two definitdy to 
aileneo then.]. But their presence is tiresome and their attitude (wnicn ^ 
invariably “dans les coulisses") is difficult at present to counter e rice lively. 
King Faioiik is unfortunately at the hack of much of it despite his nbtjpeably 
affable altitude every time J see him. 


[J 413/31/16] Sb. 8 - 

Vkeawit Htdifuj to Sir M Lumptov (Cairo). 

(Tdeiu'iphic.) Foreign Office* February &, M40. 

FOLLOW LNG from Sir IL Seymour; 

” The King his authorised Secretary of State for (lie Dominions to give 
tli.e King of Egypt, as a matter of courtesy, a suitable personal message from 
Mis Majesty, terms to be decided by Mr, Eden and yourself-" 


[J 457/92/46] No. 6. 

Sir M. Limjwn to Vucouitt i l nLifa.r .--(licenced February 9.) 

(Tel^mphia! in Hair. Coin. Febrmry A, IMU. 

! l > iAD Prime Minister this meaning paragraph 1 of your telegram No. Al. 
Might I now iuforru your Lordship that the Main affair was liquidated, and as 

from what date? , , . . , * A 

2 After some argument, I’rime‘Minister stated ddinitdy that he would 

sea Masri forthwith, mid that I might report 10 your Lordship that he would 
cease henceforth “to have anything to do with the army. Ill* lyxcdleuoj 
repeated this assutattca twice, His intention was to send Mam on moeimite 

leave, and ihat Zeid i Pasha would net in hie place.. 

b, There was one aoiffivhat heated passage..-at begum mg oi our interview, 
Kcferiftpg to a personal renioDstrance which I had addressed to mm ten days ago 
regarding pdssihg by pre** censorship of certain improper attacks upon Lms 
embassy and myself in weekly comic papers, his Excellency handed me a typed 
papei; which he asked me to read as his reply, i his pajjer was an involved nltiick 
accusing me oi' seeking In undermine ids position, using " dictatorial methods > &G. 
Having 5 reached bitter phrase, I handed the paper back, observing it would ho 
bettc .1 for both of us if he destroyed it Mien and there. He pleaded that he bad no 
copy, titc.j but on my remarking that was us well, hr finally did sis 1 asked ami 
tore it up. Thereafter the interview proceeded more smoothly and ended on an 

apparently friendly note. ... * , . 

4 1 haring its course 1 said ! wished to have matters out frankly and 

sornrdy. Why had he perverted a perfectly straightforward led.-til issue 

into a polemical political issue? Why had this unbalanced and entirely 
unjust died campaign against us lieen allowed Lo work up? H was to me 
inexplicable that f suspected it was n case of indiscretions amongst Ins personal 
Hlnff For instance, 1 happened to know the name of the American correspondent 
who had almost certainly first let the matter out the evening of our first talk 
on 28th Becember, I must repeat categorically it bad never been our wish to 
be involved in a political wrangle of any sort over I his mailer . and I disc ■aimed 
ad responsibility for way tilings Irnd unfortunately shaped. Pritm Minister 

endeavoured m argue very bun civ that fault lay with enemies of bis who had 

poisoned me against him. This‘I had no difficulty in showing to be not only 
b^ide the point but not the ease- we had been scrupulously careful from the 
first to lake no part whatever in the campaign that had been rocking p i I'Heal 
circles in Cairo ami which wo had deplored from the first. 1 had a perfectly 
dear conscience, as over all the other mailers he had mentioned in bis now* 
destroyed wriLten paper. 


T>, Net result is, I hope, to have cleared the air, He asked ii 1 would 
agree U> consider the incident closed, and I. replied I should be only too glad Lo 
(Jio sa But point remained that Masri must go. 

0. I told his Excellency I understood that mischief-makers had also been 
Imsv poisoning t he mind of King Farouk. I hoped Ms Excellency won hi make 
a point of assuring Elis 'Majesty that there was no justification whatever for 
.stories be bad apparently been [tearing of our desire to intervene improperly 
in Local politics. I was fully prepared to give His Majesty I,ho same dengtl in 
person should he so desire. Prime Minister said he would act as requested, 
■md he was sum this declaration would be very welcome to His Majesty. 

7. 1 trust that this may be the last move in this matter I still do not 

understand why Prime Minister chose deliberately to force it into the political 
arena, for ! know from two of his colleagues that his Cabinet are unitedly 
against him over Masri It strengthens common belief that 1’riffle Minister is 
not always entirely balanced or normal. lo any ease, I greatly hope that tins 
morning's very frank talk between us will prove to have got things hack on to 
normal footing, so necessary to successful conduct of business. 


[J 0O6/B1/16] No. 10. 

S if .I i ■ Ltt m 'pto a to t 1 heo uv-t ft ut if tv t .— (R ecu t r etf /■ ehr miry 22. i 

I By Bag. | 

(No. 37. Saving.) 

(Telegraph id,) tin daic, < 'atro, b ebr&anj 1 ■> I Wl 

SECRETARY of State for liie Dominions was received m aucheuce by- 
King Farouk this afternoon. Conversation lasted an boar. \ was present.. 

2, Secretary of State read to His Majesty the message from L he King 
authorised in your telegram No. 07 [of Btli February , I ext in my immediately 

following telegram, , . . +1 

3, King Farouk was evidently very ple^ei] m tbe im^sagi', cspecmlK the 

reference to I he postponed State Visit to England. 

4, Referring to the references in the message lu the war and i ho co 1 mho rat ion 
of Egypt under the treaty, King Ffirouk staled tliat his own view could uni 
more atcuratoly have been exploded. 1 lo gave formal assurance of moat triemlh 
sentiments, and repudiated any idea of (.rimming or shilly-shallying,, lie hoped 
to convey to Secretary of State a reply me&sage. te bear back to England. 

m During ensuing conversation His Majesty remarked that one could 
admit military efficiency of Germany without being ill any sense pi o-f .mi mu n . 
a view which Secretary of State endorsed, li was never wire to underrate yum 1 

adversary, „ 

fi King Farouk spoke of need of supply Ln Egvpl of necessary mumUmi* 
of war. His Majesty hoped these would he speeded up,^ Mr, Eden explained 
physical limitations. W promised to repo i'I His Majesty's pivinvupniion. 

7 King Farouk also spoke of need of financial credit for Egypt, Egypt 
saw large loans going to Turkey and whilst understanding the reasons, could 


oin led out 
til;11 when 


not help contrasting lack of tinaneuU nul to tnemseives. _ It was | 

( tl ) thm no Egyptian (Jovenuunit had aver asked for a loan; (M_ 
monetary assist in me had been hinted at in connexion with Alexandria Harbour 
i in prove! aei it, Lwn successive Prime Minister!? had turned the idea^ down. No 
eneonnun-nuaU was given to the Ixing to think that :i loan would lie luillmuiiiiug. 

8, Sudan defence alao came up, and King Farouk expressed strong view of 
its inadequacy, lie expected Italian drive (jojwuct Libya with Fast Allien. 
Ditlieulty of such a move was explained in His Majesty. Iml lie mnnin.-d entirely 
ml convinced. Secretary of State mi tier took lo report KiugH anxieties in resprci 

of Sudan's defences. . t 

y King Farouk was emphatic In his -suspicion of Italian intentions. He 
admitted we had fuller sources of informal ion, hut his suspicion 
unshaken liv anything that we could say Lo allay them 
10, Secretary of Slate's impression ^ ,w 
considerably since his visit, to London- 

1226021 ■ (' I 


remained 
developed 

\l the outset of llie iiLterview, though 


was (hat King had 










assertive iit nm i iner, he s cfcarl y r on the doicnsiiro rind anxious to allay any 
(loiibts as to bis loyalty, which he’evidently felt had been under suspicion. King 
lacks neither confidence nor brainy but Is opinionated and conceited. A 
sycophantic entourage abets and encourages this natural tendency. It was 
evident that he was all out to please, but he is too jealous of his position to 
relish advice, however well meant. from outside sources, and there is unhappily 
no Egyptian Melbourne to guide and warn. 

It. On the whole, however, Secretary of State recognised that outward 
professions at least were satisfactory, though he saw clearly that there was need 
for continued vigilance, The truth is that the King is to-day the great problem 
of Egypt, 


[J 003/31/101 Hi IE 

Sir M. Lampmt to Viscount Halifax. (Racetoed February 22.) 

[By Bag,] 

(-No, 38, Saving.) t _ 

{'Megraphi4 En cttiir. Cairo, l ebnuiry 15, WW> 

MY immediately preceding telegram: [interview with King luiroukj, 
hollowing is text of message to King hurouk - 

M The King lias charged me with a personal message to your Majesty. 
iS His Majesty desires me to say, in the first place, how much lie regrets 
dial the outbreak "of war has interfered with the State Visit which he had 
invited your Majesty and Iter Majesty the Queen to pay to the United 
Kingdom, and to which he and the Queen had been so much looking forward. 

f: - The war has brought into play provisions of the Treaty of Alliance 
which if lias been hoped that it might never be necessary to apply, and HU 
Majesty wishes me to convey to your Majesty his full appreciation ol the 
facilities and assistance winch 1 gypt has afforded and is affording to her 
Aik. The future, no doubt, holds m store severe tests for loth countries, 
calling for great, endurance and faith. But His Majesty is confident of the 
ultimate result and knows that ho can count in all circumstances on the 
whole- hearted co-operation of Egypt in securing the victory on which depends 
I he future safety and, indeed, the very existence of both countries." 


[J 580/92/10] No. 12. 

Sir )1. lamp son to Vi aeon at UttHjm' — {liter, hed February 22,) 

(Not 144/) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, February 7, 1940, 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 1302 of the 8th November hist, 1 have 
the honour to submit a review of the developments in tlie general political situa¬ 
tion during the last three months. 

2. 'The period under review started with a Liberal eclipse and n strengthen¬ 
ing of Ali Malier Bashir's position in the internal political field. Muhamuicd 
Mahmoud Pasha, carried away by his initial successes in the extraordinary 
parliamentary session of last October, overreached himself and sufficed a defeat 
in his attempt to support the candidature for the presidency of the Chamber of 
Held ed-l)in Ikmikat Pasha, the outgoing president, against that of Dr, Ahmed 
Maher Pasha, who, with the help of con si tier al>le Government. arid Palace 
pressure, was elected, thanks partly to Liberal defections. The success of Ids 


quickly goL 


Address in reply to the Speech from the Throne. Certain passages in the Speech 
from the Throne inspired apprehensions among the Deputies that the Prime 
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Minister was aiming at extending bis dictatorial powers. However, he was able 
to come to an agreement with the recalcitrant Deputies, flt was agreed that the 
Government before taking urgent measures under martial law should refer them 
to a parliamentary commission for urgent edusi deration. Ali Maher Pasha 
adroitly developed this agreement into a general arrangement whereby the 
Government would discuss with the various commissions all matters oJ import¬ 
ance requiring parliamentary- acquiesceneu and secure their assent Indore refer¬ 
ence to Parliament. This system was exceedingly advantageous to the Prime 
Minister, who is not ei parliamentarian or an orator, and cannot handle popular 
assemblies but is able, by his judicial training, to argue very plausibly before 
commissions, whose assent to his proposals would piMctically ensure their passage 
through Parliament, This system seems lo have facilitated, for the time being, 
the Prime Minister's task in Varliadient, which, during the period under review, 
has not been occupied with any major questions. The budget and other measures 
of importance are still in the commission stage, _ ... 

4. At the same Lime the Prime Minister began to multiply social invita¬ 
tions to Deputies and Senators of all parties including the Wafd, no doubt in 
the hope of creating behind Mm that national support of which he has dreami 
for so long. To those Liberals whom he had already suborned in the presidential 
election hi: hold out hopes of ministerial portfolios, particularly to those who 
were disappointed at not having got such jobs under Mahmoud Pasha's Cabinet, 
lie even he Id-out similar hopes to Wafdists, He came to an agreement with tlm 
lawyers, predominantly Wafdist, regarding the annual elections fur the Council 
of the Native Bar, Last year the Government had by forcible measures pre¬ 
vented the election of Waf{lists and secured that of Government supporters. In 
the elections of December 1931), however, Ali Via her I hi dm took up quitc^ a 
different attitude. After negotiations with the leaders among (he Wufdist 
lawyers he agreed to the election of a Wafdist president, of a WufcanisL vice- 
president, and of it mixed bureau of Saadi sts, Liberals and Waldists, with the 
latter in numerical superiority over either of the two former 

5, Maitxe Youssef-al-Gnindi and some other Wal'd ists, whom Ali Maher 
Basils, had for long been suborning, were anxious to lend themselves to co-opera 
Lion with the Brims Minister Bui the Wafd leaders realised <hut such 
co-operation must end in the destruction of the Wafd by their astute enemy. In 
spite of objections raised by Mai Lx Youssef-al-Guindi and others pi his way 
of thinking, the Wafd executive decreed that Wafdists were not to attend any 
social part ies given by Ali Malter Pasha or to participate in the discussions of 
the parliamentary commissions with Ali Maher Pasha, such discuss ions in the 
coulisses lifting, the Wafd main Lamed, a derogation ut the powers of Parliament 
So strong is the Wafdist discipline that MaHre You$e|f-ai-Uuiiuli and other 
wobblers had to fall into line, 

b. Nevertheless All Maher Pasha com tuned courting the Wafd, even going 
so far as to allow relative freedom of vote in an Alexandria by -election, with 
the result thai the Wufdist candidate swept the bant'd and overwhelmingly 
defeated his Saadist and Liberal opponents. 

7. This coquetting with the Wafd ended by alarming Ahmed Maher Paslm, 
who, moreover; was beginning to feel serious anxiety about his brother's 
apparently nuti-British attitude. 

8. For some time, Mahmoud Pasha, disgruntled with Ahmed Maher Bnslm 
and the Saadisteijnt the presidential election, toyed with the idea of an agree¬ 
ment with tiie Wafd. Contacts were established between the two parties, and 
some discussions took place, but they revealed little basis lor agreemehi. I he 
Wafd maintained its refusal to consider imv form of coalition Government ami 
its demand for a neutral Government to administer the country until circutjL 
stance rendered possible free parliamentary elect ions. 

9. The beginning of the period under review was marked by an apparent, 
inclination of Ali Maher Pasha to mend bis ways am! lie move friendly_towards 
ns. [ did not fail, as indicated in my despatch No. 1425 of the 24th November 
last, tp meet him more than half way in these approaches, in the hope that he 

might really ... to see that lie could not run Egypt in time nf war except on 

a basis of frieftdly co-operation with us. However, his good intentions, such 
m they may have been, were noL of long duration, and it soon became gvi deni 
that his Excellency and his military trio (Assam Bey, Aziz-nl-Maari Pasha 
and Saleh Hath Pasha) had not yet modified their attitude. The efforts of Aziz- 










ul-Masri Pasha, by manipulation of military appoint-ments promoiioiis., ami pf 
the miUta v y j m 1 m i n i stmt ion, to imderii i i r ic l he I If itish M1 1 1 tn iw. M i ss i on, li u? 
campaign fostered by the Government in regard to the AngloH^vptmo tiut-w VJ[° 
in the Sudan, the numerous dismissals of senior Government officials, populaih 
recarded xis pro-British, the spread of pro-German and defeatml propaganda, 
the inert'; 1 si 11 dy anti-British at me> 5 $h® £e in the Poke $. K i pg _ E arouk s own 
denigration of Great Britain- all thte asjm'ts oJ an anti- British campaign 
have^heen reported in thy dssp^tefe and telegrams during the last i hire months, 
i have also reported on otbeF disquieting developments oi a soinr-I'uscist nature 1 , 
such as the attempt to rope the youth of the country into para -mil it ary organisa¬ 
tions eft the'Territorials, the (loyal Shooting and Vishmg l hib, student etsrp 3 > 
The Young Egypt party, a Palace creation, co-operated m ihese $mi fascist 
activities, to which was given a colour of Nationalist ext Irani ism. 

Hi It in tine that much of this activity is ol a childish nature and nul to 
be taken too seriously. Hut the general atmosphere created by such a w idospread 
and reputedly anti-British intention is not one which c*n nonUime indefinitely 
in time of war without danger to our position in Egypt- lie Egyptian people, 
by process of a war in which they were involved through Lhnr association with 
Great Britain have had to suffer certain hardships, inconsiderable perhaps lor 
a nation convinced that it is fighting for its own inleiestlnit quite heavy enough 
for a people which, at the besl regards itself as only iudiwtQr concerned ami 
expects to profit rather than lose by England s war. I lie price oi hung ha?, 
^ne my, particularly as regards certain essentials such as pantom which p avs 
ii^bpth irrigation and domestic life a larger part in Egypt than in other 
countries► Our Bundling of the cotton question has provoked severe crmc^m 
cum from our l«at Egyptian friends. Indeed, if tins cotton question is not to 
become really dangerous, attention must be paid to the justdmbc Egyptian 
complaints that wc are discriminating unfairly in contraband control a* between 
|- :-vid m m United States of America. $P spernms argumcnl M ion can 
convince the Egyptians that wc Should prcvenl them ti'om exporting motion to 
niar kci s to which the United States of America arc being allowed to export fairly 
freclv The rise in cotton prices, taking into account the Sail ol the pound 
sterling and the general increase in the CWt of ported geode M hardly 
sufficient to restore financial and economic equilibrium in view oi the tact that 
most of the cotton had left the lumds of the agriniUumis before tile mw ?»■ 
Therefore any depression of cotton prides not only must provoke antt-Butisli 
propaganda but would impose a genuine hardship on the Egyptian peopic I n 
State budget i? unbalanced owing to increased military oxepnditure, whuh the 
Egyptian people associate with I Mv treaty obhgatma to .rcru Britain. ^ 
taxation has just b&n imposed in an attempt to red nee this Mint, (his U&aliun 
bits articles In which the mosses are interested !n short, there is Mtrndy ft 
^euuim: background of popular discomfort and resentment which m itself is a 
powerful auxiliary to enemy propaganda. 1 1 on top oi all his, the l unernmant 
itself seeks artificially to create anti-British feeling and lack ofconfidenee m 
Great Britain, it is clear that the scene is at least set tor possible trouble sooner 

° r '“IT" To be fair to AH Maher Pasha, il must he realise.! I hat any Egyptian 

Government judged, any Government in the Near East, is going to make the tnost 
if; sva, oAor.n.u.v nitionalist gains it the «* g Great Britan.. 

Bui there ire different wavs of pursuing this oh icc-Uvo, A straight tor ward polury 
ffflX Xnrr within the limits of loyal AnfrtoEjyi.tiw. .-o-apereLmn 
fl g .in«f. Germany would be, no doubt, the policy of a MiilwranredMu ...imi.l l_ 
in ilic |>iT*m oio-umaiutM-es. Whatever nmv be All Maher osha s ultimate 
A's he has succeeded in conveying to the Egyptian public the very jMiwval 
impression that he is out lo weaken the position in Egypt of her lintieli ally, 
,|iscomli( lire Uv a formidable Germany is subtly represented as not 
teftiSrtM association With GmU Britain is now regard,, as 
i),-in<w<nis A oomio paper recently presented an amusing carlo,in of Liit.fi A1 
Saved l'asha. Itermr ,!f the E.ryntin.. Univers.ty. in a suppliant »Himle before 

la.iog to he spared the K.B.E recently bestowed oil him. and urging that 

o had 7. large fnmilv which he could not maintain ,f dtsmisseth ftuch a cartoon, 
over which it was stilted that “by chance" many holders of British decorations 
SI W„ put on pension, is in itself indicative of what the L^ptun p„Mu- 
regards as the attilude of the present, regime towards Great Britain, Moreover, 
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in. spite of the censorship, All Maher Pasha baa encouraged the comic papers to 
represent* by word and picture* the embassy in the unfavourable light of inter* 
feriug in Egyptian internal politics and himself as. the hero of resistance Lo such 
interference/ 

12. This anti- British aspect of the situation was much accentuated by the 
development of the affair of Aziz-al Mcujri Pasha, hi view of the military 
daiakcr conslituted by his tenure of the jiost of Gluei 1 of the >U\h. 1 represented, 
on tne 28fcli Deuemlicr last, Lo Ali Maher Pasha the necessity of the removal oi 
Aziz-ul-Masri Pasha. General Wilson* who accompanied me on that occasion, 
explained Lo the Prime M inister tiic^ overwhelming military case lor the departure 
of the Chief of the Staff. Ali Maher Pasha reluctantly agreed, but asked for 
time, and finally said that he would arrange For Vziz-al- Masri Pasha’s removal 
by the beginning of February. Instead of keeping quiet about our representa¬ 
tions and treating the question as one of technical military import, ns we had 
been most careful to do, AM Maher Pasha not only at once acquainted Ins 
henchmen, both politiehius and journalists, with our representations, buL even 
gave them the political chaiaicLer of iiiLerfatonee hi Egypt's internal affairs, of 
iUi aggression on Egyptian sovereignty, of a preliminary to the re-esbubUsbineui 
of a British Sirdar, ic| He represented himself as the staunch patriot resisting 
successfully this British attack on Egyptian independence 

12. II is Excellency finally succeeded in creating a real atmosphere of 
" crisis " and alarming nis brother, who was already, as indicated in paragraph 7 
above, very apprehensive about Ali Maher Pasha's llirting with the Wafd. 
Ahmed Maher Pasha was apparently convinced ihai his brothers internal and 
external policies were leading straight to a re[urn of the WaI’d. in fuel, he no 
doubt foresaw a repetition of similar developments in the past, i.e,, quifirreis 
between Palace regime and the llcsidetrey leading to Lite eviction of the former in 
favour of the WaMl, Ahmed Maher Pasha is still under the Tiiemsce of she action 
tie has brought against Malms Pasha for libel. Nalias Pustm’s charges are 
plausible, and, while Ahm ed Maher Pasha, no doubt, hopes that judges under the 
present regime will be found to give a sentence in Ida favour, tic can have tittle 
such hope in the event of the case coining before the courts under a Wa I'd 1st 
regime. El is obvious, therefore, that he has the strongest personal motive for 
deprecating any political foolery which might facilitate the return of the Wafd, 
14 On the 15th January Ahmed Maher Pasha summoned a meeting of the 


Sand is t parliamentary party. The political situation was discussed, with some 
frankness, and Ali Maher Pashas policy, both internal and external, was 


condemned, (n other words, flirting with the Will'd and hostility to the British 
wore deprecated, i'he dismissals of senior officials were also iTiticised as 
provoking administralive instability. j Finally, a decision was passed to the effem 
that the Baadist members of the Cabincl should not agree to important t'aluLici 
ductHiims or measures without Lhe previous content of liicir party. 

15. Tlie effect of this meeting w r ns considerable. The tide began to turn 
against Ali Maher Pasha. Even in the Pakuv his position was weakened. Mis 
enemies were not slow to suggest to King Fiu-ouk tluit Ali Maher Pasha hml led 
JfIs Majesty to a conflict with Great Britain, otlt of which Mis Majesty must 
issue humiliated. Leas partisan Egyptians I ion ess My de[irecaLcc| Ali Maher 
PasE lu’s behaviour as likely to compromise the F'brunt 1 and weaken its stabilising 
in line i ire in the country. 

Hi. It seems clear that Ali Maher Pasha was counting mi a division os' 
opinion hehveon the embassy and onr military authorities, IIf seems it] have been 
en con raged in tb^ obvious miscalcidal.iou by Mr. Levy, the correspondent of the 
AW York Timt'fi, about whose political intrigues I may be reporting shortly. 
Maybe tic hud revealed this belief in the course of conversations with King 
Faronk. It is likely, therefore, that His Majesty has been distiutied by this 
miscalculation, which involves him personally as the declared power behind Ali 
Maher Pasha. 

17. The changed attitude of the Saadisr parly led to a r;ipjuvHdiemcMit 
between Ahmed Maher Pasha and Mohammed Mahmoud Pasha, thus giving Ali 
Maher Pa dm further cause to mind his step, The numerous element among 
ofiicialdom persona 11 y injured by Ali Maher Paslui or troubled by a feeding of 
insecurity in view of bis arbitrary treatment of their cnHcacues, swelled the 
volume of discontent against a Prime Minister who has no party or popular 
backing, and is dependent solely on the support of the Kirin Ati Maker Pasha‘s 
imprudent handling of the question of Arizml-Masri Pasha had n moreover. 
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conyeyed to the general public the impression that he was up against Great 
Britain, and that his days must therefore he numbered. 

1|, To add to the Prime Minister's troubles, there was discontent among 
his Ministers, who resented his monopolisation of power end h-i’a tailiii'e to tatce 
them into his confidence. His nervousness and bad temper added to Ins colleagues 
annoyance, T have reported on his quarrel with Slmli V asSm. which «d to Jhc 
latter’s transfer to the Ministry of Wakts and AzamBey Stwalei Irm. that 
Ministry to the Ministry of Social Affairs, vacated by BhazU ♦ “£ 

Minister - if Comroumeations was also disgruntled, largely owing to the 1 rime 
Minister’s insistence on the dismissal of Shaker Pa aim. geimral manager of the 
K.^yotian State Railways, whom Mahmoud Ghalyb Ibmha affected to regard as 
innocent of the charges of corruption brought against him. I here was, moreover, 
discontent with the Prime. Minister among the officials ot the key admimstvation 
of the Interior, both at the centre and in the provinces. Mu dr* and Under- 
Sec ret ar ies in con vc rsa ti on w i th M r. Sin a r t an c i M r. 11 am 1 1 ton li a ve ct miplaine 1 1 
of the erratic and arbitrary methods of Ali Maher i aslm, who maintained or 
dismissed officials unreasonably, without consulting their chiefs, or without 
having suitable men to replace those got lid of. I hey com plained that. Ah Maher 
Pasha, in order to advertise himself as a social reformer and benefactor of the 
ueoulo, was continually issuing amateurish instructions for improvements in the 
education, feeding, clothing and housing of the fellaheen, knowing perfectly well 
that no money was available for these laudable purposes, but giving pit dicity to 
his instructions in order that the press might be impressed and write m his 
favour. Ali Maher Pasha not only would not listen to practical objections ot 
the officials concerned, but jumped down their throats at the slightest 'vot'd ol 
warning In the end, More the jjepecatary attitudes of lus officials, the l rime 
Minister must finally have felt that the powerful j official freemasonry was 
beginning to develop a discreet but dangerous opposition to luui ^ 

'19. Anyhow, he at last seems to have realised that he was raising too much 
opposition and had better beat a rjSti'C&t, As regardsiiucrual politics, he modi tied 
Ids condliatorv attitude towards the Wfil'd, ami, in a Giza by-election at, Uic 
of January. the Saadist candidate had no difficulty m defeating his Waitlist 
adversary, thanks to governmental manipulation. As regards foreign policy, 
be finally decided lo give us satisfaction over Am-ahMnsri Pasha, to whom he 
has accorded three and a half months’ sick leave, apparently with the idea of 
either finding him another job or renewing the leave preparatory to Am-al Masri 
Pasha s norriml retirement on pension. In my final eonveination with him i■ 11 
(he 31st January, as reported in mv telegram No, 32, Saving, of the 31st January, 
Ali Maher Pasha, though inclined to be a little troublesome, gave a definite 
assurance that Assia-al-Masri Pasha would have nothing more to do with the 
3’gyptian anny. Iii^ Excellency had just returned from n four in Uppei IvgypU 
where he had been parading from town to town posting as the democratic friend 
of the poor and or the fellah, and a national and non party Prime Minister; 
amidsi the ” popular M demonstrations normally organised by the roudira on such 
occasions. Possibly this atmosphere of triumph had inspired him with 
exaggerated ideas of his position in the country, Egyptians, even when quite 
aware of the facts, have an extraordinary facility for relegating them to a mental 
hinterland and allowing themselves to he carried oft their feet by make-believe, 
2ti. Be that as it may, since my interview with him on the 31st January, 
he has shown marked signs of wishing Id hold out the olive branch, in addition, 
no doubt, to conveying the impression to the general public that he is on good 
terms with the British, A Ufibinet decision hajs boon issued trailaferring the 
budget, of the Territorials from (he Presidency of llie Council to the Ministry 
of defence and establishing a credit for an annual salary of £E. l,d0O a year to 
the commander of the territorials. These measures may indicate an inclination 
to regularise this para-military formation by its eventual incorporation in the 
armed forces of the State under the Ministry of 1 Jo fence and under n regular 
mibuLi v commander, Even ilm present balf-mcasiire will give the Ministry of 
Defence a certain control over the territorials, and that is ah to the good. 

+21. The Prime Minister's apparent desire now to be, or to appear to be, 
on good terms with us did not prevent him from visiting Mahmoud Pasha 
immediately after my interview with him mentioned above and, according to 
Mahmoud Pasha's confidential account, giving him a fanciful description of om 
discussion in the desire to convey the impression that ho hud successfully resisted 
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my representations regarding Aziz-al-Masri Pasha. The Prim© Minister, 
moreover, is still seeking to convey to the public a similar impression as well os 
that Nashaat Pasha in London has found your Lordship more forthcoming than 
the embassy here, Possibly these characteristic manoeuvres are designed to cover 
his retreat, and save Ids face, ft is too soon to counton a real change in his attitude 
towards us, blit I am of the opinion that, as on the occasion of his November 
advances referred to in paragraph ft above, we should continue to meet at least 
half-way any new advances and not Sic unduly troubled by manoeuvres of the kind 
described above. No really suitable successor to Ali Maher Pasha is at the moment 
iu sight, and he is at any rate energetic and effective, Mahmoud Pasha's health 
is not good enough Lo give any assn ranee of ft is being physically strong enough 
to run the Government iu these times of stress. King Faronk will have nothing 
of the Wald, which, moreover, still remains pradically devoid of administrative 
ability. An effective non-partisan Government under, for instance, Ur. Hafez 
Afiff Pasha is at present impracticable, partly because King Faro ilk is not favour 
able to sneb a Government, partly because the parliamentary parties would not lie 
prepared to sacrifice the sweets of office, and partly because Ur. Hafez Afili Pasha 
or anyone of Lis, character would not accept the premiership except with 
guarantees, not now obtainable against Palace interference. 

22. Yet, though a continuance of the present Government seems, necessary in 
present circumstances, the prospects of the immediate future are not particularly 
encouraging. The Government depends solely on Royal support, and King 
Farouk’s prestige in (lie country has been shaken by his conduct. The Wafd still 
commands the support of the masses, as was strikingly shown in the Alexandria 
by-election referred to in paragraph ft above. The Wafd still remains friendlier 
to us than the Palace and the Gnvommeui of Ali Maher Pasha, but its prolonged 
exclusion from power and the continuance of Royal abuse and governmental 
arbitrariness, exercised with the help of martial law, are bound in the end to 
direct the general resentment against us who arc held responsible for the main¬ 
tenance in power of an unpopular regime, which, by the irony of things, spends its 
time combating ns as much as the Wat’d. Short of a return of the Wafd, which, 
in spite oi its administrative drawbacks would probably be the best solution front 
the point of view of our interest in keeping the Egyptian people on our side and 
effectively defeating enemy propaganda, the only hope of improvement 
would seem to lie in some radical reformation of King Fa rook, who is 
the root of the trouble. Such a transformation is unlikely as long as 
Ali Mahev Fash a remains the only counsellor whom he listens to, .Both 
inside and outside ihe Palace, influences, interested and disinterested, are 
at- work to undermine his posit ion in the King's favour, but, in spite of some 
success over the incident of Am-aLMasri Pasha, these efforts do not appear so 
far to have secured any substantial results. I suspect Ali Maher Pasha's fall 
will eventually be effected by his own acts rather than by Ins adversaries' efforts. 
Both friend and foe report that he is in an extremely nervous state, His physical 
health is none too good. FIis monopolisation of all important work in the Govern¬ 
ment. imposes on hint an almost intolerably physical strain, and his nightly habits 
provide no relaxation from the labours of bis days. His task is further and 
fundamentally cimplicated by the factor of an irresponsible monarch whose 
whims he has to humour. In such a coni inuous state of over tension Ali Maher 
Ibisim can hardly exercise a sound and balanced judgment in the multifarious 
problem^ interna! and external, which are continually confronting him. Hence 
hie spasmodic and frequently misdirected actions, which sootier or later may 
involve hint in disaster. Meanwhile, we have still to consider what alternative 
Government we would prefer in the event of the fall of Ali Maher Pasha, whose 
position has certain I v been weakened, temporarily at any rate, by his enforced 
sacrifice of Aziz-al-Masri Pus ha. At the mordent I do not profess to know the 
answer. 

I have, &c> 

MILES W. LAMPSON, 
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Sir SL Lampoon to Viscount Halifao},—(Beceived tfr.hvw.mj ' 22 ) 

\fv Lofd? Cairo, February S, 1940. 

WITH reference to yout l-ordship's eireul^' despatch m the 4ih November, 
pjttj, l have the honour to transmit ej general political review w'.a \ng wii i 
developments in Egypt, and villi the general attitude of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, during the year 1039, 

! have, &c. 

MILES W. LAMPSQN. 


Enclosure in No. 13- 
I 1 oil lira! He view of (hr Year 1939, 

THE year !!) 3 !) opened for Egypt in an air of anxioiia expectancy nnd. of 
eon fusion of purpose and ideas. Egyptians had apparently lost l ull . * ° u W 

Parties, including even the Wufd. Ill were a «•*'«« 

there existed noelcar alternative to Mohamad Mahmoud Pasha, and «« « 
of palace rule excited no enthusiasm. The heavy dotence commUmenU *e 

treaty were regarded as incviuhlo for Egypt'* safety Inn there was evidt.net 
anxious groping for some way to avoid heu.g involved m the exi** ml wa.. Ihe 
hard fuels of the. Itimiifial and economic situation were at last being - „r -e • 
but 1 hey were nbl being squarely fated owing to a lack of aspn itof saw due ana or 

njtion d M)Waiiky. vvit | 1 tireal Britain remained mmvnrdly good, lint !lit-ro 
were signs Hint our Zionist policy in I’nlftine, our apparent weakness in t u 
Mediterranean and the financial burdens of ihe treaty were WMflC 

.ids <d* many leading Egyptians regarding the value of the BiSuW^Zdta 

:i The position of lire Ministry had been shaken liy niraiiuied disiipiumi ■ 
within itself, notably between Hasean Sabry Pasha and Hie M inister ol !■ mm u.. 
«„,1 the reundnl restating in Ritshwon Mahfua Paafi&s resignation . rom (he 
Ministry of Agriculture had eaUsed an outbreak of rumours regal ding us tmin 
and ihe'possibility of a National Ministry,, in Det-emhvr. however. <he Ministry 
had seenred an overwhelming majority in the Chamber of Dqmtna 
mi the Speech from the Throne, and was aide to deal with the al talks fd ini W■' 

on mutters of Jiiti#ai defonfce; . . . . . , . .• t u„ 

4. Nevci'thelSs, in January a aerioug numstm^L crisis aioec uireuM 1 



his place in the MiViStiy of Public Works, A compromise on the new cadre was 

"* V ? miiriK ttoTimjnth of January there was considerable unrest among the 
ittidmtsof the Al Azh# and Dar-el-Ulam School, and energetic measures lmd to 
U taken by the Government lo suppress it, U is interesting to note, however, that 
this unrest was caused by genuine or supposed grievances, and was net 

attributable to political excitement. . , 

fi Considerable interest in Eldest™ affairs was displayedt owing to the 
u,-rival in Eaynt early in January of the deportee members of the Palestine Nigh 
Committee ml delegates from niW Arab countries epngregated m C-airo in order 
to hold u preliminary conference before proceeding to London, Lonmin lo 
uncial anticipation, the Prime Minister, in view of Palace opposition, derided 
not to go in tirson with the Egypt inn delegation. which mM| |i™#« 
Prince Abdel Mmicim. son of the ex-Khedive Abbtis Hilmi. Unsea l I »>«{•» 
Nalhaat, l he Egyptian AMtwffcdnr in London- and All Pasha Malicr, wilh AIhIuS 

Bey Asmara as adviser. h „ . , , , - 

7 T>uring the etav of the dolomites in f airo an incident occurred whuh 

; i ion &ed cons iderable con 1 1 nent in t he l Mai n i c wt n'M On ll ie 20i h -1 anm i r v. at the 

Gay sun Mosque, at u large gatb&mg of notables, including the l rentier and 
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the Princes of Saudi Arabia and of the, Yemen, King Fa rank stood forward ns 
Imam (tender of the prayers) and on bis departure was hailed as Amir el 
Muminm- That there was arty intention of proclaiming Ling Farouk aa Caliph 
of Islam was immediately denied by. the Egyptian Ambassador in London in a 
communique Lo the press, but the incident did not fail to cause widespread 
coiirnfent. 

8. King Farouk created a further excitement in February when he took 
occasion to broad rust a speech on the Moslem New Year's Day. in which he talked 
ii great deal about himself in a most dictatorial niturner, [’he Ministry was 
gravely embarrassed by the King's u iterances j whilst (he Wafd expressed its 
dissatisfaction in strong terms. It is said King baronb wrote the broadcast 
himself, though many attributed its authorship to Bindfiri Pasha. Acting Chief 
of the Royal Cabinet in Ali Maher Pasha s absence. 

9. the Prime Minister's relations continued at this time to be far from 
cordial with the Palace, and Mutmmed Mahmoud Pasha experienced the greatest 
difficulty .in gaining access to the King, who apparently was not desirous of taking 
any decisions in Ali M aher Pasha's hosenejg. This coustaiu. ohatraefciem, rudeness 
ami resulting worry aeeonutated the Prime Minister's growing ill-health, and his 
constant absence from the Council of Ministers had inevitably a disastrous effect 
on the routine work of the Government. 

10. Moreover, affairs of State were largely tnought Lo a standstill by 1 ho 
visit of the Crown Prince of I ran and i ho fost ivil les nt tending his marriage to King 
Farouka eldest aMer, t-lio Princess Law/ia, which took plat®'on Mu: 14th March. 
The visit, which might, have licon a reallv happy even! for Egypt, was unduly 
pmlonled and the lavish expenditure indulged in at iIil l Iwhest of the Palace 
Find tine weariness nf spirit reBiih iag from imiumerable court festivities caused a 
Considerable amount of criticism and grmnlditvg which reacted somewhat against 
i tie popularity of the young Prince. The Egyptians themselves had never been 
very enthusiastic about the proposed matriage alliance with the Iranian Royal 
Elouse, which had been largely inspired by the grandiose ideas of Ali Maher Pasha 
for tho future greater glory of Egypt through the Mohuuied Ali dyimsly. Ploser 
acquaintance with the realities of the Iranian Siale and the grasping altitude of 
i he Shalt in matters of dowry have given even the inspires of the alliance muss lo 

doidu its wisdom, 

II tfomc ineffective attempts Wete made during this per it id tn sirenglhcn 
the position of the Government by u fusion of Ihe I lheral and SiiFS-list iKirl ies. 
but negotiations broke down owing to tho opposition of Nnkrasln Pasha who 
thought that the fusion would weaken the claim of the Sand is ts to be the 
authentic followers of Znghhil. The two parties, howeicr, continued to support 
the Government and Ahmed Maher Pasha staunchly stood ^ ^lohained Mahmoud 
Pasha, and thus ensured a measure of stability to tho .Ministry 

12. The Prime Mitiister’s position was further reinforced by rm incident 
which took place in April on Ali Maher Pasha's return from London, it had 
been reported to Ali Maher Pasha that during his absence in Lumpr, Uindari 
Pnslm had been undermining his position at the Palace and thal in his intrigues 
he lard been Riir-ported by some members of the Royal House who were iniximts 
Lo eliminate Ali -Maher Pasha's influence with the young King. In an endeavour 
to recover Isis position by forcing King Enronk to cliooac between himself and 
Uindari Pasha. All Maher Pasha rendered his resignation, but withdrew it on 
ilis Majesty's decision to grant iMndari Pasha a month's leave, at the ond of 
which period Eindnri Pasha wii 3 appointed to Brussels as Minister. Although 
Vli Maher Pasha thus obtained immediate sstLisfaction. his influence with llie 
King Buffered a set hack mid his position was rendered so uncomfortable that 
he became almost servile in his relations with the embassy mid endeavoured to 
enlist the support of the Prime MinUter and even lo establish contact with I lie 

Wafd. 

13. The [mrlinmentary position of the Ministry also now showed souse 
improvement and the Clover mil cut emerged victorious from a square light with 
the Semite over tho address in reply Lo the throne- Moreover, the income lax 
and Binmp tax Bills were finally passed through both Houses with certain 
modifications. The position of the Wnfd however, remained strong and losing 
hope that Ills Majesty's Government might interfere and assist its return to 
ollice, its leaders embarked on a deliberate offensive againsi Great Britain, 
alleging her desire to use a weak Ministry to reimpruw her control over Egypt 
The influence of the British Military Mission whb specifically made a point of 
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attack. At a Wafdirt meeting at Alexandria K#h “ ^ 

toJX tto JS%m showed some imprawnenl ami in 

Aliiania! the land"from' which the |»nscnl dynasty elaima with some I'd. 

interest in Adeline wSsi agkir. aentely ujnwl bjT 
Arab delegates to Cairo from London. Mohntned Ma mm d ‘•£££*21 

initiative took steps to secure ail agreed polioj ^ ,Ji'; te paper on 

nT ,j j( u > .\rali Stated but these were unailpoesaful awl tie ^ mie "'I , . 

1-aLstinc'was published on the 17th May . 

ihe Prime Minister Such being the case, Motmmcd M^'ii ond 1 astu tell ca . 
noon to publish a statement affirming that he could not support > 

Governments policy as outlined in tb R white pa-pei. a t *, iu 

\i\ Tiif. rritical state into which European alTaivs were driTiiiig attei tnc 
G™ amLl a % of top 

to KjQrptian minds and made the public 

Kffvntnm eo-anoiation. The advent to the Ministry of VG. i oi Uusaem oiiij 
PasChV cSd the smbaesr and the British military m.ll.nnt.es.I? 

use of his dynamic personality 1o further various projects for oiganisinr the 
iG- -unT resources of Eey|d which had Ions hcen hanging fire; and the 
Albanianand (SlovakArises, coupled with the steady_ ivml->i'oement of the 
Italian ’ramson in Libya made the Egyptian Government increasingly ready to 
SSSfoS out Solving military leqrnreme^ «* 10 operate m entering 

Inin German propaganda, which, after the visit of Or, GoebWs m A jiril f became 
«reltlv elendcd ami intensified. A visit was nUo paid to Egypt early tu May 
S v Mhsliai Hal bo but a tactless interview which the marshal gay® to the pi'cas 
laVgcdy ^gatf ved any benefit which Italian influence might have gained by Ins 

presence. ^ prime Jlini5tcr - S hcullJi in June continued to deteriorate and it 
ticeame evident that he could not carry on much longer. On the 6th duly he 
tendered his resignation but Ills Majesty refused to accept it and suggested that 
Mol mined Mahmoud Pasha should delegate more of hta work E lus he attempted 
to do through utilising the services of Amin Osman Pasha, hut partly owing to 
Kinti Fnrouk's obfesion regarding the latter the arrangement did not produce 
the Results anticipated. Amin Osman Pasha was, however,sent on a mission 
Lo London to conduct financial negotiations with the Bniini i .ovmmmeiit, a 
miss ion from which he returned having failed to persuade Mis Majesty 8 
(jover§m#t to adopt an ultra sympathetic attitude towards Egypts giowing 

financial ^fetor’s ill-1 leahh and the certainty that, he must in a 

short while retire led to considerable speculation regarding hm successor. ^ At 
onr time the candidature of A Inner! Maher Pasha was favoured, btu Ins position 
w ton greatly weakened by an unfortunate scandal over a proposed subsidy to 
toSZIVil Line and his rclnncns will. Al,l««.d bad aw«ta*d 

mil) lie suspicion. Public surmise therefore tut lied towards the likelihood ot Alt 
Maher Pasha being asked to form a Ministry am! in the event this surmise 

^ Pi In this general atmosphere 0 j expectation of a change of Ministiy the 
parliamentary region drew painfully lo a dose Owing to the Prime Minister o 
Ihhe&lOi the' handling of Parliament was Sell largely to Ahmed Maher ! ashn. 
who on occasion proved tactless and imprudent In I act a serious situation arose 
over the Inberit&to T&X Bill which \m reported against by the Senate finance 
commission The Government retorted by withdrawing the Bill and including it 
mi the Budget, which the Senate could not reject, The situation tame such 
that it seemed probable recourse would have to lie had to 11 congress of the iwo 
Chambei's under article LG6 of the Const 11 ui ion, but eventually reason prevailed 
and the Government agreed to shelve the Hill for the present session. The 
Government had further difficulty with a new press law and a new official secrets 
law but these were eventually passed by Parliament. 

*20. Public opinion was heartened fit this period hy the conclusion of the 
Anglo ^Turkish Alliance, and satisfaction was felt at this strengthening of the 
defensive position in the Eastern Mediterranean. Some mistrust, however, due 
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to bitter memories of Turkish domination in Egypt, was felt in poutmalyuvlcs 
at an increase of Turkish influence, and a rumour ihul I nrkish troops might >e 
sent lo defend Egypt produced a hu&lile reaction, fn Augusi a mission or 
Egyptian officers proceeded to Turkey to study coudit-i^fs faming in roe 
Turkish forces. Tins mission was arranged by the Egyptian Government without 



^21 Previous to this mission a visit was paid to Turkey and the Balkan 
countries by Abdul Fatt&h Yehia Pasha, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. The 
visit to turkey was primarily one of courtesy in return lor that paid (to Egypt 
in 1938) by M, Tewfik liushrli Arms, the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
but the opportunity was taken to discuss matters of mutual kite vest, mainly id an 
economic nature. The subsequent tour of the Balkan capitals, served no useful 
purpose other than to add to the many foreign decorations which Abdul halt ah 

Yehia Pasha already possesses, , 

22,. The parliamentary session closed early in August I lie two over¬ 
shadowing factors in the situation at this moment were the imminent danger of 
Avar and the steadily deteriorating financial situation due mainly to the e\er- 
increashig expenditure on military preparations. It seemed likely that after 1 ' 11 ■ 
realisation of all liquid assets in the reserve fund, Egypt would sooner or later 
have to have .recourse to a loan from Great Britain. I h®c In mum a I 
embarrassments were already making themselves felt in ihe implementation n! 
Ihe treity clauses, and Ur. Ahmed Maher Pasha made it 'dear in July that 
barrack building in the Canal Zone would have Lo he postponed during the 
continuance of international tension, 

211 The Prime Minister's health now became so had that he had no 
alternative but to resign, which he did on the 12th August, after some discreet 
pressure from the King. As had been nritiriipated* l.he i'nmnttrm ol a new 
Ministry was entrusted to AH Maher Pasha, who found himself faced with no 
easy task. For a whole week the administrative machine stood still whilst the 
new Prime Minister allowed the Liberals and Saadis La to jockey for position. 
The Wafd were entirely ignored in the Cabinet machine, and its press indulged 
in violent diatribes, accusing Ali Maher Pasha and the embassy of planning 
Egypt*! ruin, The two parties—Liberal Constitutional and Kundiste-claimed 
representation in proportion to the number of ajihts held by them in ihe Chamber 
of Deputies, but Ali Maher Pasha made it plain thul no more than four could 
be allotted to each, and that the key posts in the Ministry would bo hold hy his 
nominees. In the event the Liberals refused to participate, and the new Ministry 
was finally formed on the 18th August, composed of five Fhmdfet^ and nine 
Independents the Prime Minister retaining tor himself Urn portfolios of the 
Interior and Foreign Affairs. 

24. The Ministry outlined its policy as one of striving for national unity 
and for the raising of The fellah’s standard of living, industrial production was 
r.o be stimulated and the development of the country’s natural resources taken in 
hand. Particular attention was to be paid to social affairs, for which a new 
Ministry was inaugurated. 

Sfj.’ The now Cabinet was generally regarded as administ rnMycly not 
Lm&atisfaotory ; it included a number of men of teelmioil and administrative 
experience with a repututiuii for drive and determination. The appointment of 
Mohamad Saleh Pasha-el- Hark as Minister of National Defence aroused, in view 
of his record in the Great War, considerable misgivings which were not decreased 
by the subsequent appointment of K1 Lew a Aziz-ebMnsri Pasha as Chief of the 

Staff of the Egyptian Army. . , 

2 fi. One of the Mi nis(■ ry' s firsl ac t s w n * son 10 sweepmg e Irn 11 gen m the oa 1 1 re 
of officials* for some of which there may have been justification, but in others 
personal considerations undoubted? played tSur part. An;in Osman Pasha, who 
bad so distinguished himeclf ns secretary of the Egyptian delegation for the 
treaty negotiations, was one of the first to be placed on pension. 

27. An important innovation was the formation of a territorial force under 
the command of the Minister of Wakfs, Abdul Rahman A/zniu fey, This force 
was, so it was stated, designed to form a reserve for the regular army, and 
through its agency it was hoped that a genuine social improvement could be made 
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by training the recruits in oleanlifieBS, hygiene and discipline. \\w 
however, was never properly thought out, an Jbegan under considerable Imudieaps 
in the way of shortage of equipment and lad: oi suitable officers. Only tv. 
companies have so far ton foritie 1 3, Pol S t. i c aU v, the solicrae uommns enr'iente o 
danger as it is outside the control of the Ministry of War and oi the military 
mission, and may develop into a body of men whose services could lie utilised 
lor political purposes. In fact; the opposition parties have already dubbed *hem 
"the Blue Shirts ” of Ali Maher Puslm. Militarily, they are unlikely to he ot 


1 2&. No sooner had the new Ministry entered into olli.ee than the European 
situation became critical, and measures necessary to cope- with the situation 
overrode all other considerations. The subsequent outbreak of wav prqjyiaeu 
AH .Maher Pasha with a unique opportunity, The feeling of the great majority 
of the Egyptian people was whole-heartedly in favour of the democratic 1 oweis 
and anti-Nazi. A far-seeing leader would have followed Hi is popular current 
and thrown in his lot with the Allies and declared war on Germany. I he 
immediate summoning of Parliament to approve such a dec In rat ion an tip the 
Hat ih dim. would in the early days of September have given the Prime Minister 
Lmquestioned majorities in both Houses, ■ ufortnnatcly. the Prime Minister did 
not take this course, and, largely it is said, through the influence of Azzam Bey, 
the Ministry decided merely to sever diplomatic relations with Germany. 
Ali Maher Pasha, moreover, tried lo exploit his action by representing himself 
as the man protecting Egypt from being dragged into the major unpleasantness 
of the war. His machinations were, however, m* prove later of little political 


ad van tags to him, 

2d, Apart from this failure to carry out the spirit, even if it were not Lho 
strict letter of the treaty, it must in fairness lie &aui that the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment fulfilled with considerable efficiency her obligations, The Egyptian army 
moved rapidly to its emergency stations. Hat m dbye wiis^ imposed and a 
censorship installed. The efficiency of local co-operation with Egyptian admini¬ 
strations was, however, gravely hampered by the failure of the Ministry to return 
to Cairo from Alexandria, where it was at this time installed. I he Prime 
Minister long hesitated to call Parliament, as provided lor by the Constitution, to 
confirm the Hat de sieye decree. However, in the event he was forced to do so 
as public opinion hecanie increasingly restive on the subject, and felt that the 
Prime Minister was using I he special powers conferred on him under the decree 
for his own political ends. The vise and abuse of the censorship for (bis purpose 
was specially criticised, 

30. The extraordinary session was duly held in early October in Cairo, and 
the Hat de sibye decree was eventually passed after co|^irlovable opposition from 
the Wafdist members in the Senate! live debate, however, provided a useful 
opportunity for public opinion to express itself, and the criticism displayed 
undoubtedly had us effect on checking any more dictalorhi! plans which AU Maher 
Pasha may have had. 

31, A problem which caused considerable excitement, at this time was the 
disposal of the cotton crop on which I he economic life of Egypt largely depends. 
The price remained Sow and grave fears wore expressed that, unless Great Britain 
fame to the rescue and purchased the whole crop, a collapse would take place, 
Parliament forced the Government's hand and the Prime Minister urgently 
solicited Great Britain's help in the matter. The problem technically was not 
an easy one to settle, hut politically it was a matter of urgency, as the sentiments 
of Egyptians- -rich and poor—-towards Great Britain were involved. Whilst it 
was true that, sonic markets had been lost 01 rough the war and contraband control, 
the loss had been made good by mereused purchase of Egypt's cotton by Great 
Britain and other countries, and the crop was being satisfactorily exported. 
After considerable negotiation the British Government agreed to buy the total 
quantity of cotLon normally exported to enemy countries, estimate? at 
155 million th. weight, at below the price riding on the 15th November at 
Alexandria. By this time, however, world cotton prices had improved very 
considerably mid the ferns of the people had largely subsided. 

32, Before the opening of lho new parUmentary session Ali Maher Pasha 
attempted to reinforce liis position by negotiations with the Liberal UpmLiLutional 
party and went so far as to offer them n number of scuts in the Ministry. These 
negotiations came, however, to nothing, Mohtimed Mahmoud Pasha preferring 


to keep his freedom of action whilst maintaining n benevolent attitude towurj . 

Lhe Ministry. Ali Maher Pashn was therefore left In fare 1 arllament with the 
support of the Smulists and such Independents as he could win to Ire- side. In 
this latter be. was largely successful, and for lhe president of the Senate he 
was able to secure the election of bis brother, Dr. Ahmed Maher l asba, against 
the candidature of the outgoing President, Belli ed-Din Berivkat, who was opposed 

bv the majority of the Liberals. , ,. , , . , 

■ 33 TheSpeech from the Tbmive followed the usual In# ami contained n 

satisfactory reference to Great Britain (a reference which was incorporated at 
l.hc direct suggestion of lhe ambassador). A _ passage foreshadowing gi cni.m 
itowers for the Executive invited subsequent criticism and resulted.Later in yin 
agreement bv the Prime'Minister to submil all urgent decrees under Hat d* *iege 
[!y the parliamentary commissions before urgent promulgation. As a result ol 
Ibis accommodating attitude of (he Prime Munster, who, all hough not an 
outstanding parli anteuteri an, is not without skill m manipulations behind the 
scenes, the session continued until the close of the year without any notable 
friction. Towards the end of Uevemlwr Abdul Rahman Bey Azzum w:m 
transferred from the Ministry of Walds to that of Social Affairs and Abdel 
Salafi-el-Shazli Pasha from the Social A If at re Ministry to Wakls. the 
territorial force remained under command of Abdul Rahman A^am and was 
transferred to the Ministry of Social Affairs. ... 

34 Whilst relations get ween the embassy and the Ministry remained correct., 
there were indications that certain developments were taking place in the country 
with the Prime Minister’s approval which, if hot checked, would prove dangcimis 
l,ot.]] to Egypt and ourselves. Whilst malntainiag outwardly a Imyiftc of 
constitutional Government, there were reports that the army was Ije.* tampered 
with in order bo gain its .support lor the j>re^nt Ministry, that the influence <d 
the British Mililarv Mission was being midermincd. and that, under cover ot 
territorial forces and sporting clubs, qu|si-military formations were being 
organised to serve political ends in Hie future. There was, moreover, considerable 
defeatist talk in high circles, and nil agitation about the Sudan quest mu. \\ bilsl 
the main bodv of public opinion remained sound regarding the Anglo-Egyptian 
Aliiance and”tlie ul t.i m ate v i dorv of the A11 ms, 11 \>ecame elen r U \ at action vv 11 s 
necesaary to check these undesirable developments, 'l his action took the form 
of sene RtrniKht speaking- to the 1’ri rue Minister Iffllw » 

demand for the removal of Aziz-el Masfi I e^lm, tin- Chiel nf the of iln. 
Egyptian Army It remains to he seen what■ their effect will lie re LHffi 

35 Hie forebodings with which the year had started have ton largely 
fulfilled There has ton a change of Ministry and a European war lias broken 
out a war in which Egypt, through her allium* with Great Britain, is closely 
con corned although not act i cel v involved* Whilst Egyp t I ie reel f has not so _ fa v 
become a field of hostilities, ihe totoity tii speeding up military preparations 
has forced upon her the expenditure of large sums om annoy and Ims unbalanced 
hei- budget, Moreover, the dislocation of intciimtiona! trade may upsel her 
general economy if cotton prices fail to rise. This extra financial strain was 
most unfortunate coming m it did in the early years of Egyptian independence, 
with so many internal toW and financial questions nwdmg all the attention 
which her Government could give l hem. Egypt's independence has not, however, 
changed her geographical situation, and her tenure is in the imiuiv oi ttunp 
more than ever bound up with the fate of the British Empire and the outcome of 

tU ' Ttontermil politic al outlook is far from favourable. On the throne is 
an inexperienced and headstrong young King, at the bead of whose Government 
is AU Maher Pasha, a man of great ambition mid dictatorial tendencies hut 
lacking in depth of character and courage. The country at this eritioa! juncture 
rmds itself also without sufficient men of political experience to fill v in portent 
offices of State and to deal with the many problem^social and economic^ 
awaiting solution. A more stable and strictly consliMun.nal MinisLrv might be 
found in the Wivfd party, but under Us present leadership it would be unlikely to 
continue long in otto without an acute conflict with the Palace, Moreover, the 
W&fd is singularly lacking in elements of administrative uajpneiiy. 

B7 The year 11)40 opens, therefore, in an atmosphere of considerable concern, 
and "iho spring- wlwu itap^taiit cvei»tt.«w> expand- * awited witli ».me 
iiuxiety. ‘I’ha ccMUltry generally is still fairly iimndunt ol an Allied uilmi ami 
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of the power of Great Britain to protest Egypt from physical invasion- -but there 
is increasing ncrvoii&ttsss regarding possible internal developments. both poU£ica,i 

and economic, , h , , , - . ■ , 

S8 Such developments wilt be largely affected by the course or the war anti 

by what the people, feel regarding Great Britain's armed strength in the Near 
l‘ast and her capacity to master any hostile movement against her. 


[J 801/81/18] No. 14- 

Sir ill. Utmpson to Viscount Halifax.—(Received February 22.) 

(No. 108.) , 

Mv Lord, Cairo, February 15, 1040. 

' l SHALL be sending later a full reporl on the visit to Egypt of the Secretary 
of State for Dominion Affairs. In the meantime. I have the honour to transmit 
herewith a record of a conversation which Mr. Eden had with the Egyptian 
Prime Minister on the fS3th February. 

I have, Ac. 

MILES W, LAMBSON. 


Enclosure in No. 14. 

Record of a Con tier nation between Mr. Eden and the Egyptian Prime Minister, 

I HAD an opportunity for a conversation with the Prime Minister after 
Luncheon at the embassy to-day, His Excellency began by saying that, he was 
glad that Sir Miles had made'an occasion for this conversation, lor he washed 
to emphasise to me Egypt’s loyalty to the treaty mid her clear understanding 
that her interest was bound up with ours in the present conflict. An Allied 
■l ietory wiih indeed vital to Egypt as well as to us, This was dearly understood 
by every section of Egyptian opinion, dust as all pavtids in Egypt endorsed tlie 
Anglo-Egypt!an Treaty, so did they now support the Government in their desire 
l.o give all the help they could to the Allied cause. 

I thanked Alt Maher for his assurance, which, i said, I felt sure the Prime 
Minister and the Foreign Secretary and mv colleagues would be happy to note. 

L myself had observed, even in the few' days ! had spent in Egypt, how general 
was the popular support for the Allies. This seemed to me very natural, since 
imr interests were in truth identical. Though Egypt was not at war, we regarded 
her as an ally in the spirit of the treaty, and lie’would have seen from the steps 
we had taken to strengthen our military forces in Egypt that we had no intention 
of letting our ally down. This morning I had seen, as no doubt had the l h i me 
Minister, [• ruins pacing through the railway nation in Cairo carrying the newly 
arrived New Zealand troops. The Frsme Minister replied that his Government 
warmly welcomed the arrival of the New Zealand troops; indeed, they were very 
glrul of the increases in our forces in Egypt which bad recently taken place. Ho 
Salt sure that the ambassador would toll me that, whenever we asked for any 
facilities, the Government, was only too ready to grant them. In this respect 
matters were going well, und would, he felt sin e, continue to go well. The more 
confidencewe could place in Egypt, the more should we find (hat eori faience repaid 
by increasej co-operation by both Government and people. Egypt wished to feel 
that she was on her account playing her small part as an ally. 

The Prime Minister then asked me what 1 thought of the progress of the 
war and of its duration, T replied that prophecy was scarcely possible in present 
conditions, L could, however, tell him that the spirit of the people at home. waS 
excellent. They were determined to see this thing through. They felt that, 
while present forces ruled in Germany, them could be no security for any nations 
in Europe or elsewhere. The Prime Minister cordially assented to this, I 
continued that we had no Illusions, about the ox tent of the task confronting us. 
1 had heard since 1 arrived in Egypt that there was an impression in some high 
quarter# that we underrated the strength of our enemy. This was not true. Wo 
fully appreciated that Germany was the greatest military Power in the world 
and our exertions were being measured by that knowledge/ We also appreciated 
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that the struggle might be long and must be tough, but we were confident of the 
ultimate outcome. If the Prime Minister had been able to see^as S had done, the 
magnificent troops that hail arrived from Australia and New Zealand in the last 
twenty-four houv&» he would understand that confidence. 

The Prime Minister replied that he was especially interested in what 1 had 
told him of our realisation of tier many’s military power. He assured me that he 
shared our confidence in ultimate victory. Ali . Maher then reiterated lus 
assurances of Egypt’s fidelity to the Allies, and continued that, though Egypt was 
fortunately not at war at present, the Government was apprehensive ior the 
future. They were well aware of the fact that Italy was still strengthening her 
de fences in Li by a. A ga ins!, w horn was ll l is mi lit ary e In at. < i rent eel ? _ Italy* xml d 
not think that she was in any danger of attack either from funis or Egypt. 
These matters and other information which they _ had received caused the 
Egyptian Government. ootisiderebte uneasiness. J replied that, though this matter 
was more in the ambassadors province than in mine, 1 thought that our 
information tended to show that Italy was desirous of maintaining her present 
neutrality. The Prime Minister, however, did not seem to have much confidence, 
in this view, 

Finally, his Excellency referred once more Lo the treaty position between 
Britain and Egypt, repeated his conviction (hat the negotiation ol the treaty had 
been wise, and said that we should find Egypt at all Himes ready to co-operate in 
working the alliance in spirit as well as in the letter. 

*\., 1 ,, 

February 13, 1940, 


[J 083/31/161 No, 15. 

Sir M. Lanrpson to V isco mi t [/atifn-x,—(Reed red February 20.) 

(No. 103.) 

My Lord, Cairo, February 22, 1040. 

W I fid reference to your Lordship's telegram Xu, o7 ol the Qth hehruipy. 

I have the honour to report that, the Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs, 
accompanied by Bear-Admiral A, Bromley, arrived in Cairo by air on Sunday, 
the llth February, at 3‘30 r.M., and left again for England fit 8-30 a.m, on 
Friday, the 16th February. Mr. E. liawdoii Smith, of the Dominions Office, 
arrived on the Dth February and left for England on the 21st February. 

2. f met Mr. Eden at the aerodrome, A representative of the Grime 
Minister and the Governor of Cairo were also present to welcome him to Egypt. 
Immediately alter his arrival. Mr* Eden, accompanied by Rea*'-Admiral Bromley 
and a member of my staff, proceeded to Addin Palace, where he wrote his name 
in King Fnronk’s and Queen Farida's hooks. By a coincidence. as Mr. Eden 
was signing his name in the King's book, the Italian Minister* Signor M&zxolini, 
who had that afternoon returned by air from Rome, arrived at the palace fox' the 
same purpose* Mr. Eden and Signor Mazssolmi were presented to each other by 
Mr, Hamilton of (.Ids embassy, who had accompanied Mr. Eden lo the palace. 
The i Is Limn Minister was obviously considerably surprised at meeting Mr. Eden 
in Cairo so unexpectedly. 

3. On l he morning of Hie 12th iAbnmry, Mr* Eden, accompanied by myself, 
Li curt emu ltd tenoral Sir A W a veil* General Officer Commanding inlineE Middle 
East, and Hear-Admiral Bromley and Mr, Bawdon Smith. preceded by air -q 
Suez, where we were met a I t he aerodrome by Ahmed Mahmoud Azmy Bey. the 
Governor of the Suez Cana! Zone, and Ahmed Rassem Bey, Governor of Suez. 
The Australian and Mew Zealand transports were already lying olT the entrance 
to the Canal. and the party proceeded to the quay anil embarked m a launch, 
haying been joined by Lieutenant-General IL M. Wilson* General Officer 
Comma tiding-in-chief, British Troops in lilVpL flie party first hoarded (he 
steamship The Empress of Canada, where Majoa-General B C. Frey berg, V.C , 
commanding the New Zealand troops, received Mr Eden, 

4. Your Lordship will already have read in the newspapers the accounts ol 
the warmth of the reception given to the Secretary of State by the Dominion 
forces, and I will not. therefore say more than that it could not have been more 
enthusiast So or whole-hear ted. The procedure adopted was as follows: At the 
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request, of Mi\ Eden, I first read the gr&ciQUS message sent to the troops by His 
Majesty The King, as authorised in your Lordship's telegram iNo h7 ot tne 
8th Februaryi and Mr. Eden then welcomed the troops on behalf ol His Majesty s 
Government in a short, speech* Lieutenants tenoral Sir A, Waved next, welcomed 
them to his command* and the formal proceedings ended with a speech ol thanks 
by General Frey berg. Mr. Eden then mingled with the officers and men, and also 
talked freely with the press representatives, who were gathered on the ship. 
Subsequently, the other three New Zealand transports- were visited, the last, being 
already alongside the quay and in process oi disembarking its complement of 
troop si Mr, Eden received' a rousing ovation on id l sides, and his action m I lying 
out to Egypt specially to welcome the contingents was dearly immensely 
appreciated by all ranks. 

5, Whilst Mr. Eden was welcoming the New Zealanders at kuey the 
t.ransporte containing the Australian contingents were steaming through the 
Canal to Ismailia, and it was there that they vverc greeted at a i-au. after a lunch 
given by Major-General Brookes at the United Services Club at Moascar, at 
which Vice-Admiral Sir j* Pipon, representatives of the Suez Canal Company* 
and senior Egyptian officials were present. The procedure on board these ships 
was similar to that carried out with the New Zealand contingent at Sues:, u.nd 
Mr Eden received nil equally rousing welcome* I'hc Anstralbro troops were 
under the command of Brigadier Allen, Lieutenant General Sit I hoinas Blaney, 
Commanding the 2nd Australian Imperial Force, up being present as he was due 
to arrive shortly by mail steamer. 

G. Mr, Eden's party returned to Cairo by air at 4-30 p.m.. and landed at 
Heliopolis Aerodrome a I 5-30 p.m. All arrangements _worked. throughout the day 
with the greatest smoothness, for which all credit is clue to theJociu service 
authorities who were responsible for them. The press, British and Egyptian, was 
fully represented, and was most appreciative rtf the arrangements made and of 
M r. Eden's personal eon si deration for them. The Egyptian Government was also 
fq.ily represented during all the proceedings by Ahmed Mahmoud Azmy Bey, 
Governor of the Suez Canal Zone, and by the Governors of Suez and Port Said, 

7, On that evening Mr. Eden attended with ate an Anglo-Egyptian Army 
Boxing Tournament at Abhassia, where he had an opportunity of meeting the 
Prime' Minister, 1 he senior army officers. Prince Ismail Daoud and Nabil Abbas 

Halim. j j 

8 On Tuesday morning, the iBlh* Mr, Eden paid a visit to the 1st Battalion 
of the King s loyal Rifles, now station# in Cairn,, with which regiment he served 
during the last wai Mr. Eden received a hearty welcome from all thinks. 

9 ° At lunch on the same day Mr. Ed mi met the Prime Minister, whom I 
invited to a quiet party at the embassy, and afterwards had a private conversa¬ 
tion will him, the Wfliw of which has already been reported to your Lordship in 
my despatch No. 108 of the 15th February, 

1 lt>. Ai 4 i■. m. f accompanied Mr. Eden to the palace and presented him and 
Admiral Bromley to King Farouk. 1 have already reported to your Lordship, in 
my telegrams Nos. 37 and 38* Saving, of the 13th February* an account, of this 
audience and of the delivery by Mr, Eden to King Farouk of Iiis Majesty King 
Geojfgete message authorised’ in your Lo#ahm's telegram No, 67 of the 
8th tfehrnary. A reply to 4he King from King Farouk was subsequently sent to 
England by ihe hand of Mr. Kden. '! attach for ictsoid copies of the two messages 

(enclosures 1 and 2).(') , , , , , 

H On our return from the palace, Mr, Eden met at the embassy, the heads 
of missions of the Allied countries, together with the Saudi Arabian repre¬ 
sentative, whom 1 hud invited to tea here. The same evening 1 gave a dinner 
party in Mr, Eden's honour* which was attended by the chiefs of the fighting 
services and the more prominent members of the British community. 

P 2 On due morning of Wednesday, the 14th February. Mr. Eden* accom¬ 
panied by myself* attended a parade of the Indian troops in camp at Mena, am! 
the message to them from Bis Majesty 'l he King was read to them by myself at 
Mr. I Men's request, after which Mr. Eden briefly addressed the troops. At 12 p.M. 
Mr' Eden paid a call on Piitme Mohamed Aly," during winch I was present, and 
remained in eonversEilimi for an hour, A eon Fi den tin! record of Hie Koval 
Highness's remarks forms enclosure 3 (') to this despatch, I may mention that 



g) Not printed 


35 ) 


39 

His Koval Highness, in a subsequent visit, io me, coiitinned the points raised by 
him and detailed in the enclosed record-C) At 1 30 c.m. Mr. Eden ai tended a 
luncheon party given in his honour by the Prime Minister at the Seni realms Hotel* 
ro which some 120 persons were invited. Aly Maher Easlm proposed the health ol 
His Majesty King George* and Mr. Eden followed with that oi King liarouk. 

1 13 At 4 ?\u. Mr, Eden met the beads of a!! foreign missions, including 
Hignor Mazzoiini, the Italian Minister, at a tea party at. the embassy, and aubre- 
q lien i-l y attended a large party in the ballroom* to which 1 had invited t.he I'rmic 
Minister, all the members of the United Front who had signed the treaty, the 
members of the present Ministry, Ml ex-1 Time Ministers and the lVe&idftte ol the 
Senate and Chamber of Deputies* A number of representative British 
personalities were also present. This gathering was a great success. Every 
Egyptian present was introduced to Mr. Eden and had a few words with him. 
Unfortunately, Mohamed Mahmoud Pasha was unable to attend owing i- illness, 
hut Mr. Eden subsequently sent, him a card with an expression of regret at not 

having seen him. _ . _. „ , T . . 

14. On Thursday morning, the 15ih February, Mr* Eden Hew to j alestme 
to visit the Australian contingent in camp, and returned to l airo at ;>-3u c m 
O n Ills return to the embassy Mr, Eden first interviewed representatives of the 
British press; later he addressed the editors and proprietors ol the leading 
Egyptian newspapers in the drawing room ol the embassy. I enclose lor your 
Lordship s information a copy of Mr. Eden’s statement (enclosure 4).( L ) I he^ttfj 
friendly atmosphere prevailed, and expressions of thanks and inUri m the Allied 
#use werefmade by Ur. Nimr Ptfu. of the .1/ Mokatiam, Hussoiu Heikal 1 apa, 
of the A l Syaxm, and Gabriel Takla Pasha, of the A l A hr am. 

15. Mr. I-Men left for England by air, accompanied by Admiral Bromley, at 
8'Stf a.m . the following morning, Friday, the 16th February. 

Hi. There is no doubt that Mi Eden's Hying visit to Egypt was tlni most 
unqualified success. In the first place, it has signalised I he unity of the Empire 
in a way that no one can have failed to understand; strum I iy. u has had n most 
heartening effect in Egypt as well as in the world outside her frontiers. I have 
no hesitation in recording that it has strengthened our position greatly, [he 
lack of airy striking event* in the war zone was beginning to influence Egypt cm 
opinion in the direction of a certain indifference to the war and the Allied enure. 
Mr, Eden’s visit and the arrival of the An sans* following on (tenoral Woygnnd's 
visit have given a new vitality to the atmosphere, Mr, Eden's own pcrsotmUiy 
and the historic part he himself played in Ihe conclusion of the Anglo-Egyptum 
Treat) made him a most lilting emissary to come to Egypt on tins histone 
occasion, and his presence here has undoubtedly helped greatly to .strengthen the 

ties existing between the two emmtries and to silence tin- critics. I pi . 

sufficiently express my lhank* to Mr. Eden for his visit or for Hie untiring way 
in which lie met all the calls upon him during a very full programme. The visit 
has done a great deal of good, 

\ have, Ac. 

MILES W* LAMFSGN. 

P) Mill printed. 


[J 818/02/161 ®JP- L0. 

Sir J/. Lump^ut to Visiotmt iialifnx^~{Reteimd March lib) 

My Lord^ Cairo, March 8, 194(1 

1 11A V K the honour to transmit to your Lordship a short repo id compiled by 
Mr. Ha mil ion. assistant oriental secretary, on a tour recently made by him m 

Lower Egypt. . . . . 

2 Your Lordship will note that, accord mg to this report the aUiLnde ol the 

provinces visited is enti* factory, (Hid that the arrival ot lhe Anzacs and the 
AUmark incident have had a heartening ettevt on public opinion, 

3. On the other hand, there are indications that public opinion would react 
rapidly Eo events pie judicial to British prestige Or to the dashing of hopes of 
future materiai advantages arising out of the war (see paragraphs 3 and 4 of the 
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report) In connexion with the cotton problem, it is, therefore, from the local 
point of view, disturbing that His Majesty's Government have not- found it 
possible to make some tangible gesture in the form of purchases of Giza 7 cotton 
(see correspondence ending with your Lordship s tclcguipi Jvo. 112 oi the 
2nd March). Whilst, maybe, econom k ally sound, from the political angle, I cannot 
but regret this decision. Vo niy mind, ii is rather a matter oi policy than oi 
c ednom v M r, Ha mi) toi i’ s obse r v a i ions rega v d i ng the so re ness prev alenf i n Lower 
Egypt at His Majesty"8 Government’s attitude over the cotton question have 
hecu confirmed to me from other influential quarters, and this soreness does not 
help the success of our local war propaganda. , . _ , 

4 Reference to Foreign Office archives will show that in the last war the 
shortage of 1 tibp (straw fodder for animals) due to clumsy handling of miiiy 
purchases, played an important* if not a conclusive, part in the mention of the 
anti-Bri t i sh fee I i ng a i non g the fel 1 aheeii, w h id x sh o wed i lee 1 f m v i oM l ly in the 

1910 outbreak. ... - 

II is to be hoped that cotton, whatever the economic rights and wrongs of 

lhe case, is not dest ined to pky a similar rtfje in I he present war, 

T At 

MILES W. LAMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. HI 

Report on a Tour in Lower Egypt, February- March 1940 , 

ACCOMPANIED by Mr, R. Davies, of the Embassy Publicity Section, [ 
visited Zagnzig, Mausouru, MehaJla lvebla and I ante. and and talks with our 
consular agents, the inudirs and a number of unofficial persons. I have made a 
sjjceisd note of my talk with I be Mudir cl Dnkahlia, and have attached it with 
this general report. The following are conclusions 1 arrived at regarding the 
present situation , 

General Attitude regarding the War. 

2, This is at present satisfactory and is due, as far as the thinking part of 
the population is concerned, to a genuine leeling oi sympathy with the Allied 
oause and a realisation of what happens to small countries who come under 
German sway. The treatment meted out to the Czechs and Coles has impressed 
the public with what might happen to themselves in like case- The immediate 
lessening of (he Italian menace and the arrival of large contingents of Imperial 
troops has, moreover, given a feeling of confidence and security. 

Economic Siitwtion. 

3 , This is not as satiafaotorv as it might be, but the rise in prices of agri¬ 
cultural products, whilst not as yet giving any appreciative advantage to the 
producer, has raised hopes of better times coming, and has offset for the moment 
any grumblings caused by the tendency of the cost of living to rise. ibis 
increased cost, variously estimated at from It) per cent, to 2a per cent., has so lar 
hit the townsman more than the fellaheen. One hears at the moment more 
comment regarding the rising cost of cultivation tlmn of the rising cost of living. 

4 , The alleged failure of the British Government to make any generous 
gesture regarding the coll on market Is widely commented on, but when closely 
questioned, no one seems to be able to make any concrete suggestion as to what 
exsu:tly shouhi have lseen doito. I was urgetl Iy sevorn 1 persons that IIis Majesty’s 
Government should " give them a sign,’ 7 and they mostly seem ignorant of what 
Hia Majesty's Govenunciu did, in fact, agree to do—no doubt because the Prime 
Minister got in first with the Egyptian Government’s proposals. Whether 
unreason able or not, there exists considerable soreness with (l rout Britain amongst 
all classes regarding iho cotton question, and ii would seem wise to eliminate it. 
If His Majesty’s Government bought only a small amount on her own account, it 
would have a‘moat beneficial effect as far as our reputation is concerned, A 
concrete sign of this sort is what, 1 believe, is heeded. Elaborate arrangements 
far preventing a fall in price below a certain figure shorn to have no psychological 
value. 
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Internal Political Situation. 

5. Internal politics seem to be at a discount-she major issues of the war 
and of the economic si tug I ion overshadowing for the moment the play oi political 
forces in the capital I f there is a tendency, it. is a swing back towards the Wafd, 
and I was assured by my informants that, in any free Sections, they, the Wafd, 
would certainly return to power. The ijalc of Wafdiat newspapers shows a 
tendency to increase 

(} L The present Ministry is not yet unpopular, but lias acquired no general 
su p po rt, A i u o ngst t he \ noire cr i t i cal o f my co n t acts t her re w a s a tendency to regain! 
most of the Government’* schemes as window-dressing* and in the case of the 
territorials as definitely harmful, 

7. The attitude towards the King seemed to be largely negative, and His 
Majesty, when mentioned at all, was referred to in an apologetic tone as a young 
man lacking in responsibility. There is talk, however, regarding the alleged 
dissatisfaction of Bis Majesty’s Government with King lfamuk, and it is even 
reported that there is a project to bring back the ex-Khedive or to place Prince 
Mohamed All on the throne. Neither proposal seemed to 1}C met with any 
enthusiasm. But it is significant that this subject is being discussed at. all, ami 
that, the possibility of such a happening is envisaged without apparently any 
serious emotions being aroused. 

Propaganda, 

8. According to official informants, inudirs and consular agents, there 
is no very active German or Italian propaganda in the provinces at 1-he present 
time, ana independent enquiries failed to obtain any concrete evidence of such. 

I was assured that (he Egyptian State broadcasting holds almost the whole held 
of broadcast listeners, and the public broadcasting sets in the coffee-shops are 
largely controlled by the police. This in form at ion is, ! know, contrary to certain 
reports recently received at the Ministry of Interior, and when I was with the 
Mudir of DakahUa he showed me instructions he had received from the Ministry 
to pay special attention to enemy propaganda curried by Armenians. My impres¬ 
sion is that, certain recent events, such as the arrival of the Anznes and the 
Amtark incident, has completely offset for the moment any impression which 
previous enemy propaganda might have made. A member of the Public Instruc¬ 
tion at Mansnura said he had noticed an improvement in the boys’ attitude 
i,iwards himself after the hitler incident, and lie believed there was a direct 
connexion between the Incident and the improved behaviour. 

&. In a report on my recent, lour in Upper Egypt, 1 postulated that the 
react ions of the fellaheen in this war would be quicker than they had been in 
the last. This view is also held by Mr. des Glares, of Heel and Co,, Melinite, 
who has had it long experience of Egyptian provinces and Is the best informed 
of our consular agents in Lower Egypt. He expressed the opinion tlml with 
the spread of education and the increased mobility of the people, the day was 
not far off when the fellaheen might give serious trouble. They are beginning 
io talk of higher wages and to discuss questions which had uol previously k;cu 
within their cognizance. It was inevitable, no doubt, that this would happen 
sooner or later, but it is clear that under the stress of war condition*, ibis 
evolution will be accelerated. If prices and wages do not keep pace with a rising 
cost, of living, it is likely that developments will take place in Egypt which will 
he prejudicial to interim] stability, and so to our position, ami will produce a 
fertile held for enemy propaganda 

ia This State of affairs has not yet arisen. 'The population is at the 
moment living in hopes, but if these hopes are disappointed the situation may 
well become serious, and the present standards of Govrnmmm and administration 
in Egypt give little grounds for confidence that such a situation will be adequately 
handled. 
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Sub-Enclosure in N T o, 16, 

Nett of CoiimirsutioH with Ahmed tie y Nedim, Mi (dir of IMkaUm ut Mtmsoum 

on Wednesday, February 28 , 1640 , 

XBDIM BEY h# suent most of his service in the police, whore he rose » 
the rank of Miraiai. He was then transferred to tVie AdnoiListratioo, ^ih a 
Ih'Iiic an inspector in the interior. MuhaJUol huea and M««lir ol t.i go luvmoe 
1,0 &s appointed to Dakahlia. He is now 94 years of 

. m ,.inor dovernmeut oliicinls who received then- early training Jlo% 0 ioe 
B Cectora In the course of my Ion, talk with him he 
poiuLa. They are of interest as givjiag the views oi the b^anoed otticial 

dbi ^ WB8 critical of the present stale of ulVairs mi the toll awing 

grounds — 

The present Ministry, he affirmed, was determined gradually to eluninate 
the old tvpr of professional official imbued with Iiviush tnuliticms and introduu 
their place younger and mure " coula.it " men. Tins was bring done on the 
It' of Introducing new blood, but, in reality, it was m order 10 trans[«. 
the spirit of administration. The Mai At ttM uonsorsbm was being used o 
prevent any healthy discussion of internal affairs, and the result was that no 
one could get at the truth of anything. He instanced the Ai.wl-Mwn tug 
The Prime Minister’s visit and behaviour in Upper Egypt had caused a great 
ileal of resehtmenL amongst the officials there, as he (tin 1 rime Mtiustei), m 
order to curry favour, had hobnobbed mid sat down to table wutil persons ot no 
sound local standing, and had thus undermined I hei r positions, [he new cadre 
had gravely discouraged officials, who now flaw their lutnre bloiUd. lnty 
wore not working as before, and lie was dissat isfied with the discipline prevailing. 
a Nwlim Bey was critical of the entourage surrounding the young lung 

and of the bad influence emanating from the Ihtlafie. ...... 

4 The present position rh-h-cis Great llntain and the Allied cause was, 
he said, satisfactory Enemy propaganda was haying, «» tar as he was able 
ui discover little effect, and what there was had been largely offset l)> the 
arrival of the Anne and Indian troops. Egypt felt secure now. 

r , The condition of the fellaheen was poor, but not desperate. I lie nse 
in the cost of living had not hit them as much as n hail the townsfolk, and 
they (the fellaheen) were living in hopes ol belter times to come, hcdiui Bey 

said however that there was a growing spirit ot independence ... the 

workers « all classes, and he regarded the future with considcrab e misgivings, 
ii ,, tinfe wlien F.gvut would Ik- needing most skilled and careful government, 
iu'r standard of iidmmislretion was declining. 


866/51/16] No, 17, 

5 ij * , 1 /, [ s itMpsOft tff Viacftitfit Halt fur, -{Rectfivui/ Month 18 ,} 

Mv Lorti SCCret ^ Cfftro, March 12, 1940, 

' ‘ THE development of Egyptian interest in iho was briefly described 

in my despatch No. 28 of the »lh J mmif. . Subsctiuent discussjonn mwjte 
Egyptian Prime Minister about bis proposed visit 10 the Sudan and ihe exu s*iu 
nubility given to the plans for his visit in the Egyptian press have 
the posaihUity that the Egyptian Government may intend to propose 
modifications in the adnitmat ration of the Hndan, I have according y bought 
il useful to examine on the one hand the legal [msUuni Hi regard to possible 
modifications of the relations of the Sudan to Egypt and tho^ I'm tod Kingdom, 
and on the other ham! to put down objectively the cansideratiom which appear 
lo lit; at the back of the policy of His Majesty'a Government, and the Egyptmu 
Government in their dealings with the Sudan ami to consider Lhc methods ot 
reconciling and barman i fling them, I hope l shall be excused if for the sake ot 
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completeness I go over some of the same ground which has already been covered 
in my despatch Ho. 28 The first draft of this despatch was sent to the Governoi- 
Genei’li of the Sudan for his comments, He expressed general agreement subject 
Lo observations on certain aspects of (lie matter discussed. I have taken his views 
into account in prewiring the final version of the despatch, except in one case, 
where T have thought il host to send his comment as a separate atmexnre to the 
despatch fparagra pi is 12 - 1.4 below). 

2. For an understanding of the legal position the essential documents are 
(he Condominium Agreement signed by Lord Grenier and BbnlrpB Ghali Pasha 
on the 19th January, :B99 (with the unimportant modification thereto brought 
about in the agreement of the 10th July, 1899), and the relevant clauses of the 
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of Alliance signed on the 26th August. 1930, and ot 
the attached documents* namely, article 11 of treaty r paragraphs xiv to xvi.i ot the 
agreed minute, and niv second note to the President or the Egyptian Council 
of Ministers of the 12th August, 1936. H seems clear that., while, according 
to article 16 of 1 he treaty of the 26th August, 1936. the terms of this treaty 
cannot be changed until after the expiration of a period of ten. .years from its 
coming into force, article El reserves the possibility of the modification of the 
Condominium Agreements at any Lime by negotiation between the eon trailing 
parties, Any modification which the Egyptian Government might desire to make 
whether before 1945 in the Condominium Agreements or eventually in the Treaty 
of Alliance would certainty be designed either Lo emphasise the Egyptian, claim 
to sovereignty over the Sudan, or to secure a legal right for Egypt tor a larger 
share in the' administration of the Sudan, The question of sovereignty was 
carefully avoided both in the Condominium Agreements and in the Treaty of 
Alliance, and any discussion of it would be most undesirable as showing a wide 
d i ve i gen ce of vl a w$ bet wee n Mis M a| esl y 'f? Co vern men l and 11 le Egy pfci a 11 
Government. As regards administration, the Condominium Agreement^ gave 
effect lo the “ claims which have accrued to Her Britannic Majesty's Government, 
by right of conquest, td share in the present settleiitent and future working and 
development of the said system of administration and legislation A They did 
so by giving practically unlimited administrative power Lo the Governor-General 
and'laying down that his an point rnent was in he made on the recommendation of 
the British Government. tip to the end of 1924 there were u large number of 
Egyptian admmistral ive officials in the Sudan, partly in the technical services, 
but partly also consisting of mamurs and stilMnamuis who e&rried out general 
iylmmistralivc duties under British supervision, Above them tlicre was the 
British Political Service composed or Sritifili ofiidals selected frtora the 
universities mid British officers seconded from the Egyptian army. In 1925, as 
a result of troubles fomented by Egyptian agitation, practically all the Egyptian 
admin ist-rat ive, as distinct from depart mental, officials were withdrawn, their 
place being takch by Englishmen and in course of time, as a result of the policy 
instituted at this time of decentraIisni.icm and government through native 
agencies, by an ever-increasing number of Sudanese; In the 1936 treaty the 
Egyptians wished to restore the status quo tnitr in tins respect, and the 1936 i reaty 
safeguards, to a certain extent the Rtjy-ptutn claim to give pmtit leal effect to theii 
share in the control of the Sudan. 

3, 1 will now endeavour to sot out some of the more important considerations 

which appear to govern the policies of His Majesty's Government and the 
Egyptian Government respectively with regard Lo the Sudan, The interests of 
His Majesty's Government in main taming their pas Man in Hie Sudan may lie 
fluiuman$ed[ as follows 

(1) Imp* rM As long as it is essential for imperial conimuuiea- 

l ions to exercise some control in Egypt it will be necessary to exercise 
control over the Sudan. We could tolerate no other Power there, 

(2) Prestuj* k —-The Sudan is generally regarded us being more under British 

than Egyptian ad mi n is t rat ion. A -m/trked change in this respect would 
tend to lower the position of Great Britain as an imperial Power 
in the Near and^ Middle East. 

(8) The proper guardianship of an uncivilised people unable to govern 
themselves or Lo defend themselves against external attack. This 
object is achieved by cheap and ellicitmt adminisi ivi i ion, and has as 
its logical sequel the very gradual handing over of control lo the 
Sudanese themselves 












(4) Cotton supplies to the United Kingdom and certain oilier commercial 

advantages due more to the early establishment of British companies 
in tlie Sudan and of trade connexions between Great Britain and the 
Sudan rather than to any active discrimination on the pari of the 
Sudan Government, 

(5) Well-paid employment for some 700 British civil servants. 

4. Egyptian interests may he tabulated as follows: — 

(«) The security of the southern frontier of Egypt 
{b) Security for the supply of water of the Nile. 

((■} Prestige. 

(d) Trade 

(c) Moslem fellow-feeling. 



U as probable that the Egyptians do not think overmuch about (#}, being more 
preoccupied with their western frontier; (&) and (e) are the crux of 1 hv mutter, 
Tt is held by some observers that the Egyptian masses have a deep subconscious 
fear of the possibility of interference with the upper readies of the Nile loading 
to a diminution of its How through Egypt, The present areait^ment gives 
them security against such interference, but the security is not in their own hands, 
and according to this view they are uneasy at the idea that the control of the 
waters; of the Nile is in our hands at present, and, in the future, ns we are 
thought to be planning it, will he in those of the Sudanese, The position as 
regards prestige is also unsatisfactory in Egypt ian eyes. The Egyptian flag is 
flown alongside the British in the Sudan, and Egyptian troops are now stationed 
there again as a manifest of Egyptian authority, but any Egyptian who gives 
the iafer any thought must wish for some more real share in the control of 
the country, 

o. As regards commerce also the situation is unsatisfactory to a section 
of tlic Egyptian public. It is perhaps significant that the first official or semi¬ 
official body concerned with the Sudan, y the Sudan Permanent Committee, lr 
started life :is an off shoot of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. The 
Egyptian business man sees in the Sudan a targe potential market for goods 
produced naturally or manufactured m Egypt, and. if the infuslrialisation of 
Egypt proceeds, this tendency cannot fail io become 1001*0 marked. It is naturally 
in the in barest of the Sudan to trade with Egypt, but the balance is already 
favourable Lo Egypt and a one-sided increase m l^gypt’s exports to the Sudan 
would j]fj[ be Ltj 3he latter s a.dviint^bgv. 1 33 the case of textiles and other goods 
at present imported into the Sudan from Japan a:id other countries subject only 
to a low revenue i a rift, j[ won hi be necessary 1 in order to enable Egyptian goods 
tu compete, to impose a high protective and prohibitive larifi'. This would not 
only considerably raise the cost of living in the Sudan, but also, by increasing 
the ratio u| imports f roiii Egypt, which are customs "free, would seriuiislv affect 
ilic Sudan's customs revenue (though it may be possible to safeguard this' as has 
been done in some casus, by the imposition of internal consumption duties which 
would still leave the requisite margin of preference for Egypt), 

(I 11 is difficult to estimate how real is the feeling in Egypt of religious 
interest in the Sudan as a Moslem or potentially Moslem country Somh pious 
Egyptians undoubtedly have a sincere wish to help the Moslems in the northern 
Sudan and convert to Islam the pagans in the south. Bin it is n regrettable fm 
that, especially with a politically-minded sheikh like Mohawed fliistapha-d 
M a rag] M at the bead of the A Khar, religious sentiments are often used for nlinlv 
political ends. Micro 15 a close connexion between the recent agitation about the 
Sudan sponsored by the Prime Minister and the pressure exercised by Sheikh El 
Maraghi in favour ni the affiliation of the Moslem religioui institution (Maithad) 
at Omdurman to the Azhar. ! 


, *1 ■ L '® i y El i il ie r asp i ra i i ons o 1 I £gy p t w h i d 1 a re at 11 rose 111 so 

!i l] 101,1 realisation that they can hardjy be described as established interests 
lliese are the hope of finding in the Sudan living space for Hie surplus nopuluUoii 
ol Egypt, and the possibility of the Sudan relieving llie " white collar 
unemployment amongst Egyptian youth, 

8 . Of these KSfpiim iiiter»| the meet important are those of pnaito 
and water Moui of the diverse fonts which Egyptian political tgitetitii alunl 
the Sudan has taken or will take, can he derived in the last resort from a hankeriiur 
ior greater prestige, Any success which this agitation may have among the 


broader inafes of the Egyptian people may perhaps be attributed to the latent 
anxiety ol. the people about the source of the water in their fields. Except for 
the religious interest of individual Egyptians mentioned above, altruism is entirely 
lacking in the Egyptian outlook on the Sudan, They are interested only in what 
im can get out ol [lie Sudan, and not in its welfare. That is due partly to the 
Egyptian character, partly Lo the 110 fortunate fact that Egypt and ihe Sudan 
compete riot only in ifie production of cotton, but. what is inn re important, in the 
use ol site water. \\ mfc fhe Sudan chiefly wants from Egypt—freedom to 
ii.se more water-can on y he given, or so il can be represented.' at the price of a 
direct loss to the Egyptian cultivator, 1 

9. On our side, as long as wo maintain our position in the world 

and our outlook upon it, we shall of necessity maintain our strategical position 
m toe Sudan and we shall not allow the orderly ad mini strati on of a backward 
poop e which is earned out for the benefit of that people and may eventually 

FoS^t H e ? T r thein ’ to ,J ? dl ^ rtoed l>v the entry of irrosj^nsibb elements from 
"'P'Vm ■ *? sympathy cither with our imperial needs or with our ideals 

"I elirioiii administration or will, the aspirations of Sudanese national ism, 

, .. . [en l an ' s lliat , bare solemnly agreed to share in some sense the 
l d ™T :r''' l r r * l ' ihm wit^Egjrpt, Our prestige would not suffer from 
a small increase m Egyptian participation in the Sudan and any such loss should 
p compensated by the removal of .1 bone of contention with Gy pi u Sd 
ie possible to devise means of increasing tin; Egyptian share under proper saf.-. 

TW*" 1 * l iir r, ” ,1R , thc ftptiaraientals of'ailminisl ration. \\V «!v I.ml 

’) th % , of All, ance to make the attempt, and the Egyptians show every 
*m of n> word It is ime that n,, g ud an question Mg 

usul ami will iio used by hgyptinn politicians as a stick with which to tiril 
cither their omoitmt, or the feritish. ft is always tliftk-ull L an K^nlten 
po iticuin publicly to lake a reasonable line about the Sudan because there is 
jihva'.,; a jealous opponent waiting to take an unreasonable line if this will 
in ijj bun anv ai]vantage Moreover, the ignorance of even educated Kiryntiaiis 
anou the Sudan is abysmal and some pan of the unbalanced views ifm- i ; ,kc 
almm it may charitably he attributed to this, But we should not nSarilv 
leliiin II blank negative to every Keyptiaji approach on the subject merely bwauw 
A l!XI *ftg e yated langui^e in wliich these approaches arc usually couched If 
there are any justifiable grivviimes we shall do U-tter to remove them tin e 

With a dear Conscience we shall he better able to deal wilh anv aJVlatC w di 
may afterwards arise. I here are some concessions which we are Ijoutu! to white 

■W Winch, I submit, we (« make without.unioning oil un.h'Zt oh m; 

di. b-|ve now In distinguish between those and other modi lira lions which lb- 
niwpt mm ' " 1!ly nSt " S t0 ,HU w,lirl * )m‘ neither feuttd nor able to 

Dosil ll ,} lZ "7 !‘> « lt " Ihe legal or constitutional 

J ' .■ Ha ^udan uuuor Llm Limdoniimum A^rerim'iite ni the uresi^ni 

M u ?i 111 m i i. [ hp? reply should he Ih:H ihe difecuasioD this ( |uwiion l«.|i vi vi Eh 

MiijchIv s Government, and the Kgyptian .. war lime would 

nil "kinds (it opportunity lor hostile [nopjaandit and for attcmiits to drive i 

SfeteS? r' 1 tw ° 11 « moreover, unreasonable to“oxMet 

fIIh Majesty S C.iwrilaient to discuss n t|iu>lion bristling will, vnnimveSl 
priinis in ;i iiiih- yrkm ilimr hands are full with frther matters of more vital and 
« m,e m.porlaiive. The same applies to any attempt to change SSS 
a. is of Egyptian partteipation m the administration of the Sudan To this 

bv tb. ilm 1 ’ -' 1 -,! B J' ct t0 set ' ,um fh e ntodificatin., bm.cdu abol Jt 

. E(- 1 . 1.MQ huah Will work out in practice, and Mml ,mv htreer mocliffiat,inn 

■ <jukl. in fjm, fjc in the nature of n constitutional ihanie, and thm’eforo "l- 
debarred from cpnsideration at the present moment iVn- the re&bife mven ihnvp 
lint a corolhn-v of this attitude is that wc must be IS 
ccnseieiitimody the toms ofthe 1030 treaty or show good Ss 

we .^ vfe 110t ^iteted to give practical effect tn our undei-tokm^s 
and. apart from these, we have since the treaty shown incised williiiaji^^n 
teapot Egyptian snKcefiti hi lilies where the Sudan is eojirerncd We h\irl 
sci iipiilouftiy preserved v/s-a t-h the outside world tbe f-. ( ■ i,ir .' i - ■ 
hgtOMtteut was given, albeit reluctantly, to the cessation ol'Vlie MiWnZ.°? liniUI V' 
m by d» Kgyptiau Government to the Sud-in Zo 

Iwvo been ma 3e-, and, most important of all jirhaps for ?| a 1iS“ °S 





Eg y | >ti a n a m o u r-pm p re, t he rci 1 gwj lS of sod a 1 and ofii ci a 1 :ont net s 1 >e r ween : l-gypt- 
ana the Sudan lias contributed to remove the veto on Egyptian interest in and 
cohnexioii with the Sudan which had its origin in the troubles of 1024 and 1025, 
The Egyptians have, therefore, already drawn important benefits from the treaty 
in their relations with the Sudan. Bat they are not wholly satisfied, and it U 
incumbent on us to look through our obligations to see if there is anything more 
which we are bound to do. and, if so. whether it is possible or expedient to do 
it now. 


11 . The appointment of Egyptians to work in the ,Sudan is the first conces¬ 
sion to Egypt mentioned in the treaty, lL is important to note first of all that 
paragraph 2 of article 11 leaves full power of appointment anil promotion o! 


paragraph 201 am me u leaves iuu power 
officials in the hands of the Governor-C&net 


01 fippoiiitmem anti promotic 
id, but it adds Unit lie will. 


making new appointments to posts for which qualified Sudanese are not available, 
select suitable candidates of British and Egyptian nationality, paragraph xiv 
of Lhe agreed minute attached to the treaty adds that " the promotion and 
advn ncement of members of the Sudan service shall be, irrespective of Mtionality t 
up to any rank by sc)eel ion in accordance with individual merits," The reserva¬ 
tion indicating the desire hi lifcy of appointing Sudanese wherever possible is 
important mtd il is probably not generally realised in Egypt what a largo 
piuiKirtion of Sudanese there are its the Adtuiiiistraiion. The ^election of 
Sudanese wherever possible for posts under the (lovmimcnt is one of the clearest 
man!festal ions of tne principle also enshrined in article !l of the treaty that 
11 the primary aim of administration in the Sudan must lie the welfare of the 
Sudanese," PosLs for which no quail fled Sudanese are available are posts 
requiring technical knowledge or a wider education than it is possible to obtain 
in the Sudan and posts in the Sudan Political Service, A number of those 
in the first category, ejc, in the Legal or Education Department of the Sudan 
Government and posts requiring some scientific knowledge, e.g, t of veterinary 
surgery, have been differed to Egyptians, dm t il lias been difficult to find suitable 
candidates, partly owing to reluctance on the part of upper-class Egyptians to 
serve in the Smhni, and partly to the failure of the Egypt inn Government to make 
proper provision for seconded service. Nevertheless, I consider it. important that 
(in- principle should, he strictly adhered to that when a post of this kind is offered 
in England by ndvc-rtisement or otherwise ii should also Ik* possible for Egyptian 
candidates la present themselves for it. This practice is now always followed 
except bi cases, whose number is expected to diminish, where the Governor 
General considers il essential that the candidate should he British. There is 


the further difficulty that in selecting for these posts the $udaii Government 
naturally uttu h far more value to a British than an Egyptian degree, The 
method of selection musL clearly remain lhe prerogative of the Sudan Government, 

I mi t i f an otherwise suitable candidate presented himself it seems that he should 
not j wanysnrify be ruled nut owing to non.possession of a British degree. 

12 . Egy ptian officials concerned with the selection of Egyptians for posts 
in the Sudan a re apt to complain that the terms offered provide fqr the secondment 
of an Egyptian from service in Egypt to the Sudan for a stated period rather 
1 bun for his establishment in the service of the Sudan Government with the 


possibility of rising to be head of a branch or department of the service, The 
reason for this practice is that normally the only Egyptians suitable for official 
employment in the Sudan are in the Egyptian service already and do not want to 
leave it for good. But these complaints and other evidence show that what the 
Egyptians really want is entry into the Sudan Political Service. This no doubt 
appears to them to have the double advantage of providing secure employment 
for young Egyptians with a university hut nnspcemlri&d education, and at the 
same time of leading imperceptibly to a greater measure of Egyptian control in 
1 hr administration. One of the manifestations of this desire is the suggest ion 
raised on several occasions, including one quite recently, that there should be an 
Egyptian Deputy Governor General who would ad as Governor-General during 
(he absence of lhe holder of that post. As Sir Stewart frymes explained to the 
Egyptian Treaty Delegation in 1036 (my despatch No; fill of the 3rd August. 
in:iti) ( rids suggestion, as well &s other suggestions of appointing Egyptians 
i tamed lately te high administrative posts in the Sudan, is impractical and 
undesirable in ninny ways, A certain amount. Inis been done to increase Egyptian 
contact with the higher spheres of the Sudan Administration by the institution 
of a procedure by which I he senior Egyptian irrigalinu tefiehil in the Sudan 
attends meeting's of the Governor General's Council when questions relative to 
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SM*'l«l t Sm| X ’.'**!? by , 1 -! )t ‘ of il" Egyptian economic expert 

"' ” ! - v T'T * >f V* August, 1338, to tJie 
... ■ sl uf ..! l|L Conned oi Ministers, and by the appointment of an Ei?vi>li-iti 

::^d^irrr v tilE! , 0ov e tnor ' G etiera^ But the main problem 
enei 1. to E,l raced, 1, do not fee how (ho treaty can be interpreted to exclude 

Ti’ll' iTL-hf t,<?, P atiou of En> f ,ij.,,,,, j„ the Sudan Political Service. Tills 
l l . (> M,ini ; a most dangerous and uncalled-for concession* but if it j s 

Vi y , ll lE — V ” l liXi sWi be admitted to the political Service in 

as .Englishmen. 1 think that many of the fancied dangers 

men' 7'7i7 T,h !‘"l> nr E m> ti . a, . ,s m «'«M appouL 

jm-til to [.he Sudan I olitical Service m competitani With Englishmen <!r the 

per 1 !™" hi {'K t 1 , rra 'lT' ed ’ T' ^T'ri 11 w ^,«™ia survive ii* probifcioMty 
period in the Sudan, Those who could do so would normally also be able to make 

themselves » earner iujgypt and would prefer to do this. Mt if nb ix.vbioiml 
1 <AV l \ lV qualin^ttoiw, and enterprise this muldsm-ch 

!* 1#" *« wiitonce lhal iJiey were lit to uke their place m the Adihinislrution 
10, . c '"*■ sott, u iiracl.u ri] difficulties in the semctioii of ligyptians for the ituliNt-ai 

fee quest. whether Lite Selection Una,',I should take I-Lvi-liitti 

.Hli re about Egyptian eimdidates, but tvo van always claim in the last rowIsV that 
the ree yg'ves tfe Joven.or-ticneral .'nil di S creti<4 as to the method of TTiT 
muu. do not anticipate that the pmtical results of this propJal would be 
ye.-v great I should he surprised if Store than two or three jiySns onalffied 

. or ... to the political service din-inu tile next live rears But it seems 

’ * * gesture whii-ii is necessary for the strict implementation of our encase 

. tost of ver^lirn ..!## nieasare of K-yptiai. goolwfl 

J J . , v , Li A liGh 1 jjractioal invrmvcn»rice. This nrepo&il must -tbci hn 

Sr 111 °f tlie principle of ericouraging wherev«fr-possible Sudanese 

im-Tlu (juiimn in the administration. The growth of the eapdeity td 1 tin* Sudanese 
logworn themselves is in many ways our best defence amiilist excessive Iv'-vm i.-i n 
eMreachmente Us welbas being the only possible ultimate objective of our tutelage 
lilts mpm.is steady bomg < I eve loped by (he system oi'' l.M-al self-uvmniKait 
uophev^imL tribal and o(W^orgamsations, I umW.siand that theadmission 
■ udamsf u 1 posts m tlje administrative service senior in (Fiat of manmi' has 
alsojKaui considered in lhe Sudan, and that some appointments of Sudanese 
.HUh-mspec-tors have taken place. The time now seems to be coming when it mns( 
'h- senmjjlv eons,den,I whether, if Egyptians are admitted tn the poliGoal 
opportunity sl,0llltl theoretically at least, be given 111* same 

-. , F,i - . T " '] v ^ iy h> ;|V( T t] tl>e possibility of misconception I should like to make 

Wttfc U1 1 f J Ir l<V Wlfc h lll£ ‘ ! K)li< > followed bv the Sudan Go..jut 

tvith regard to the relation between higher education and official employment; i 
regard it ns most (in portent if lilt the steps hitherto taken to avoir! white mllnr 
'I 1 i he SudiLn ,« h ?fW be eon tinner!, and that no eucouragemem 

I® B 1 ^ Ul Kgyjrt to ... that rhr Sudan ran solve [hi. problem & her 

teir Stewart Symes took adviimage of 1 he Prime Minister's recent virii to the 

rmn ; ijt) ^ & emtpd in the Sudan Z 

J^irtiana On tlm emit™ 17. (he number of jobs available for non Sudanese is 
like y to (Wise progressvely. All that l am suggesting is Unit Egyptians 
G;i Id be allowed to compete on equal terms for those vacancies which already 

vX I hi ■* 

14. g. commenting on the that Eiyptinns might l« ndmitied 

1, the pnluin,I hir hlevvnrt Symw Ims em|.iiasiswl lh< miminisli-ative 

" '■ L! ' ils ?in, l diffirultiea which may result. 1'be fairest wav of presenting iiia 

views on the point seems to be to enclose us an annexnto to this despateli a., 
ex tract front lim commente on the first dnft thereof, in ut-.ler thnt due weiehi 
(nay be given to his olijoctious. ^ 

15. E fie next paragraph of article 11 of ihctreai y fu'ovidiug fur the re^ntrv 
Hgyptmn troops into the Sudan has already lieen carried out. 

16. Paragraph 4 of this article seems to provide further scupo for frank 
?md useful discussion with the Egyptian aidhoriiics. All that has fc&L done 
h " lrl1 ; ^connexion with Egyptian immigration into Use Sudan is that nwoiw* 

inns have taken place between the Egyptian Guvernmint and the Sudan Govern 
ment. ithout the paaapoi t and vm formalities ne^ary for travel between b>v.,t 
and the Platan. I In* Sudan Governmeiu are prepared 10 grant most nMhe 
Egyptian, demands iri this matter, and negotiations are only dragging m owing 










to procrastination on the part of the Egyptian authorities consumed. Bui this 
does not touch on the main issue. Egypt is already over-populated and the 
pressure is likely to Income worse. The possibility of Egyptian immigration 
into the Sudan has been examined in the past, e.g. t in the memorandum enclosed 
in Sir John M.iffcy's despatch No. L. 2 (124) of the 25th July. 10311, of which 
a ropy was communicated to the Foreign Office by the Sudan Government London 
Office, and the- conclusions readied have only served: to emphasise the natural 
limitations of the Sudan for the disposal of surplus Egyptians, 1 see no reason 
why most of the considerations involved in this examination should not now 
be made known to responsible Egyptians in the hope that they will thereby be 
less likely to he misled into holding extravagant it leas of what it may be possible 
to do in this direction, The main line of argument is that large-scale immigra¬ 
tion would only be possible, apart from the nebulous schemes for the sudd region, 
it' the Sudan were allowed to use more Nile water. But then Egypt would 
have less, and so be able to support fewer people, and there would be no 
advantage. 

17. As regards paragraph 5 of article 11 there is at present no discrimina¬ 
tion between British subjects and Egyptian nationals in matters of commerce, 
immigration or the possession of property in (he Sudan. 

18. Paragraph 6 , dealing with the method by which international con¬ 
ventions are to hr made, applicable to the Sudan, provides a happy hunting .ground 
for contentious lawyers, but it is difficult to lie I have that any practical interest 
is taken in the matter in Egypt. 

ID. The remaining treaty arrangements, namely, those menlioned in para¬ 
graphs xiv to xvii of the agreed minute attached to the treaty regarding the 
submission of an annual report by the Governo r-Geneia 1 and the siTI.!em$iit of 
the Sudan indebtedness to Egypt, have already been implemented. 

20 . To conclude with a brief summary, my proposals are that we should 
strictly resist any Egyptian attempt to change the legal or constitut ional position 
of the Sud|ti at the present time, but that, we should closely examine our treaty 
'obligations to make sure that [to justifiable grievance is left, and that the main 
points for decision in this connexion are the opening of the Sudan Fob Lied 
Service to Egyptians and the frank discussion with Egyptians of t he possibilities 
qf Egyptian immigration into the Sudan. Apart from our treaty obligations we 
should deal with Egyptian claims with an eye always on the underlying interests 
of the United Kingdom, Egypt, and the Sudan, doing our l>est io co-ordinate 
the three principal factor^ namely, the responsibility of the United Kingdom, 
on the rate hand, for imperial com mi mica lions, on the other hand for the proper 
guardianship of a 1 jack ward country, the desire of Egypt for security for her 
water supply and for prestige, and the claims of the Sudanese la he allowed to 
develop their national consciousness without pressure or disturbance. 

21 , T am sending a copy of this despatch to Sir Stewart Symes. 

T have, &c, 

MILES W. LAMBBON. 


(Extract.) 


Annex, 


Notes f>n the Draft of a Despatch from Sir Miles Lamp&on to Viscount IIidiftu:. 
(References are to paragraphs in the draft.) 


* * # » * * 

Paragraph 12. 

*. # * * * * 

The question of recruitment of Egyptians for the political service is a 
delicate one which lias far-reaching Implications. This service has uIhuu 150 
members, all of them British born, individually selected ami locally trained. IU 
functions are two-fold. H constitutes the prime agency through which the 
Governor-General exercises his political control It lias also supplied officers 
to fill higher administrative posts for which competent Sudanese are not yet 
available' The number of such posts will diminish gradually ns the standard 



4D 

of Sudanese entrants to the public service is improved and native organs of 
local governmeiil are further developed. Meanwhile, the service must continue 
to be regarded as a mandatory one and closed to locally domiciled (Sudanese) 
candidates. It is manifestly impossible to exclude Egyptians on these grounds, 
?ind, under the terms of the (-ondomilium Agreement and the Anglo-Egyptian 
Treaty, it would be inexpedient and invidious to declare (hat Egyptians per so 
arc banned for ever from (fie service. On the other hand, the introduction of 
even exceptional Egyptians (if procurable) would raise apprehensions amongst, 
the Sudanese arid cause service difficultics which T consider should he averted 
for As long as possible, 1 Zap pci it vienl en maugeaift." and I feel that to 
give Egyptian politicians an immediate ettconrngcm’ciil to enter this citadel of 
British authority would be te open a breach in the system that could impair 
1.1 ie maiifhijSbry diaracter of our admi ms t ra ti oil i n the Sudan. Shortly, m y vicws 
are that we should not at present formally extend recruitment to Egypt, nor 
should we, so long as the war lasts, consider the question of ad hoe appointments, 
by secondment or otherwise, of specially qualified Egyptians to the Sudan 
Political Service, 

Khartum-, March 2 , 1940 . 


[J ©29/92/161 No. 18. 

Sir M. Lampson to Viscount Halifax. — (H&ceivetf March 26.) 

[By Bag.] 

(No, 59. Saving.) 

(Telegraphic.) E% clair* Cairo f March 21, 1040. 

M Y despatch No. 272 | of 15th March |. 

Young Egypt party has assumed the name of " National Moslem party," 
subsequent to return of Ahmed Hussein from Mecca. 

2 . It has just printed n pamphlet in the form of an open letter to 
King l.'Yivouk anil an attached party programme, of which the Following arc softie 
of the salient points ;— 

(L) Liberation of Egypt from treaty obligations limiting her sovereignty. 

(2) Unification of Arab countries under leadership of Egypt, 

(jj Party to enter parliamentary clod ions in order to secure power, 

(4) TJie State and judicature to he established on Islamic laws. 

(5) Transactions involving payment of interest to be forbidden. 

( 6 ) Arabic sole language in official and connmTCiiil transact nms. 

(7) All missionary schools to he closed and no foreign institution to be allowed 

to open schools. 

( 8 ) No agricultural land to he owned by foreigners, 

(H) Internal commerce to he solely confined to Egyptians. Foreigners only to 
he allowed to engage in commercial enterprises by special permission 
and under specific regulations. 

(10) Foreigners not to control monopolies or public utilities, or, if already 
controlling them, to he put rid of, 

(it) The preceding article applies also to the Sue^ Canal. 

( 12 ) No foreigner to be employed in commercial houses 

(13) The Sudan to hr united lo Egypt, and for lids purpose all treaties 

restricting Egyptian sovereignty in the Nile Valley to he diolis|t?il or 
modified to become compatible with the independence of Egypt mid 
the Sudan. 

(14) The pagan tribes of the Sudan to be converted to Islam. 

(15) Sudanese ro be represented in the Egyptian Parliament, 

(16) Imperialism in all its aspects in all Arab countries to be combated, 

b. Above pamphlet was also reproduced in the Misr al Fottiit, the organ of 
the party. 

4. The Egyptian Controller of Publicity Censorship, on receiving news of 
proposed publication, proceeded to the offices of Young Egypt and found that one 
of his subordinate censors had passed for publication both [lie pamphlet and the 
number of the newspaper reproducing if He subsequently discovered that this 
[22602] ‘ E 










man had been one of Franco's Moroccan projagandisLij and in touch with Dadone 
Controller forbade distribution oi' pamphlet and newspaper, but was informed 
by Ahmed jl iussein that already a number of the pamphlets had ij^ii mstrmuted 
Controller at once took steps with the Director-Lieiieral of the Post and the Police 
to conliseate all copies discovered. 

5 , On the next morning, controller called on Aly Maher Pasha and, to his 
surprise* found that the latter, with whom he had not yet communicated, had 
knowledge of what, had taken place between the controller and Ahmed Hussein 
the p ’evious night. Aly Maher Pasha went so far as to say that., since the junior 
censor had passed the number of the paper, it should be allowed to appear. 
Control ter objected strongly that if a subordinate made a mistake, there was no 
mason why his chief should not correct it. However, controller found Aly Maher 
Pasha very reluctant to support, him. Aly Maher Prasha finally agreed that the 
pamphlet should not he published in its original form,_ but suggested that 
modifications submitted by Ahmed Hussein should lie considered. 1 have since 
learnt these modifications were slight and mainly verbal, 

6 , Controller then proceeded to Young Egypt office and ordered that neither 
the pamphlet nor the paper should be circulated, Ahmed Hussein 1 hen told him 
that on the previous night a certain numb# of copies of the paper had gone out, 
though at the lime tic had not known it. Controller took necessary action with a 
view to seizing any such copies discoverable, lie then told Ahmed Hussein that 
he would examine the amended p&nphlet and give him an answer on the 
following day. 

7, Controller then called on oriental secretary, fold him the above story, and 
said that he proposed to inform Ahmed Hussein the next day that even the 
amended pamphlet could not he published. C out roller was greatly shocked by 
the anti treaty and anti-foreign note of pamphlet, and was severely critical of 
Aly Mah.br Pasha's attitude. lie said that he had been upset beyond measure 
to find that one of his censors was apparently an Italian agon!, and by the latter's 
apparent association with Aly Maher Pasha. Con (roller added that he proposed 
to resign at the end of ihe month. Meantime, peccant censor had been dismissed. 

S. I am taking matter up with Prime Minister this morning and will report 
result later. 

9. Text of pamphlet by air mail to-day, 


IJ 042/31/16] No, 19, 

Sir M. Lampion to VUcount Ualifar ,— (Heeeiverj March 27.) 

(No. 29 fi.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 2<) f \ Mi). 

W l i l l reference lo my despatch No. i !3f> of the I lih .September, 1939, and 
subsequent correspondence, 1 have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the 
official record of the debate on the Decree-Law for th© Creation of the Territorial 
l'Voe.(|) Hie debate took place in the Chamber of Deputies on. the 12 th March. 
The original decree-law constituting the force bad been promulgated during the 
parliamentary vacation of last year, and the Chamber had thus only the choice 
o f a dop t i n g £ fi g i neasu re o r re j eetiug it coin pi e l ely. In t ho eve rtL as y oi i r 1 4 ov i 1 shi p 
will note, the decree was approved, hut only after considerable discussion, 

2 , According to the note explicative ait ached to the decree law, the role of 
the territorial force is to assist the regular army behind the fighting lines in time 
oi war and to provide a reserve of framed mi.ni. In times of peace, the territorial 
force will, it is hoped/ provide a school of character training for a large uuiuber 
of Egyptians, and will thus exercise a healthy in line:: nee throughout the country, 
l he special form which the territorial force has been given, m the note explains, 
has been necessitated by financial exigencies and has ten adopted after a close 
study of foreign practice regarding similar organisations. 

;L The duties and aims of the force are set oul in article 3 p:f the decree, and 
article 6 lays down that the organisation and administration of the force will he 
independent of the regular army. Its commandant, will ho appointed by decree, 
and will bo a member of the Higher Defence Council If the commandant is not 
of ministerial rank, the Prime Minister will be the authority responsible to 
Parliament. 
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4. In the subsequent debate considerably anxiety was expressed bv certain 
members regarding the constitutional position of the force, and nt the decision 
not to place it. under the Minister of National Defence, in spite of the fact that 
il ; s budget had now been included in the budget of that Ministrv. The Ministers 
oi Just top and for Parliamentary Affairs both spoke cm the constitutional 
[losition, ^an< l n rgued tliat i i was solely for litc oxcciitive aul iiori ty to dec i .t lc to 
which Ministry the force should be attaclied, and that it was perfectly clear that 
the Prime Minister was the ultimate responsible authority. 

R Abdel Rahman Azzam Bey, the Minister for'Social Affairs and the 
present commandant of the force, stated in his speech that the Chamber of 
Deputies had never ceased to dornand that military service should be applied to 
neb and poor alike, and it was there tore hardly for tins l body to oppose the 
project designed ior this very purpose, Financial considerations had, lie declared 
played a decisive part in the form! given to the force. To mobilise all the youth 
of Egypt would involve calling to the colour* 800,000 persons. This was 
impossible and the present scheme wtte evolved with a view to equalising 
conditions oi service for all classes, 

ft The financial aspect of the question was also dwelt on by the Minister of 
Finance, who argued that there were precedents in ot her countries for the attach¬ 
ment of territorial forces to Ministries other than ttuil of Defence, 

7. Three motions proposing .either the ad journmeni of the dehate or further 
examination of the decree, were put, to the vote and rejected. The Chamber then 
approved the report of the Parliamentary Commission and decided not to oppose 
i he decreed aw. Although the decree has. therefore, parted the Chamber of 
Deputies, it is clear from the debate that there is considerable di satisfaction 
refarding the present organisation of the force. II is noteworthy that no W 
than four Ministers had to speak in explanation of certain aspects of the decree 
before the Chamber's aequkee** wL secured, U is S that ftirtW 
opposition will be raised during the debate on the Ministry pf National Defence 
budget, and that the decree-law will meet with considerable op poll t ion in the 
Senate. 

u *\ print which ts of immediate interest to ourselves, is the fact that 
A hoc I Rahman Azzam Rey becomes at-offirio a member of the Higher Defence 
t-oiincil. His lack of real military experience and his general]v ill digested ideas 
will certainly not add to the wisdom of that body's deftberet ions 

. 9. At present the second contingent of ihe territorial force lias started its 
mining, and there are now four camps in being, viz. at Daroanhur, sidi liishr. 
Tel wan and at the Mohained Aly Barrage. I he number of men [ ti canto is Ufifi 
Although O. 200.000 I,a, U*„ allot,,,l for the territnri.it 

tho Ministry of National Defence, Azzam Bev, in the cOurs.' con varsntion with 

Mr. Hamilton, said that he woflld not La able to spoil,I half of lids sum ( |„,j, l(r 
tin: out tent financial year, lie was. ho said, still hampered |iy juek „f (leiwr 
mental organisation and a shortage of trainet! officers. He a,hie,I that hr had 
intention of proceeding faster than circumstances would justify, 

f have, &c. 

MILES W, LAMPS ON, 


[J 1106/92/10] Na 20 

('No 198) Sh ‘ i1; ' limpson t0 v Mount Halifi&^{lUeeim April 9.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo Awrit 9 i040 

l!K PORTS, Ml, secret otlter wise, indicate spread olMui-Chi, fcffi 
iUid propaganda in Egypt and Near East. 

2 . Egyptian economic grievances, especially cottnn, and Palestine nuestii 
me W 0r iactord 111 cxpluitiihoii of this, ft won Id he idle to pretend that serk 
rouble over cotton question is not brewing, and that a recent. Wftftl inanife 
haw not, on that particular point, a. pretty-well universal backing in the count 
vour Lordship will remember that my warnings foreshadowing this mdlah 
have hitherto fallen upon deal' ears. 1 have ten asked pointedly only tod 
once more, whether it is not true that Egyptian cotton, as opposed to America 
has been penalised hy our eontml system. 










[j ilia 203/16i No. 2L 

Sir M. Lampson to Vmount Halifax—(Received April 10.) 

(Telegraphic) C$F°> April 9,1940, 

THE Pri'itfe Minister tells mo that Italian Minister saw bun this morning 


point (c). 

'2, Four points were:— 

(«) Removal of a member of the Egyptian consular staff at Benghazi who 

has I)eeu ' over zealous, ' , L x , 

(/j) Dtpeping by the censor of a ! ‘tier addressed to [he Italian Minister, and 
alleged loss therefi'oni of 18,000 lire, 

(r) Compulaqry routeing by Eastern 1 elegrapti Company or Italian 
Legation's telegrams* 

\/l) Enforced use of sterling exchange tor nil sums sent out of Egypt, 

3 The Prime Minister is apparently prepared to give satisfaction over 
points (a) and (&). He is causing [mints (a) and (d) to be investigated and will 

keep in touch with me. . , „ , , , . 

4, I observed over point (ft) this seemed tn afford an opportunity, it wanted, 
to ask for withdrawal of Italian Vice-Consul from Solium on a similar charge. 
His Excellency did ubt rise Lo this, 

o ffo Prime Minister seemed disposed to think there might be some 
connexion between this Italian move here ami developments in Scandinavia, 


1120 31 16 


No. 22. 


Sir ;!/. Lampsou to Viscount Halifax.—(Reoeired April 10.) 

(No, 202,) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, April 9, 1940. 

TILE Prime Minister told me to-day that at last night’s secret sitting of 
j lie Chamber lie "had succeeded in having the defence budget passed unanimously. 

2, Ho had explained the situation with complete frankness, and had carried 
even the Wafd members with him. He had been questioned about the Azar-el- 
Masri affair, but had satisfied the Chamber 11mt it would have been wrong to 
retain him in view of the opinion of the British High Command. He had also 
revealed to the Deputies that in the event of wur the Egyptian army would come 
under the commrmd of the British General O nicer Commanding- On ihc question 
of cost, lie had explained how previous expenditure had been incurred under the 
preceding Governments and how he had now paid up the an'ears; am! he bad 
lold the Chamber of the hope held out hy His Majesty's Government of some 
future financial arrangement as regards adequate equipment of the Egyptian 
forces to enable them to lake the field as well armed as English, Indian and New 
Zealand troops, by whose side they would fight. 


[J 1196/92/16] No, 23, 

Sir M. Lompstm to Viscount Hidif(ix.—{Reeeimi April 17 .) 

(No. 237.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, April 17, 1040* 

THE Prime Minister in forum mu that the Wafd have put down two inter¬ 
pellations in the Semite, The first regarding Anglo-Egyptian relations, the 
second regarding cotton. These interpellations have been postponed until 
28th April. 

2 .. The Prime Minister is quite prepared to deal with the first and is not 
in the least perturbed about it. But he is definitely preoccupied about the second 
—cotton; anti expects to have a difficult passage ] k j said that he wanted our 
help 1 maintained that oft merits there was no difficulty in showing that Egypt 
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really had no case in regard to cotton. The whole crop appeared to have nov. 
Uni sold at excellent prices, and we ourselves (British Empire) had, i believed* 
taken more Egyptian cotton this year than our assigned annual purchases plus 
the whole [group undecypher able] market (he was inclined Lo dispute this last 
assumption and I find on subsequent enquiry ilmt 1 should have included Trance). 
At his request I promised lo supply his Excellency with [ ? details j we It ad 
worked oi a t for our o w n gu id ante i n oo nnexion w Ith t h c co t toi s “re sol i 1 1. i on 1J 
in Nasha Pasha’s first note, 

3. The Prime Minister agreed that there might be- tittle cape on merits, but 
it was becoming a most serious, indeed, vital, matter psychologically ami 
politically. It affected the whole mass of the Egyptian nation. 'I"he hitter were 
seeing that we had bought from other nations (Turkey, &c.) indigenous pnduels 
to prevent their reaching enemy hands. They could not understand (and bis 
Excellency indicated I hat he, too, was finding it difficult to do so) why wo. trailed 
Egypt, our Ally, leas well in regard to their special product—cot ton. ! replied 
that whilst this might appear sq to Egyptians, the fact, t believer], remained 
that there mm was little [? plain] Egyptian cotton lo buy. Furlher more,. if 
we had agreed to buy the Egyptian crop when we were pressed by the Egyptian 
Government to do ho Iasi Snplember, Egypt would, as a result, have received 
very much lower price than she had done subsequently —a point, which he admitted 

4. Returning to the forthcoming interpellation, the Prime Minister urged 
most earnestly that we would help him meet it, For instance, if he could say 
that Egypt was getting some balancing advantage from ns over both the supply 
of armament and military equipment ?6r her army and over caul: if he could 
show that we were helping Egypt by. for instance, system of deferred payment 
for arms and reasonable price for coal, he would then be able to turn the tables 
upon the Wafd in the Senate, lie begged me to impress most earnestly upon yotir 
Lordship that this is a really serious matter affecting, as U does, the feelings of 
every inhabitant of Egypt towards Great Britain, The Wafd had realised 
that, and had therefore included cotton in both their letters to me, lie repeated 
insistently that if we attached importance to retaining the goodwill of all 
Egyptians (as he knew we did), we must do something about it, So long as he 
could say something tranquil Using in reply to the interpeUaticn, details could 
be worked out between us later lie was minded Lo drafi reply to interpellation 
in concert with me. 

5. .1 remarked that as there were now only ten days before the interpellation. 
T did not see how we could consider the matter sufficiently fully in the interval, but 
1 would report on this matter to your Lordship 

(L My comment will follow by telegram Inter. 


[J 1218/29/16J No, 24* 

Sir M, Lavipsott to Viscount Hal if tic.—(Received April Iff.) 

(No. 366 E.) 

My Lord. Cairo, A pril It), 1940. 

I HAVE the honour, with reference m Foreign Office circular despatch of the 
4lh November, 1936, Lo transmit herewith a statistical table relating to the foreign 
trade of Egypt for 1939, showing com par at ivts figures for 1938, 

2. The total foreign trade of Egypt in 1939 (excluding bullion and specie 
n j if I reexports) amounted i.o £E. 60,727,000, an increase of EE* 1,336,9! so, com¬ 
pared with 1938 total of £ IT 69.391,000, The increase was on l i rely due to the 
great improvement in export returns last year, since the value of imports was 
actually £E. 2 l | million lower in 1930 lban in 1938, 

»/ Imports totalled £K. 34,023,990 U t 1939, compared with CK 36.804,90(1 
in 1938. Exports rose from £E. 28,587.000 in 1938 to £E. 32,704.1109. showing n 
satisfactory increase of over EE 4 million, lie-exports were valued at £E 743.900 
in 1939. compared with EE. 777,069 in 1938. Shipments of bullion and specie 
totalled EE. 1,377.1109 {£ K. 997,91)9 to the United Kingdom) last year compared 
with £E, 755,909 (EE 427.900 lo the United Kingdom) in 1938. Imports of 
bullion and specie totalled EE. 68.000 in 1939, mid EE. 130,009 in 1938 

4. Excluding the above figures of bullion ftiul specie dealings, but (aking 
into account, re-exports, the visible trade balance at Mio close of 1939 was only 
slightly against Egypt, compared with the previous year s adverse balance of 
about EE 7J million. 
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5, Amongst the principal items of import to show large inereqges-m 1WJJ 
v,o!'t: iron and steel bars and sleets, rails, petroleum product#, coal tar dyea anci 
sewing machines Substantial declines occurred it. imports of live-stock, lish, 
cheese, fresh fruits, coffee, tea, rice, Hour, vegetable nils for soap maimiact«irc ( 
sugar, wines and spirits, cement, soap, hides and skins, Limber, arLilicial silk 
articles, cotton piece-goods I'Llie largest item), jute sacks, cast-iron pipes, tractors, 
electrical machinery and motor vehicles. Turning to exports, the chief decreases 
were in wheat, barley, bran, cottonseed, cottonseed cake, k-imne, and cotton yarn, 
white) increases were registered m eggs, I on ids, rice,, cottonseed oil. sugai, 
metallic ores, diesel oils, salt, phosphate of lime, hides and skins, raw wool, raw 
cotton (the largest item) and raw flax. 

6. ' The balance of trade in 1039 with Die following countries was 
unfavourable to Egypt to the extent shown :— 

A dverstt 
Balance. 

£E. 


United States 
Dutch East Indies .. 

Chile. 

Belgium 

Sioumania 

Italy .. 

Germany 

Norway 

Tran 

Netherlands ... 
Finland 
Yugoslavia ... 
Ceylon 

British Malava 


1,537,000 
1 , 4 ^ 9,000 
1,273,000 
1,074,000 
602,000 
543,006 
407,000 
447,000 
385,000 
287,000 
270,000 
240,000 
220,000 
209,000 


whilst Egypt had favourable balances with the undermentioned countries to the 
amount shewn Favourable 

Balance. 


£E. 


United Kingdom ... ,., ♦ 1,955,000 

Japan ... ... 1,045,000 

France .. ,,, 1,510,000 

India ... .. ... -., ... 1,100,000 

Switzerland ... ... . 679,000 

Spain ... .,.. .., 310,000 

China ... ... ... ... ... 304,000 

L’ulcstine .. . 286,000 


7, Exports tu the United Kingdom in 1039 iota I led £E. 11,326,000 
(34 6 per cent.), compared with £E, 0*436,000 (33 per cent.) in 1.938, due to an 
increase in raw cotton purchases front £E. 61 million to £E 8-2 million. 
Imports el United Kingdom goods showed cnnsidcrahlc expansion at £E. 9,371,000 
(27 5 percent.—the host percentage si tide 1024), being £E. 949,000 above the 1938 
total of £E, 8.422,000. Imports of coal, coke ami coal briquettes from the United 
Kingdom were valued at nearly £ E. 2 million lust year against £E. 10 million 
in the preceding year, ami other large increases were in respect of mils, tubes and 
pipes, sewing mud lines, machines and looms for weaving, and munitions. The 
principal decreases were in cotton piece-goods, motor vehicles, aeroplanes, iron 
or steel Hpops, copper huttoms, and stationary iuicnnl combustion engines, 

8, Germanys purchases up to the end of August 1939 totalled 
£E. 2,214,0!30, since when exports to that country have ceased, Her purchases 
in 1038 were valued at £E. 3.029,00jO, Imports from Germany hist, year were 
CF, 2,081.090, compared with ££.3,985,000 in 1988, ami wore also mainly ctm- 
hnrd to the eight pre-war months: the arrivals registered from Germany since 
the outbreak of hostilities, represent goods ordered before the war end sub¬ 
sequently cleared through the customs, payment for which had either been made 
be tore the wav or Inis subsequently been made to the Public Custodian of German 
property in Egypt, 
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9. Imports from Italy declined by nearly fiK. I million U) £K. 2,0W WW 

compared with CE. 3,004,000, due to a fall of £E. 759,000 m T,',l ,lv'iCS 

of cotton piece-goods from that country. Her purchases were also aughtly ma 

at £E. 1,517,000, compared with £E. 1.745.01)0. 

10. There was little change in imports from franwjCr.. 1.9WNW1 a,,. nst 
£E 1 956 900 in 1938), but there was a vise of over IE. I millimi m e\p _ ... 
to that country. due to greatly increased takings of raw cotton, the totals »ing 

m 3 J0Q$»> and £E, 2,318,600, otmnm to 

11. Belgium’s share of the import trade declined from £00 * 

££.1,693,090, but there was some improvement in her_ purchases tiom E^pt, 
which totalled £E. 619,000 compared with £E. 46^000 111 -- nnn 

12. Japanese imports wore lower at £E783,000. compared w i h _t - ’; ’ 1 
in 1938. Exports to that country were, however, much higher at U ;; 
against £E. 1,841,000 in the preceding year, her takings oi ra| cotton HMiig 

from £E. 1,675,000 to £E. 2,152,000. . _ . . . . 1lV ,n 

13 There were again large adverse balances in Egypt s nude in UJ9 

the United States. Dutch East. Indies, Chile and Belgium, but some improvement 

in exchanges with Italy, Belgium and Iran. , son nun ..nmrn'mL 

14 Exports of raw cotton iil 1939 increased to LE. 24,330.00A L ompa!u.i 

with £E 21 190 000 in 1038, due to the much larger volume ni shipment 
(9 J 03.000 cantare against 7.937,000). The principal pure ha sing count nesi wore 
*9 follows I— l(terms* ( + ) or 

Country. iW, W> 


United Kingdom . 

France .. 

Japan 
India 
Germany 
Italy ... 

Switzerland 
United States 

Roiunanm ... . 

China . 

Poland 

Spain 

Total (including other 
countries) ... 


6,101,090 
2,159,000 
1,075,000 
1,441,000 
3,127,000 
1,578,000 
929,000 
523,00(1 
677,000 
198,000 
626,000 
18,000 


SE. 

8,189.000 
3,327,000 
2,152,000 
1,934,000 
1.706,000 
1,319,1'00 
1.248,000 
857,000 
508,000 
464/500 
379,000 
300,000 


£E. 

i - 2 , 08^,000 
+ 1,168,000 
+ 477,1100 

+ 493,000 

- 1.421,000 

259*000 
-i- 349,000 

+ 334,000 

- 169,000 
+ 266,000 

247,000 
+ 291,000 


countries) ... ... 21,190,000 24.330,000 + *140,000 

- rh . UvfTi , 4pnii in. cotton exports to Germany te, of course, explained 

LuL |E K Wliicb .1* wiu^aei the «*»« of »,.» ** «* 

important Uiyer. . fv ...... ,. nn | SJ3K t „ tlv 1,132,000 in 

k &xt fteft 

in volume IroJit 143,619 meiiw {!n\W\ K ugdum. 

mm *m .S «? 

iivrmany, mid iH E Ui . rictons to 66,786 uietrid tens going nuunly 

exports iinTcuscd irom ^ |mu . ^ |mr1s iafreaded from 

tp Uk 1 United Kingdom, a c \ j t p (l being Japan, 

5%!*,m U:.,v MiSmA•'■-■ <”»<A 













17 Coal coke and coal briquelle imports totalled 1,579,000 metric tons iu 
1 B 39 compared with l,5iti,OUO metric tons m the preceding jwr, Hie Uitted 
Kmedom share being approximately SO per cent, in both years. Her share of the 


lYLlth’UVJU BJUtta- .j r „ ■ . ,i ,i 

briquSlte trade igcrcuaftd from 24 per cent to bu per cent. Imports ot tertdjsu 1 ^ 

decimal from 613*790 inetrio Lons valued at £E,2,935*900 ia 103B to 472,075 
metric tons valued at £E. 2,805,000 last year, A considerable* rise m imports of 
Chilean nil rale of soda offset the decline m deliveries oi Germmi mtrate ol 
t . a leiui There was a decline in imports of silk and artificial silk iabrios tiom 
££.430,090 to £E. 352,000, and in woollen fabrics, pure or mixed, trom 

£E. 86COUO to £E. 830,000. , T . , , 

18. The continued expansion in the output of the local cotton piece-goods 
industry uhioh supplied about 140 million tqmire motr.e.s in 1030 compared with 
about 00 milUoft square metres in 1038 was again responsible tor much os the 
contraction in deliveries from abroad which fell to 824 million square metre* 
compared with 137 \ million square metres in 1038, Import statistics by values 

wore as fallows:— T > v 

I ncrease ( +) or 


Country. 


Italy ... 

United Kingdom 

Japan . 

Switzerland .. 

Germany . 

Belgium 

Hungary 

France ..- 

Poland *►. i.H ... 

India .■ ► 

Czechoslovakia . 

Total (including other 
countries) ... 


1933. 1939, Decrease (-) in 

1939. 


£E. 

m. 



1,521*000 

762,000 

— 

759,000 

030,000 

574,000 

— 

62,000 

112,000 

188,000 

+ 

26,000 

60,000 

02,000 

+ 

2,000 

64,000 

56,000 

— 

8,000 

75*000 

46,000 

— 

29,000 

92,000 

32.000 

,-p- 

60,000 

13,000 

36,000 

4 - 

17,000 

07,000 

20,000 

— 

41,000 

81,000 

23,000 

— 

58,000 

70,000 

18,000 

“ 

58,000 

2,828,000 

1.704,000 

_ 

1,034,000 


li is satisfactory to note that in a declining market the United Kingdom almost 
maintained the value of her imports of the previous year, her percentage of the 
trade rising from 23 per cent, to 32 per cent, whereas Italy suffered a decline 

from 54 per cent, to 41 per cent, . 

19. Imports of iton and steel bars increased from £E. 098,090 so 1933 io 
£E + 756,090 last year, goods which continue; to be mainly supplied by Belgium. 
1'n iron rails, Ipiphtt&s and sleepers, imports ruse from 137,000 (United 
Kingdom share £K. 20*000) to £E. 250,000 (United Kingdom share tli. 109,01)0). 
Sheet iron or steel imports were also greater at £E. 781,000 compared v/vui 
£E;.G0MJ)(m, but deliveries of iron and steel hnops declined from £E 185,000, 
1038, to CK.72.MqO Iasi year, the United Kingdom share of this trade falling 
to the luw figure uf £E. 5,000 compare ti with £]v 58,000. There was a decline in 
imports of pipes and tubes* iron or steel* from ££.492*000 to £E. 408*000, but 
an improvement in the United Kingdom share of the business. In iron and steel 
structures, United Kingdom imports increased from ill$6,600 to ££.111,000 
in totals of EE. 247,0011 md £E. 292.000 for 1033 and 1939 respectively. 

20. There was a considerable fall in United Kingdom supplies of stationary 
internal combustion engines from .EE,. 132,001) Up UE, 90,000, although the total 
impdrts increased from EE 217,000 to 0 E. 236*000, Switzerland and Germany 
both register] m r increased trade, In machines and looms for weaving United 
Kingdom import* i#e sfeurply ‘from £E. 87,000 to £E. 238,000 in total* of 
EE '184,000 and £E. 357,000 for 1038 and 1939 res pen ively, and there was also 
a c-rmsiderahla increase in our imports of sewing machines, the value of whirl, 
roao from EE. 25.000 to CE, 50,000 in totals of EE. 33.000 and EE, 98,000. 

21, Imports of radio .sets decreased from 17,033 valued at CE. 108,000 
(United Kingdom share, 2,244 valued at £E. I.G4KHI) to 10,099 valued at CE. 03*000 
(United Kingdom share, 1.148 valued at £E. 9,0015). The Netherlands and United 
States products continue to dominate ibis particular market 

22, Motor lorry chassis imports totalled 1,228 valued at £E. 210,000 
cum pared with 908 valued at £E, 143,000 in 1938 the. United States, Germany 
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and Sweden being the principal suppliers, but imports of new Motor lorries 
declined from 1,408 valued at OE. 234,000 to 22+ valued at i'Ji. ob^tuu. lj‘ LeM _ ; 
was also a big drop in imports of new motor cars, the totals being 2,811. valued 
ul ££.433,000' last year compared with 4,124 valued at IE. 031,000 in 1438. 
AhouL 70 per cent, of the business went to the United States m both years. 
Deliveries of aircraft were also much lower in 1039, the value of this 
trade which is mainly from the United Kingdom, being only £E. 112,000 
compared with EE. 353,069 in I9f| Imports of arms and ammunition, also 
chiefly from the United Kingdom, mcreasgd from ££.267,000 m 1938 to 

£E §74,900 last year. r t . , . . ,. 

23. Trade between Egypt and the Sudan is not included m the hgures given 
in paragraph 2, Ex ports to that country totalled EK. 1,157,006 compared wilt 
£E Ijft/illi) in 1938, and imports from till Sudan declined to EE. 619,000 

against £E. 818.006. ■ - r , r 

24 A copy of this despatch has been sent, to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare, to the Department of Overseas Trade and to the Middle East 
Intelligence Centre, Cairo. 

I have, &c. 

MILES W. LAMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 24. 

Foreign Trade of Egypt (excluding Bullion and Specie), 

(£E. 000's omitted.) 


Order 
5 n mao. 


Itnpcrtfl horn, 


Exports to. 


Order 
in 19SS), 


United Kingdom ... 

Crated StfiteB 

Germany (im; S acting 

A utitr iu} 

Italy 

France 

Ptigtuin bind Luxemburg 
V) i] t l' ! i Enftl Indies 

Chile . 

UumuuiA ... 

India 

J&jwn 

NetlnerkniilH 

Switzerland 

Iren. 

Norway 

Hungary . 

Gre-qne 

Sweden 

Yugoslavia... 

Gzeelio- Slovakia 
Poland-Danzig 
Finland 
Ceylon 
PiiluritiiMJ „r- 

1 SriLi-ili Malaya 

Turkey ... . 

Australia ... 

Brazil 

China 

Syria ... 

Spain 

Canada 

Total ( including otlier 
u mm l rice) ... 


i i,m 

U4fi 


2,681 

2,060 

1,000 

1,603 

1,510 

1.820 

1,220 

702 

70S 

7r.Su 

0213 

572 

475 

414 

400 

',m 

424 

318 

300 

207 

277 

207 

252 

251 

104 

176 

m 

1UU 

2 

47 


210,004 atW 




32,704 
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u iaai/5i/i6] No, 25, 

Sir AL J/mpson to ViscoutU fhilt fax — {Received April H>-) 

MV Wd !i “ ,et ' ) Cm'ro, April VA, IM. 

' " IN rnv desnatch NY. 24S of 1 hi Rth Martsls I enclosed a copy of a despatch 
from the Governor-General of the Sudan, No. *2 of the 4 th March, 
on the visit of the Rgvptia.i ITime MinMor and the Mimt*'* at Natwnal 
Defence and Public Wolfe to the Sudan, and I have now thought it **| l '•** « “ 
summarise certain material whidh lias been collected here on the teactums to the 

visit in Egypt aiul the Sudan, t , 4 * - 

o Sir Ski wart S vines 1 * first comments on the visit were recorded m & 

uereonal and secret letter. No. 7) of the 28th February, of which I sent a copy 
to Mr. ISToHon in mv lefcter of ilie Sth March. Sir Stewart byines inferred nom 
Alv Maher Pasha-'a-ob'iiSuct in the Sudan that his intentions 1 a makniy the visit 
were to give the impression that in the An-U>-Egyptian reaty of 1$*he 

Kevptisoi fcition with regard to the Sudan had been needlessly weakened, hoping 
bC on fife political opponents of H» Wafd nndotl»t mumtar* 
of the United Front which signed the treats.. He also «P«* f P°’ ‘ £“ 
advantage for himself from the fact of In a visit benij the tirst visit to the t udan 
by an ifgvptian grime Minister, and still more from the projected visit ot 
Kim, Farouk, for which he was to some extern [raving th. way. \\ ith these 
in view, Alv Maher J?astia was determined to make his visit as successful as 
aM wiimf clatsea M passible of the population He behaved 
pleasantly to Bril ish offfemls and refrained from emphasising the Egyptian desire 
for th" aituointmenl of Egyptians to official positions in the Sudan. He played 
!: Z file of Moslem' Fraternity over such questions as the mention of 
Riir' Fiiroufe’s name in Friday prayers, the Moslem religious institution at 
Omdnn nri h" question of iU affiliation to A1 Azhar, and the question of 
missionary work <>n .'he Southern Sudan. He improved the Egypto* claim to 

subsequent intervention by securing Sudanese SoM"SSSfr 

and a hospital. Finally. Ins largesse (of roughly mo»U\ 

for 'charitable purposes, and the size and flurry of his entourage favourahly 

impiL, | low evcr certain i ndiwitinns that Aly Maher Pasha s Egyptian 

m-muieandn. did not meet with complete success in all quarters, t enclose in this 
S r S.|! oxtraet(') from .he Muffin. Military I ntdhgeiiro 
Siimmarv No ft. which describes a tea-party given in lionOur of the hgjptiau 
v“ l.y liie l) rutlnates' Congress in Khartum. I his congress >* « society of 
more or less educated Sudanese; largely Government officials, and represents tqp 
S native body with intellectual ™ i.oliiiml protons,mis in the Sudan. It is 
signiftcont iliat'a number of the younger members Of the co«»ress attended the 
u>i nurtv The wearing of felt hats instead ol the tavbuah by some of the 
S^aJU of the'congress may perhaps have been meant as a gesture of 
CdXcse separatism. In any case the president, tit his speech, while mentioning 
'the fraternity of Egypt and' the, Sudan, gave more emphasis lo the cxisiei.ro «» 
a Sudanese nation and public opinion, and expressions oi loyalty to King I'liiouk 
b.™ mimrled with expressions of equal loyalty to the Governor-General. This 
eatheri .g should have brouglit home to the Egyptian visit or* thut lfe .ndopci.jfe.il 
spirit Of Sudanese natiooalwm is strongly implanted and is not a fiction of British 

propaganda.J| , sinro informed me that there are no further 

o^idn would Mcctnse OS ineliniitKro which he sees in the Prime Minister's 
subsequent art ions and in the Egyptian press to leave the Sudan question alone for 

,1 k. tun* being. # o{ lls# f u i memoi iuulum,(') prepared iu the Sudan 

aaenev (bearding the roaetious m Egypt to the Piitte Ministers. Visit. Most 

Tthc y Egyptian press professed to.expect gree things it . K y*ii :.ud lail t-l 

- .nuTsct in store. When nothing startling happened and the 1 rune Mimslei 
and tlm Minister of National Defence in speeches made on thmr return merely 

( l ) Mol priuUd. 
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tmpliftaised the traditional ties between Egjpt and the Sudan, the loyalty oi the 
people to King Farouk and the interest of Lhe 1 Aptian Govern men t in the 
Welfare of the Sudanese, &o. r much cm the usual lilies, they liad lo j-ouumE. 
themselves with echoing these sent iuients. 1 enclose a copy oi i lie speech() wh idi 
the Prime Minister made shortly after his return in the Senate and hi the 
Chamber of Deputies. 'I l he speet:li t while emphasising the part rlaved by kgypl 
iu the colonisation and development of the Sudan, is cgrojiai atively liarmluss u'om 
our point of view and includes a warm reference to Aiiglo-ligyptian bo-operation 
in the Sudan and to the activiti® of the Govornor Gciheral l gather it ten 

comparatively flat here, . 

(1 The only other Ault of the visit which has so tar come to notice is the 

proposal to form two Sudanese battalions to be added Ui the Egyptian army and 
to incorporate Sudaucse in the Koval Bodyguard, which, us repeated p 
despatch Mo, 1152 of the 6th April, is unlikely to come to owing to 

financial and practical obstacles, The only reference whidi Aly Aialicr l asha 
has made to me about the Sudan since his return, apart trom a warm tnliute to 
the Sudan Civil Servire f lias Ijeen when i whs speaking to him about the activities 
of Ahmad Hussein and the;Young Egypt par ty, and he expressed ready agreement 
with my suggestion tMt Ihis was definitely not the time lor the Stunm question 
to be raised It may also bo mentioned here that the \YYfd, whik\ n.s shown in 

\ H ■ i I _ . f 1 . I' ill.. i 1 i ill ■ birill'll i J i ir I 


results buL I must confess to a lingering anxiety lost it may have contributed to 
kefepin" alive extravagant Egyptian aspivations abc^Jt the Sudan and m preparing 
the way for a visit there by K ing Farouk which would lie the signal for still more, 
intense propaganda in favour oi Lhe^ aspirations, _ 

8 T am sending a eopv cjI this despatch Lo Sir iSiewari ^yiuc^. 

I have, &c. 

MIXES W. LA MESON, 


pi Nnt printed 


fj 1251/02/101 


No. 20. 


Sir M. Lamps#® to Viscount April 20) 


(Telegraphic,) Ct,ir0 - A P ril ' 20 - 194a 

MY telegram No. 237. 

1 am about to send to .Prime Minister a copy of memorandum prepared liete 
ami refuting allegations in Wafd cottfi resolution- . .. „ 

2. I have also discussed, with all senior members of my staff and bir t-. 

Watson, whole question of the flm.mcial and economic assistance to Egyptian 
Government, as raised by the Frith© Minister, , . n , 

3. As regards the cotton, iL ecems well recognised by experts that the Hr dash 
Government buying may work put disadvfintagcoiisly to trddo m general + _ It 
dear in any cas? that no action is necessary us regards this years ernp, which is 
already prhuticallv disposed of. To some extent feeling i luU we have been Idling 
the •Egyptians down is due u> misunderstanding of the pqsitmn, wbiob it m 
difficult to correct by propaganda owing to general disappoLiumoiu of powerful 
landowners at. not making more money- It will, anyhow, he difficult to dispose to 
t,!iig way of :t concrete grievance f namelvg that whilst Egyptian export of cotton 
Lo ueutrail has been effectively controlled, American has not. Answer timt whole 
of last season's Egyptian crop has lie.cn sold ai prices big her than American does 
not erase ibe psychological effect of the knowleilgc ihui Egypt, a* our Ally, lias 
been treated more severely over cotton than America, who is neutral (see p. 1^ 
af Weekly Intelligence Summary Mo. 26, which confirms GiLs). 

1 Cotton is, par e$Mllmce t the sensitive spot in Egypt—;uul Wafd have 
been clever enough Lo pick ii out as their main point i.if attack. Ah Maher is, 
1 believe, right in seeking convincing maLcrial tu tried that attack, and it is 
greatly in our interests to help him if we can. Whatever mu propagamla may 
or may not achieve in the way of correcting the present misun.leretamlings 













m 

(and we are doing our best, more now than ever), there will remain persistent 
and growing anxiety about next year’s crop, due, fundftttoutally, io tears tJiai 
Italy"may come into the war the Mediterranean he dosed, and than even 
if that does not happen, that neutral markets (#.£., Scandinavian), will probably 
he lost, It is against this background that we have to consider possible action, 

1 know it is difficult to deal in advance with a hypothetical Kifu?Uion f and it 
seems unlikely that anything can he decided liet-wcen now and -Will April, 
which would help the Prime Minister in meeting his immediate parliamentsry 
difficulty. For the moment T have no recoiiniendatjon unmake in regal'd to 
cotton, and can only record for consideration of 11 is Majesty s Government three 
possibilities which we have discussed in the embassy ► 

That His Majesty's Government should extend their oMr Lo purchase 
equivalent of [ 1 2 per cent,] 11 lost markets " to cover markets,which 
have beau or are about to be subsetjueudy lost, i,r. t Brandnunia am 
(if she enters the war) Italy. 

(M That IIis Majesty’s Government might give some general assurance thai, 
if difficulty arose over disposal ot next years crop, they would 
sympathetically consider any Egyptian proposal to remedy situation. 
Sucli assurance might go on to say that IIis Majesty s Government 
would be prepared, if invited by Egyptian Government to agiee to 
the setting of a joint Anglo-Egyptian Committee, to consul ei pi action 
means for'meeting these difficulties anil to give effect to recommenda¬ 
tions of such a joint body. 

t e \ That Egyptian Prime Minister should be naked to make concrete sugges- 
lions for consideration of His Majesty's Government. 

r 3 \ 9 vecrai'd^ supply of armaments and military equipment, Prime II mister 
keeps on referring to Ms idea of " deferred naymentsT and has mentioned severe 
times £E1 million a year as a rate of such payment Military Mission are at 
present engaged in working out reduced programme id military expansion and 
\ re-ilisc tfiat one of the difficulties in formulating concrete proposals is that we 
do not. at present know- for certain amount nf what Egyptians will r eauire 
during war or amount which we shall find it practicable to supply, hese 
unknown factors? make it improbable, at all events, that we can give Prime 
Minister aiis 1 definite proposal before 28th April. All l can suggest tor the 
moment, therefore, is that His Majesty's Government should authorise him to 
announce in Parliament, in the words oi your Lordship s telegram No. 121, that 
thev have declared their willingness to come to financial arrangements as regards 
the whole field of defence in'Egypt, and that proposals to ibis end are now 
under consideration. Wo know he liss annoiuiwil this in secict session, but 
answer to interpellation in open session would give necessary publicity, 

U I am dealing in a separate telegram with the Prime Minister a reference. 

7 ' For the rest, I think wo should suggest, to the Prime Minister that he 
should make the greatest possible play with benefits to Egyptian armaments uui 
of special freight, and insurance rates and out of the amount which m now being 
spent in Egypt by increased British burrs. , 

It U. l' understand, estimated tlrnt expenditure m Egypt by or on benaJi 
of British and New Zealand and Indian forces at present time is at the rate of 
about £E.L 0 million a year. 


[J 1296/92 /m Nm 27. 

Sir M. Lampoon to Viscount Hull fans*— ( Race! red April 24.) 

(No. 255.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cmro, A pril 2A 1940. 

MY telegram No. 248, . 

Further discussion here has led to the conclusion that it would be naetiu 
if I could lie authorised to make comrounipation to the Prime Minister on the 
following line*. This is n development of alternative (ft) in paragraph 3 of 
my above telegram. I consider it the beat solution in the circumstances;— 

2 "His Majesty's Government have been impressed by representations 
made to them by the Prime Minister regarding the Egyptian Government’s 


ap prehensions concerning marketing of next season s cotton crop. 11 is-Majesty & 
Government are aware that there fears Eire widespread throughout the country 
and they are most anxious they should soon be allayed, IIis Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment feci, however, that before any concrete proposals can bo considered as to 
what should he done Lo maintain confidence in the future, a thorough mvestiga 
lion of the facts of the cotton situation should be made, as it appears that 
considerable diversity of views exists as to what three facts are. 

3 "With this end in view 11 is Majesty's Government invited Egyptian 
(lovcs'jinicid io nominate a committee representing the potted industry of Egypt 
and also including persons of financial experience (irrespective of party colour) 
to review, in collaboration with British representatives nominated by His 
Majesty's Government, the whole cotton situation, and to make a thorough 
investigation of the facts. Should this committee, after completing its review, 
consider it is desirable, that, steps should be taken to support cotton markets 
or to ensure the disposal Of the season's crop, it will submit to the British mid 
Egyptian Govihimenta suggest inns regarding principles on which such ludp 
cfiiild be awarded. His Many's Government, for their part, undertake to 
,^ivc any such suggestion aytripathetic consideration.’' 

4 . 1 would propose to the Prime Minister that the Wal'd should be invited 

to participate, and would appreciate your authority to use my mil nonce with 
Nuhas Pasha in die hope of ensuring bis acceptance. But lie would very likely 

refuse, , 

5 A a regards more severe contraband control of Egyptian than American 

Jnnply In neutrals, the Prime Minister has been assured m I lie sense of Alter 
telegram No. 1 of 4 th January that the quota arrangements are being neeotmted 
with the mmt.ni! comitritea on the basis of their imports of cotton irom aU flourecs 
with view to placing all supplying couniries on the same tending He is .ke y 
in announce this in reply to interpellations, and his statement would fig 
strengthened if I could tell him that the principle will he progressively appliid 
as rapidly as possible with good prospect of removal of relative grievance tor 

next export- season. 

fi. May I be authorised to act a* proposed above? 


[J 1310/208/161 No. 28. 

Sir M, Lamport to Ykeoiwt Halifax {Rewfovd April 24.) 


(No. 258.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

MY telegram No. 109. 


Cairo, April 24, 1946. 


1V1 1 LdtL.Bii3.il> lu/. inn, - T a. \ t m " t 

The Prime Minister told me tins morning that he am the Tialnju Mum tc'' 

veaterdav and gave him the replies to his points (c) and (d) {copies by next an 
main. In both en^s the Italian representations are turned down. 

2 The Priifie Minister mentioned that the Italian Minister had said he 
did not like the Prime Minister's speeds in Parliament on 22nd April {rtspt.iri 
of .,, hicb I am r t group omitted J). The Prime Minister had thereupon taken the 
minister up sharply aM referred l" the rnneent ration of troops on (hr 1.ill van 
border The minister h««l wimcwhal lamely referred lo the fliHieuKv V 1 1 'Vte 
position in eoiisct[iience ot her Axis with Germany, lire 1 rime Minister had 
iilso referred to tins Ini'ge mindrer of Italian community m h-iO'I't - l,u * lll! ' 

T r difficulty t in regard lo them. , , ■. - 

3 The Prime Minister then referred Lo the urgent and vital need h r 


upon your Loruemp me reiu mt^ui Ltinn vt i iH.1 * ... 

time to remedy the; existing defects. , , - f 

4 . I iokl his Excellency that L would do so, adding that l had, in iM t 


quite recently called your Lordship'a attention to tlus very question. _ 

5 There is no doubt that, as regards both air detente and niv nffeusivd wo 
were dangerously weak here (see my letter of 12th April Lo Mr I hvymour), I 
wmihl m-'-c mmn your Lordship that Ibis mill ter lie pressed lumly uiih Liu 
..... Udt.W We all know lhat wo cannot supply what wc have not got; 


would urge upon yout i.orosuip i-uei imo ... 

competent autnoritics. We all know that wo cannot supp 


hat we have not got: 
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but it is definitely mv duty to call attention to the dang^ot’ the situation as1 
see tjiem; and if! as a result of our local air weakness, raids take place aM me 
morale of the Egyptian public is shaken (as l estimate that it undoubted!) vuJ1 
be), m risK being faced with a ’.-cry ugly situation which I should have done 
wrong not Lo warn your Lordship about m advance. It was deal noni the 1 1 ime 
Minister’s attitude tikis morning that he is gravely concerned over Hie air. 


|J 1322/02/161 No. 20. 

Sir M. Lampsojb to Viscount Halifax—(ReceirM April 26.) 

K. as. 1940. 

[i, a delate in the Chamber of Deputies on 22nd April a niimbei ni 
sneakers referred sympathetically to the solidarity between Egypt and the 
democracies iii the war, but expressed hopes that. Egyptiatt Governmanl would 
mediate in Palestinian and Syrian questions, particularly with regard to recent 
severe sentences by French military court at Damascus. 

2. Followin'^ is u summary of Prime Minister's reply ; On outbreak ot war 
i no l>vplian Government took its stand by the democratic countries in 
jLLYorilniice with i he feelings of the Egyptian people, its own intents and the 
Anglo-Egvpliiin Treaty While accomplishing its duties the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment look every opportunity to protect its rights, _ , , . 

a. As regards Egypt's poliov towards oriental nations, Egypt hncl 
manifested its supp§rt to"the Arab countries at the Palestinian Gpnfcreifce. and 
in connexion with the provisional solution established by the white boob, had 
taken steps regarding the thorny question of Palestinian patriots expelled from 
i heir country' As a result of these steps penalties against them had hem 
riE.Lcnunlcd ami some of them have been authorised to return to their country. 

4 Syrian question differed from the Palestinian one Iwr arise in the l&ttri 
F^vpt hall been invited to participate. However, as soon as. the necessary 
iiiTWinatibn had been obtained the Egyptian Government would do what it 
could hi attenuate the gravity of the situation in Syria. 

D \nirlo-Frends naval victory in the North Sea enabled England ami 
Prance to use a considerable part of their fleets in oihnqseas, with the result 
[hut the danger of an 'extension of the war, which tls infiftineni a fortnight ago, 

had become less immediate. . . , 

t; As regards Egypt's participation in peace negotiations, Egypt, without 
doubt had the right to make its voice heard whether or not she purticiDated m 
th e war, in the evVnl of questions taring discussed in connexion with the frontiers 
of Egypt or ei part of her territory or the Mediterranean. 

(Repeated, Saving, to Bagdad, Jerusalem, Beirut, Damascus and Jed da A 


[J 1413/208/161 No. 30. 

Sir 1 /, Lampoon to Viscount HaUfasB;—{Recrired May %) 

(No. 20(1.1 

(Tflbgrapbic ) R, Cairn, Muy% 1040. 

ETA MAN Minister assured Prime Minister this morning that Mahan policy 
of friendship to Egypt remains unaltered, 


[J 1431/23/161 No. 8J> 

Sir M. ftfmfmin to VL«cmrnt Halifax, —(J? rmivtM May 8.) 

ify Lmrh Cairo, Map 3, 1940, 

REGENT dcspinches mid telegrams which 1 have had the honour to address 
to your Lordship will, 1 think, have made it Hear to His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom that the Egyptian Government ami people are looking 
to His Majesty's Government for a substantia! measure of financial and 1 economic 




assistance iu j neoting tlie addition&l burdons whid i, l ightly o j wrongly. Eg}'P 1 
considers that the war, or more precisely the I maty oE Alliance, has brought 
upon her, 

2. For the present chaotic pondilion into which the State hnances have 
fallen, the Egyptian GoverimmiU are doubtless themselves to blame, but it is 
unfortunately a fact that without extra, luxation or Jiuanciu! assistance on a 
considerable scale, they will not be able to equip their army or to bear their 
share of the various projects necessary for the defence oi Egypt, i propose m 
this despatch to recapitulate briefly the present situation and to suggest the 
measures which appear to me essential in order te meet the real or supposed 
needs of Egypt and thus Lo ensure the continuance of the wholehearted 
i:ooperation of the country as an ally in the present war. hi doing so, I shall 
have to go outside the immediate question of defence expenditure and to take into 
account the economic grievances, real or supposed, which, as I have reported, 
arc contributing to the spread of anli-Rnlisli feeding and propaganda in Egypt 
and the Middle East, if only because there is a tendency among Egyptians m 
airing their grievances to cojifpse two issues which sue in vealhy distinct, namely, 
the chaotic condition of the State [Innnines and ihe ( conomic situation of the 

country as a whole.. . . • 

3. If the economic grievances sire largely i I hi scry, the I inane ml d linen! ties 
are patently real, and : will deal with them hrsi. My despateh No. 32li oi the 29th 
March will have made it clear that the Egyptian Government, having paid 
£1,250,1)00 for the material already delivered for the equipment of the Egyptian 
army hy the War Office, Air Ministry smd Ministry of Supply, will have exhausted 
in the course of ihe financial year 1940-41 the whole of thru portion oi their 
Reserve Fund which is invested' in British and oi her foreign securities. Thr cbal 
of the material still to he obtained from the l nited Kingdom to complete Die 
equipment of Lite Egyptian army at its present strength has hitherto been esti 
mated at $8,400,000, and the greater part of this has already been ordered. 
The seven-year plan” for the organisglion of the Egyptian armed forces, 
which entailed capital expenditure of some £16 million in addition lo the above 
figure, has now been dropped by the Ministry of Defence as too costly, and the 
British Military Mission sire at present engaged, at the request of the Ministry 
in drawing up a statemnt of the minimum requirements of Die Egyptian armed 
forces over and above th® £8,406,000 mentioned above. There are also commit¬ 
ments of an unknown total for defence works in Alexandria harbour and pt 
Mersa Malruli and for treaty reads and rad ways, in addition to potential 
commitments on projects like the development of Alexandria harbour which we 
are anxious that the Egyptian Gotornmeul should undertake for defence 
purposes. Finally, there is an undetermined liability arising out of the recent 
guarantee of the Run quo Mist (please see my despatch No. 384 E, of l]ie 
10th April). There is at best only partial, mid in some cases no, budgetary 
provision for these commitments, and apart from the possibilities of further 
taxation or of ei loan, the only rSfeoii rees available to meet the Liability are lire 
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Egyptian army. It U true that the war has put up the price not only nf defence 
material ordered in the United Kingdoms hut ol all Government puixItaBes and. 
has led to a falling off of customs receipts. I' has a}so necessitated expenditure 
on the censorship, the internment of German subjects and other emergency 
measures. On the other hand, it, Jias provided Egypl with an excuse for post¬ 
poning the construction of the British barracks m the Canal Zone, It there 
had been no war and no postponement of the treaty bhilding scheme, the excess 
of expenditure over revenue would have been even greater than it U to-day. 

o. As l have indicated above, Aly Mjftlher Pasha's Government are by no 
means solely to bl&rne for the present state of affairs, a large measure of respon¬ 
sibility ter wgich rests with preceding Governments. They did, however, let 
matters drift for several months after taking office; they made no adequate pro¬ 
vision for army requirements in the 1040 41 budget estimates, ami they allowed 
Parliament to remain in ignorance of the fact that there were similar omissions 
in the budget for the financial year 1939-40, for which tire previous tJovevnment 
wjls responsible. The first indication that aiiy hint of the true state of affairs 
had been allowed to leak out was in a report presented by the Finance Committee 
of the Senate un the 24th March, in which the sum of £E. 4 mill ton was mentioned 
as a probable charge against tfijs Ifeservc Fund for armaments delivered and to be 
delivered. Since then the Government have lieen attempting to regularise the 
position by a series of demands for parliamentary approval of supplementary 
credits, and tliey are considering the possibility of increasing taxation. But, as 
already stated, the proceeds of any fresh taxation which they may feel able to 
impose are not likely to he considerable, 

6, So much for the financial situation. I will now turn to the economic 

grievances. . . , . . * . 

7. |f U is inrorvcci to attribute the financial troubles id the Egyptian 
Government to the war, it is an even greater mistake to suppose that the war has 
1 1 ad an adverse effect on the prosperity of the country as a whole. Egypt's 
adverse trade balance of CL. 6,800,™ in 1968 (including bullion and specie) wan 
converted into a favourable balance of £E, 750,090 in 1939. On the basis of the 
available figures of the first two months of 1940, which show a favourable balance 
nf ££.'250,000, there is every prospect of further inqivovciiumi in (his direction 
jmd £L. 10 million should be added to the published figure ter I94n to allow for 
i lie money brought into Egypt hv the troops in the lBritish ^ omnium!, Sinco the 
outbreak of war, cotton prices have advanced by more than 50 per cent.; it is 
estimated that the 1039 crop will realise £E. 6 million more than that of the 
previous year and that the whole of it will be disposed of before the 1940 crap 
comes on "to the market provided that the present rate of exportation continues. 
The contention thm the improv^menl in cotton prices is absorbed by the fall in 
the value of the pound and the increased cost of imported fertilisers and fuel is 

a dubious one. „ , 

R. On ail impartial consideration of the facts it is difficult, to escape the 

conclusion that the economic grievances of the Egyptians are largely imaginary, 
and that Naims Pasha and Mis supporters, who made much of them in their recent 
letter to me, must lie well aware oJ this. ! he most that can l>e sun! is th.it the 
British contraband control measures may have resulted in some red net ton in the 
profits which Egypt is making out of the war; and that in particular the more 
lenient control applied to American than to Egyptian cotton has retard|d the 
rate of exportation of the latter compared willi 1 lint of the American cotton, and 
has engendered fl convictiqji (based so far as I can judge on pioved tact) that 
Egypt, our Ally, is being treated more severely than [he United States, a neutral. 

n ’ It is none 1 he 'css true that these supposed grievances arc one of the 
main causes of the latest anti-British feeling in Egypt to-day. The whole 
question as l have already pointed out, more than once, is psychological and 
there is no doubt that in this respect, at all events, Kahns Pasha has expressed the 
feelings of the Egyptian nation. All the available evidence goes to show that 
the Wafd will do their utmost to play upon these feelings throughout the country 
and as reported in my telegram No. 237 of the 17th April, they are about to raise 
the question of cotton in Parliament by means nf an interpellation. With a view 
to enabling the Prime Minister to meet the allegations of the wafd on this 
question I have, as forecast in mv telegram No, 248 of the 25th April, furnished 
bis Excellency with a memorandum, pro mired in I he Embassy, giving the true 
factB. A copy of this memorandum has already been sent to your Lordship under 
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cover of my despatch No. 450 of the tel May, but 1 '.inclose a further copy for 
convenience of reference. Every endeavour is being made to counter the \\ afdist 
propaganda in the country ui large by bringing these facte to the notice of the 
general public by the various means at the disposal of the Publicity Section oi 
this embassy, but it is Uy no means an easy matter to get the public to believe 
[hem; and so far we have had little or no success. 

|b 'These measures are, however, mainly of a negative character, rmd it 
was lwcause X felt that something more positive and tangible was required, with 
a view particularly to relieving the prevalent anxiety as regard^ /text year s 
cotton crop, and dispelling the grievance, which has some justification, that 
Egyptian cotton has suffered more severely than American in consequence oi the 
application of our Contraband Control, that I pul forward the suggestions in my 
telegrams Nos. 243 of the 211th and 255 of the 24ih April. These were that 
His Majesty's Government should extend their offer of last year to purchase tire 
equivalent of tile original " lost markets' f so as to cover markets which have 
been or may be subsBjpientlif lost; that. His Majesty’s Government might give some 
general assurance that, if difficulties arose over the disposal of next year s crop, 
they would sympathetically consider any Egyptian proposals to remedy the 
situation; that tlie Egyptian Prime Minister should be asked to make concrete 
suggestions for the consideration of UU Majesty's Gpvffl’nment I further 
suggested that His Majesty’s Government ami the Egyptian Government should 
nominate a committee to review the col loti situation and, if necessary, submit to 
the two Governments recommendations for the support of the cotton market, and 
that I should be authorised to assure the Prime Minister that the principle of 
negotiating quota arrangements for cotton with neutral countries on the basis 
of their imports of that commodity from all sources will be progressively applied 
as rapidly as possible, with a view to placing all supplying countries on Ihc same 

hM>t Tr T have since learned from your Lordship's telegram No. 216 of the 
26th April that the idea of n joint Anglo-Egyptian committee does riot commend 
itself to His Majesty’s Government, but I was grateful for your authorisation, te 
give an assurance to Aly Mallei' Pasha as regards the quota arrangements with 
neutral countries] If, ass is to he hoped, (.his will tend to allay Hie gtiorani.f 
ree&Tds American cotton, the anxiety concerning the disposal of the 1940 rotton 



should he invited to put forward concrete suggestions for the consideration of His 
Majesty’s Government which, lifter all would entail delay ami might not prove 

welcome. ^ th» question of cotton [here is also that of coal supplies 

from British sources to Egypt, which, as your Lordship will have seen from mv 
t dee ram No. 237 of the 17th April, Aly Maher Pasha raised with me himsclE 
[n this east! the question is opt so much one of price, as oi arrangements lo ensure 
the delivery of Egypt's requirements. I hope that means will he krnnd Jo meet 
his Excellency's desiderata on the lines indicated in my telegram No. i -Li ol the 
21st April, and 1 was grateful for your Lordship’s telegram No. 221 of the 

27th April in reply thereto. . ... „ * . , 

13 To turn now to the complex questions ol the defence o* Egypt and 
financial assistance Cor the Egyptian Government. Bjypt’* war ^[K.idirara l a Is 
into two categories: (I) local defence works, Ac.; (2) supplies horn the Efwte4 
Kingdom of armament and equipment tor the Egyptian armed forces V\ bile n 
j e of course, arguable that these supplies are noi. *tnol!y «poaiking, war 
expenditure hetiU&i thfif would in any eas^lmve been required m execution o 
IteYDt’a pea-time programme for modernising her armed forces, n. is none the 
lcn true that the war him made it more necessary, m Egyptian eyes to bring 

»p to .fete, in n,v mm? m at * m ** A P f 

1 rinorled Unit the Prime Minislev. when mfoiming me or the arrangement8 
imidl for the rcpavmtml of the debts outstaying to His Majesty » l.overnment 

[•22002] F 
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and British firms for supplies lu 1-lie EgypUaJ' army, hucl expressed his 
determination that- tlt&Egyptian troops should in 1 as well equipped as (heir British 
Allies in order that they might take their place with honour in 1 he line of battle 
alongside British troops. Apart from Other considerations, of which more anon r 
it sterns desirable from our own point of view to entourage this desire oil the part 
of the Egyptian Government within reasonable limits. 

14. The recent offer of His Majesty’s Government o| n financial 
arrangement " m regards the whole fidd of defence in Egypt ” (your Lordship t> 
P eg I am No, 121 ' o f the HI h M a re 1 1 ) was u n< I ou l itsd ly u n de rstoo 1 1 by 
Aiy^Malsor Pasha (as it was, indeed, bv me) to embrace both the eutefbrtes of 
war expenditure mentioned above, and his Excellency is How confidently awaiting 
the foreshadowed proposals which, so he believes, will enable Egypt not only 
to play her part in the defence programme, but also to proceed with the equipment 
of her"army. 1 11 your telegram No, 21b of the 20th April, however, your Lordship 
made it clear that the intention of Mis Majesty s Government had been 
misunderstood 1 the linuncial arrangement was, in fact, meant to deal pthoard; 
with the various fixed defence liabilities which Egypt lias accepted ami with her 
general Lability to contribute towards the cost of defence measures to the common 
interest. Your Lordship suggested that an equitable arrangement would be lor 
His Majesty's Government to accept responsibility for carrying out as many of 
these measures as are necessary in war time, and to receive from Egypt aa an 
iTi Lcriin arra ngumei 11 an anmmi l 10 ntribu1 1 ois o L say, £ L a tH).000 towtil'd s t he 
cos t, w 1 fhoi 1 t. p re j u t L ce to her liability (,0 col ] t l 1 1 1 at tc l ier si i a 1 'o 01 the cos t 0 1 

completing the Caiml Zone building programme and other measures after the 
war, Your Lordship won I oil to say that, as regards arms and equipment for 
ihr Lgypiiini ;irniv. 11 1 :- Majesty's Government Telt strongly that payment foj 
these must be on a cash basis and that there was no nope oJ an arms loan, and 
you took note of the Prime Minister's suggestion that the Egyptian Government 
contemplated the payment of £K* t million a year tor the# supplier -a spin 
which, your Lordship thought, might cover the equipment capable of l)eing 
supplied during the coming year. Vour Lordship concluded by suggesting that 
I should approach the Minister of Finance on the above lines, but you invited my 

observations before doing so, , 

15 l am in consultation with the British Service Commanders in regard 
to the above telegram, but 1 beg leave in the meantime to submit Hie following 
comments 1 hereon. While I fully appreciate the point of view that His Majesty a 
Government would prefer that any financial assistance they may accord to urn 
Egyptian Government should be devoted mainly to the defence works, which, 
although nominally Egypt's responsibility, are also a British interest, I cannot 
hut fed that strong reasoha exist for including in any plan for financial assistance 
some provision for the Egyptian army. Although the present programme for 
the ox pan sion o f the 1 ',gy ptmn a r 1 n y i s I a r gely due to 1 lie desu v of the l f ,gy pti fi 11 
Gove rumen l on political grounds to build up their army to si point at which they 
{■011 Id claim the evacuation of the British forces from Egypt, we.have ourselves 
a considerable reaponsibilitv for it. U has been evolved with British assistance 
jii id advice, and some of the items, such as coast defence and air defence, in the 
present preliminary state of (die expansion pf (he army hare been pressed upon 
the Egyptians because it was primarily In these respects ibui we required the 
development of the Egyptian army for our own purposes, 'l here is another 
considersiuti Wc are cvpeeling the Egyptian Government to incur considerable 
expense on projects outside Hie expansion of the army itwlf, the development 
0 jf Alexandria ^arbour- It will fe difficult to prdaa for the completion pi mm 
ui'ojods and at the same lime urge reduction of the expenditure on the Egyptian 
army, to which Egypt attaches importance, without incurring the odium 
not, only of the Government but of public opinion at large, lour lordship will 
rcL'all that, in the letter which he recently addressed to me. Kahns Pasha pressed 
For the withdrawal of the BriLish troops in Egypt after the war, cm the ground 
lluu Egypt would then be in a position lo defend herself. The Prime Minister 
has now adopted a similar attitude in his parliamentary retort to the Waff I 
manifesto; hU Exrolkmrv s speech on this occasion is being reported in a separate 
despatch If therefore, we confine our financial aid to those defence projects 
which are of primary importance to us, we shall almost certainly lay ourselves 
open to the charge of discouraging, from ulterior motives, the efforts of the 
Egyptians to lit themselves for the defence of their own country. The British 



Service Commanders in Egypt a 
equipment of the Egyptian firm; 
our own probable requirements 
what relation this programme vvi 

of Defence; but I feel that, for the reasons set out above, it 1 
if not indeed our duty, to help the Egyptian Gover 
equipment For their armed forces,pis the British Service 
desirable (under the above standard) in so far as 
16, In the absence of 
reasonable (as regarded by 
of the considered views of Elis Majesty s 
the various defence projects, 

Lure under the above headings, or 
expenditure on the defence projtn 
Government-. 1 have already red 


the war; it remains to he seen 
iifi tit o f 1 . he Egyptia n Minisl ry 
‘ U‘highly desirable, 
nmenl to Ije'ar the cost of such 
(lemma jk i evs eons i c 1 er 
it can be supplied. 

a final estimate of (he coal of (he Egyptian army s 
She British Service Commanders) requirements ami 
Government regarding the priority ot 
it is iiiipossihlo to !ix a global figure for the ex pend i- 
ussess with accuracy the share oi flic 
which properly falls to the Kgyp|ian 
d semi-oilicially from your Lorasmp’s 
ssiTying in order of priority the various 
services—navy, army and air force. I 
ndy being done, the items in these three 
ii-flar of importance in one list, and that a decision 
0 pi'o j eels a re i mined mtoly essei u iiit. 1 won Idol iserve 

____i- projects which have been under consideration, but 

which do not figure in the ihree lists referred to above, although Ihcy may yet he 
of considerable importance, e.g*, the Mersfi Mat rub defences, concerning 
the Commander. in-Ohicf. Middle Edit, is in comimiii million with the War Uthve, 
the Marine Airpon ai Marini uud perhaps even the £ue* Gfliro pipeline, As 
regards (he requirements of the Egyptian armed forces, I hope shortly to be m 
possession of the estimates which, as mentioned above, are hmirn prepared by 
General Maeready for the Ministry of Defence, ami by the British Service om 
manders in Egypt As. regards the defence projects, a rough caleuSulinn. ba^erl 
on the information at present available, points to a figure of at teaal £7 million 

to E8 million as Egypt a share. .. 

n. In the present state of Egyptian finances there is little or no prosper! 
of 1 he Egyptian Government being able to find even the £1,500,000 [proposed by; 
the deferred payments in respect of Egypt 's share of the defence projects, and it 

. . 1 .' 1 ■ 111 II a . ..... .!. i'.,n I'iii.i r..n. .'iii'iuhiiL 
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or uikc t-nese nouns a* sei-m jim mjv ■ .:., . °,. .. , - y 

thing possible be done to expedite the winding up a\ the ( aissede la Uette, wmui, 
as reporled in inv t|e#am No. 262 of the »h April, would not only help the 
Prime Minister in H&fli often L. Init. would also hbetate the reserve funds ci the 

C 'amse . 

■ 19 To sum up. Thom arc two wavs in which it ^penis ot_ urgent importance 

to hell) h>ynt- -materially as regards her dH'rncc, including the equipment, 
within reasonable limits of her army. and. if I may so pm H, pathologically as 
regards cotton. The first of these ways is of more importance to the ligyptian 
Government and to ourselves, from the practical point oi vU'W- the tnipoitance 
of the second lies in its appeal to public opinion. Although the fault lies with 
successive Egyptian Governments. the point has been reached at which it is 
materiallv impossible for Kgvpl to play her part in eoniiihutmg to her own 
defence which is also a vital British interest, without assistance in generous 
measure. And if we wish to k&p public opinion wilb us % we should be well 
advised to do whatever we can to allay the prevalent anxiety as regards the 
disposal of next year's cotton crop. 

I have. i&v. 

MILES W. LAMPSOK, 


|J 580/02/161 


No. 32. 


Sir M. Lfimfmn to ViwamU Utdipu — {ftftwimf M»y 8.) 

My Lqiti! Cairo, Mmj 4. 1040. 

WITH reference to tax dfisputch N". I El of the 7th February hist,. 1 have the 
honour in submit a further review of the political tendencies discernible in Egypt 

during the last three months. lv , , .. 

'2. During t,he period under review Aly Maher 1 asha s paiiidmentan 
posilion became considerably easier, largely owing to the aggregation of 
Mahmoud kasha's ill-health. 'At t im.es pt was feared that Mahmoud rush* might 
succumb Lo iiis various ailments and. in spite of rallies li'om lime to lame, his 

ptasent condition still inspires the grayest diikU-u. He ha- .. a mcsipaeitated 

during the last three months, and the Liberal party, witlioul leadership and faced 
with Die prospect of their chiefs disappearance from the political scene, have 
been in a state of disarray and inactivity. The differences between Aly Maher 
Pasha and the Saadists under his brother Dr. Ahmed Maher kasha have been 
composed, and the Prime Minister’s course in the Chamber of Deputies has 
consequently been fairly smooth. Contentious measures have not during the last 
ilii're misnshs provoked trouble in the Senate, and until the last lew days the 
Wat dial Opposition there has lacked occasions to embarrass the Government. 

3 r ft soon became evident tlmt L in spite of some apparent annoyance over 
Aly Maher kasha's mismanagement of rhe_Amz-al-Masri ^ITair, King Fnrouk 
was still strongly supporting his Prime Minister. Aly Maher kasha seems to 
have recovered Die ground he had lost through his injudicious handling of interna! 

and externa! policy. .. w , „ t , 

4. It is in the financial and euoiiomu- spheres Dial Aly Maher kasha s 
difficulties have boon aggravated during the lust three mouths. The Wafd'a 
appearance in the political field with an extremist nationalist po)% has resulted 
in some reassert ion of its prestige amt nuisance-power. The Wafd manifesto 
in the let ter Naims kasha handed to me on the 1st April may possibly prove to 
have marked a turning-point in the history of Anglo Egyptian relations since 
the treaty. The Wafdbs demand for the Withdraw of oUr troops from Egypt 
on the conclusion of peace looks like becoming the theoretical basis of Egyptian 
ljolicy, Dr. Ahmed Maher Pasha, who has generally been very sound in the 
InternatioBal sphere, lias now publicly, i hough with a simultaneous and admirable 
declaration of Anglo Egyptian solidarity, adopted in substance (he Wafdiat 
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thesis that the intensified rearmament of Egypt owing lo wai requirements shouh 
make possible Die complete evacuation of Egypt by our troops on the conclusion 
of peace instead of their retiremetit to Die Gaiial Zone (for text ot the speech, 
see my despatch No. 4 i\'2 of the 3rd Mag. 'The Prime Minister also, in his reply 
to an interpellation in the Senate on the W ufdi&l manifesto, adopted snbstani lal y 
the Whidist programme (see my despatch No. 460 of the 3rd May) in term* whidi, 
thowAi diplomatic and correct, are even more (UpreMisivo than those ol 


though diplomatic ami correct, are even aum- mm |m.--ueinsi^ ■ 

Nalias Pasha, Aly Maher Pasha has no following in the country. 1 f is attempts 
ro craii! Momilaritv by nationalist manifestations, like Ids Sudan i i">i* or dem&gogn 


to gate popularity by nationalist manifestations, like Ins budan i rip or uemago^n 
tours in the provinces, have had little effect lie cannot therefore afford to by 
himself be out-distanced by the Opposition in nationalist reyemd millions. His 
hand is thus being prematurely forced by this move of the Wufd, Aly Maher 
Pasha himself had previously been credited with plans similar Lo those eon tamed 
in the Wafd manifesto, but it is generally believed his idea was i to consolidate 
his position and weaken ours before coining out into the open. 1 he lead in this 
line has now been taken by the Wufd. and, in view of tts widespread mUiienoe 
and ores i i j satioii in tlie etuintry, it seems ijiiite p asiI)lo. that themtonml |>oht l on I 
struggle may now tend to revolve round ibe problem of drastic treaty revision 


on the muclostou of peace with the usual attempts of one party to outbid another 
in nationalist claims. Already “ Young Egypt," now renaf cd significantly the 
National Islamic party. has declared its solidarity with the V\ aid lhantle^to, and 
A limed Hussein has been in touch with Naims Pasha and other Wafdist lenders 


Meetings between Hafez Ramadan ami Nahas kasha have been taken in fore¬ 
shadow a W& Lai list adherent to Die Wafcl's prog'raminc. On such an issue the 
advantage of an irresponsible Opposition over the Government which lias Lo 
conciliate its policy with the requiromenta _ of iutet natioiml relations is 
con side rahlo. Ttie nationalist ba-nner is once again in i he bands of the W aid. and 
Aly Maher Pasha may find himself in the same position as Die vario^ anti Wafd 
Gcweiiiments of pre-tveatv tlays, namely, that of having to avoid ilie appearance 
of being the ob&ack' ill tlie way of nni.ion;ilist aspirations. 

y. At tlie same time the (iovermiumiM financial diffioulties are diming to a 
head. 1 havo in fmtuent despntdieB suui telegrams dwelt on Die increasing 
gravity of the budgetary situation in Egypt. The efiort to create a highly 
mechanised modern army has seemingly proved too costly for the revenues oi Die 
country. Unless His Nftjosty's Government accord tlie Egyptian Government 
some facilities in the direction of deferred and gradual payments of ariminicul 
bills. Die Govern men l seem faced with a serious crisis. Either the Gqverinncijt 
will have to leave unequipped the army it has already raised, or, if tangible, it 
must have recourse to a regular loan on disadvantageous terms w pay for 
rearmament. Either course would expose Die Government to IVdc and 
dangerous attacks by the Opposition. 

0. H \s u,o douhl In some exLent the growing ... Lbcse political 

and financial difficulties which Imvc teen responsible for the recent jiiipiiocmcm 
in the attitude of both King Eernuk and his Prime Minister towards us. Both 
i-lis Majesty and Aly Maher knsha have latter]v slanvn an evident dtisire once 
more to cultivate the most friendly relations with us. How long I hey w ill wish 
ur be able to maintain these friendly dispositions will depend hugely on Die 
developments of the intern id situation and Die degree of financial or other 
assistance which we are prepared to provide. 

7, J believe it to lie true, none the less, that in spite of Aly Maher Paslm .. 
previous altitude mid Die Wafd's present offensivo"ngaiust us, the majority of the 
Egyptian people G still well-disposed towards us. I'hc recent and very general 
alarm over Die [mssibility of Italy's entry into the war has brought home again 
to Egyptians Lheir dependence on us for protection, though this reeling has Wu 
qualified as usual by suggest urns in some quarters that Egypt is about to be 
involved in the catastrophe of war owing to Die British connexion, I'lte provinecs 
are politically apathetic, absorbed ict purely material jnohleim and at [ircsent 
irresponsive to attempts to stir up anti British feeling, _ Yet it would he risky 
to count ou an indefinite .coni inuaneQ of Egyptian goodwill. Behind the present 
amicable feelings there lurks always this fundamental ami-foreign bias in any 
country subjected to foreign occupation. That Idas has on occasion been violently 
accentuated by the manipulations of a nationalist party, which, like the Wn I'd, 
ccaiimauds the adherence of the great ma jority of Die people, The intelleetuals 
are worked hy tnorc political propaganda, the ignorant masses by exploitation of 
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concrete grievances attributed to me foreigner m occupation. In 1M9 the 
fellaheen were not raised in revolt by p®Utical slogan* so much as by napfoitation 
ot their grievances over our war requisitionings of labour, animals .inti toda “; 
The Wald is proceeding bn similar lutes to-day. Cotton is the ooncrefo griev an ce. 
now being oxplnKL It is easy to mislead the peasant into the belief that G tal 
Britain, bv her contraband control and by market manipulation, is keeping cotton 
prices from rising to meet the rise of other commodities, particularly those which 
lorni an essential part of Egypt's imports, fbe i.nancal difficult of the 
Uoveriiiueiit. ddidts, increases in taxation, recourse to loans can without much 
diffkuUy lie aUribiited to Egypt a enforced association with us m a war winch 

hi is re present ed as not her concern. , , . . M t . A 

& Any success in provoking anil-Etrinsh feeling m Egypt would have its 
effect, outside Egypt. The Wufd has already inajc dear its intention o 
associating oilier oriental nations with its anc.i-British campaign, nnd the 
Motional Islamic patty has announced shnilav designs. Ulc \rab world t in spite 
of the friendly atUteidc of large and impogLmU elements, is snspicious at heart 
towards the Allies owing to their treatment ol the 1 aleetinian and bynan 
questions. The hopes aroused ly the white paper policy have Lewi dashed by our 
failure to stop large-scale illegal Jewish immigration, which the Arabs regard 
as aullit'ving that policy. The belief that the white paper policy is not being 
implemented in ite political aspects increases Arab scepticism ot our sincerity 
nr determination to give practical effect to the policy we have announced. 
France's refusal to ratify She hranco-Syrian treaty and her subsequent recourse 
to virtually direct rule in Syria have strengthened the ajitiT much sentiments oi 
t |, L a rails! The Wafd enjoys considerable prestige in the Arab world f and any 
organised attempt by it to exploit Palestinian and Syrian grievances will tend 
lo increase anti-Allv feeling in the Arab world and the difficulties ot Great 
Britain and France "in the control of Arab countries under their HigU, hi Iraq 
L he Syrian and Palestinian question! have long played a considerable role m 
domestic politics and even coni rjbuted to the overthrow of C&biiiete.^ There arc 
sjgns that these qiitiatirmamay be beginning to play a similar part in Egypt where 
A Tv M. i.i her Pasha has t see u’forced recently to raise them with the French and 
ourselves No Egyptian Government can, m view of Egypt's chiim to leadership 
in the Me stem world, disregard the demand for actum lo succour oppressed 
Moslems in Palestine and Syria. 

9, Genuali propaganda is naturally making the most of Egyptu-Arab 
differences with us, [lie line taken by the Berlin Arabic: broadcast over the 
Wafd manifesto is significant. As a'rule German propaganda exploits with 
striking rapidity an\ development unfavourable to us. Vet it. allowed over a 
fortiiigin to elapse before making use of the Wafd manifesto, Hitherto Halo- 
German propaganda has directed its attention to the Palace rather than (he 
Wafd, and presumably the Germans hesitated to hack the Wafd on Ibis ocasaion 
fui fear of alienating' eympathies gained in T hit are circles. The furl, that German 
propaganda, finally came down on the Wafd side of the hedge .seems to indicate 
ihai after carefully weighing the situation, the Germans decided that the Wald 
could now do ns more harm than the Palace. Simultaneously with the tardy 
publicity given to the Wafd manifesto, the Berlin Arabic broadcast began directly 
to attack Aly Maher Pasha, whom il associated with Nuri Snid Pasha among 
ibe- traitorous instruments of British imperialism. 

to. The development of anti British feeling m the Egypto-Arab world will 
depend in the main on the fortunes of the war. The success hitherto of Germany 
lias contributed more than any German propaganda to the belief that the German 
military machine is too strong for us, A final failure on our part in defeat 
the German.? in Norway would encourage the unit-British elements, whose efforts 
would correspondingly he cheeked by u British triumph m that country, The 
East admires power and success more than justice. \et it. would Lh> dangerous 
te com l! un victories only for the solution of our difficulties In these parts. The 
Egyptian revolt in 1919 occurred on the morrow of a British world-victory in 
the'last war. pud at u moment when the country was occupied by overwhelming 
British forces. War and its aftermath create conditions of unrest in which 
nationalist movements of liberation lind ample provender. In the Near East 
the outbreak of the present war found us labouring under i wo grave disadvantages, 
namelv. the Palestinian question and the presence of a minority Government in 
power in Egypt. These factors will continue to exercise an irifinence on the 


relatione between Great Britain and the Egypt? -Arab world. In Ugliiik ^ (,h 
this situation our best way rlourK is to act with 

It is no use showing the oriental Hint you are running f vv , ,1 

should not be made to think that we are in we need ot hft be p \\i ^noui.l 
hbt appear to yield to violence or blackmail, We should li|ve definite, Jincs o 

policy and stick to them. French and British policy m >vna and 1 ale.. 

flhdiSd be considered in the wider cadre of the Lgypto-Arab world and not 
tested as isolated problems. While eschewing weakness and resolutely show m p 
our 1‘nrce, we should frame our policy so to famhtate the co-operation qi 
those considerable elements which desire to work wiih os Wc should not by 
our policy create united fronts against us in the Egypto-Aiuh world. 

(I Whatever form nationalist movements umy lake m the Aral. emintfiL.^ 

ii seems inevitable that in Egypt the Government will sooner orjater .. l -e ■ 

mi able to struggle against the growing political and financial difficulties v. i . ; a. 
KS&«upporU Keccnlly iSnls have ton throw,; out the I n.1* 
Minister’s press organs that. altempts are again tong nia».c loclu 1 1 J i" 1 * 
dilation between Nabas Pasha ana Alv Maker Pasha and to inM I -riuml 
t'onstitut ionalists in the Cabinet. These hints arc no doubt largely M-tom,a wu>, 
[ )ul 'i, looks as though Al) Maher Pasha is beginning to fed uinjomtortable 
:»h the soic risnonswility for the measures necessary u> deal with the growing 
difficulties of Egypt's political and financial problems. Amidst the crmfUctiuy, 
nurnoses of the pmitieiil parties all eleracnts arc apt to find a coinin'.n inecticg- 
!!!' ml ,iiVin an anti foreign attitm*. It may well I* that on this.common Kietnid 
Se Ptovcrnmcnt of Egypt way tend to base their policy towards (.rest Urn urn 

will, 1 , view to disarming or out-reaching its adversaries. 

1 nave, etc:. 

MILES W. I, AM I'SON. 


J 1413/23/10] 


Nn, 33. 


Sir M. iMiiipsov to VisiiOmt Halifax.—{Received May 2S.) 

(No 382. p®>. Seewg.) Mm 25, I'J.O, 

Minister asked the Prime Minister this morning whether Egypt 

and wished, as strenuously as we did, to avoid war with (till), ml VJ I* ' ' 

Excellently of our natural assumption that, 
if W e found ‘ourselves al war with Italy. Egypt would, of course, he at our >suk 

^tawa ms at ks 
WfS SSs «=tssssss 

the Britjeh fleet ■ ll ,, ^ould belli I groiip undevvirlieriihle |i»g i" the event 
liow Italian »<«»ek t..._E»pt u.um nu^ i.,^ p. m |)rosH the mattei at 

of wai with us. ,.waif^evclowmeiffs7whet! Llic pint might never *ri*R 1 **''<• 

present, lint should awintW oo pm . his Sxi»Ueney agamst the 

that seemed sound. H« ' must sUoiiliv ca in ir , lU , t ivoC 

speious inuuou'vrcs and a,guii,i^i Sipt if Et#wi Were at war with 
propagating iheui) tli.it t..1 ;; . , Alearii UK and most dangerous as Egypt 

Italy, Such an .argument was “ J u ;,ie af I.ihva and Abyssinia 

would team quickly enough, l.gypt n.ui ,,lll l 
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showing what would happen to her at the hands oi l Laly, Her fate was tied to 
ours. Men like Sidki Pasha should bo disregarded. 

On the whole the Prime Minister's attiLurie was ttot unsatistactor jr. Bu l 
he did not commit himself to coming in, il war should arise, tor instance, ovei 
Yugoslavia or Greece. 

Does your Lordship approve of the line I Look ? Or do you wish me to press 
the matter further? 


[J 1507/208/46] No, 34, 

Sir .1/, iJimysotL to Viscount Halija#.—{llecehed June 2.) 

(No, 429.) . , . j „ , aACl 

(Te leg raph \ e.) ^ ai ro f '■ une . ' ^P'. .. 

i HAD occasion to see King FaroUk yesterday to present new Air bind 

Marshal, . , 

2 , After Sir A, Longmore had withdrawn, l took King Farouk once moie 

on to question of preparedness for Italian attack ami called his altenuon to 
increased Italian intrigue since 1 lust saw him; 5 Had even hoard thal Egyptuin 
i ieii trali ty was now bei ng n le 1 1 tit > iri ed in e i n ■ les i h u t si ion hi k t u > w net te r, VV e 

naturallv looked to His Majesty to Um that, . , 

g King Parouk replied unfortnnutelv He could not. mat issue a Ukase, 
but. tie appeared to Lake the point (I never know how far this means tiny concrete 
result» for His Majesty hardly ever commits Himself). He did, however, tell me, 
for confidential information of your Lordship, that an unde ot Queen Faiulu 
had been behaving unwisely of late (he did not specify how), as a result of which 
II is Mitieatv had confined him under guard in a house near the Palace to enjoy 
His hospitality A This, said His Majesty, would prove that, so far as members 
or connexions of the Kuva! House were concerned, He was quite prepared on 
occasion to take a strong line—an attitude which he hoped your Lordship would 
be disposed to put to bis credit’ l have already heard ol tins incident, and 1 told 
him so: could he not continue the good work and apply 5t to people like 
Ismail Sitlky Pasha and his daughter, who were among the most prominent. Italian 
workers f (I Had said the same thing earlier to the Prime M mister.) His Majesty 

reinarked that i t wouId Iie very diItwuIt. . , . , r; . . ai , 

4 I told His Majesty I had t-act Hilly discusseil with the I rime Mi meter 
the desirability of strengthening his administration by taking in other elements 
in order in hehu the stronger position if the question of " offensive war came 
before Parliament. King Parouk seemed in favour, but launched into the usual 
diatribe against the Wal'd. Nalias Pasha might lie honest and only a fool, but 
three or four of those round him were a public danger. 1 suggested that the 
settlement of the Sahas Pasha Al.mcd Maher libel case might help the prospects 
of reconstruction on broader lines. His Majesty agreed, but, when I added that, 
l had been sounded by a middle man as to helping compose this personal quomd, 
His Majesty said with some vehemence that, ii I did. I should only burn my 
fingers and,’far from helping, would make things worse. (Actually matter A very 

del leu t e ) 

5 Question of Parliament's attitude over an lL offensive " war came up in 

u general wav, and His Majesty was inclined to lake a high line (as he loves 
dnnnd If Parliament were recalcitrant he girt] the Prime Minister knew just 
how to deal with them—meaning, f presume, passing over Lbei r beads. This being 
dangerous ground I did not pursue the mutter. . .. 

Li In general the King’s attitude remains outwardly extremely friendly, 
though I cannot sov how fur we can count on tluil when it conies to a point. He 
fallows with marked interest all war information I can give him. I send him 
"i Mr situation telegram, daily; also to the Prime Minister 
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{J 1507/208/16] No, 3m 

Viscount Halifax to Sir M Lampsm [Cairo), 

(No. 401. Dipp, Private and- Personal.) 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, Jme 5, 1040, 

FO LL 0 WIN L! f ic>nii Sec ret a ry o £ State ; — 

£1 Your telegram No, 429 [of 2 nd dune : Audience of King Farouk j. 

While I fully appreciate the efforts you have made to ensure that, ii 
Italy attacks the Allies, Egypt will live up to her treaty obligations, l am 
rather doubtful whether we shall not do more harm than good by pressing 
the King and Prime Minister to commit themselves in advance ol the cvem 
to an undertaking to declare wm on Italy. Italian pressure and internal 
reasons are no doubt rendering them nervous of taking the jump which actual 
events will prove they can hardly avoid, Subject to what you may led, it. 
seems to mo that the best line to follow would be that II is Majesty s Govern¬ 
ment have every confidence in the resolution of the Egyptian Government to 
light alongside the Allies for the freedom they now enjoy, I hey can be undler 
no illusions as to the extent or scope of Italian ambitions in the 
Mediterranean and North Africa, and they know quite well that the British 
forces in Egypt are in fact their sole protection, 

11 ■ 2, As 1 said in my official telegram No. h| 6 , I should prefer you to he 
chary of advice regarding the composition oi 1 the Egyptian Government. It 
is clear that the King may resent and misunderstand an initiative by you, 
especially discussions with triiddlenscn, The personal quarrels of Egyptian 
politicians must lie particularly (horny problems, and, though I realise the 
special position of His Majesty's Embassy, it would seem desirable that its 
Influence should be kept in abeyance, unless things begin to go seriously 
wrong! 


[J 1491/G 1 NA p 

Sir . 1 /. Lamport to Viscount llutifux. [Rsceimd Jinn 5.) 

(No. 447. Dipp, Secret.) 

(Telegraphic,) 

" SITUATION here as regards attitude of Egypt in the event oi war between 
Great Britain and Italy shown signs of rapid dcteiioration, and the poisonous 
theory of abstention and even of the possibility ot neutrality is spreading. 

Articles in the Arab prtwk have coniribuied to tlfis. . 

2 i judged it necessary to act quickly, and saw the 1 rime Munster this 
morning, and spoke will bViilal straightness asking in these mrciinisLmces 
pOmLbfank whether be was dmdde-cm^,„g us,. An when )u- darned t 
vehemently and) with life usual apparent sincerity, l invited attention to an ai licit 
in Mm A which seemed clearly intended to prepare Die pabhii mind for rum cnti} 
into the war. I contrasted this with the article ol u very differed tenor in 
Walk! organ the Mifu\ which [one group nndecipherable | \ guuerallv belies any 
Miah i,?iwreading of .Italy's W spoliations intenlnm^.townnU Egypt It was 
up io the Prime Minister and to King taroiik to give Egyptmi- people a jh opei 
leiuP not only to prevent ventilation of misleading ami dangerous ideas m lhe 
S but to ‘see that the right sort of Muff such ^ that now com.ng irom the 
Wafd aooeared 1 reminded Hi^ Excellency or his having s.inl eailici that- he 

lm ^ mv „f British Heel ami army; why, then, dangerously nn^ead -gyptimi 
by allowing and: apparently even encouragil^ wmtrary opimoiis 

3 ’Prime Xfiniker repented will, (treat apparent on,-neatness that he was 
whullv an,l loyally with 03. and tie hoped that we would disregard nil 
niiSine mmoura. If wo would let him work m Ins own way all would be 
well He denied i-esponsilulity for I,he Balayh ai-tu le am said he had now told 
the censor to prevent all further comment lie clearly did not rcimh the 
wholesale references to the Wafd jom-nf. In proof of Ins good fmth he had 
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only last night conferred wiih group of «.«* ‘S^JS^KSSSl- 
situation meat fully and how wavwa® hetaS Scfed & 

lie could not predict ju whrtt toim. At meUioils of (formal Imdgeting 

Minister of Defence that he was to K cre he referred 

arid spend whatever money was wnu ei • ' itjouidi the context was 

casually to the British being m command ot the Uoops, though, the 

not clear. 1111 « n A h\& Ekdelleuev’s 'wur&nB wkuffi 

4. 1 revertedl to the double-cross,ng and X, tas fie euuallv sure of Ins 

you! Lordship would bo delighted 10 V , ,,| | ■ j fiL had reliable reports 
Minister at Romo l H« «Phfj£ K %ig(“S« neutrality ft and 
thfit the Minister bad been delibciattly _ .,'fiianco How did that group 
also] showing deliberate disloya ■ * *; Alimsteiwas Somewhat taken 

omitted I with his liscelknw - !l f ^' ^a imonert lie had soul hurtnirtiona to 

S{Lfcni'S5sw& iiriiat 

:;±‘K°5o “ Win*. I. «•*—-«* aw «"" 

man in Home. a ~ AV f ovv \A retrardin£ the dteclaration 

r>. Prime Minister H^CMM Wilson 

Of Cairo as an Open town. Ht Imit - * jj h ; s Oabinet; then I had 

had agreed to jus first formul^nnd ■ J -’ i w t.h to our local High 

come down «nd *aid that the f J ment His'colleagues were now accusing 
Command and to His aUiest) ■ it , , ox plained this was complete 

us of not treating the Lgjptwi» *l l ’j 1 ■ v , clt i lern | Wilson had dismissed 
mismuferstanding. I had not hem - 5 an( j Ganergl W a veil and 

the project the draft proclamation. 

Air Chief Marshal had ten horntel whoi »f \ ^i kU>!iUv . \ V c limtuow put 

London had taken preriselythe same>i Bewail i Was busily tearing it to pieces, 
up an alternative draft, but i „atn m cet us over the 

Prime lo.Wusly over ,« the other 

aggs 'i “plii iSSiwm, a«u»B w* is*™r« “ •**» 

S* 

above interview Ktainly gave no such'Impression, mfortnnately. he has a 
reputation for intrigue* 


[J 1507/208/16] No 

Viscount Halifax to Sir M, Lampoon [Cairo). 

(No. 400.) Foreitf-n Office, * tune <> r 1940. 

k ns 

aiuwuiciaft. guns. out " , ; t Oeruum bomtes m Norway, 

mi extremely good account ol tnunxu^a ul^iim ^ f Italian fighters to 

It should tlio Zbalador if 

accompany then 1 bombers fm P ■ : ■ sJL in ease of sit 1 bombing! to which he 

Xtd thatl^felMyuite certain that internal security could easily be preserved. 



2. I remarked that., although no one could know what Signor Mussolini, 
would do, | presumed that the Egyptian Government were under no illusions n* 
to Italian pretensions iit ilie Eastern .UcditeiTaueaii. Die Ambassador said t hat 
he had been a student, at Dijon from 1009 to 1.914 and well remembered Italian 

fellQW-students saving tbjS, Egypt had been a Roman province and must been. 

an Italian province. He seemed, however, in general, to have no retd <jpprehen¬ 
sions either from ihe internal political aspect or 1 lie danger oi Julian attack. 

! touched upon the question of a declaration regarding Cairo being an “open 
town,/ * and said that I laffiw it was under discussion in Egypt, and (bat I hoped 
we should lie able to agree to tome such declaration, provided, pi course, that n 
did not hamper the military authorities. I he Ambassador entirely agreed with 
iliis proviso, and said that he thought it would be of some advantage it such a 
declaration could be made. 

3. ! ended by saying that 1 felt sure that the Ambassador would ctmunue 
to send his Government encouraging reports of the confidence and resolution oi 
the British and French peoples, to which he readily assented. 

1 am, so, 

HALIFAX, 


J 1401/GJ 


I-1scutari Halifax tv Sir M, Lampswi [Cairo) 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, June 10, 1940. 

YO U Li telegram No, 447 j of 5th duno]. 

I approve language held by you to Egyptian Prime Minister. You wd)., 1 
hope, leave him under no illusion t-luU he must regard all suggestions oi Egyptian 
neutrality as entirely misleading, inasmuch as ivo shall certainly have to make 
Egypt a basis of military operations. His Majesty’s Government, are willing to 
leave to you full discretion as to maimer in which you handle situation with him, 
and will support you in any conversations you mav Imve with object of making 
the attitude of His Majesty's Government quite clear to Egyptian Government. 


with reference to your Lordship s circular despatch nt 
transmit herewith ft statistical table relating to the 
if the first quarter oi 1940, with comparative figures 

deluding bullion and specie and re-exports) amounted 
ired with EE. 10,804,000, showing an increase of 
ase is mainly due to the rise in the coat of raw materials 
. many of the principal imports and exports show a 
ui increase in value. The share of the I "tilted Kingdom 
7,187.009 (3lt o pci cenr.}, compared with £K o.DH.OOtl 
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% Trade JLe» beMree.. Egypt a„d her principal cnatnmen, during the 
period under review were as follows* Bo toX 


Country, 
United Kingdom 
United States 
Chile 

Italy 

Belgium ... 

France .. ■■ 

Dutch East Indies 

India 

Japan 

Itoumania 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 


M. 

821.000 

£ts. 

826.000 

( 118,000 

2.000 

385,000 

1,661 000 

357.000 

70,000 

377.000 

47,000 

141,000 

13,000 


vuuvu i'- '- . ----- p,, y nnrt 704.a » ev cent ) to £ E. SU&a.UUU 

^firmed a substantial mcimsc from EE iJJUi.UiJO (,^+ » I •. LLl „ „_j„ 

the chief increase being in respect m coal and cotton piu-e-goods 

fw!I’ hXcr ihereis a (tidin' t> quanUUeA c*l tor dyes. »«^halk. 

woollen fabrics, tin, sewing machines, ner«.ptit^ aiid muniUOTs. . . 


woonen of .Amerirn is taking advantage of the opportunities 

offered by the cessation of imports into this market from Germany 
nccuuied' territories United Si nips ol Amerura s imports totalled £1.. 1.0*1.UU 
toZ lirsl a mirier of I MO. compared with BE. 543.000 m the eorresppiidipg 
Unt nVi .> t llfi 1 nr^T'f'n no hoiii ' chieflv tine tol&rger deliveries of lubricating 


heaw ueinmiM mi hh-JS^*. v _r —' ,' . „ ni’ ocmiifiti ■ <, 

the first quarter of 1930. M\m unparts rese by nearly th J M -■ 
£K. 754 000, find sales to that country likewise increased item in 

£ F 7 52 COO (Ui c to 1 a rger m w cot ton takings. i i n ports from Bel^ mm rcjaa X 011 * 
W 44701)0 to EE 077,000. Exports to France reached the very high figure "l 
compared with .Cl-;. mflOQ; owing to that country a recent heavy 

uurchases of raw cotton. . 

% The following table shows the value of exports ui raw rntimi to the 

principal purchasing'^oinuito dining the first quarters ;of 1030 and 1040:— 


account of 
, 200,000 in 


Country, 

United Kingdom .. 

France 

Germany 

Japan .- 

India .* 

Italy -.► 

Switzer I a ml . 

United States 
Cm:hce Slovakia 

Poland .. 

Roumania ... 

China 

Belgium 

Hungary 

Total, including other 
countries 


First Qua 

Her, 1939. 

First Qian 

•ter, 1940. 

Kaniffl'H. 

,lE. 

Kant tt rs. 

£E. 

893,803 

2.258,812 

841,445 

3,123,695 

299,990 

832,437 

551.524 

2,017.369 

218.730 

507,042 

„ , . 

697,735 

183,480 

462.916 

187,225 

134.541) 

304,229 

65.945 

259,446 

137,569 

367.236 

180,854 

099,001 

115,268 

317,502 

40,478 

148,409 

54.175 

163,81 El 

38.687 

103,096 

58,901 

151,211 

„ + 


55-614 

148,533 

j , . 

H , , 

49,952 

126,891 

(15,888 

329,516 

39,643 

91,376 

iS.fl70 

182,010 

3K6I0 

83.158 

31,720 

107,724 

25,854 

67,213 

40,374 

154.780 

2,451,275 

0,415-019 

2,203,026 

8,192,789 
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0, There was a substantial fall in onion exports at 18,352 metric tons, 
valued at £]■;. 90,444, compared with 41,852 metric tons, valued at £ ft. 240,014. 
caused principally by (tie restriction in shipping spate available at Alexandria, 
Rice exports, oil the other hand, increased from 40J 33 met ric tons, valued at 
Eli. 379,653, to 53,300 metric tons, valued at EE. 602.077, in the first quarter of 
1040, the United Kingdom, France, Greece, Belgium. Syria find \im mania all 
taking increased quantities. Cottonseed exports declined from 649,209 urdebs, 
valued at £E, 446,038, to 420,130 ardeba, valued at EE. 275,031, a development 
which is causing considerable concern to the Egyptian Government and which 
has formed the subject of official repress tat ions to His Majesty s (mve rumen (, 
with a view to solving the problem of the abnormally high unsold slocks which 
have accumulated at Alexandria; Colton- seed oil exports, on. the other hand, 
were more than doubled both in volume and value during the quarter under 
review. 

10, Cotton piece-goods imports from the principal suppliers were as 
under ;— 

First Quarter , 19m t irst Quarter, 1940. 


Country. 

Million 
sq uare metres. 

Me. 

Million 

square Metres. 

£E 

1 taly . 

12 1 1 

261,665 

8 ■ 3 

322,956 

United Kingdom ... 

8 -1 

148,784 

70 

255,870 

Japan 

4 1 

40, L51 

7 1 

100,657 

Switzerland 

in 

30.703 

0 1 

6,143 

India . 

0*5 

8 fm 

0 3 

6,604 

Belgium 

0-7 

15,170 

0 3 

13,783 

Hungary.. 

France 

0-3 

5,912 

0 ■ 5 

16,293 

0 1 

3.612 

0-3 

15.560 

Total, including 
other countries 

27-7 

535.660 

25 1 

756.088 


3r will bo noted that the United Kingdom nearly maintained the volume al 
her exports of ration piece-goods to Elds market in the first quarter of I94n, bur 
that her principal competitor, Italy, last ground to the extent of nearly 4 million 
square metres. Japart is beginning once again to take up r large share of the 
market,, her imports rising from 4-1 to 7 I million square metres, in spite ot 
the handicap of Uic 40 per cent, surtax imposed PH Japanese Opttpn piece goods. 
Reference to the above table will show that the average landed cost of Japanese 
goods is less than one-half of that of United Kingdom and I Ln.lin.ii piece-goods, 
indicating that, ns was the ease when the surtax was imposed in 1935, the 
Japanese products are again competing strongly in price with the local industry 
rather than with the higher'-class products of the United Kingdom and Italy. 

11. Imports of coflee, tea, sugar, beer, wines and spirits, fertilizers, 
artificial silk yarns, woollen fabrics, jute sacks, motor vehicles (chiefly lorries), 
arms and ammunition, and aeroplanes all showed substantial increases jn the 

. first t hree months of 1940- Coal import s decreased by 141101)0 tons, although 
there was a rise in value owing fa tile higher cost. Here, again, the position is 
causing grave cmiccm to the Egyptian Govern incut, who are apprehensive of 
depletion of stock a. O l lie r In i 'ge r 1 ee rea sc s we rc in i cs p act < i f I je n ai n e, ker< >sa 3 1 c. 
pa[5orand cardboard, iron rmd steel bars, rails, iron and steel structures, builders' 
hardware, internal combustion engines and pumps, [raptors and radio sets. 

12, Copies of ibis despatch have been sent to the Ministry of Economic 
Warfare, the Department of Overseas Trade, and the Middle East intelligence 
Centre, Cairo, 

l have, &c, 

MILES W, LAMPSON. 










Enclosure in No. 30, 

Foreign Trade of 1ipgpt {excising Bvllim, and Spec"). 
(£R. 00!)'»omitted.) 


( ’ounl ry. 


Lniled Kingdom 
United SIntos 
Child 
Itfil.V 

Ralgium ... 

France 

Dutch lirtHE Indira 

Iorffil 

JnpnH 

KiHimnulrt 

Selh*rtan,dfe 

Switnurlniid 

Hungary 

Greftca 

Iran 


British MnLiyn 

Sweden. 

YngOBldvln 
Finland ... 
OurEv^no 

Sorwn v ,,, 

Turkey 
China 
Pnlest inn... 
Omrtnfiriy... 
O.tiidi'i -Slovak ml 
Poland ,,, 
Syria 
lrm| 


Order 

in 

19-10. 

Imports from— 

First qiLftrt-or. 

1939. j 1910. 

— — - 1 

t 

-2,01S 

3,186 

2 

S43 

1,044 


200 

918 

•1 

m 

754 

.r. 

. . 1 • 5 

44 T 

077 

_ 0 

552 

541 

7 

178 

370 

ft 

MG 

345 

0 

207 

m 

- to 

m 

Oils 

.... n 

205 

22$ 

. 12 

UV2 

217 

13 

117 

103 

11 

HI 

IM 

15 

isb 

183 

16 

64 

119 

*" ,,. 17 

29 

im 

... te 

106 

106 


45 

7ft 

an 

, 42 

7B 


Order 

in 

IB-ill 


Exports to— 

‘First qySHor. 
1939. i 10dO. 


8,188 

of f o 

”l4 

424 

227 

80S 

20 

41U 

G3B 

m 

\w 

'.m 

6ft 

144 


752 
292 
2,202 
O! 
275 
70 ft 
557 
85 
204 
155 
155 
5 


Tntnt ^ including nthor 
L'.oiintricK) 


10,7 SO 


10 ,007 


[J 1573, 200 161 4,K 

P S(> .]/, Lump&on to Viscount Halifax.—(Received .June IE) 


(No. 477.) Odiro, JiWQ ID, 1Q#Q.- 

with aarvirtimnumwler*. 1 «t Igroupomi# i 
io-n%1it!prequesled Prim. Minister i» apply forthwith third and final phM 

° f T r b Prtnie‘\lin iste r at oW agreed and the artual hour M «} 

ii h<',tre w left for arrangement lift ween General Htadtjjarters a.id Mnii.uy 

Utu'rb.r Vnsi teal tteUf de*i«*l hy us. It will «• gw* W» , , 

1 3 . Prime Minister hnd already been visuwl hy Unlian Mtnmtei..^wlo ha 
nH u p j ,].., pi-line Minister luxd Want Mussolini s apqech. Hr ai)^ ,, ed m 
Vlfimntive ! Group undrcypherriblel enquired wlml Egyptian attitude would be. 
^feiliiSaily Bgypt would act in accordance with her treaty 

wiih m. i ji . i kc<t whclhor ,bat meant he would te handed hi* 
rrSmV Minister had replied : " That ...ay well be so." I reminded 




his Excellency that he had assured me thill it would definitely be- so; and Prime 
Minister repeated to m& that it would be. Prime Minister added that Italian 
Minister had seemed frightened about his own safety; but he^had told him that 
English men always did these filings 11 very nicely. 17 Prime Minister raised with 
use question of route available; also getting Egyptian diplomatic and consular 
staff of Benghazi, sfec.> safely out- He presumed only route would be via Libya 
frontier, That would have to be gone into. I added that S had not, in fact, heard 
from your Lordship since Mussolini's speech, but should doubtless he taking up 
many such questions with his Excellency on instruct.ions from you. 

(Repeated to Commander-in-chief, Mediterranean. No. 34, anti Khartum. 
No, 175.) 


IJ U91/G] No. 41. 

Sir if. Lum-j^on to V mount Htdifutf.—(Received June 12.) 

(No. 488.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, June ll fc 1940, 

AFTER informing tftfc Prime Minister of 0 U$ ftir raids on Libya and M.nssawyi, 

I Li is evening gave him the substance of paragraph 2 of your telegram No. 439. 
i then passed on and s]>oke as directed in the first sentence of paragraph S of 
your telegram No. 435, His Excellency took a pencil note of my remarks, saying 
that he was just going to a Cabinet'meeting, to whom he would communicate 
ilhejn. lie added that be was making a statement in Parliament to-night, 

2. I asked if he could tell me what he was going to say., lie replied that 
he had not yet cleared his mind. 1 said in that case I might refresh his memory 
regarding substance of our many conversations. If there were any attack upon 
Egypt of any sort or kind, his Excellency bad said we could rely upon it thal 
Egypt would be at war with Italy; if it was a question of hosi i lilies outside 
Egyptian territory, then the Government must get assent of Parliament That 
position lie had made clean a3id your Lqids]dp had received and accepted my 
reports to that effect as sufficing for the moment. Hut in actual fact we confidently 
expected from his earlier assurances that Egypt would do the right thing by llie 
alliance and come right in. regardless of legal niceties; Italian blandishments 
were worth nothing, declaimed the .Prime Minister, who, l regret, to auto, gave 
some appearance of desire i.o hedge, and said that Signor Mussolini had been very 
i.-lever in his speech. Prime Minister had been bombarded nil to-day by people 
saying that, as Egypt could only put 5,000 fighting men in the field, why invite 
disaster by declaring war? 1 replied l must really contest his facts; beseemed 
to ignore'the presence of British forces; secondly, Egyptian army was much 
larger, even if many of (hem were not. front line troops; but in any case both 
General 11 cad quarters and His Majesty's Government did attach importance to 
their aid and that should bo sufficient refutation of such a silly argument. As 
to “Middle East,” any sane Egyptian must see it was absolutely disastrous if 
they failed Lheir Ally. But enough of that—it was up to his Excellency to lead 
hia coimlr’i and public opinion; f urged most seriously that he should do so m 
any statement lie made in Parliament to-night Prime Minister ended ln T saying 
without doubt that every sane Egyptian detested and distrusted Italy, but he 
did noi tel] me what he proposed to say in Parliament. 

g 1 (hen said ' bad comedown primarily to ask for the immediate handing 
over of passports to Italian Minister-and staff It should be done at once Prime 
Minister made rather a grimace, but gave the impression that it would he done: 
he would take ii up with his colleagues tonight. Perhaps it would be settled 
to-morrow. I said we wauled action In-morrow and that, when in ken. legation 
and cnnKiilur premises should be cordoned off and no contact with outside allowed 
He made a written note—ami 1 can only ho|>e he will act as requested. Out his 
general attitude struck me as shifty and .tom for table. 
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]J 1491/G S 

Sir M. Lawpson lo Vircomt Ha! if ^(Received June 1%) 

(No. 491. Dipp-) Cairo, Jmw 11, 1940. 

(! fItgraphio.) _ interview [i with] tKi Prime Minister (my telegram 

ArlKlt tehiugnt s miei^uw i. 1 ; i W |. B| r f-*r W that unless 

f in face that and tell him he must comply or get out. in 


[J 1575/123/16] 43 ' 

,S 7 r , 1 /. Lam pso tt to Viscouni Hah fo r f (*'.• ? rrtf <1 »>"' 1-1 

4 fA ■,, « v fl}V &*», 12, 1040. 

( 0 ^qjxo^v [NG 'received from Khartum, No, 03 of nth June: — 

* ( following is text, of a groclamation which I am making ptiblii 1 in-Ja) 
in the Sudan:— _ k 

■■‘I declare to you that Mussolini and hU Fascist Government m Italy 

have taken I lie ojiporhinit;. when the tinned fniyw <rf »'» 
and the French Republic are engaged m a iniginy umili a with litre , 
rWm-mv lo roiiew their policy of national expansion, which begun with 
the rapes of Al.vtt.ii.it, an! Allmtua. AceMdia^^theA^d^^^ 
of Britain and France, who are iletenniMit to resist t itthcr . Is I . gfe e 
sinr bv newer fill mi lions, have declared a stale of uai th . Inc nainx 
V'ovcriinmnt Vs lie result of these events the war which is being waget 
with"Sf|ocUv in Northern Frame will he spread to the regions o 1m 
Me literraiMStn anil Mc«l tStma. and the A»gU»-hgyj>tiai. p'<«» '] 1 ' , 

io he hmnchi. within the range of aelive military operation* Fur the local 
liefenufofktlic'smlan the hind and ait forces present m the country will 
forcibly oppose the enemy, Their mstiegs will emit arm wiili ihosc of cb 
Mt inier of the Allied Powers. With Ibesc great armies they are assembled 
Zinst powers of Itlii-o which must he overcome before the world can ta 
n”'iin at iiem-e We are prepatetl tor arty local emergency tbat may atise. A# 
S^a'l be read, to fight In .he death, *<*)%» may he re.pttred 
meet, dangers and discomforts eaiiMtil by enemy actual from the air or on land. 
Mur duty*is plain. It is to 1» courageous, to keep good order to carry « t 
i&Lruetions issued by the military and civil authorities to hold last lo <W 
t'nitli ill the victory of our just cause, May God detenu a I 


l,J 1578/208/16] No. 44 

Sir M. Lumimm to Vim ant Wdifnx r ~{fifwheft June 12 .) 

(Telegraphic.) C * iro > l% iS,4 ° 

MY telegram No. 488. . „ .. 

1 ibis morning gave the Prime Minister latest intonation regarding mir 

air raids and he expressed great pleasure at their Hucjp, ! al«jn told him l bad 
[uyt heard that the Italians had driven in an Egyptaan frontier post at t mar ' 
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gpulh of Solium, and further Italian offensive action was expected ai bolluni. 
This seemed to me to answer Ids problem of a defensive war, 

2. I asked him to have the Italian Vice-Consul at Solium removed at once, 
and he agreed to hU transfer to Alexandria under escort 1 am asking Geneiul 
Officer Comma riding British Troops in Egypt to see to this preferably under 
Egyptian detachment. 

3, Prime Minister s anticipated statement m Parliament last_night is being 
made this morning. Following h rough—very rough Fiso Betti on ol outline 
given lo me by Hie Brime Minister of wffat he will say, 

” 4 . He will open with reference to change situation since Italy & declaration 

of war on the 1 Oth June, and new situation in which Egypt finds Ijjg'H. A 
reference to her attitude towards (Germany since September: and to severance id 
relations with her But with Italy there is d tfferenoc of laud and sen neighbour 
hood. Egypt is determined to adhere l.iy her Treaty id Mliancej As Lo theory ol 
neutrality of Sue?. Canal if Egypt is at war that is not practically possible. 
Primp Minister’s general line will he to prove to Pfe'liameiU and public that 
Egypt has exhausted all reasonable measures to prevent war. Under treaty she 
is" bound to provide her ally with all facilities. That she will most ceriainly do 
as she has been doing in regard to war ivitli Germany. Egypt A sympathies arc 
wholly with the Allies, but under treaty Egypt is not bound to declare war m all 
circumstances! but she must defend herself mid will do so. II there are any _(U 
linmbmg attacks^ (2) attack upon the Egyptian army, or (3) entry into Egyptiitn 
territory, that means war. That is Egypt's initial stand : if attacked she must 
defend herself and range herself in war with her ally He will Mum allude to 
our declared desire to see Egyp in war with iw and will refer to Ids conversation 
with the Italian Minister (see my tdegnirfi No. :J@2) of some little' time ago. when 
the Minister asked whether, if Italy did nol ;iit:uk Egypt. Egypt would attack 
Italy. And of IBs reply in the negative,, of which the Prime Minister had 
informed me and British generals at the time. 

fj. He Would work in a reference to the proposed dfectotion of Cairo as an 
open town and would say it was still under discussion with best intentions on 
both sides. 

6, Prime Minister again emphasMSL his aim was to keep Parliament and 
public so fully informed that everyone would know that Egypt had Bn tie her best 
in the c 3 run instances. Indeed, precisely tlie line that we in England had taken 
wi ih our Parliament and public, 

7, Bearing in mind your telegram \ T o. 443 just received. I told lies 
Excellency Ids general line" seemed acceptable provided life made his ultimate? 
intention and desire to stand by us clear. 1 must repeat OUT reliance on his 
making good his various assurances to us, Is did not seem So me to matter how 
it was done so long as Egypt wa* ultimately with us in the war—’'Which I under¬ 
stood was his own view. He did not dUsenL 

8, His attitude was markedly less budging than last night (see my telegram 
under reference) and his mood sounder. Ho may have been overtired Iasi night 
and possibly my mtuuation earlier in the conversation that the Italian Miui|ter 
must at once he given his passports or there would he em ha missing developments, 
had a steadying effect. But 1 fear fie will still need most, careful watching and 
keeping up to mark. I let him see quite clearly we are in no mood to stand 
equivocation or anything that would jeopardize our push inn or hamper our 
military ad ion. At the same liniv, we were anxious to help him in Ins desire 
to lead his public in right direction, 


IJ 1572/208/16] No. 45. 

Hir i\L Lftm-pnon to Viscount Halifax—(Received Jttitr 13.) 

(No, 50E) 

(Teleg raphin.) Cairo, J unr 12, 1040. 

LINDER ^EPRETARY of State for Foreign Affairs states I hat Egyptian 
Government have broken oil diplomatk relations with Italy. lie had sent for 
Italian Minister and in formed him lie and his stall must go. But Egyptian 
Government, mindful of the retention by Germany of members of the staff of 

[22602] u 
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the Egypt Lin Legal ion fit Berlin, did not intend to allow Hal inn Minister and 
his staff to leave Egypt mini Egyptian Minister jit Home and Ins stafi wore safely 

mlT 1 1 He added United States Government had agreed to protect Egyptian 
interest in Italy. He w$fe asking African Legation m Uairo to transmit 
messages to Rome about departure of respective legations, 


fj 1672/208/16] 

Sir AL to ViscouiU Halifax,—(Reived Juju* 13.) 

rrd-^rfnhit- V R Cairo - Jmf l2 ' mo . 

' * Vo BLOW TNG is the first report of Sfecrat Session of Chamber this 

morning:■- - 

Prime Minister began by making the following statement: 
lJ \fter referring to long negotiations to make Cairo an open town, which 
remained without result, he said Italy had asked whether, m the event of her 
not stacking Egypt, the latter would declare war against her. The lusewer 
was II the negative. nn<l Sir British Ambassador was informed thereof II 
Egyptian Government would act as in Urn t <m of Germany, and content. ilst.U 
with breaking off diplomatic relations with Ualv. However, the simaiion wpS 
ffltimi ip mw fact m Italy was limitrophe «o k-v[U and |gyp^m 

Government is hound hv Suez Canal Convent ion I \ am! I the Anglo-Egyptian 
Agreement, By the former, if Egypt glares war, she can no longer preserve 

Prime Minister then enumerated the facilitip which must be 
ite Corded tq Great Britain under the treaty, which, however, did not ohhge.Lgypt 
iQ deeiare war. The Egyptian Government therefore consider it need not deckne 
war unless Italy attacks, and conditions oi tins attack are the following. 

(1) An invasion of Egypt. 

(2 Air attack on Egyptian army. 

(3) Air attack on Egyptian institutions or towns. 

4 Later in th« course of the debate, the PriijUi Minister was Med if an 
air attack on British aerodromes or the M in Egyptian territorial waters would 
constitute an attack on Egypt. The Prime Minister replied in the negative. 

5 Sidki Pasha fnllv approved 01 Prime Minister s statement. 

li. Ahmed Maher said that, while approving ot (he form of the Prime 
Minister’s declaration, he considered it. an impracticability owing to the utilisa- 
iif,n hv the British of Egyptian communications, depots, jge. Paly rawerts 
nothin" and Mussolini’S word was not enough. Il was necessary to create a 
spirit of confulcnre with England and lo give her more rights than the treaty 
recognises, particularly ns if Germany and Italy were victorious they would not 
he "rateful 10 Egypt for the position she is at present taking tip, while Great 
Britain would b!irritated and we would not he able to ask her tor an improve¬ 
ment of conditions of the treaty. Ahmed Maher then made n long declaration ol 

svinmiLliv with the democracies. , „ T , 

’ 7 \|i Wither angrily retorted that tie had told the British Ambassador 

l hftt if Egypt Ijjitl had smlfiriflht troop* to ntet (he course of the war, he wonW 
;M :i have lialtated te declare war against Italy and (.errata?, hut uiiLortmmtely 
I vnt had on \mv frontier only 5,00(1 men inadequately provided with transport. 
A declaration of war would;therefore, only lie ft spectacular gesture, causing 

ruin to 1 fj million inhabit ants. . ('ll 

8, Ahmed Maher replied again urging the necesBity of helping England 

In.vmd the si rid treaty limits, , , . , , 

t). Acting leader of the Liberals approved the Government s declaration 

and point of view of Ahmed Mabel - , _ L , . 4 . 

Mi Wa filial leader announced the intention of the Walciist aha tent ion m 
the ground that the Ministry should have given Deputies time to confer with their 
loaders in so grave a matter. 
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11 A motion was presented approving the l Vi me "Minister * dedication, 

but Ahmed Maher presented another motion approving the foreign,policy < t c 
Government, while expressing the wish that the grftatcsi teimliues &hnuli. * 

accorded to the democracies. Ahmed Maher's motion was voted by the Limn her. 

12 The statement in paragraph 2 that Ali Maher had in onneiJ me tfui . 
in the event of Italy not attacking Egypt the latter wouULnot declare war againsr 
] talv, is quite untrue, a* a reference i.o my telegram No. fal will shov.. W hat All 
Maher said to me was that he had replied that Egypt would not attack Italy, 
which is quite another thing. 


[J 1491 /G] W>- 47 ’ 

Sir /If, lattipsm f0 —(Recsh^iJW 13.) 

CfOv, Jw* tfglWJjp 

HAS SAN EIN PASHA called this morning to convey Tong iatouks 

congratulations upon The King’s Birthday, _ v*k.. w i 

2 This gave me an opportunity to prune him on ouisUndmg political 
issues. ! told him that I was speaking with complete indiscretion as the ^mes 
were critical, ami he ought to warn King Earonk without teMcencc ot the danger 
ahead, it was letter that King iummk should have warning ot this trom wiihu 
before il came to him from without, i then summarised the discussions with he 
Prime Minister, ending with a reference to yesterdays debate m ar lanmni 
where the Prime Minister had seemingly heliaved nddlv. to say the lea^ Am; 

1 mentioned the curious eomcidehoe ol the disloyalty of .the Egyptian Ministei 
in Rome. There was also the undoubted equivocation ot the 1 nine Minister* 
attitude in regard to the loL’al press. 

3 The essence of il all was (hat our military aclion must remani 
unhiiHitiereri. kind that the Egyptian Government must itiftffl m-ewaty measure* 
pan# hv nur military : ami For internal security prphibit ,trading «r ilealmg 

in any form with Italy.’Ai'. So Inns a* the present 1 r. Minister really g«w 

us what we watitcl. we would (leal with him: hut the moment thul it was proved 
lluU he wjis druihlG-orossiug as it silimlion would lmvts arisen u'lin ■ ui Jhr 
interests of his country and of himself. King Eiirrmk would hare to aet. We 
were in no mood to he thwnritfl or pisiyed with. 


fj 14 BI/G] N<> - '* 4 5 * * 8 * * - 

Siril. Lump*™, to Viteomt Halifax.—{Rtvtiml Jwir 14 .) 

i™eShic.) . . re# w. m 

MY telcirram No, 514. , , J . : . t 

IT'ime Miainter is showing himself distmTvirigly relin iuni to co-opcnde wiili 

ua wholeheartedly over following matters;— 

ia) In the Ihdit of I'ifth < oluiun itetivilies 1 irnpr^fcd on 1dm both wfbnllv 
and in writing on 1st dun,e (sec my telegram No. and ag.uu on 
8th June, n^esBity of immediately interning nil Germans, n\m and 
women, still at. Ubor-ty in Egyipl Sii.ee then only seventy-thw 
further German nat-ionula have wen interned, while aecommoda luil 
is being prepared for thirty-seven others. I am again impressing on 
Prime Miniater to-dav the net'easity of immediate and eHertive aetipn, 
l-’ithcr he lias hoi given the. necessary instruct urns (though he says 
i4ch time Ihrii Iso has) or hr has nol scon Hint they are cornel oul. 
(M li &s become imperative m> roiiduct active i-o^iiter-iwopagatuln owuiwt 
llalv ill press ami on wireless Despite his verbal asauranees, I rime 
Mimstcr is being systematically ob.Hlructivc\ l am approaching him 
again to-day. 

[22802] 11 ' 
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If) Third «Uun of Tombak nrhcme was oflicient.lv earned outby K^pUan 
palter. lmt I have just heard that he hits ordered 
Tom bilks. despite our request# to the contrary, I Am puls mg bun [ 

Id) 'fhereava si lr ns of an unwillingness to act in accordance with our wishes 
( m r^mPto cutting off qtf eonintcrcml and financial deul„ ; gswh 
Italy' sequestration of local rtalidp firms and hlockms ol tow! t »* lnn 
hand hahinccs rat lines of Proclamation No. li. which prohibited Ua<k 

with {Jcrmany at the beginning of the war . 

Mintor of I'inance is quite ready to co-opi-ialc, ■mt i nnu. 
Minister has not yel approved. J am pressing him hard, but there is 

a (Miiilc reluctance in the air, . „ 

I f) Iff. is iihliiim' obstinately at issue of proclamation appouiling British 
commandants of three war rones, 1 am exploringpossible altein.i- 
tivp^. but his attitude bus been completely unreceptive. 

There can i,e little, if aiiv, doubt that he is Irimmiug w* d-r/* llaliana wad 
irving io make thing* eaay for liiem. And he is playing duck* and drakes with 
ihe depeminbilifv of the K&vpliun itmy, warding which renewed alaimist. 
reports Eire reaching mo from (-ieneral M unready. 


fj 1587/208/16] W' 49, 

Sir M. I.nvipsori to Vmount Halifax.—{Revived June J"0 

Having decided last night that tlm time had come for strong representations 
Lo the Prime Minister concerning continued unsatisfactory atiitiule o the 
Kl'yiuiiiii Goverament as regards essential measures of various kinds a^i i s 
11 alia us. 1 requested interview with his Excellency. He could not seem hat 
night but cane to His Majesty's Embassy this monung. bringing with bin 
Minister of Public Worths whfth enabled me lo call Shone to he present | 

2 [ IH.J 5 HH by drawing Prime M inister’$ attention lo Italian bombing raids 

ifsjt > e mv tclegriXin No. 518 )- ... . ,, . - i 

;T ] noxE pressed upon his Excellency immediate necessity oi seizing and 

handing over lo British authorities all Italian shipping in Egyptian ports (your 
tele"rum No. 450 ). This the Prime Minister promised to do. 

"4 1 i]„m took up the following points I— 

5 . UaUdfii Legation Wd Consular Staffs,--! urged the need for their early 
departure (in which Prime Minister concurred) and tor their teing cordoned off 
in the mean!line to prevent contacts with people outside. We knew Ihn the 
legation stuff were spreading precisely the some sentiments of lUdayalty to us 
as were coming through on Berlin broadcasting, e.rj., that <>f 12 th dime. 1 . in 
Minister sought lo argue ihm cordoning was nnusnsJ end umieeessary, but I 
impressed upon him Mini I was once more making a lonnnl demand lot M pn 
im si nil* of military necessity. I added that British military would gladly assist 
in nrwiduut cord, in—a suggestion which Prime Minister did not relish. 

a ittibw romtok*.- I gave the Prime Minister names ol seven wlmrn I 
bad heard he had ordered to he released and complained that this action was 
contrary to his previous assurances which l had accepted in all good laiih. Ills 
1 ‘Acelleimv maintained that these men were all doctors (which is true) and tluit 
they were required for work in Italian hospitals. He and Minister of labile 
Works went on 10 argue that lists of Tombnk* which had been cnmpiknl by junior 
officials were 1 m illv drawn up. I pressed strongly that 110 Tombuks should be 
released without prior ran*uUntim) with British unlit ary million I ics [ nmi' 
MiTiiHtev ft'wil this in principle, but remarked | group uiulwyplierjibte | thii 
i tic re were Special oases, t thought it desirable at tins to inemiou l mi 1 
sbmhl shortlv lie making a request for internment of all Tlalutufiof military age, 
w 3 t of all uncalled Easeio, on which miU&iy auttait «es were now preparing 
,, acbeme. This was military necessity. Prime Minister would not commit 
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fciirisell : on this, but said be would answer personally for any Italians lei t ui l»'■£*». 

!se promised to Lake any and every measure necessary lor securing liniiaU iii'iiicu 
forces, but said he would not enforce measures which were merely AyntaLmg. 

7’ Provaqti.ndi.—'i made a strong fiSnplaint dull Prime Minuter was not 
living up to his undertaking to give proper directives to press. I bad written to 
him only two nights ago and again last night on Pie subject, but M wa& stil! 
proving impossible to get any ant) Italian articles mto die newspapers, ' M|U 
Minister replied that he had given full power to Axmy to co-nperate with emtjMSV 
publicity section. I retorted that, Azmy'S efforts were being nullified by others. 
Prime Minister disclaimed responsibility for infiiicnring the press agaujst us. 
When I referred to recent excellent-articles in Waitlist ne«s]>apor»,J.'riinc Minister 
sought. to eii mic that tltoy did 110 1 represeitt U af d [>n 1 tv sirue t or 1 1 ugs, l 1 " ! 
him by all accounts Wafd wore now strongly on our side, am! T think that this 
shaft went borne. 1 empnisised once again that it was for his KxceUcmn and Ins 
IhivenmUMit. to give Kgyptiau poopli n strong lead. To delude them into Uiwla ng 
they could top out Of war Oiiee Italy was in (which his ExceUem-y had him&n 
iLdmitted to me in the past was most unlikely) was unfair both to them aiumo ils. 

In response to this, Ids Excellency made a cryptic ivirivuce "altered firedm- 

i? 

□ 11 VEI CfiS 

8 GerftWft I cmpluisised the davigerous Fifth 1 ohimtt ju'L-lv ii/e> 

which were not onlv a menatt to British but also to Egyptian seenniv (u, winch 
the Prime Minister concurred) ami l complained that large numbers ol Unmans 
were still at large. Prime Minister maintained that l rnler becretnry oi Mat-(? fl 
\rmUirv of Interior had full powers to deal with this and similar mailers ui 
concert with ns and disditirned all intention of hampering us. 

y Trading with Enemy .—I urged immediate nereseuy lor extend mg to 
llidy proclamation 6, whicli bad enforced iitit de si&ge Jtgamsi Germany, as 
Italian mmiev was stilt! in bn pouring out of the country and trade with Italy 
was still going on. Prime Minister promised to sign proclamation when Malian 

Minister Tmd left EgypL . . t „ 

|(1 p roclOi rrt fs t io a 8 { t j/p ttiutina 1 1 ill til r y * > n rit 0 r.s 1 t :n / h / ‘t?t • H ti t /.onr*. 

i pressed for immediate issue of these proclamation* in ordei- that general ollieer 
coiini mil ding-iu-chief might have legal rover for any measures wbirh !,e mighi 
have to take Prime Minister argued Hint general Officer eanmmmto could take 
such measure* th facto; issue of prnch.matioha was A step ^hlchmltl not leplly 
Ije taken until war had been declared, I replied lltal was rie 1 good enough: :i 
we cou Id not get what general officer com man ding wanted. I must warn Ins 
Excellency position would be serious. As it was. I had to exercise pressure ou 
British High Command to give me time to try to arrange the matter ainiyai.lv. 

II Kintufiari \ amf,— l spoke in strong terms ol repnrls which luul rcaehed 
me from many quarters of rot which was rapidly spreading lhrougl. Egyptian 
army as a result of equivocal aH itude Inwards Italy. Unto ihe armv. like public 

opiiiion, were given lead (which it had expected when Indy declared war 

01s Creat Britain) and instructed i- co-operate to the lull wuh Egypt ; s MB n 
would soon be completely useless as a lighting force Prime Minister and Ministoi 
of Public Works appeared Lo lake thin to heart. 

IT 1 reminded both Um Prime Minister and Minister of Public Works of 

their attitude Iasi summer when ihey bud run ... Uermauy I ben line iiad 

been that if and when Italy ensured inlo war, there could be no pt^mble c^iestiuti 
oF Egypt keeping uni. I found their present changeable altitude dilliculi n> 

undeiataiuk 

Pd, Mv general emu men t follows. 


[J 1568,G1 Nn. 30. 

Sir .1/. hutiipiM la Vt^OUHl llttlifil.i (Itrerirnt -Ittitr 15.) 

' 14 

MY tekigrain No. 519, , t , 

Before the Prime Min tor left 1 rend him soim* extracts from my telegram 
No f>15 Mving that l nnmt tell him frankly what ! had had to report In your 
Lordship about his attitude. His Excellency said that lhi> various dciimnds L was 

\mm\ 1L 










now making of him represented only I per deni, of what he had been asked to 
do under lT,c- treaty; the rest he had done .1 rid that, in t»mm to hu. 
h'xoefienov i would pass thitt on to your .Lordship -is his de l cnee. 

2 . Alihoui'li the Prime Miniate i remarked at one stage in the convmation 
ihiil he wfes pledged only to himself and his people, whereat 1 rein mood him 
that he was also pledged to the treaty, he repeated several times that he was acting 
not only up to the letter but also the spirit oi the treaty iE not indeed. beyone 
goth Delidte these general assurances, Wwcver, his attitude on almost all points 
on which l pressed him was cither evasive or non-co-oporattve, And it 16 clear 
that even when he gives [ }ii mdse it is of lei l not i m pieniented. 8 mm pj ls J* 
lend themselves to obstiUCtin| our denmiak; Others who are well disposed daie 
not, ta ke the rcsonsibility of giving gleet to our demands became tbej know that 

the Prime Minister does not want them to do so. . * 

3 Reason for the Prime Minister's attitude lies partly in 3ns owti uatuie, 
which makes it almost impossible for him to play straipht, but still more in the 
fear of provoking Germany and Maly at a tune when appiently the suites air 
ao heavily weighted against the Allies, hi is policy at l he moment is to win 
popularity by trying to keep a terrified people nut. of war. 

4 I'fully appreciate the aSguments m your telegram No, 443, and 1 ugiee 
that GgypUui uo;i. ^belligerency might pay us, provided the Egyptian government 
could be counted on to take all necessary measures for the security of our armed 
forces and take them at once. Fact is, however, that they are only taken with 
<n-eal 'reluctance and after recourse has been had to every device of evasion and 
uroerflitituition. Imminent Italian danger can imi serve to increase, on die one 
hand our insistent need for rapid action and, on the oilier, the reluctance ol the 
Prime Minister, so long as his policy remains what it is, to give oftect to our 
demands. It is a situation which cannot be allowed to. continue without 

5 Polition is not made easier by the absence ol King iarouk from Oaito, 
which in itself is an indication how he and bis Government regard the likelihood 
of Egyptian involvement with Italy- 


| J ifl&S/G] &L 

Sir j V. Sampson to Viscount Ildifoir.—ijO-reict'd J me 15.) 

(No. 525 Dipp.) inn* lb (941) 

(Telegraphic,) Cai Q ’ Ju 1 * m 

MY telegram No. 522. „ . , ,. . 

1 fear that there is nu reasonable doubt that we have ■'cachet conditions 

predicated in paragraph 2 of your telegram No, -101, namely, *’ things begin to 

go seriously wrung/' , „ t , . _ 

2 From all available evidence rhu situation is sliding rapidly and 1 have 

had almost despairing both from Mohammed Mahmoud urn 

Nahas Pasha that if Lius country is to be saved, it is essential Ah Maher jsnoimi 
tFQ a nd quickly. I regret same is my own in depend#! a rut reluctant conclusion, 
Th e , x > is now no shadow of doubt that Ali Maher is non-co-operative, unreliable 
and, indeed, doubly contemptible. Despite Ins repeated promises, he has 
completely failed to !<®d public Opinion in the right way. and I am tun ed to the 
conclusion that he never really meant to. Neither we nor Egypt can a fiord to keep 

h)m 3° llg In the eireumstaimes 1 and my advisers are satisfied that the best 
course would be to ask Naims Kasim, as the parent of the treaty mid man who 
still commands the bulk of public opinion, what he considers would be the most 
suitable Government to replace the existing one. In asking him opportunity 
would Sr taken to emprise lh e magnitude of the responsibility which any 
Government would be assuming and consequent advantage of a Gabinet 
representative of other elements besides Waft!. There is reason to believe tnai, 
snnm such elements would be willing to co-operate with Nalias \ nsha, and dine 
non Wafdiats whose co-operation would be valuable from the administrative 

point of view both bo us and to Nalias Pasha, 

4 Rut the important thing is that there should be n change of Govcrmnent 
yfltimtl delay, and I should be (not more ihnn) ready to accept a purely Wafdist 



Government if Nahas Pasha p^feired that. Nnhas I'asbp himself .with all his 
faults, would, in my opinion, work loyally with us-; lie is genuinely cornu ,]kim 
of the Italian peril, Mtes totalitarianism and. S believe, looks upon t .t'eai liritam 

** '^’’w/shiJl/iiave lobe firm with the King, but Cencvul Wayel!,w)i«> share* 
mv view that the immediate change of {inveroraent is now essential, w 
to back mo if necessary. Neither of us thinks, however, Lhat l be King won id 
hold out against us. In any case his persona! popnbmty has greasy declined 
and many of the people arc disgusted by hts irresponsible pranks, It would, or 
mrSfS essential to prevent Ali ig** man* Mm Ittm. where be would 

be al most mo re da nge reus tlmi i m his p W } t P OBl f 1011 ■ 

0 Accordingly, unless instructed to the contrary, l ptopoee^if 1 u i. get 
in touch with him'for he, too. is in Alexandria) to approach Nahns i aslm m 
suggested above during the afternoon of 17 th June \ou will realise Lli,i.t ouu 
tft?e/is done, there can lie no going back. I regret that T should have to adl to 
your worries with this problem and to face you with the nym tor smh quick 
'decisions, But better to act in time than be sorry alter is a doctiine lhai 
applies with extreme urgency here at present. 
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l0 find, if possible, a na.i-Val'disl l*rta» Mliiirffr wlfo would have full support 
of Kalin*, ratlier Limn to approach Naha* ilnwl. 

4 ' MS ScX'wMi only Palace 

wS» would ll Suable, and who* 

is ** u*m* 1 M 11,1,1 new 

Government would oummaitcl their loyally and that of majority of people, 


[J 4588/ G] No. 54 . 

Sir M. Lamps™ to Viscount Halifax—(Rt>&™ed June IT.) 

(No, 582. Dipp.) - • j # ic |[) 4 o 

(Telegraphic;.) (c<rar«, June id, utu. 

Naha* and Mohammed Mahmoud through 

K '' 'Nalfaij^woi^ 1 prefer pure Wafdist Cabinet, but would agree to an advisory 
1 Wat Council ” composed of other party leaders. As an aftorimtive lie would 
accept and support a Cabinet of non-party men under cither Alide, attah o 
Seifiillah Yusrv Both Nairn* and Mohammed refused to accept either 1 1 

or Hasson Sabri as Prime Minister, and Mohammed would not have Abdel I .Utah. 

Disadvantages of first alternative are (i) that it would abenatc 1 a lace and 
all other political form and entail out throwing over people like HusseinM£ry 
ail d Ahmed Maher who have shown themselves ready to work with us; (n) that 
there are few competent, administrators in Wafd; (hi) that it might prove 
ridicobus to induce party Spaders to serve on the suggested War t’ountil, whose 
utility, moreover, is by no means clear. 

Disadvantages of second alternative are that neither of the proposed L nme 
Ministers is a strong alignment and that Yusrv''s political experience had been 
limited lit diplomatic service abroad. Advantage lies in the nelimed readiness 
of Mohammed to accept such a Government which would I bus securei the supnorl 
of W a fd aaid I,iIxraI [>arties, Tbere i s iweii a dumce that ftaadists m \ ght I F also | 

" U|>P After much thoffiu I have decided to advise the King to consult Mohammed 
Mahmoud as official leader of the Parliament Opposition and Mahas as the leader 
uV the largest popular parte Bind act on their advice. This, if all goes well, should 
result in a neutral non party Cabinet under Yusry, who would certainly co-operate 

wholeheartedly with us. _ _, .. , . 

As the King has again left for Alexandria I cannot see 11 is Majesty to-night, 

hut J 1 1 ave aftked for midieiice at Alexandr ia to-morn>w morning. 


[J 1688/G] No. f>5. 

Sir M. Lwtip&wt to Viscount Ihdijuj- —{Jo-cthmi June 18.) 

(No. 531S, Dipp.) T _ 

(Telegraphic:) ®»7¥. June 17, I94U, 

MY telegram No. 5<J2 and your telegram No. 40b, 

I llew to Alexandria and saw King Furo# t lib after noun. 

2 . 1 read him the first two paragraphs and at his request gave him a written 
note of them Continuing, ! said that at this time of crisis neither we nor Mis 
Majesty could afford to have someone at the wheel whom neither WO nor the 
Egyptian people trusted. It followed that Ali Maher must go and must go 
quickly; nor could we agree that be slum hi return to the Palace, us experience 
had abundantly shown that that rendered the task of any Government impossible. 

:b King Farouk, who said be could not he expected to commit himself 
without time fur some [group imdeci pherable], asked if I would tell him what 
Government 1 would recommend instead. I replied that was dearly not fur me 
to say; but common sense and our wishes dictated that it should be under someone 
who would loyally fulfil both the letter and the spirit of the treaty, whilst it was 
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essential that be should have the backing of the people. We definitely did not 
make it a pre-condition of accepting the office that Egypt should declare war 
(this was made clear several limes during the talk), but as His Majesty bad sought 
jny view and though I could not suggest names, 1 could and would suggest what, 
hie proper course should be, namely, to send for leader' of the Opposition 
(Mohammed Mahmoud) and the leader of the party that, commanded the support 
of the people, namely, Nahas. 'This advice I repeated three times during the Lalk 
with growing emphasis, ... 

4 . King Farouk admitted that if (ite c hanged his Government it was right So 
consult leader of the Opposition: but lie jibbed badly at consulting Naims who 
had actually insulted His Majesty from very chair in which I sat. To this 1 
rejoined that no one, and certainly not we, was insisting that he should ask Naims 
to form a Government: we all realised the difficulty of .11 is Majesty's going as 
far as that. But what 1 suggested was far less: and was the least Ills Majesty 
could do in the interest of his country, no doubt even of his own throne. 

9 There was some blustering at one moment by 11 is Majesty, but i said 
lhat we were in deadly earnest ami meant, to see that there wUs a friendly Prime 
Minister and Government in office to stand by us loyally and co-operate in all we 
wanted, though not necessarily to declare war. 

!i. I hinted gently that General Wave 11 would be anxiously awaiting my 
return this evening to learn how fur His Majesty was prepared to act along the 
lines we wanted. 1 begged flis Majesty not to play with fire but to expedite 
decision and in particular to follow my advice and not to get misled by the 
dangerous a ml tortuous advice of Ali Maher. I repeatedly hoped i Imt he realised 
that we were in deadly earnest. Eie said that he knew full well, and cryptically 
that so was he. 

7 . At one rime he argued that as King of Egypt it was bis duty to keep out 
of war on the losing side; to which i it joined that with ns Egypt swam or sank, 
so better swim and make the best of it. We were going to win iti the end rind 
[ ? nrnitted : lie] should luive no mistaken ideas about that. (I had nol at the 
Lime of the talk heard the latest French news, which ii is now evident that 
King Farouk had -and T think that his attitude was considerably affected by it. 
though I did not know it.) 

8 . Finally, I urged If is Majesty to return to town where he was needed, and 
added that T hoped to hear from him early Unit he had decided to follow my 
advice. I indicated in the clearest terms (whilst carefully avoiding direct 
threats) that if would be well for him to adopt our aih ice; we must have a Govern 
merit working loyally with us. 

9 . The result is, therefore, for the moment indeterminate. Short of 
presenting him with an ultimatum I did not feel that 1 could press him harder 
than I had done. His attitude throughout was markedly friendly; but he 
committed himself to nothing 

10 . Eater I told Hassanein of what had passed and impressed on him 
urgent necessity of warning His Majesty Co choose the turning ] had suggested, 
Haasaneia urged that we should give Alt Maher another chance; I told him that 
was impossible; the man could not play straight. 


[J 1088/0] No- 5& 

Sir M. Limpsvn to Viscount Halifax,—(Received June 18.) 

(No. f>4l. Dipp,) 

(Telegraphic*) Caito, Juliet 18, 1940. 

flASSANElN called this afternoon Lo inform me that King Farouk had 
telegraphed lo The King and that, ponding His Majesty's reply, there would lie 
no new ministerial combination, in spite of press reports that Ali Mia her was 
about to reform his Gain not on a wider basis* with a view to forestalling us. 

ii, I gathered from Hassanein, though this was not pan of his message, that 
King Farouk's telegram complained of coercion, &e. 

;i„ Ihissnncin made a strong appeal that Ali Maher should lie allowed lo 
return Lo the Palme with a view to sparing King Faroukks amour propre 

4 , I made it clear to Il.aesanein that, though there was no desire whatsoever 
to victimise \li Maher, it was essential that he should not return to the Palace, 








m 

for no Government could function satisfactorily with Ali Maher as head of the 
King's Cabinet and in a position ‘continually tp obstruct the Government. 

i) i also made a clear to iMsanein that it was essential that King larouk 
should obnsiill Nahas Pasha as leading the majority party in the country and 
that any Government to be formed should have the support of the Wafd, ^luen 

tilouc made a wide appeal to the people, „ , 

fh li is most, important that The King's reply and my instructions should 
definitely insist on the removal of Ali Maher from the premiership and ms non¬ 
retun i to the Palace No suitable Government could be formed if he resumes Ins 

place at the Palace. . . . „ . 

7. T did [ust mention to Hassanejn til at it all parties agreed rtaiez Ann 
would be a suitable Prime Minister, ill whom everyone, including ourselves, would 
have confidence {this I said on the strength of a message this morning from 
N a h as Pasha) 

K I repeated to llassauein that there was no intention on our part to insist 
cjii a declaration of war by any Egyptian Government. 


[J 1588/G] S- 67, 

Svr M. Lmv*&t to Viscount Halifax.—{Received fam. 10.) 
f h"o 544 Di pp ) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Ju?ie 19, 1940* 

S[ TU ATION is dragging and it is most important that the Kings reply, 
pending the receipt of which the Palace are holding things up, should arrive at 
the earliest possible moment. Evidently Ali Maher is busily circulating reports 
that bo is being quite unfairly ousted from office: also that ho does not intend to 

go. Situation may get out of hand., , 

' 2 . 1 submit that the King's reply should firmly endorse the [action taken and 

advice given to .King Farouk on instructions [ = it \ ■ your telegram | No. 4(58, 
as well as insistence on Ali Maher's not returning to the Palace, l regard this 
as vitally important Our prestige and position here are at stake, 

:i Our last resort, if this does not bring compliance, would be a threat to 
introduce British martial law. Neither the Comni|nher-inch)ef, Middle East, 
nor l like this, though preparations have beSn made and sufficient troops ere 
available, ft might, mean lhai a large portion of troops available would he tied 
up on internal security duties too. and also the possibilities of administrative 
difficulties, But obviously our position would Iki far worse if Ali Maher were 
allowed lo stay at the Palace after the action we have already taken, 

4 , 1 kdieve myself that n mere threat would be sufficient. But dearly i 
cannot use that throat without your instructions, for which I should he grateful, 

5 . No one that counts here, save the Palace, wants Ali to stay; but. failing 

(he In low ledge that we ultimately have him out, no one, save possibly the Wafd, 
w fio conceivably might, if encouraged, promise a purely Wafd Government, is 
likely to do anything about it, . ... 

«. Prince Mohammed Ali this morning urged that your lordship would 
receive with great reserve any representations made through Egyptian Ambas¬ 
sador in London, who was, he Wid, thoroughly untrustworthy. 

7 . General Waved has seen and concurred this telegram. 


[J 1588/G] No. 58, 

Sir M. tMmpsou to Viscount Halifax— (Recmvad June 19.) 

(No. 555.) kho 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, June 19, 1940. 

AI.I MAH EH has spread report that your Lordship, in reply to N a shuts 
representations against our action in demanding the removal of Ali Maher, staled 
Lliai you would concert with your colleagues before replying. Object of the report 
is to convey the impression that we may recede from our position and that 

Ali Maher will remain in office. . 

2 prime Minister is organising mainreatations in his favour, $. 0 ., by 
i J powerful] Academical party and Feminist League. 
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;j_ In Chamber this evening Wafdisl Deputy asked whether it was true that 
instructions had been given to Egyptian officers on I mutters not to lire ii attacked 
by Italians. According to oral report just received, Prime Minister denied the 
issue of such instructions, hut said that. Egyptian troopjs had wen instructed not 
to attack and to retire a little if attacked. Prime Minister took the opportunity 
to add, as long as the present Government, which enjoyed the confidence of the 
Kitaj and Parliament, ten mined in power it would watch over the interests of 
Egypt and would execute the treaty sincerely. 

4 . It is clear that the Prime Minister is working up a move against us, and 
further delay in securing his removal will lead to a dangerous situation. 1 there¬ 
fore earnestly beg once more that the King's reply should be sent urgently to 
King Farouk, and make it quite clear Ali Maher must resign and not. return to 

Palace. 


[J 1588/G j No> 69. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir M. Lampson {Cairo). 

(Teietraphifc.) Foreign Office, June 19, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 530 [of 18th June]. 

Efmrtian Ambassador read to me to-day a long message from Ah Maher, o 
i\i? JEeral efi'cet that the Egyptian Government had taken all measures required 
under the treaty, but that neither the army nor public opinion was prepared ter 
an offensive war, and that if wo tried to force the pace, public opinion m Egypt 

might turn against us. .... 

2. Specific complaints regarding British action were: — 

(a) Interning Italian doctors, so that palieute were left untended. 

(& Search of Italian Legation. 

te) Demand for internment of 12,001/ Italians. ^ 

(fA Preventing communication with Egyptian Minister m Home. 

(e) Searching pockets and luggage of Italian Minister. 

(/} Internment of staff of Italian Consulates. 

(ii) Failure to declare Cairo an open town. 

As the ambassador made no allusion to your representations to King 
Faronk I thought it best to say that, while 1 did not want to make reenmiim- 
tions against Ali Maher Pasha, I must, m frankness, leave him m no doubt 

that m lad my full authority for any action you had taken. . 

4 Moderation and patience were great virtues, but l felt il-.u man 
resolution was required of the Rgyptian Uoyertmienl ut the present crisis, and 
f knew that many prominent Egyptians, including even members of the present 

Government, shared this view. . t 

r> I realised Ali Maher's difficulties, especially over the question of a 

declaration of war, and we had not pre&ed for this. But the Egyptian ton** 
were in my view, Sore likely to be demoralised by the present uncertainty ui 
Egypt Hum' by n bolder attitude. (End of conversation.) 

fi 1 am prepared to support any action you and military authoi ities down 
essential including detailed application of policy, agreed utmu. A* .egarda 
paragraph ‘2 above, you will, of course, have in mind advisability oi. minding 
unnecessary irritation over comparatively minor matters wlndi might give handle 
for agitation against our general poliey. 


r J 1587/G] No. 00. 

V. r! 11 tth f ike to Sir M. Ltwi fwott (( nil 0 ), 

(Telegraphhr)'' 1 ^ ... foreign Office, J*n* 2U, I9W. 

VQGB telegrams Nus. 544, 548 and 55u, 

Eimitian Amba&ttdor in Loudon yesterday lumdud to IIis Majesty I he King 
a message from King Faiouk. While hill u\ aafturaucn* ul Egypt s guppoit of 
thu democratic cause, thfc message complained of your intervention in mteiTial 







affairs by the demand for a change of Government, and said that yonniLribute I 
to Great" Britain an intention to take certain measures which would ceiUM'l) 
be liable to provoke ife| rot table comp beat ion a iu .Egypt, 

% The Egyptian Ambassador is being given to-day a reply trom 
Majesty The King for trails mis si on to King Eaieuk. of which Hie tgse^tiaL 
passage is as follows:— 

** ] must inform Your Majesty that my Ambassador was acting oil 
express instructions of mv Government in advising Your Majesty m all 
sincerity that in the present crisis the interests of Egyptian people would 
bust be served by the creation of a Government in Egypt as represents live us 
possible, and one determined to maintain a resolute*: attitude in the lave m 
Italian menace/' 

13 As regards future developments. I should much pro ter not to use the 
threat of British martini Saw now, since it seems to me that we must try to 
avoid a position in which the King and Prime Minister can pretend that they 
are defending the independence of Egypt against us. You should not use this 

threat without further reference to me, , 

4 , I fully realise that in present circumstances most, it not all, Egyptian 
stntdlmen are disinclined tb commit theii country fusilier than is necessary, but 
it is essential that Lhere should he some Government m Egypt al least no weaker 
in our support than that of All Maher, You must use every effort to ensure that 
our motives are not misunderstood and that there is no interregnum, 

a. As regards the possible return of All Maher to the Palace, it is tmpossibjs? 
for this matter to be dealt with by His Majesty I he King. Moreover, if King 
Faroiik makes this a condition of his summoning a new Government on the lines 
desired bv us. I should not be prepared to let it. stand in the way. 1 he essentia 
i>oint is to form a new Goveniiueijt and, it the situation is as you describe it, 1 
would allow All Maher to return §§ the Palace temporarily, hoping that the new 
Government, when formed, would, m combination with os, he able to secure ms 

removal late not un der-VEite the mischief Ali Maher* in contact with King Farouk, 
may still cause, but I regard this as a lesser- evil than a prolonged crisis with no 
Government, or an openly hostile one, and the possibility ol our having to declare 

mait.Ld bu%^ | ;s y firmness, Combined with tact, you will be able to 

secure a friendly Government. Apprehensions regarding the future of French 
jWes in Tunis and Syria may shortly lie allayed, and this should have a food 

effect in Egypt, 


[J 1507/01 


No. 61. 


I' iscv unt H a lifau to Sit ,1 /. iamp*Qn (Catro ), 


P) j r* % mi i 

AFTER handing to Egyptian Ainbasaddoi King s message and asking turn 
in transmit it at once, I told him that, although 1 recalled the iriendly personal 
relations which I had had with Ali Maher, I was certain from information 
received from sources be*tiles yourself that a mote robust and representative 

Government was urgently necessary. ...... . . , . 

2 The ambassador professed Ins Imcn desire to be helpful, but explained t-he 
parliamentary difficulties ill forming a new Government. I le said that, it Faniu- 
nient was dissolved, free elections would produce a 100 per cent. Wafdist 
Parliament which would engender great difficulties in a very short time, VV hal 
was needed was a United Front Government, which he thought it might not to be 

impossible to form. t . . , * 

f Loh.I him that you had given me to believe that this W&s ul&u in your mind, 

and said that 1 did not care what the Government was. provided it was robust, 

representative and quickly formed, . Y , . . 

He agreed to telegraph on these lines, and 1 told nun tlint i should 

report' to you the efforts iu our direction that he undertook to make. 



iue attaching to his other professions* ! was pretty 
> avoid a row, and will advise the King in this sense, 
re very shortly be in possession of King George's reply, 
cal, and of ambassador's advice, which I hope will 

ui you can achieve our principal purpose without a 
glad, even at the cost of short delay, 
tr difficulties and assure you ot my lull support 


[J 1597 /On No. 62. 

Sir M, Lampoon to Viscount Halifur — (Received June 21.) 

(No, 573. Drop.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, June 21. 1H0. 

YOUR telegram No. 483 and your telegram No. 4H5. 

Present position is lhal Ali Maihei 1 has not gone and shows no iHention or 
going. The King has not taken our advice and has so lay shown no indmation 
to do so. Ahmed Maher (who thoroughly disapproves t>i his brothers policy) tells 
me that Es-ing Faiouk threatens to abdicate rather than remove All Maher. 
Whether The Kingjs message to King Farouk will produce a change of heart 
remains to be seen. It is, in my opinion, doubtful, 

± Not only Ah’Maher bin the whole of Egypt knows that we have demanded 
Ali Mahers dismissal. In the circumstances it is quite impossible for us to 
continue to work with him. whether as Prime Minister or in the Palace. For 
all practical purposes we are now without a Government with which we can 
v -I-.-n ii iate. Every hour’s delay in replacing Ali Maher as Prime Minister 
weakens our position and prejudices' the safety of our forces; and the number 
of those who still retain faith in us is rapidly decreasing. Prince Mohamed Alt, 
for instance,, is already talking of leaving Egypt, 

3 . I fear that we have already passed the stage at which mere Iirnmess ot 
language, regardless of how much " tad is brought to hear, will produce a 
friendly Government, or even perhaps any change of Government ni all. we 
all appreciate the reluctance to invoke martial law, but we know of improper 
means of effective pressure. 

4 My immediately following telegram contains programme ol action in 
successive stages which we are all agreed represents the only way of dealing with 
ihe situation, ! request immediate authority to put il into effect; otherwise 
there will shortly he no alternative to declaring British martial law and taking 
over the country, 


[J 1597/G1 


Sir .1/, LampsOit to Viscount Juun 21.) 


(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 483 

In the light, of your kite 
involving possibly three stages 

2. First Sttignr —To usee 
The King’s | group undecyyhei 
will dismiss Ali Maher and ac 
Lieaty and wit h adequate suppi 
necessity for the use of force. 

3. Second Stage ,—If he i 
Pasha and ask him if he is pi 
pu rely Wa fd i st or u L-h er w i so. 








M 


4, Third Stage — If Naims IVasha will not accept to form ^ Government 
at all or will not Form a Government if the threat of martial law is 
and martial law lias to be declared h then we should have to administer the country 
under martial law with the assistance of any friendly elements who were willing 
to collaborate with us after we had token such action. 

5 Before I send for Nnhas Pasllfr, as suggested ill paragraph 3, I would 
reomve to he authorised by His Majesty's Government to threaten, and l 
necessary declare, martial law, Naha's PasmVs attitude may be largely influenced 
by what "happens in French Empire and I should like earliest- possible informal ion 

f> ^ Seen^and concurred in by Commander-in-chiel, Middle East, and air 
officer commanding. 


[J 1597/G] Ip W- 

Viscount lialifm to Sir M. Um'/Wn {Cairo), 

OfiU. Jime 22, 1940, 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 5?3, 574 and o74a. . 

L am as vet unaware of result of your latest conversation with King 1 aitnu. 
but, if ir ha/been imsatfcfaetorv. 1 approve of the other two stages proposed by 
von including the threat ami. if necessary, imposition of martial lav. 

2 It is important that the King and others should understand that we 
consider that the continuation of relations between Alt Maher, and Italians, 
coupled with continued presence of Italian Legation m ( ainj. is & breach ot 
article 5 of the Treaty of Alliance. While we intend to maintain principles of 
treaty, this breach by Egyptian Government is full justification for our action. 

11 misfit be worth putting this linally to the King before you approach hi alias. 

£ Should the King talk of abdication, you have authority to accept it. it 
w ill then he necessary to sec that he does not remain at large in Egypt nor go mil 
of British control go'as to become a Pretender to the Throne m Italian hands. 

4 Exact moment when Italian Minister and Legation arc ejected is for 
you to decide, bin. if Naims forms a Government, it should be his First act. 

b In any proclamation regarding martial law, should this become necessary, 
you should cltoSy bring out that the Egyptian Government have broken mrftfe 5 
bf the Treaty of Alliance, that we have not. asked Egypt to fight fcur battles for 
us but, as loyal Allies, to be prepared, if necessary, to fight for her own inde- 
n an del ice. which is not threatened by us but by Italy, that martial law would he 
a tempura rv measure necessitated by actual at t ack by Italians and I he general 
Eieeurity of' Egypt, and that it would interfere with ordinary tile as little as 

possible. 


[J 1604/208.161 No. 65 

Sir M. iMsu/mn to Viscount Halifax,— {Rtitteiped June 2tL) 

fTdesraphic l R, Cairo, June 2$, 1040. 

’ { fTAUAN Minister and staffs (numbering 102). pins 113 other Italians, left 

Egypt this morning. 


[J 1607/92/161 No. 66. 

Sir M. Lampsmt to V mount Halifax,—{Received June 2d.) 

(No. 590. Bipp.) _ . , irim 

(Telegraphic ) c 1,1,0 • Jlme 2ii 1040 

MY telegram No. 586. 

1 hope things haw taken slkht change for the bettor, 

2 Xfter great difficulty 1 was received by king Wirouk nt I 30 ym. 
General Wavelf accompanied mo. but to meet King Fmouk's wishes it was 
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arranged that I should be alone for the first part, of the conversation. When J 
was ushered! in King Earouk endeavoured to keep bis private secretary in the 
room, and, as be insisted. I left the room, saying that 1 would either be received 
by King Farauk alone, or with General WaveII it' anyone else was present., 

1 was received alone. General Wav ell joined us later. This little brush was 
particularly to the good, 

8. I reminded His Majesty of my visit to him at Alexandria and of the 
points 1 had put to him, and of HassaneiiTs visit to me on 22nd June, .1 came 
again upon your Lordship s urgent instructions to ascertain the position now 
that HLis Majesty had received the King's reply and KaSh&t’s report on his talk 
with your Lordship, 

4. King Eaiouk, reading from a paper, said he had had a meeting os' elder 
statesmen last night (see my telegram No. 586), and be handled me a copy of the 
resolution they had adopted. He continued (these are his words): Ko it- is now 
dear that we were following a faultless policy of friendship and sincerity 
towards England'’ (If! 1 toped | to say I did not. admit that), M now we shall 
try. another policy and form a new Cabinet which will be given full chance, 
i hope it will succeed in its mission for the good of the two countries. The 
composition of this new Cabinet depends entirely on what England thinks is 
good for both countries." At my request he repeated the last sentence (which 
was spontaneous undl not from his written text) twice over and dictated it to me, 

5. I said that 1 was relieved to hear above declaration. But it did not go 
far enough. I then read to him. as our desiderata: A robust and repre¬ 
sentative Government ” (your language to Nashat)," ■■i strong Governincni ready 
to carry out treaty and with the approval of support in the country—that is a 
Government which Nikas Pasha approves. Kahas Pasha must be summoned and 
his advice followed regn rd mg immediate format ion of n Govern in cut. I’he new 
Government must be one that will take the necessary measures for successful 
prosecution of the war by the British armed forces, including the suppression of 
anti-British propaganda and internment, where necessary, or enemy subjects/' 

0 r f must press Hie Majesty to send for Nalias Pasha at once and ad on 
bis advice. King Farank demurred to this, m I was constrained to declare that 
1 must have an answer yes or no. Finally, in order lo he fair to him and allow 
Kim to take advice. I agreed to await that reply by sunset to night, which he 
undertook to give me by then, J emphasised the importance of it being yes. 
I think that he underslApd the implication. 

7. As showing the extraordinary mixture of King Farouk’s nature 1 may 
re cord Ilia), the talk ended on the most friendly and familiar note: a playful 
reference to bis obesity owing to much consumption of water during the hot. 
weather t and a resultant promise by me to send some home-made ginger beer on 
condition that he returned the bottles, 

fi. General Waved joined us; King at once became pompous and offensive, 
making some slighting and uncalled for remarks about the British army, 
General Waved put him speedily in his place. 

9, KingFa-ra.uk f? omitted; isj without doubt extremely defeatist. He 
took the line [group tindery phe Table} at one moment of [group uudeevph|rel>Le] 
action of the Fjench Government in surrendering; also of K ing Leopold. I made 
ihe obvious rejoinder, and contrasted King Leopold with King Albert. 

L0. We may possibly turn the present corner without a change of Monarch 
here; but 1 gravely doubt if it will Iasi long. We shall have to watch him all 
the time. 

11 Mean 1 i me. nil the necessary d is]*osi lions have been i aken i n ca$e 
martial law should have to be in traduced. 


| J 1607/92/16] Ko, 67. 

Sir .V/. Sampson to Viscount Mali fax. —(/? feeired June 24.) 

(No. 562. Dipp*) 

(Telegraphicj Cairo, Jittie 28, 194(1, 

MY telegram No. &B0, 

Hassanetu called this evening with King Famuli's answer, which was to the 
effect that His Majesty agreed to the departure from premiership and that he 
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should not- return to the Palace HU Majesty also agreed lo summon Nalias who, 
at meeting yesterday evening of elder statesmen uriBer King Farouk s auspices, 
had expressed the opinion that a neutral Governtfieiit should Iws formed enjoying 
the support of different parties (as a matter of fact N^has added that such a 
Government, should only continue until such time as free elections could be held). 
The King therefore proposed to summon IS abas and the heads oi Lite other 
polit teal partied with u view to gett ing them to agree on a neutral Prime Minister. 

2 . I proposed that, though sucli unanimity was preferable, essential require¬ 
ment was that the new Prime Minister should enjoy the support of Nah&s. whose 
parly commanded the largest following in the country. 

3. HA&&anein then read out a telegram from Nesliat reporting n convOrsa- 
lion with your Lordship, in which you are quoted as saying that you hoped that 
the change of Government could he effected without fracas and without 
Parliament having to be dissolved. Nash at replied that latter would he difficult 
in present circumstances. Your Lordship is quoted as adding that the new 
( tore rumen t should have as wide support as possible amongst political parties. 

4. King Farouk therefore, Hassaneiu continued, was consulting Nahas and 
other party leaders with a view to securing support for the new Prime Minister 
to ensure Parliament's acquiescence. 

S>. 1 insisted on the need of speed, and) urged that consultation should take 

place to-morrow morning. Mass Fine in said he hoped that would he possible. 

6, I said that it was essential and that the new Prime Minister should he 
a man who would work loyally with us.. ITassanein replied thal that was 
understood, 1 added that any Ope like Sklki must of course lie ruled out T said 
that I did not wish to make suggestions as to who should bp. Prime Minister, but 
what was wanted whs., someone of the calibre of Mafia A lift or Kaftan ftabri. 

7. ft. seems unlikely that unanimity of Naims and other party lenders will 
be secured on candidate for premiership, nnd the King may well make that as 
pretext for further tenure. Your Lordship's reported! suggestion about avoiding 
dissolution of Parliament, mav involve difficulties, as present Chamber is over¬ 
whelmingly anti-Wald, but difficulty may lie turned by prorogation of Parliament 
for summer recess, 

B. f propose to await the result of consul bitiffl provided that it is not long 
delayed. If Nahas and other party leaders come to an agreement, well and good. 
If not. I shall insist that the opinion of Nnbas, who commands the largest 
following, shall be accepted. 


U 1607/92/16] 


No. 68. 


Sir j/ . Lam-pson tv VUt-aunt Haltftir.—(Reoeimd June 25 .) 

(No, 599.) 

(Telegraphit.) Cnlro, Jum 24. 1940, 

ALL MAHER’S resignation was announced to-day, 

2. Hariggnem called this evening and informed me that a meeting had been 
held this morning of party leaders, including Nahae Pasha, at the Palace under 
the auspices of King Farouk. 

3. Naiads Pasha had said that be was ready to accept an independent 
Government, provided the present Chamber was dissolved and elections were held 
as soon as circumstances permit, but lhat if that Government could holt] elections 
sooner he was agreeable. AH other party leaders had maintained that a neutral 
Government would not. bo sufficiently strong, and that coalition Government of 
all parties was necessary. They offered him the premiership of such a Govern¬ 
ment, but refused to admit the absolution of Par liament. f niey offered to vacate 
unspecified number of seats in the Chamber in favour of the Wafdiets, Nahas 
Pasha refused these- proposals, 

4. Kahns Pasha also indicated that when he ultimately assumed power 
himself he would have Lo overhaul the, instruments of Government by which 
Jfnssunein understood Ihul a number of officials would he dismissed. Hassnnein 
urged that 1 should try to influence Nahas Pasha in the direction of compromise. 


G. Hassanei 11 *s accoui 1 1 of the ineetiug does not altogether ng vm with thai 
given by Amin Osman as be got. it from Nairas Pasha. 

6, I propose to send for Nahas Pasha and discover exactly what he wauls. 
I shall endeavour Lo influence him in the sense of moderation. 

7. I told llassnnein that my desiderata remained a Government that, enjoyed 
the support of the Wafd and would work loyally wilh us in the letter and spirit 
of the treaty. 


[J 1607/92/16] No. 69. 

Sir >]f. Fjfim-p^on to Viscount Hnlifatv,—{RewUtid J nut' 26.) 

(No, 613.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cm% fane 26, KMO. 

MY telegram No. 599. 

One of the difficulties is the physical one. namely, 1 hat the principals in this 
affair all go to ground, Kalins Pasha Lo the country, King Farouk to Alexandria, 

2. To avoid, as lie says. 1 ? compromising] both himself ant] the embassy. 
Nahas Pasha 1ms preferred not to visit the embassy. Negotiations therefore had 
to be carried on through an intermediary, and the upshot is Lhat Xu lias Pasha 
agrees to the independent Cabinet, provided that the Prime Minister gives him 
an undertaking in a private letter that he will ask for (he dissolution of Parlia¬ 
ment at the end of the parliamentary recess next November, after which election 
should take place as soon as circumstances permit." 

3. Moham mod \[atimoud who was 1 1 g roiip omiti ed ] personally resp< m si 1 >le 
by Nahas Pasha’s emissary, said that he would [group undecipherable] at chis 
proposal to dissolve Parliament next November on the supposition thai he was not 
supposed to know anything about it. The emissary added that Nahas Pasha and 
Mahmoud have, moreover, agreed on the choice of Seifullah Yuan as bead of the 
neutral Cabi net. ami that Nonas Pasha lias promised to consult with me regarding 
the members of the Cabinet. Nahas Pasha. however. will insist on [group 
undecipherable | arrange with the new Prime Minister to [group undecipher¬ 
able] Parliament immediately for the summer recess. 

4. Seifullah Yusri is nol a heavy-weight, for the post of Prime Minister, 
but he is an honest man and a gentleman, a Turk of the old school; his wife is a 
Royal princess. He lias been minister in Berlin and Washington, and is 
very pro-British, lie is a friend of Mohammed Mahmoud, which should 
increase the possibilities of agreement between Xu has Pasha and Mohammed 
Mahmoud. Combination of | Fpolicy] and liberal logic should be a very strong 
one, and nobody could accuse iC of not being representative either of the pn^enl 
regime or of the country, 

5. 1 propose to see the King as soon as possible and fell him unequivocally 
lhat he inusL send for Nnhaa Pasha and accept his^advice (see my telegram 
No. 592). 1 shall emphasise that according lo the official cor/t/dr iwtdu of tho 
meeting elder statCHiiLcu (see my telegram No. 562) Naims I 'ushu's opinion is that 
an independent Government should he formed. 1 shall add lhat if this indepen¬ 
dent Government proves Impracticable, the alternative is a {l over union l of the 
Wafd alone, I shall point out that in either case I lie Government will enjoy the 
support, of the president of Egyptian delegation which negotiated the treaty, 
and that recent events have shown that proper execution of the treaty in its letter 
and spirit requires that the Government should be supported In biggest party 
in the country, namely, the Wafd, 

ffi If Ills Majesty proves recalcitrant, recourse will have to hr had to 
force and a temporary application of martial law (see my telegram No. 574. 
paragraph 4). 

7 , Since the above was drafted Hassiinein has called upon instructions of 
King Farouk (still in Alexandria), and I have spoken as above, I emphasised 
the situation could not he allowed to drag on further, and that we expected to 
hear liy jo-morrow evening that King Farouk bad taken action as requested I 
did not use ihreais. but pointed out dangers inherent in Ihe situation if His 
Majesty did not acquiesce. 


("22P92 ] 
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[J 1607/92/16} No. 70. 

Sir XL Lampson to Viscount- Halifax.—(Received June. 27,) 

(No. 615.) 

(Tejegraphiu.) Cmro, Jnm 26, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 613. 

Acting head of the King's Cabinet called on N&bas Pasha in the country in 
the late afternoon to-day and asked him what Cabinet he recommended. 

2. Nalias Pasha replied that he recommended a neutral Cabinet. When 
asked for Ids reasons, he said that neutral Cabinet would arouse less animosity. 
Moreover, neutral Cabinet need not change any of the officials, while, if lie himself 
were to form the Government, he could not refuse to give sal isfaction to his many 
adherents who had been evicted from office, and thus changes of officials would 
become inevitable (this is an important statement of Nah&a Pasha in view of 
linssuiieiit’s statement reported in paragraph 4 of in y telegram No. 599). Naims 
Pasha then went on to sav that he hoped this neutral Government would have the 
support of Fill parties, whose leaders could lie consulted by the Cabinet* perhaps 
in the form of a council. 

3. Naims Pasha said that, if the King insisted, he would take office himself, 
fail he did not wish to do so owing to the objections indicated above. 

4. In reply to the enquiry as to 1 lie Prime Minister he recommended, Naims 
Pasha suggested. Seifiillah Yusri. Acting head of the Cabinet expressed surprise, 
since, he said, Seifullah Yusri was candidate of the Liberals, 

5. As regards Parliament. Nahas Pasha said that it must go into recess at 
once, but he might have to ask for its dissolution if a special session were called 
I group undecipherable] couple of months before the legal meeting of Parliament 
in November in order to fulfil some constitutional requirement not explained, but 
he was prepared to try to get round this requirement find allow Parliament to 
continue until the eve of the November session. 

6. 11 would seem that my message to King Farnuk through Haasanein this 
morning has had some effect, but we must wait further developments, 


1J 1607/92/16) No. 71. 

Sir XL Loot p$on to Viscount Hal if tutu — (fiecmrcd June 28.) 

(No. 623.) 

(Tele g raph fed Cairo, June 27, 1940. 

HASSANEIN called this evening and said that the King had summoned 
Hassan Sabri and requested him to form a Cabinet. 

2, i said that IIassail Sabri was a good man and 1 liked him, but my 
essential requirement was tliai new Prime M mister should have support of Wafd 
If H assan Sabri were supported by Nahas Pasha, well and good. If not, this 
requirement was not fulfilled. 

3 Ihissancin said thal Nassau Sabri would endeavour to secure Naims 

Pasha s support, lie also argued that Nuhas Pasha had all the other parties, 
including llic Liberals, against him. that he was demanding the dissolution of 
Pallia me ut, elections, I said that I did not admit the accuracy of this state¬ 

ment, hut diil not wish to enter into such details of internal polities, It was for 
the new Prime Minister to deal with such matters. 

4 1 asked him to arrange an audience with King Farouk to-morrow 
afiemoou, when l should have to ask for a definite reply as to whether or not His 
Majesty had agreed to accept Nahas Pasha’s advice, I warned 1 tassimeii] that 
things had come to a serious pass. I suggested that proper thing was for King 
Farouk to summon Nahss Pasha to-morrow morning and lake his advice, 

5. Menu Lima. I shall endeavour to get in touch with Nairn Pasha to-night 
and ascertain if there is niiy likelihood of his agreeing to Uassan Sabri, 

6. There is no douhl that this is an astule move to force our hand and 
jettison Wafd (and maybe Liberals), as the pair know llassari Sabri is on good 
terms with us. But having comm it lad ourselves, as 1 hold rightfully, to Wafd, 
we must hold linn. Should Egyptian Ambassador tackle y *air Lordship, as U 
possible, I trust that you will feel disposed to make that clear to him. 
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[J 4007/92/16] No. 72. 

Vmount Jlalifor to Sir XL Lampoon (Cm.ro), 

(No. 530.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, June 28, 1940. 

YOUR telegram No. 623 [of 27th June |. _ , 

The Egyptian Ambassador showed me to-day ?i telegram Iron) the- Kings 
secretariat describing the position very much on the lines oi wMl Haseanein said 

to you. , , 

2. I told him that we did npt mind what Government was jornteo so long 
as it. was strong and representative aiid willing to cam out 1 he-treaty in the letter 
rind spirit. But ! was satisfied that lio Government which did not have the 
support of the Wafd would fulfil these conditions. 

3 . The ambassador said llml ho thought the demand lor the present 
Parliament, to be suspended at once was unreasonable. We should Ik throwing 
over the Liberals fid t-he Saadis!* as well as the Independents. Find lament would 
go id to recess at the end of this month and need not meet until November, hut 
the other parties could hot he expected to sign their death warrants now. Alter 
all, the present Parliament h»ul not pursued an anti British policy, and he tell 
that Nahrts. having assured himself of our support, was inclined to be 

intransigent. . . 

4. For your own informal ion, it is my opinion that having got rid ot All 

Maher you should now exert all the pressure you can on Nabas Fa sh a to agree to 
support a neutral Gabinel with Hawaii Sabri or someone like lirni as Timu 
Minister, I should much prefer that to a purely Wafdist (lovenmieiil, though 

that might well come later. . s 

5 [ hope also that von will succeed m persuading Nfthas to make no 

condition about suspending Park.-lit mmsmucly fa* E understand, it will 

anyhow he adjourning shortly r and to he satisfied with private asfiuralines a win 
elections in late autumn. If these are not when the ivme comes canted out. be'can 
always withdraw his support. 


IJ 1607 /92/161 No. 73. 

Sir XL Lamps*i, to Viscount {Reeder J J 29.) 

(No. 028.) , .. ±lx 

(Telegraphic.) ( (Hi0 • ,utir 1 4 ■ 

MY telegram No. 023. , , . , , , , 

Latest development is indication ihat S'alius Pasha, having i agiecd Oj 
Hussaii Sabri s appointment (which ho quite wrongly thought wo ban! agiceu u), 
will not now rommit hini&lf to forming n Government it we have to use loue o 
back him, Naims Pasha, Nor will he agree himself to come atul see me In dismss 
the matter personally, or even to receive rt member of my Mail. Kimssary, to use 
his own words, described Wafd ns ' having no guts. ' and ndvised against 
trusting any assn ranee that Nahas Pasha might now give unless to me personally. 

2 . I have sent Nahas Pasha note that unless I hear I mm him before 1 see 
Evirtg Farouk I shall have to act us ■ deem best in the eitvi un-stances, _ 

3 I [ 1£lve since fully consulted with Service Go riimnn tiers, and m the light 
of uncertainty of life situation in regard to the L 4 rone 11 iorces, and especially t he 
fleet we all Knee that failing sal isf actors 1 assurance from Nahas Pasha that he 
will not leave us in the lurch, l shall tell King Farouk this evening that we agree 
to Hassan Sabri, on the understanding 1 -hat his Government will fulfil all our 
requiroclBnts for the prosecution oi (be war- will not lulluw cr tolerate a policy 
contrarv to the spirit of the I reaty, rjj„ article 5. and will lie able lo rally adequate 
popular support to carry but his policy, and that the Palace will back the Govern¬ 
ment in ibis plicy T failing which we shall he compelled to take the matter into 

our own h alias. 
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4. Objects of inserting points about popular support are— 

(1) To ensure that HaSsan Sabri endeavours to get Wafd in behind him. 

(2) To enable us to toll the Wafd that, despite their failure to come up to 

scratch now, we have uui i brown them over in accepting Hassan Sabn. 

f) In taking above decision 1 have also been mindful of the desire expressed 
in your Lordship's telegram No. 485 to avoid n blow up. f have fell th&l youi 
Lordship would wish to avoid this in the present circumstances. Bui the crisis 
may only have been postponed. 


[J 4607/92/161 N& 74. 

$ i t M. Jj&nvp&o a to V i scon at iUifij'tin- . —(R f red J uti (■ 29 -) 

(No 629.) 

fSl&ftphic.) ]m 

WS telegram No. tm .■ 

I saw King Fatouk at 6 r.u. Ibis evening and acted as proposed. 1 was 
rcadv to agree to Hasson Snhri on the understandings therein set forth 

(1) His Majesty agreed at once that new Government should take all military 

measures we wanted; he hoped we would let them know what those 
measures were and help them to execute them. 1 promised that we 
would 

(2) He agreed that they must, and would, abide strictly by the letter and 

spirit of treaty, pjl. article 5. 

(3) He agreed that they should endeavour to rally adequate popular support 

in the country to buck their policy. 

(4) He promised that the Palace would loyally support the Government, 

I intimated tactfully, but clearly, that the consequences would be 
serious if this new experiment was not successful. His Majesty 
evidently knew, and hr was full of professions of good intentions. Tie 
specifically asked me to assure your Lordship that lie was pro-Bniish 
and would act proi&rifAsh; allegations to 1 lie contrary were false. 

2. His M a j e st y d eel n re £ 3 that be f o re ca lling in tl ie new (1 mo m men t be ha 1 1 
done his hesi to act in consultation with the Wal'd, but when sounded Nah&s 
Pashas programme had not hecu practical politics: it was full of what His 
Majesty termed " Bolshevik ** schemes. Furthermore. Naims had admitted llmt 
he was unable to carry out his own (Wafd) programme or take the responsibility 
of government himself, lie had asked that the King should take that responsi¬ 
bility, which, said His Majesty, it was clearly not for the King to carry out. 
As to a neutral Government, Nah.as had admitted that none could be found that 
would carry support of all parties, hatred with thin negative attitude. Ills 
Mai (Sty had chosen the one man in whom he believed we had the most confidence, 
rmd hail charged him to fill his Cabinet with iwi British Ministers, The Cabinet 
was, 11 is Majesty feared, not over strong, but it was undeniably pro-British. 
Finally, he hoped he could rely upon us to help them in tfeir task. I replied in 
(he affirmative, and declared that it would not be our fault if they failed 

3 King was in chastened mfind : and Hassatiein assures me that tic knows 
he has had a narrow squeak and will have henceforth to behave himself, 


[J 1607/92/161 No, 75, 

Si r J / Lam /m n t o V iaco uni Unit/inti {Rf re i wd J if nr 29.) 

(No. m.) 

(Telegraphki.) li. Capo, June 28, 1940. 

SlY telegram No, 629. 

New Prime Minister called this evening and requested rne to convey to your 
Lordship fullest assurances of loyalty and complete co-operation, 
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[J 4607/92/18] No, 76. 

Sir M. LtimpxOft to Viscount, litdijiut!.—{Received June 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) <»*>, ^ 1S)4a 

YOLR telegram No. 530 has crossed my reports ending with n@' telegram 
No. 880* I hope your Lordship evil! fed they do not conflict with it. _ 

2, This morning i introduced service chiefs to the new 3Time lhiHst*;r,.ntnl 

got him to repeal the some assurance as obtained from King FabOttk yesterday 
pav telegram No. 829.) We ou our side promised in do all we properly could to 
help him so long as he played straight by us. . , . 

3, I nitn aware that this Government is not ideal, in that it 1ms not got 
Wafd support on which wo were insisting. But then things seldom work out 
exactly as one would wish, and 3 felt I had to Miape my action yesterday lo 
quickly changing situation (sec mv telegram No. 638), The Wafd, having at the 
eleventh hour refused to commit themselves or even help by indirect advice, and 

t ^roup omitted jed! as we arc with deletion of French in Middle Fast, i did 
nol/feel justified in going ou. more especially as this is [group undecipherable). 
Hnw&an Kafir i is a man of courage and proved strong pro-British sentiment; io 
have acted otherwise seemed lo me on balance silly- 

4 , ] do not pretend this compromise is perfect.; and we should have no 

illusions about its permanency. But at the worst it will have given us ft 
Instiling space and at the best it may (though 1 doubt it) prove a success. If is 
is not, we can still come in and take charge. . , , 

fj Meanwhile, 1 have impressed on Nassau Snhri the need fnr serious cllort 
lo gain support of the Wafd, and he promises to dp so, 1 on my side, will work 

uuicllv in the sumo direction. t , , 1 , , , _ , , ,. 

8' \s to the Palace, King Farauk has had n wholesome jolt, ami is well 
aware of the narrowness of his escape, Tl is too much to hope that with Ids 
nature he will not recover'bis buoyancy and uppishness; but it is just possible 
that, knowing what is hanging over him. he may now prove more malleable. 
1 shall make every effort to keep him straight, lie remains, outwardly, in an 
extremely friendly mood towards me personally. 


[J 1807/92/16] No- 77, 

Viwount Halifax fa Sir }L L<mpmt (f'uira), 

(No 550 ) 

(Telegraphic:.) Foreign Office, July 3. 1940. 

YOLK telegram No, 834 [of 29th June], 

New Government does not fill me with ehthusLuim. and I suspect that King 
ITrouk anticipates that Egyptians iti general, ami Wafd in particular, will 
bkme these pro-British Ministers for any (roubles that may come upon Egypt m 

the future. . 

2. Yon were, however, l ight in avoiding a prolongation ot the crisis. 

Please thank Prime Minister for his message, which ! fully reciprocate. 


[J 1647/92/101 Ko - 7S; 

Sir M, Lam-pmt to Viscount iittiifax.—{Received July 1.) 

(No. 655,) .. , , , m . n 

(Telegraphic.) , t . C«W, July J. laid- 

Fot LOWING is brief report of lhe interview which General Wilson and 
I hud with the? new Prime Minister ou 2nd July Full record hy bag. 

2. I tuerview, which wuh eminently Satisfactory throughout, was m marked 
com last with the recent conversations with the lute Prime Minister. 

J. A utRBriUsh uotmtkx, 

Prime Minister Look note of mv com plain L thal All Maher and A«eam 
Kikri (Uader-Seeretarv at the Ministry of Commerce) were working violently 
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against us and determined to propitiate Italians. He ««<• he had ndvw^ All 
Maher to retire to his country estate near Alexandria, v,hither I believe he lias 
in fact gone. Prime Minister also undertook to curb anti-British and anti- 
European activities in El Azha-r. 

4, British Command of Western Desert. 

Genera] Wilson explained why this was necessary, and the Prime Minister 
promised to stndv the questidm His fits! reason was ayourahe General 
Wilson also suggested that,, ft* things were, U might he-advisable to withd <n 
the Egyptian armv from the Western Desert- in that event I pointed out that 
the British $rmy wunld have to take over a large part of their equipment, 
reimbursing Egypikin Government for what they had paid for. !nine Minister 
did not demur to this suggestion, which pimn facie he seemed to welcome. 

5, Interment of Gerirtmis and Itali&m. 

Prime Minister agreed to instruct officiate' concerned to press on with this, 

0. Generalities, 

Prime Minister proposed to rcupfmim Slmlcrv Pasha Chief of the Geneni 
gtaff in order to stop- rivalry between Zeidt and Abdu Wall ah; General W il&ou 
agreed Prime Minister also said Am-el-Masn would lie retired, and agreed 
iig should not be allowed to leave Eg#t for Turkey at present, 

7, Territorials. . 

Prime Minister promised to take steps to ensure retirement of Aum W 
the post of ! cSpeetoi -G line nil, ami agreed It, General WiUon a t,ial 

Attia Pushii should be appointed in Ins place. 1 hia might take a mile time. 

0. British and Arab units in the Western Desert. 

Prime Minister seemed Favourably disposed to the formation oi such units, 

9 Prime Minister also agreed that some of his col leagues and, u possible, 
he himself should broadcast to Egypt publicly explaining Egypt * true interests 
in the present struggle and the need for loyalty to Great Britain, ^ 

10 . hi other matters of less importance (<'.</., control of Ihrnsm s activities 
sis sequestra tor of Italian property and British assistance in Air Raid Precaution 
work) he was no less forthcoming. 


[J 1647/92/163 No. 7 ' 1 

S ir M. L am p so a to Y iseo m t Hal If a .r ,—(Re cei aed J n ly 4.) 

(Telegraphic) Cmw, Into 3, 1M0. 

6 MY first business meeting with Ihc new 1’iime Minister, to which i took 
General Wilson yesterday, could not have been non» sniiHljuiiory. we went 
through n number of ileitis mainly military, and on all ol them 1 rune Mimsle 

promised to give us satisfaction. . . , 

It rUfiins to be seen whether he can do so, lint tlicre eon at least he no 

doubt as to his goodwill and iiiLciitions . . tl 

■> This morning I have seen Inm once more to warn mm against the 
continued machinations tS Ali Maher at tlm Palace, of vh kh roll aide report? 
reach me It was important, I urged, at once to hi! post of chef de cabinet 
so as to prevent our being faced with fait aerompU of rumii nation ol a creature ol 
Ali Maher Prime Minister asked if Hilmi Issu wuult! be mvcplabh? to us t and 
I replied lie certainly would be (ho is one of our tot friends in Egypt) Prime 
Minister will tackle‘King Farouk on ilds in morrow, and I have begged him to 
\ i& firm, otherwise I should have to intervene with His Majesty myseiP and it ennm 

much Better from him us Prime Minister. . , 4 

g I also onee more urged Prime Miniver to lose no tunc in getting mto 
touch with Naims Pasha and endeavouring to win his support. Primp Minister 
said he would do thus if Naha* Pasha knew \vc wanted him (Nnhus Pasha) to give 
it, f told Prime Minister ! hud litis morning sent Naims Pasha such a message. 
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So I hope that the Prime Minister will now make contact with Nahas Pasha, who 

^ ^4 ^ Vahas Pasha 1$ me know this morning of his disappointment that we 
had not seen things through, l replied that was liis fault for hiding hunsc ^ ^ 
the country and refusing at last minute to commit mmsel 1 to ns lil any shape < i 
form It was now up to Nahas Pasha as a patriot to bury party leeliug,^ ami 
cither f * group omitted] a supporter of liassun Sabpi or do ins tot to kpep. jo 
. background and at least give present experiment a Fair tn:il. It rniglii be 
(inlv a makeshift, bin at the worst it gave all u brentlimg-space; at the heal it 
would work in practice and meantime problem of French Heel would, one might 
hope, have settled itself. 


rj 1647/02/16] No, 86. 

Sir i/. Ijintpson to V he aunt 'Halifax*.—{Received . fitly 5.) 

(Telegraphic,) . , My 4, 1040. 

MY telegram No. ftSft. second paragraph. , ^ , 

With the concurrence of the Prime Minister l saw Uassanein and wainei 
him against appointment of any one at the Palace unacceptable to l rime Minister 
and ourselves, 

Hassanein undertook to warn King tarouk , 

2. 1 told Hassanein that much entourage in the Palace was iboroughly anti- 

British and that in his own interest K ing l 1 arouk should change 1 1 

There was also still some thirteen Italians ttae, mcluding^wor^t oi them 
all Paoli,' wlm had recently been given Egyptian papers, King Hi™ik ought to 
H f or that he should send these men away before their present became 

an issue with us. 


rJ 3647/82/16] No, SI. 

fii.r .1/ i.rivijixon to Viscount jioiiftue .— [Rect'iwtl .fifty 6.1 

®°i jyjH ... ,{ Cairo. July 4. 1040, 

1 “ xm? ‘prime Minister in the iohisc oi' a statement of hi* policy hi the 
I n „„ r .I,,-.,, |.,„, declared that Kiivirt. which was attentive to the sn feguardtng 

StSS&S ™ attend# ful5l|in« her <*Ugn« 
(iivnt Bi'ilitiit end undertaking theexaoution oi the treaty in its spirit and l '‘ 1 ‘ 
in (ionformily with the deeieion ad.,pled by the Chwnlier on 12th June. See m> 
telegram No! 502, 


[J 1647/92/161 No - 

Sir M. Ltmpsott to Yimou at llalifiar—{Recti red July 7.) 

- . Cairo, July ft, 1940, 

U BRITISH ctoruunitv here are very suepiicnl of success oi t nvscnl nujtol.ifl 
Government; fch# advoeale stcongly Wafdist Govenmieul or nL teas! n Gouun 

meut^eujo^% ^fonueSommim i ly Advisory Gomm i11 ec (we 11<^ meet regularly 
omcli week) fully of positiim, and of how ii came nlionl; aiwl ol my view i-o'' " r 
muat at least give present Government a trial, [ 1 l U>J‘l 1 [their reprcseiilatue] 
fSoup omS I up to date. New Prime Minister had agreed every. hmg we 
iad mil u> him and Hint ha scams to be prepared to see these things tlwMgtb 
I hough it remains to be Stop haw far he ran do «>. 1 also utiwiMd ihom-io ihcir 
surprise—that yonr Lordship did not favour a purely Wanlisi Goveinmu,i. 
nrekmahly on the ground tl.:d M would not represent other |wr ic<i also tlml i 
would profialily entail dissolittioii of l’ai-1 iam.-i,t. and elections: to neither, Of iM 
i peianally saw grave nhjoction, 

[22802 | 11 4 
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3. I am nuclei no illusion as regards new Government And it undoubtedly 
lacks element of popular support which we really want, What wo require is a 
iJ sink or swim L ' Government^ such as Wald should give us. But 1 hold we must 
try out present, experiment and see how it works. 4 

' 4. Sooner or later Prime Minister will almost certainly have clashes with 

the Palace, when we shall have to decide whether to hark him or install oitnei a 
purely Wafdisl Government or Wafd sponsored Government, 1 should myselt 
welcome either, hut 1 do not judge that, m should do anything to upset the present 
prime Minister so long as he deliver* us the goods, 

5 Meantime 3 am endeavouring to keep the Wald on the leash until Du? 
i isne comes to turn eo them. Naim* Pasha is inclined at present to blame everyone 
i.mt himself for his having missed the bus. .Hut that is Common form. 


[J 1647/92/161 No. S3. 

Sir M. Lampson to Viscount HttUjua\—{Racked July H.) 

(No. 109. Saving.) . . 4JQ 10dn 

(Telegraphic.) Endfiir. Cairo, June 1J40, 

MV telegram No. 629 of 38th June, 1940. . 

Royal resetipt was issued last night approving new Cabinet, as under 

Hassaii Sahrv Pasha: Premier and foreign Affairs (Independent). 

Abdel Hamid Soliman Pasha: Fiuaice (Independent). 

Mohamed Hilmi Issa Push a: Justice (Ittelmdist). 

Mahmoud I’ahmy-el-Nokraslii Pasha: Interior (Saadml), 

Mahmoud Fftlimv el-Kiissy Pasha: National Defence {Independent), 
Salih Sarny Bey': Supplies (independent). 

Mahmoud Uhaleb Pasha: Communications (Saadisl). 

Hussein Sirry Pasha; Public Works (Independent). 

Mohamed Hafez Ramadan Pasha: Soem.1 Services (Watamsl). 
Mohamed Hussein Haikol Pasha : I■;ducat-ion (Liberal) 

Sheikh Mustapha Abdel Razck Bey: Wakfs {Liberal). 

Ibrahim Abdel Hadi: Commerce and Industry (Saadist). 

Ahmed Abdel Glmffar Bey: Agriculture (Liberal). 

Matt re Aly Ayoub : Minister Without portfolio (Snadist). 

Abdel Meguid Ibrahim Saleh Effendi : Munster without port!oho 
(Liberal). 

Hr. Aly Ibrahim Pasha: Public Health (Independent). 

'2. The Cabinet is thus composed of G independents., 4 Siuv dints. 4 Liberals. 

1 Ittehadist and l Watanist. 

g All above, except the following, are included in the personality reports 
already rendered to you 

Alv Ayoub, Minister without portfolio, is a Saadist. lawyer and Deputy, and 
cousin of the preseui Governor of Alexandria. Abdel Meguid Ibrahim Saleh, 
Minister without port 1 olio, is a Lilieral Conslitutiotialist iieputv and tnwyoi. 
cousin of Mahmoud, and reported lo express friendly sentiment* towards the 

British _ . , t . , , , 

Ahmed Abdel GlialTer Bey, Minister id Agriculture. has been lor many years 

a prominent Liberal LousLitmsonalisl Deputy. \ms always expressed hingself a* 
very pro British and is a keen agriculturist, but is very headstrong and erratic. 

4. Not a strung team, but one hopes distinctly pro-British. 


[.J 16G5.31/16 [ No, 84. 

Sb M Laiwjmrt to Viscomt li/Uifasf,—{ftnemd *hdy HI ) 

(No. 694.) . 

{Telegraphic.) Cam. July 9, 1941) 

ARISING out of Die suggested withdrawal of Egyptian units tram tk 
Western Desert am] our acquisition of certain items of their equipment which 
we need (sec my telegram No 655, paragraph 4), croud durable commotion \m been 
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caused amongst the Egyptian army and the public by mischievous i-eprescidatioii 
hv tho acting chief of the Egyptian General Stall that we intend to disarm the 

^^2. I have taken this up vigorously with the Prime Minister; and u. dement- 
will be issued this afternoon through the Ministry of Deienoe and the party 

responsible for the leakage. . . . . . u F . , . 

;L l told the Prime Minister [ ? that] Zeidi I>ha should not Sir allowed to 

go unpunished for this misleading and harmful action, 


[.J 1647/92/16] Nqi 65. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir ill Umpmi (Cairo). 

(Telegraphic.) i Foreign Office, July Id, 1949. 

YOUR telegram No, 6811 (of 7th July], # . 

The present Government certainly should receive your full support, especially 

against attempts by the Palace to weaken it. 

2, Any Egyptia n Goverrident that works with us will have to face respon¬ 

sibility for unpopular measures, and ram not convinced that Nalias Pasha would, 
in fact be prepared to do this and ' 1 sink or swim " with ns. , 

3. I still think that what would suit us best is eventual inclusion of some 
Wafdist Ministers in present Government or that Naims should agree to 

buppoit it., AVafdist Government based on free elections would surely be 

very diflkuli to deal with in war time. If we found that its policy was unsatis¬ 
factory or if it made demands which wc could not grant, we should appear to be 
defying the wishes of the Egyptian people as a whole. And it would then be 
Mmosteimpossible, without serious disturbances, to retrace our steps and create 

an Administration of the present type, 

5 In reaching this conclusion i have naturally ten influenced by views 

expressed by you, for example in your telegram No, 5# of mh June. 


[J 4647/92/161 No, 86. 

Slf M . Lawpson to I 'ierouct Hal■' f<i&.—(Rere r vc<l J idy 11 ) 

(No. 698. Secret,) u . n 

Telegraphic ) , CalT £ 9 - 1J4) , , 

INFORMATION continues to reach me from good secret l alace source that 

King Euroiik is still dominated by mui-Hritish policy of Ali Maher (with whom 
he is in constant touch) and the latter's Palace satellites. Hbhshmsiu, who tits 
approves, is set aside and only called til when matters come to a head and it 

becomes necessary to explain them away to us^ , ,, 

2 Latest instance is a mischievous invasion into high politics in his weekly 
Friday sermon (against us) by Sheik El Maraghi who, the Prime Minister admits 
to me was put up to it by the Palace. I have already spoken strong!\ to the 
Prime Minister, and lie has warned K1 Maraghi against the mixing ut polities 
with religion, especially in El A altar, But it is only one more instance of what, 

! fear we must accept.Vs the standing Pal a re attitude until wc van cleanse the 
Palace entourage of anti-British elements, which will, almost certninly entail 

need for use of threats. . T . . , r . . , 

;{ I impressed the need for Palace clean up .... the Prune Minister once 

more this morning: and also criticised the continued presence of Italians m the 
Palace As King Kartfuk'a chief political adviser, it was up to his Excellent to 
warn lhis Majesty of the dangers of continuing I group undecyphcruhleg anti- 

Bntish wo shall un , muoh longer, have to gra*p tttifl Palace nettle. 

Unless we ! 1 group omitted 1 it will £b on stinging 1 iioidentaily. the same 
Palace source reports that the French Minister, whom king han.uk recently saw, 
spoke to His Majesty in disparaging terms of Great Britain, Wc have always 
known that M. Pozzi has ft reputation aimmgsi Ins own colleagues for intrigue, 
though hither to I have myself detected no signs of it. 








[J 1647/92/16] No. 87. 

Sir M. Lamp ton to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 17.) 

(Teie^aohio.) . . Cui . 10 ' 17 ' ,940 ' 

A\OTHER successful talk with ike Prime Minister ibis morning, 

2 ' I hope that the [group undeoypherable j arrangements will shot tty be 
working betted The Prime Minister has had ddheulties m taking is under hia 
own direction both from the Palace and some of the Mmistiaes. Bat he has 
agreed to press on with the close collaboration of tins embassy. 

* 3 The Prime Minister has been having continuous trouble with the W 
Me i a bringing the matter to a head with hinj lawnk to-day, 1 be Piwm 
M inister has refused to receive messages 1 roiti Hia Majesty through Abdul Wa 
Ta I ant, the creature of Ali Maher, He will to-day take up again wilt i lie Ki ng 
the question of the appointment of a reliable die! do cabinm. Wit, I ^ 
Minister has also taken up vigorously last week the uuhscreinm ol bhalh 
El MaraghL who urged the declaration that Cairo is an open town m a sornioii 
before thl King, a ml with reference to rumoursof political demonstration^ this 
Pridav when King Farouk may be attending the weekly prayers at A1 A/ha , 
is warning El MaSghi that, if there is any trouble, he, the i rime Minmier, will 
have to insist upon El Ma ragin'a removal iron) his post. , , 

4 The Prime Minister said to lie several limes that he had now given the 
Palace three weeks to mend their ways and they had not done so. He was going 
to tell the King that this must stop or he will resign and make a public l^iu. o it 
I told bis Excellency l had your Lordship s instruct ions to fupport him ll hi hut 

double of eomplainl that his Exccile|iv has against « Palate 

is trouble fomented over nur proposal to take over the Western Desert and buy 
hack the Egyptian army equipment-—a project ui winch Ins l^soelleney repeated 
that he himself had been in tavour. Tn.ul.k- had been started 
officers em-au meed by Zeidi Pasim, Acting Chief of General Stall, and I galhei 
that the hand of the'Palace hat] been there also* i V Prime Minister will to-day 
ask King Famuli i<> apprqve the reinsUitenmnt of Shukri Pasha as substantive 
Chief of Staff with Abdul Waliab Pasha (a sound supporter oi own) as Imputy 
Chief of Staff Zeidi Pasha being eliminated ns an intriguer, General Wilson, 
who was present during this part of the interview, agreed to tU above 

,lM ' U 0 gU m Prime Minister also intends to press King Furouk to Forbid the 
nomination of Saleh flurb(;i Minister of IMoikt and a Stenidn.mi. of AU Maher 
as head of the Young Mens Moslem Association, lor winch he 3ms been intriguing 
and incidentally spreading much unti-British piypagaiula and fomenting anti- 

British sentiment among the Egyptian army officers, 

7 As regards the Western Desert, the project of (he return to us oi the 
equipment and the withdrawal oi' Egyptian troops has been dropped and the 
Prime Minister has agreed that Egyptian troop » m that area shall act ostensibly 
on i heir own initiative, hut actually on the orders oi General Mi 1 1 son and without 
prior reference to Cairo. If Pie Italians enter Egyptian territory, the Egyptian 
annv units will resist and will «t that time come under the direct orders ^ 
Ceueral Wilson, Meantime, at General Wilson s request, the Egyptian mobile 
force will be drafted to the Western Desert but General Wilson has uoderlaken 
Hoi to move them to west side of Barra ni and Siwa, General WiJuii told tin*’ 
Prime Minister that lie was ready to accept these ariangfneiUs m order to help 
his Excellency over his political difficulties, 

A The Prime Minister intends to proragp Parliament as pm us his Saw 
concerning the suppression of Caissr de la Pette has bpi\ passed, 




[J 1647|92/46] No. 88 . 

Sir jl/. Lampoon to Viscount Halifa.r—^ReeHoM July 20,} 

(No. 7560 
(Telegraphic) 

MY telegrams Nos. 656 and 668 , 

Question of the Head of the Royal; \ ist 
2 . Prime Minister some days ago bad ^enj a 
effect that he would not any longer m 
! loyal i st Cain net and Ali Mahers I i 
between the King and himself. . 

audience with the King, of win cl i he gave the follow i 

Set:retary this momingi 4 * . * *.*. i * . * 

:3 He informed the King that the appointment of a bend oi Cabinet was 

Essential Ho suggested that ills Majesty should indicaie names ofiw o'' 
persons, but he begged the King not to put him ftrime Minister) lietoic .l Rut 
uecomfli. Prime Minister added that he eouhl himsell suggest names it Hu 

Maiesty so wished. . . ,. n . „ 

' 4 ' Ki u a die) not seem to like I his representation and suggested that ! rime 

M i n i stir was fol lowing Nal las 1 a ex a m p 1 e (p resuma b] y a re f ei o: i to In t ron 1 « 
between King and Naims before appointment of Ah Mai.er as head ot 
Ambassadorial Cabinet in 15)37), King said, however, that he would think things 

5, Prime Minister then said that lie desired [ ? that] Omar haibi, chief aide- 
de-camp. who is a member of the Defence Council, should be buermcdiary bet with 
P rime Minister and King in matters connected with tint tonal drlenve j group 

undtt > Parable j. insisted on seeing Prime Minister although 

latter was about to go to bed. Talaat produced Royal Rescript appointing Inm 
fi-p Itavnlial Cabinet ad interim. Hitherto Said Znllicnr has nominally been 


Cairo, July 19, 1MCK 

Cabinet has now come to a head. 
j. message to the King to the 
iepl Abdul W&hab Tala&t deputy head or 
' group omitted j creature as intermediary 
"esterday morning Prime Minister had mi 
"™r account to the Oriental 


[J 1647/92/16 | oW- 

Sir ,1/, luuipsou to Viscount IIuH/ai\—{!tfn ived July 20.) 

(No. 768.) _ . . , ..... 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 20 , 1040, 

YOUR telegram No, 750. , , . . , . 

1 spoke cm 5 he Prime Ministei very seriously this inormug and reminded 
him I had your Lordahip’ft authority to give him full support with the Palace, 
[ hoped hia Excellency was not going to submit lo the appointment at the Palace 










of a man Ljmed over hh. head and in diamgard of Ids wid.es; a«»i whom he had 
several times told me he profoundly mistrusted. How cooId we-be ^ te “ ^ 
actniiesce in the nomination ot a man so appointed ? A man knowu DJ SWJ . 
m^tJSrTwd inslcmacnt of ari ox-l-rune Minister dismissed.Iron, of hoe 
| i for] miedffiduct to his [.group iimlceypheialde | [f group omitted J to tin, 

alliance.^ p,.i [1u , Minister admitted his first inclination on being suddenly 

notified of the upimiiitmeul W been * resign. U <mly Imeause he had felt 
the interest of his country m n I tme ol crisis was at stake llmi he had m 3!ls 
1,-intl so far The appointment was a direct attack upon humeli and upon ns. 
1U , J e unie he Wed we would give him time to tackle the ratter m his 
XwX wetS^ed. He would let the King know forthwith that not 
only must the appointment be cancelled, but that one acceptable to the Govern 

njeiiyiu^L^bemade^in i JP^ agreement and ardently hoped that 

Ids Excellentv could dispose of the matter vfthout our intervention And mj 
left it that lus Excellency would appeal to me later if be failed and had need 

nt oui ( ^^ Liei|i , ;v Lbal we wer£l A8 | t ing ouiehes once more whether 

n position could continue with a Palace so blatantly out to work against us at 
thfs time of national danger. 1 suggested that his Excellency should invite 
King Farouk's attention to our action against the l 1 tench fleet as a RCoof of 0ll[ 

gum deteimteatio^^ ^ s j >mi [ c ] | ]e consul ting the Service Chiefs this evening; 

while 1 hardly saw how l could continue recoin men elation to His Majesty* 
Government to help over cotton if m were laced with deliberate disloyalty eU 
t u e palace J rhe Prime Minister admitted the torce oM.his remark 

i Before 1 left his Excellency, he telephoned to Ha#mein Paslm to conic 
down at once and see him. % impression was that his Excellency now intends 

t0 take a firm line, but TO shall see. 

7 1 ftm conferring with the Service t.-omniariders this evening, 


|J 1G47 92,161 


No. mi 


SirM. Lmpsvjt to Vi&wml Ihilifna.'.^{ReceivrdJuly21.) 


fdegShic,) . Cairo. Hlyl 1.1040. 

Prime ^liuister subsequently sent messngss to King yesterday through 
lin^rtjuun and Omar Fathi that appointment of Tulaal was a direct slap m tW 
l ; UV . lhai lie was not accustomed to or prepared to accept that sort of hmg, am 
ilial'unless aoiJointmant. was revoked hi* Excellency would resign. Me bad added 
that he had not before suggested a name, having Mt that to^the King, hut now 
that he had been faced with the very thing he had warned His Majesty agam*t, 
namely a fait accompli, he as Prime Munster must insist upon appointment as 
substantive " chef de cabinet 11 of either Hilma lm or of fiaae&nein, bailing 
which ho would no longer serve a* Prime Munster. 11ns menage had drawn long 
protestations of confidence, goodwill, Jfcc„ hut bus Eswellenjry had made it c tear 
once more that either lie got his way or he feigned.. He had also let 1 Mace know 

he had .behind him in this trial He seemed fairly confident that the I- a lime 

would now yield and begged ms to give him a week to get things settled, i said 
we would be clad to waft and I wished him all success. _ . . . . 

o Pixmv Minister made it quite clear that this issue was for Inm the 
fundamental test were the Pa luce or Government to govern the country i Matter 
having developed as it had he could not possibly slay nu unless the King nici Ins 
wishf'S in appointing one or other of the two names tic had submitted, tnmug 
which the situation would be quite in tolerable—this was test case. Was (he 
palace to bo allowed to intervene and impede him at every turn? Or was lie In 
|je allowed to govern llie country properly? He ridded that he believed that the 
medicine was already beginning in work, for confidentially King hirouk had 
in principle opposed the despatch io Western Desert of Egyptian mobile force 


65 


in accordance with our wishes (see my telegram No, 745]), but uui yielded when 
Prime Minister had confronted him with unanimous decision of the Gain net. 

*1 Prime Minister's whole bearing was one of renewed confidence and 
determination. 1 told him that 1 was prepared to see him through to the hitter 
end and also provided he was ready to stay on as Prime Minister and see iw 
through if we had to use force in response fo his request for our assistance. 


[J 1647/92/161 


No. hi 


Viscount Mali far to Sir At. f*ftfflpst)-n {Coiro). 

(No, 665.) n ,j 

(Telegraphic.) f‘oreitjfi July 2 F 1-4- 

YQLIR telegram No, 745 ['of 17lh July], . t 

X should lie glad to know what is present slate of mind ol Nabaft \ asha ami 

1 lie Wrifd generally. + 

2. Are there any signs, of their reconciliation to present l loyeruincut . 

3. \ ^urngrupli A. of your telegram. If relations oetween King and Govern- 
eiictu gel worse I rely on your Excellency to give me the longest pciasilde notice 
before any crisis occurs which might end in abdication, and also considered 
estimate, in light of circumstances at the time, of probable results, c.#., on public 
order in Egypt 


!J 1647/92/161 


No. 92. 


Vinci)tint Halifax to Sir M. LfmpMtt {Cuh'o), 

(Telegraphic.) Fm*ig* J «/y 21. I9«i. 

YOUR telegriiius N’os, 7ofi and 763 [of 10th and 20th duly: Voliltcal 

sitpattbii in Egypt]. , 

1 note that as matters stand you have agreed with the l nine Minister s 
suggestion that he should endeavour to solve the problem of the King s " chef de 
cabinet 1 without at any rate in the first instance any intervention on our part. 

I approve these tactics and hope that they may succeed, 

2. Difficulty of the situation is fully appreciatedjtticl you may rely on our 
suppori if things go seriously wrong. At the same lime 1 know that you will 
not lose »Mit of (he faci tliat with out other ptwnipat ions at tin* momcm we 
do no! Urpmt. not) desii-e a political crisis in Egypt. In the present state of that 
country any such crisis could scarcely fail to lead to the use of British Irqops tor 
the maintenance of order. This or other complicatioitB could only benefit the 
enemy, who would uaturailv exploit the resulting confusion to (he utmost extent. 


[j 1656 32/16] 


No. 93. 


Sir M . /. itmpson f.a Viscoitnt // fili}aoe.—(Receimi J nhj 26.) 

(No, 797,) , 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 26, IJ4 

MY telegram No. 784. 

j f 1 r essential that wc should have a declaration mtdy as soon as (he Egyptian 
Goveriutfent make their official request to us, and 1 suggest aoinelhing mi ibe 
following lines, aubjecl to slight modification iii ihc text should tin- terms of thi 
Egyp 1 1 an Govc v 1 1 ment"s lettor ucoessttale it- : — 


,£ in view of difficulties which are foreseen in disposing of 1940 Egyptian 
cotton crop, Egyptian Government, have a«E§g the Hritish Government officially 
whether they would lie prewired to assisl hy purclui^uiig cotton ■ l t .i price of 
14*25 dollars per kautoji for F,G E. Aahmonni and la-25 dollars for E G. F Gim 
and cotton seed at a price of 65 piastres per ardeb Franco [sic 1 warehouse, 
Alexandria, in each case. 










l< The British Government, being it nations to help Egypt and especially 
cull ivators of cotton in 1 ho circumstances obtaining, have replied that they are 
prepared to purchase all lint cotton derived from the 1940 Egyptian crop or as 
much as is offered to than and nil mercantile cotton e#l (as distinct from sowing 
seed) on the basis of above prices. The British Government will themselves bear 
any loss which they may incur [group undecipherable J cotton purchases, nut u rn. 
nevertheless share equally with Egyptian Government any profits which nmy 
accrue therefrom on I ho tinderslanding that .such profits as may lie returned to 
Egyptian Gcyc rumen! mtder t!iis arrangentent will be iisecI ■ >y 11mi t ^ ' 11 mc 11 
for relief of cultivators in a manner to M agreed on ljetweeu the two 
Governments. - ' 

2 \ should prefer that this declaration should lie published in Loudon, lot 

example, by an answer in Parliament on the day of its communication to the 
Egyptian Government, This would ensure publicity and gel m lull kudos il at 
once telegraphed out here by Reuters, 

3, prices inserted in above draft have not yet been communicated to the 
Egyptian Government, and it is going to be difficult to induce the Prime Mimstei 
to ask for them since sustained attempt specially made to justify L, dollars tor 
F {] y Aidimourn on basis of cost of production. Above prices give an average 
of about 7\ti. per lb, calculated as in paragraph 5 of my telegram No ^2 * lj J 
| .t 0 t0 14 75 dollars and 15 75 dollars respectively, it necessary: On the same 
cakulatidii lids gives an average of just over 15 dollars. 1 consider it )est h:i 
specify definite prices for E*G.F. Ashmouni and Giza rather than an average 
between them, since the In I ter is open to ambiguity. 


[J 1712/92/161 Mo 94, 

Sir M. Lfmpsoa to Viscount Bali Rw—(Rf’t'nwd July 28.) 

rr"kS>luc,) R. ’ Ouro. .My 28. im. 

YOUR telegram No. 0f!6 r * . , 

Prime Minister Rent me telephone message yesterday that King taffouk 
agreed to appoint Ilasaanein (see my telegram Mu. 771) L£ t he! da raninet. 


[J 1718/92/161 So. (15. 

Sir ,(/, i .mi} I’m" to 1 i mi it ul (Inti fur . (Krrrirrd Jttly .il.) 

KS&) Cn/w, -hity 30, lMji 

Prime Minister is very pleased at appoiniment of llaaijpciiL Bey I, ? group 
omitted! takes great credit lo himself for having secured his appointment.. He 

is most grateful for our support* , , . , . . lt . 

2. ' I told Ids Excellency I was ante ynur Lordship would welcome this easing 
os' the situation, as between the Government find 1 he ^ Palace, I hoped us 
Excellency would keep in dose Contact with ltessancin so as gradually to 
strengthen the latter s position with tbe King, and one might hope ol getting 
matters in the Palace on a more wholesome basis, \ here were bad dements there 

which should be elearetl out. ... .. 

:j, ! also expressed the hope that his Excellency would try to secure Warn 

support sons to atreuglhei). his position in the cdftniry. I lie Prime Munster said 
he had il few words wilh Kahns Pasha nl the Palace yesterday and that he 
recognised the desirability ol keeping in with she "Wat" d* lie bad alieadv given 
a t^ood Government appointment lo a prom incut Wuldist; but it wnnld lake tune 
iim'l unfortunately Ihu-Wufd regarded themselves indispensable, u 'mud which 
he hoped i would help to dissipate. , 

4, Later I was in touch with the Ward intermediary, who tells me that 
Xsilias Pasha is still not prepared for rapprochement with Government. I have 
asked him to continue urging nipprochemeiM and lo let Nahas (who is absent m 
the country) know lH e line S urn consistently taking with Prune Minister. Bui 
I fear there is at present lit tie prospect of any thing mate rail sing. 
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[J 171S/S2/M] Mo. 96. 

S ir M, La mjiso v to V isco tin t Hu lift i* — {R Pi ■ e i cud ./ tit if 3 I.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ r Cairo, •hdy Ai, 1940. 

IN the course of long in formal conversation with King Farouk yesterday 
when \ sat next to bint at a big tea party at (he Palace he ret.erred in most, 
grateful terms to our action regarding the intended purchase of 1 he cot-ton crop, 
about which the Prime Minister had been informed that morning. 

King Farouk was in mellow mond and did no! show anv resentment m regard 
to the Jppointmenl of ltessancin as chef dc cabinet/ 1 which I treated as Itfurig 
an excellent move on His Majesty's part. 


f 'aira, ./ r tty 31,194H. 


■fjgard 


[J 1712/92/161 Ko. 07, 

S lr .1/. Lfimpsan to V hen unt if at i fa >' ( If rcc t r ed . f u tj ml. 2. ) 

(Ko. 848.} i- ' • iA 

(Telegraphic*) R, _ _ Cairo, A nttnM % 1940, 

MY telegram No* 818* 

In informing IEusxaiieiu of his appointment ns " chef dc cabinet/’ the King 
of Egypt told him bluntly that il was-only as a stopgap, Kassanoiii replied that 
he was relieved to hear it-, as otherwise lie would have hesitated to accept. 


Co l nr .1 t t<fit st 2, 1940, 


[J 1562/1562/161 No. 68, 

Sir .1/. Ltmpson to V i scot/of Htdifito ,—{Reached A nonst IS*) 

(No. 863.) 

(Telegraph icd Cairo, A iRju^t 5, L l J4h, 

lilSC ILSS T NX I with Prime Minister lids morning l he reported massing of 
Italian troops on Libyan fronitcr, General Wilson and f indicated thfU for major 
strategic reasons im serirms resistance there would be offered to oceupatiou by 
them of Solium* 

2. To my surprise Prime Minister look this as cm i rely unimportant, Solium 
being worth nothing to anyone. I expressed hope that Egyptian Governmeni 
would take discreet advance measures to have this uitleretood by Egyptian public, 
ns my indications were that occupation would cause considerable alarm. 

3* I gather confidentially from, General Wilsoii that advance force of Italian 
fighters is being concern rat ml on frontier. This, if if foreshadows intensification 


much time and greatly steadying position here? Egyptian public have been 
surprisingly good so far in face of air attack] but intensive air altnck is another 
matter, anj 1 doubt whether the local nerves will stand il; this applies particu- 
jfirlv to Alexandria. So far Cairo has Imeii immune from nnaok, Find the Prime 
Mihisler proposes to publish £< open town " drcluvai ion lids week, probably on 
Wednesday, 


IJ 1715/32/161 Na 99. 

Sir .!/. Lainpsau to \ isantui HaUfm{Rccriccil Auynst li.) 

(No. S67.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Cairo, A nymt 6, 1940* 

MY telegram No. bfili. 

Declaration Ij.v Prime Minister in Egyptian Parliament is expected at 7 p.m 
tomorrow, and a translation is given in my iunitediaUdv following telegram* 
Agreed prices are; 14 £5 dollare for Ashmouni and 15 25 dollars for Gizei, 
05 piastres for eotlon seed. I hope His Majesty's Government K declaration 
will he made in House of Gommons In-morrow aftcrnjKm, and that text will be 
telegraphed here by return and ILO,P El it ditTers from that suggested in my 
telegram No. 858, please telegraph il also to me. 








. ■ A A 








m 

J 1715/32/16] No; Ii3tJ - 

Sir M. Umpson to Vhctnwt llutijw. -[Received August, 6.) 

#; m ‘L { , v R Cairo, A wjust 6, iQf. 

e is text referred to in my immediately preceding telegrijro > 

' From i he very first this Gove mine m was etui fronted with cotton 
problem, for which "it had to fifd a solution that would ^ateguard the 

interests of the Egyptian producer and, oonaeauently, w.M 

wliole eon ill ry H wa£ clear that no solution could he arm ed at w ha h coui 
be compatible with sound principles of economics ami lifeguard the unrests 
of Egypt unless we approached our Ally and negcUated with her the 

question of selling her the whole cotton crop. 

Ji With this ubicet in view, we entered into con versa nous with i. 
KxwUtncY the British Ambassador, and ! am glad to tell you that the 
discussions, which look place in an atmosphere of co-operation and mutual 
understamlin; . have ended in the acceptance by the British (nwctnmc.nt oi 
the principle of purchasing the whole of the new crop, or as numb as i u j 
Ik* ottered to it, on to® of *4*5 dollars for AsWmm, m d 

IB-SB dollars for Giza 7 of the same grade, Franco Alexandria, on U i 
understanding that, if our Ally sells all or pari of this option, , tll f P 1 ^ 
that may accrue i herefrom will be shared equally by the Butish Governmon 
and the Egyptian G overrent, while, if such an operation resulted in any 
loss, i he loss would be borne entirely by the British Government H is part 
of the agreement that such profits as may he returned lo the Egyptian 
Government under this arrangement, will In? used tor the teller oi the 
cultivators of Egyptian cotton, in a manner lo be agreed on between the two 
Governments. The British Government will Appoint a commission, to earn 
nut its purchases, on which the Egyptian Government will nominate a 

itpiesent^t ^ ^ huy our eo tton-seed m 46 piastres per arpb on the 

? t G< V would She to point out here that no one will he compelled to sell his 
colt on. every producer having full liberty to dispose of bis crop as he likes. 

11 We could not have arrived at tins sal is factory result had it not been 
for the spirit of friendship which prevails between our two countries and far 
I|, e manner in which nur Ally showed considers!ion for the interests of Ihe 
Kericultuiuliat and the fellah.’ 1 


J 1715/38/161 No 1Q1' 

VhcQMit I" N ir If. Ltimp&on ( r niro). 

756 \ 

E 'Ihde^ra p] i it.) Few *gn l}ffi ca . A ttgmt 7, 1940, 

YOUR telegram No, 888, . 

I should have preferred Egyptian statement to have been as. simdar ns 
possible |,o uur own which will he made in House of Gommons this afternoon. 

Better wording in paragraph 2 would have been ; _ Accept mice by the 
British Govern men l of ihc principle tint i. a cot Ion cOmhdssion shall besraUip with 
Hie oh ligation to purchase, Ac."; then after the word ’Alexandria,] " U ss 
understood that apart from any cotton which may be sold by the commission to 
!fie British Government for consumption in LIso United Kingdom, any uel profit 
arkitig out ul ihe transaction as a whole shall Iki shared equally. 11 aiijtl again 
I *Uer, 1 while if the trail sanction as a whole should result in a net loss, 

if there h no lime to get Egyptian Prime Minister’s statement amended, 
von should, I led, put officially mi record that the above represents our intention; 
in order io avoid argument with ibis or another Egyptian Government m the 
future. 


H3 


J 1715/32/16] No. 1.02, 

S i r J L La m pa o n t o V beam t //«/ if a, r. -(!( ece i m d .■ I u tj usd 7.) 


(No 881A 

{TeWruphie) Cairo, August 7, H)40 

YOUR telegram No. 758 arrive® too late for action as the Grime Minister 
was already in Pur It ament making ids statement, which had been pAtothtLhu 
coming by i he Council of Minivers. I will notify the Prime Mmeter ofhciallv 
in wJritulg aa directed in the lust paragraph, nut before doing sp I should lie glad 
u f authority to change the phrase 14 Colton Gomhiission ” to h ‘ British Govem- 
iiiCiit Buying Commission/' or a 1 least Lo explain it accordingly, the Egyptian 
Government have accepted such a principle and are not to he involved in 
purchases- a pari from member whom they are to nominate on the commission. All 
our negotiations have been un this basis. \ hope this has been clear from the 
outset [see paragraph H of my telegram No. 062), 


[J 1712/92/161 No. I0:i 

Sir Lump, son to Viscount Ilaj^ao ^{Received August 8.) 


(Xo. 882,) , ■ „ tni/i 

(Telegraphic.) Watr&i 7i ™ a 

MY telegram No. 832. , 

I hear from Amin to-night, i hat limy arc ready to give their support to 1L assn a 
Sabri if the latter will recast his Cabinet so as to make it completely neutral,. 

• excluding all party represedtativea. This is, of course, what we originally 
wanted, hut i(. metuis leaving out such men as Nolcrashi, A utd would also 
stipulate the dissolution of Uarliniucm, nexl November, 

2. I have told Amin that, whilst l am ready, as always, to emphasise U> 
Prime Minister desiraliilitv in his own interest and that of the country oi lus 
acquiring Wafd supporl (as ! Imvc in the past been consistently doing), I am 
m a prepared to embarrass him by doing more tlian pass- on the above informatiou, 
ivmlndiim him il is what we have always believed would be best solution at tins 
i.mc of national crisis, and that it must he for the Prime Minister lo judge how 


L J IJ LT, J, ■ ■ ■ • ’ ’ 5 ' T .. . . - . h 11' ■ 

Ihc be can adopt it. ) added to Amin that one pom! the Prime Minister wouIn 
itidoubt have to consider was how lids ^vonld nfici't Ins relationship willi Iviug 


Parouk. 


3. ' Audi! -ells me that Seddik knows of ihe projed, and is in favour of it. 

4. Apart from Ihe question of bow Prime Minister will react to the 
sliiotsI ion, there always remains snag find it may, if adopted, estrange AllmeiI 
Mancr who is a most heallhv element aiul wlio if» ai the motucni g*dug Out 
of his way by public declarations and otherwise hi support loyal ! implement jahou 
of Allied and Bfitish connexion, 

■l Having as above sown seed witti tlic Prune Munster, mv present 


' 5 l Having as tibove sown seed _ wiib the Pritmt Minister, my |) resent 
inclination is iliereiorc- to let things siuniicr, and pi lime slic.v^ i\iietli< i i it uiH 
germinatepr not, Uin not at nil a'nxnms to gel caught up in [group imdoeypher- 
able| of party polities more than i can help. 


[j 1735/31/161 No, 104, 

S ir M. L a m /w« n to V iscu mt tinUfo i-{U rn ■ / r cd . I n tj -uni S.) 
(No. 88)1) ^ . 4 


(Telegraphic,) C ' siro p A 8 - m ' ] 

QUESTION of the com position of the Egypt mu General Stall has now been 

settled, . , . . iti i 

2 Aiiy id-Masri is idaced un peumou on ronremetu ; Attala Pasha is made 

thief of Stafib Zeidi Pasha is removetl from Wav Oil ice and appointed tapeelor 

General, 

3. General Wilson ami i have been in touch throughout with live PHiuk 
M niiriicr: nnd. in reply in our expressed doubts on second thoughts this morning 
regarding Allah Paslm. bis Excellency volunteered definite assurance that, it' 

I 22662 1 1 


- 
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he Drove j , l0t satisfactory to u*. lie will lie at once moved and sent back to I lie 
p i* as aide-de-camp He denied reports lliat Attala ! aslia was a eieatuic 

ill sad n«i Jn.d <lu.l A.uU Pttha. J»rd.ng *> >"* « «“1 u,rl “’ 

W# * 4*fc^»4d «IS at this stage, Jien Italian attack seemed imminent. 

' l 4 , .IT. eftirfent (’llief of (iriiernl Staff. 1 1 is Kxonllency, after rejffiffflg as 
SXi SSi^HT ***M Fnatr^di n td|g#tiaii WBWt 

S take it iic lneum east of Sidi Barraui). Kgjpliw ««.y would, oi course, resist. 


[J 1712/92/16] No ' 105 

$it v. Uimpmn to Viscount. I/rtltlfirf '.—(Rwdted August 8.) 

Il&i)' t »*•*»■** W* 

['KiltU^e'l'rin"- Minister tM» morning of WaffTs approach of’ "^ ll ‘ 

fnv L , er ,i v ! j, a i whilst passing on anti blessing fhe idea of a central Govei n- 
X*looney. 1 ™ My ^ Peered 
to income involved in assy political movement thai would embanaas him. 

2 The Prime Minister welcomed this statement and said he was glad to 
Ward’s api.nmeh; actually hk mind was working abhg very similat 
Iiilos and had twn flu- some rime; we might look to see a reshuffle of lus Cab nei 
j lk the near Future, with probable introduction of nidenendent elemonK; this 
miglil involve trouble in certain ipMUrf. M- 1» intended Mmrelf to assome I« 
\l in is! rv of the Interior, but be would proceed undeterred. Hi* idea with Dial 
gradually Uc would got in further independents until, so lie intoned. 1« would 

N“5f** fa «. h. k. 

rra KgsKissa ** *> ■*«* »** 

Favourable, 


J 1735,31 161 


No. lon. 


Sir 1 1. Ltm-jntiii to Viscmwt Halijm{Reared Au§mt If.) 


Cairo, August 10, 1940. 


(No. 896. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic,) 

There 'hTw'iiie agilat inn Mid intrigue in regard to Prime Minister’s deiusum 
m ,.,,»,int Attain Pasll us Chief of Suit. This is nn doulH reason for Utmost 
disappointment of senior officers. There is also Pnluce opposition to the appoiu 
locnl of Zcidi Pnshii ns Inspectorial*!; and «W W» V"*** ***** 
between ihe Prii|e Minister and King hurmk, t ... JV aS 

o All i bis is more Kgyptiaii bust ness .mra. _ But i am not nappy us 

to w ] ril th0 situation is going Lo be in the event "I Italian invasion and fighting 
iu iK^ teKv. W »wiunc*. seem mm report in this morning te Is 
me ,h\t \ttala Pasha will he insi riimeftl oi Abdel Wntuib ! ulaai oi Lhe I. iihicc, 

n head of the] National 'ki™!» undervpkerabkO ^ 

riiiei' of Staf and control the army ibvmigh him. We know all well th.u 
al titude shewn is llibroiihly defeat ist; Trtlmit Basil a is quoted iu above rcpoi ts 
as declaring that Kgyplhm army must not, disband, and must v\m w* iy 

finve i f we wish ihem’ to figlil against Indians. Admitting that such reports must 
KapKtb v.-uiiiou wc k”uow Tnlnnt Pasha is the man of All HAM *»<■ 
tiirtt ihstentiun at all costs Minn war is lattci & polity. .^i - .- 

3 As bearing on this. I have heard from Air OflinT tCommanding-m-L* lief 
ti lis [tiorniti'i' ihsu’ilst* atiiiude of the Egyptian an; force jb equivocal and m% 
■ l iV . b are nofitt^ pmaent prepared even to Uke part in the defence of Ale^an4ria 
Italian air attack. Air Oflicer Commanding in-clnef and i arc lakmg 
ihis up with the Prime Minister (who is away). Blit it strengthens my doubts 


m 
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as to what the position may lie if Italy invades kgypla ant! it raises concern 
whether the whole matter should not he clarified in advance of events. 

4. Il is true that the Prime Minister has assured General W dson categon 
oally that if the \ lalians come wjit of tim: ftidi Barra ni >iwa, hcypiian irooprt 
will Home dirccl.lv under General Wilson's orders and will fight side i^ r side with 
,mi’R r But all that is verbal ami I can see prospects pi confusipn rl anil when 
uiomcnt arises, especially if things are not going well fW us, 

f>. Moment may then bo approaching when we have in be Iu in wn h r.gyfn ia:i 
{loverimumI. (and maybe the Palace) to the extent of brute force, j du not ask 
your lordship for instructions at j?rcscni. I hi nigs have a habd of straiglueijing 
ihemselves out But 1 do not myself much like m'osuni state of .uncertainty 
regardiug loyal m-operation of l^yptian army and air force, and we may Imw 
ultimately to take drastic action. [ believe H&ssan Sahri to be absolutely spli« 
:itul loyal with us; but there are other elemonis, pi and non always the 1 nUicc, 
ready to slab m in ihe back. 


fj 1704/31/161 No. 107. 

S Jr XL L(iui V ^jn to Viscount Ualif^MReemrd A ugust 12.) 

(Telegraphic ) , Cairo ' A “ ! - ,nst l2 ‘ l5)40 ' 

MY teleuram No. B96* T>fragr#h 1. 

The Prime Minister told me ibis morning that all those high lun nnil A 

changes were now definite and iipproveci. He admitted he had hm! ^nne trouble 
witli the Palace about the agpoinCinenl of Zenli* and lie. was evidently much 
it leased I hat once more the Palace had bowed to Ills wishes 

2, Zeitli has been appointed inspector, ifol ttispecmr.general, oi the army. 


5 J 1761/31/16] No. I OH, 

Visroant Ihdifar to Sir M, I.umptert (Cairo). 

(TeiegrapbioA nffics. A utntst IS. 1941). 

i r niT R ie lew ram No. Sfl ft ! o! 11 ill ^\iignsl |. ... , 1T 

] should turve hoped that" our euHon ofier and the establishment ot llassan 
Sabry's Crovemtmmt in ibe saddle would in lime have had steadying effcc. ou 

intorjtat ev i ( | t „ K , e 54 1 1 »eat Britain's will to win, and her nhili|> 

(obcat olTair-Ktackson these islands with heavy enemy los^ wmUd have brought 
tVvntin.il miu’ale 1111 from (lie low point caused by V ranch ro!lapse. 

' " | As regards attitude and rhle of Egyptian forces, I fully 
■mxictv and l‘ have naturally discussed these niattci^ with (auuunl Saveli. Hut 
It would surely beunwiso to^bree the pace at i hm jnnciuru. when NUrnmi imublc 

would pr0VCl , univillini N| P% active pan in defence of 

jmmi 1 iboulct Imvc thought it better to accept m auitude of pfisstM, 
•iSmieimu'C in mir efforts, unlortuuair its this would he. than l« run any wvum 
risk of internal trouble, which would ^mobilise important number oi British 

iroons at a lime when all may be needed to tacc invasion. 

! 4 Urncnil Waved will’be able 10 inform you shortly ot t m useful resulis 
0 f V jgj t , winch, if wi' have a few weeks, respite, will also help the sleuthing 

'“'“T 'lt'ftii 1 Kffwpfiv, j , fMl - sl,< 7 “ n yT ' lh ' ntitm '* 

t-iisilv Diovokril liv wohlilcrs nr ill wishers ni I'olarf nr "line viH-les. 

1 F llovnieiilof Egyptian foitnw in Western IVsvrt is „ intlimry ... 

JLSS t^gniae. But I shpuld hope I mta to tpM .«* « 

XZ&lnM In,sis wTtlioul raising po1.t«.l lffN^ 
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[J 1843/92/16 J No. 109 

Sir M. Lampson to Vmount Halifax,—{Received August, 23,) 

(Telegraphic.) R. , CWrt, August 23. 19». 

MY telegram No. 819. . ri ,. . t L_ 

A few days ago Sidki Pasha gave notice of a question in J arh ament to the 
Prime Minister whether, in view of campaign being conducted by President oi 
Chamber (Ahmed Maher), there was any change in the i^veinment s policy i » 
regard to Italy as deehired by All Maher in the Chamber on 12th June^(see my 
telegram No. 502). Question continued that these declarations 
were uakmiat|j to drag Egypt into war contrary to the resolution of two Chambt. . 
and of the Government on 12th June to avoid misfortunes of war toi Egypt, 
That Egypt’s Ally had not deih&nded such participation which was not required 
under irbatv: and that Egypt was militarily not sufhcieutly prepared, -n-j 
Paslm asked Priihfe Minister to reassure the country that nothing had occurred 

to modify the situation. , ■ 

2 In view of the indisposition (it Sidki Pasha, the question was read in 

chc Chamber and the Prime Minister replied that there was no change in the 

g This, Led to a lively debate, in which Ahmed Maher took objection to the 
above answer on the ground that the question and answer taken together imp ied 
that he was conducting political propaganda contrary to tire views oi the Chaniber, 
He enquired whether the reply just given meant that Egypt would not del end 
herself lie continued that, if there were members who supported bidki I aMia s 
dew, he was prepared to debate the matter with tftieni, 

4 Chamber then retired in secret session, at which, according! to the report 
of amnl there was no real debate. GdvernihenL supported that proposed 
discussion should he eloped-by a motion that the Chainbci^ was satisfied with the 
Prime Minister s reply. This motion was supported by Waidists. but rejected. 
Chamber then agreed bv a majority to the motion oi Ahmed Maher expressing 
confidence in tli Govenmieiit and confirming the decision taken at sitting ot 
j 2 th dune, but emphasis] ng that Egypt would defend herself with all hci tones 

if her territory or her armies were attacked. , . 

f, When the public session was resumed, the Prime Minister declared that 
the Government.'a policy was as expressed by Ali Maher m dune and approved 
)& L }ip Chamber. two motion# above mentioned were then read out and that of 

Ahmed 'Maher adopted by a majority, , , . ,, . * 

f> Other mischievous questions regarding Egypt s pai-lacipation in tne 
defence of the Sudan, reason for despatch of Egypt ian t roups to danger zone of 
Egyptian from sers and retirement of Aziz el Musri (attributed to demand) were 
also discussed in secret session. 

7 Minister of Defence suites that these questions were put up by a smalt 
Clique (presumably Ali Maher, Sidki Pasha rind company). 

* \[ one time it was feared hist night UifH Ahmed Maher was out. to upset 

l.he Goverument. but lack of support of liberals and other elements may have 
prevented him from p$|mig matters to exlremea. , 

9 It looks us though Ahmed Maher wishes to upset Iiassfkii Sabri before 
the latter comes tn terms with Wafd and before any reconciliation between Wafti 
mid the Palace with the help of HassnneiiF or before we ourselves bring back 

the Wjlfd. 


[J iSM/g2/16] N«< 110. 

Sir M. tutmpsou to Viscount —{Unriml August 25.) 

(No, 901.) _. , ^>o mao 

(Telegraphic.) R C«iro. A ugutt ii. 1040. 

MY telegram No. 02S. . 

(jeneunl rear lion uniting cultivators to cotton agree mem has been very good. 
Agreement, lias afforded wide relief from anxiely and engendered feeling oi 
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economic security for immediate future, coupled with measure ot real gratitude 

towards Great Britain, „ , . « , 

In more sophisticated circles reception has generally been gooci, put there 
has been some slight, criticism of the pries fixed, especially that of ( 1 iza seven. 
Agreement conic most opportunely and for the moment has helped considerably 
to rally basic public opinion. 


[J 1858/92/161 No. 111. 

Sir M> mpsdn to Viscount HtdifttXr {Her-rived Angus/ SfB.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Cairo, A ugwst. *2i , !940, 

VfY telegram No. 98®, 

Prime Minister lias seid me message this evening that the present position 
is correctly stated in inspired statement in [two letters undecy(thmble] Kit/tam 
ibis afternoon, to the efecl that he lias not yet tendered resignation; that he 
wishes to form new Cabinet of members representing various political parties; 
that, failing this, new Cabinet will be formed of mem hers representing parties 
which agree to co-operate with him, 

2 . I have, been purposely keeping aloof from all ihis. 


[J 1893/02/16] No. I 12, 

Sir M. Lampson to Viscount liaiipi.r.- \llecrimJ August 29.) 

(No. 986.) 

(Telegraphic.) R. Cairo, 1 umt fl, IMfl. 

IT is reported that yesterday morning Hassan sSabn informed Nokroslu that 
lie wished to transfer him to another Ministry, apparently Ministry of Defence 
ifbkraahi was alleged In have refused- he anyhow nbspinted himseli i i’oni his 
Mini stry. 

2 Ahmed Maher was (and still is) away in Alexandria and Simdist 
Ministers in the Cabinet were reported to be reluctant to come to a decision as 

in their attitude until his return. ... t . . , 

3. Tjflst night, however, llassan Sabri had submitted his resignation In the 

King and had been entrusted with the formation of a new Cabinet. 

4 This mornings however, according to journalists, both Palace and 
Ministers denied that there has been any resignation. 

5 It la reported that Sandists. who ni first refused If agree to Nolmishi $ 

transfer, have now acquiesced, 

fj I am purpmiv not seeing the Prime Minister to enquire what is going 
on. as I do not want to be ?<l ohceusspci|jed by the public with whatever Cabinet 
reshuffling IS in progress 


[J 1863/92/16] No, lift. 

Sir M. Lump sou to Viscount it a! I /me. (Rucmerd Angus/ 30.) 

(Telegraphic) R. <: airo, August it), iMO. 

MY telegram No. 988, t . 

Situation still uncertain. hut it appears Ihal Nuuhsta arc refusing tn enter 
the new Ministry, l gather indirectly that the Prime Minister is in contact 
with Nahae Pasha, but the position remains very obscure, I am still remaining 
studiously aloof. 
















No. 114, 


: j i6BB/02/i0l — — - 

Sir M. Lampw to Yi*eo*»t Ffali/a-t.--(Reived A vgvst 80.) 

(No, 10()2.)_ Cairo, Auuttxl 20, 194ft. 

(Telegraphic.). K. 

M V i turned finely preceding telegram. Ministers 

Ulest news is Unit Prime Munster is now consulting oil c.\-l mm • 

Ijcainnsng with Sidki PSsha. .. . 

2. i’liis may bring Nabas Pasha bade into the picture, 


[J 1691/92/16) NO. 115. 

Sir M. Lrmpmi lo Viscount Halifax. — (R>:cei«ed A ugust 30.) 

(Teiegnipiiic.) ...... Cair0 ' A ***** *•* l8W 

PHitte Minister gave me the following account of aflat* this bvmiiig 

•2. Iml Sundav he had invited Nokroshi. us lie had always intendml to lot 
him have the Ministry of the Interior and to lake another mrllolm. Notaajhi 
had refused. On Monday, on his way to ins olhee. 1 rime Mnustet had hurt n 
sudden idea. He had lent nailed to the office hurriedly to terminal! a crisis, 
thrinks maiiilv in us he had succeeded in n short two months in gelling th >s 
straightened 'mil: wlml more nutural (lien that he should tender his resignation 
in the King and ask His Majesty to call for new {.overnment with a mandate 

entirely #ee from fe-eign pies, , . , .., , t 

g Accordingly he bid tint for Hassanein and taken the lung s piensuio. 
His Majesty had spnl back message that Ilk would stand by his Excellency In 

th? end, in^ xlj|jisLcr i >ro ^ en hj& idea to his col leagues on Monday 

men'llmir who had been taken bv surprise almost as much as he hiriiftel was. to 
□<# bis own phraseology* They had Ml vuhmUwed to resign and to feave the 
I ’rime Minister' free to evolve his t'ahiuei. T her oaf ter 1 kings had liegim U\ 
happen Ahmed Maher and Saadiats had failed to agree to Nokrashi vacating 
Interior. This, said the Prime Minister, was equivalent to defying Ins leadership 
of his own (hiking : so he hml held quite firm and wns determined to continue 
sr> Nokrashi might have any other portfolio he liked, and he had told lum so: 
but bis leadership must lie undisputed He was seeing A Maher again 
Uhii arrow, mid still had hopes of mi arrangemenL If not. Saadi sis would go find 
would not have a leg! o stand on, i « . .. 

Mean lime he was in consultation with Leaders oi all parties, including 
Wafd. with eiitf|n'aging results. But there was one snag; Kahns Pasha H who 
lVN , otherwise well disposed and laudatory, was insisting on the dissolution of 
Iki rliamenl To this. Prime Minister could not agree, though he was prepared 
In take into his Gahiticj 'three or four Wafdisls, 1 Le still hoped to convince Nanas 
Pu-hiL of wisdom of letting I be question of Parliament atone until Parliament 
met again in November, when he ought to know how things might shape; for 
instance, if Parliament did not support Prime Minister he would he ready to 
consider ways and means. It is Excellency still hoped he might he able to 
convince N a lias Pasha, 

IS. I found his Excellency extremely calm and .self-confident lie w u* 
profuse in tlmnks to His Majesty's Government for she various successes, 
especially i ? lend j which they had given him since Ids advent In ollice. Th- also 
expressed the appreciation of my net inn in remaining so carefully aloof during 
these developments so as not to embarrass him. 

7, His Excellency professed more I 1 grounds for] conviction Hum ever 
i bill we would win the war. He had various sources of in formal ion, and would 
iH>t he at all surprised if (Vrmnny crashed much sooner than we expected. 

K 1 will continue to report develop men) a. 


— 


[J 1008/92/161 


No 1 1 ti, 


Sir M. Ltmpson to Viscount Hutiftu:.—(Received September 3.) 

smmm * 

Owing to difficulties raised, firstly by Baadists then by 
question of allocation of Ministries and of feyef^en)i 
nolitical crisis Wab delayed; bat this morning: it was thoui, .6 „ 

Ld been reached by which Cabinet would remain U bdoi*; 7“*!* , i,Vn 

Sahri would take the Interior and Kfr.tebi the Finance, while AUdul Uamid 

Suleiman would become Minister without p(|-tlolio. _A f m , 

2. Amin Osman telephoned tills evening to my Ilia lie had .» message . 
me from Muhamed Mahmud, given in (he presence of Ahmed Mnhei. <id w 
Ito latter's Messing. I instructed oriental secretary to 
emnhasising that we wore keeping out of the present internal (iolilu-.il mnfii 
P The message was to the effect that; (!) The Liberals and baadiste weic not 
going to remain in the present Cabinet; (2).Hatssan tttbn. il he wtshw o rema n 
is Premier, will have to face Parliament without the support «t the l«‘> majont. 1 ! 
parties. K he gets a vote of no confidence lie will be lietweeu the iillernatncs 
«.) dissolving I’arliamcnt and having new election within the prescribed pet tod. 

or (h) dissolvinlParliainent and gotferning without it . , this 

■i ti, C \ feci he might have the support of the King m (b), and that In- 
would fir a very serious state of affairs in which the endiassv would he l| e:i tug 
with n I’rrmibr whose position would bp wneonstituhon^.. ^S.-jggP*^ 
apparently is Lliitl we would thus atlract the opposition of both Liberals and 

S! " K 4 8ta 'Amin Osman gathered that be was eup|te^ lo hint that a word from 
iis, to ] Lassail Sabih would prevenl him lt'om crnharktpg on f«). . 

5 The oriental ^ecretarv \WiQ& Hial \ luul \mn carefully keeping Ottt 
of the preset polHieal conflict: ami that he could only convey message to me* 

6 I have seiit Amin Osman reply that [ am not prepared tq raocliiy attitiide 
which I have adopted of refraining' from 1 uterici-cncc m this internal ppliticnl 

(onllkl. ^ ^ face of il ibis message would seem to be an altempl lotidisl oui 
sumtioil for evicting Hnsann Sabri But quite apart from 11ml, il is nm m 
present any of our Mainer, Hassan Safari will doubtless consult me it be wishes 

l o do so. 


J 1096 02/MM 


No, 117, 


Sir M, Lfiwpmn to Viscount tinUhs r.— Srplrmfuir 4.) 

Seirajhie.) t'o-iro. Srpts^r^ #40. 

^IdpTpublished’This nairuing appointing llaWm 8a iri Minister of 
Interior in fitldiiion to Foreign Affairs; Nokraslii, Finance; Abdel Hamid 
Sulyman. Minister without Portfolio. Crista is thus ended. 


IJ 1949/92/16] So. II s - 

Sir il. Lrmfson lo Viscount 11 al t f ur--(Rccri nil September H.) 

(TeiegSue.) Cai ™> 7 - 

WEEKL 


(‘tiiro, Srptemhrr 7. 19411 


WEEKLY fppreciation 
Results of recent political crisis may |l c suimnanfiad as loKowa:- 

M Set-back of Stuidisls, who th bough tbeir campaign for Fjgyptiafl 
participation in the war hml hoped to reelin' Ahmed Muher t Monet. 
((,) A further weakening of Liberals through growth of internal mtrtgwea 
and divisions. 

f 2-2fil)2j ' 4 











(r;} A moral sLengthening of Waft] whose consistent alt itude has encouraged 
the belief among lhe Egyptian public that its return to power is 
brought nearer ns a result of the fast two crises, 

(ti) A momentary increase in personal prestige of Hasson Sa.bri, who can t 
libwever, no louder count on Sa&dists and Liberals who dominate 
Parliament, anti has not yet been able to come io terms with the WafdL 
He is, therefore, at present largely dependent on the King's support 
and I lie knowledge that be gets on well with us, 

(<?) Continued predominance of the Enlace, whieh is for the moment showing 
more moderaHon anti friendliness to us, in the use of its power, 
possibly with a view to marking time until prospects of an Axis attack 
on Egypt became clearer. Further considerable strengthening of our 
military position in Egypt should tend to accentuate this improvement 
an the Palace altitude, 

o Palace phived a much more wholesome idle during recent Cabinet 
reshuffle, during whidi King Farbuk preserved most correct and helpful attitude 
towards his Prime Minister, 

3 Idn for the fact that Prime Minister still lacks the backing of any big 
political party, situation appears to me not nnsai isfaetory, At the back of it all 
is ,i general .sense of relief that relations with us are now restored to a position of 
mutual col did euve. Quite apart from local politics and a growing confidence in 
our ultimate ability to win the war, purchase of .cotton omp has without doubt 
had a profound influence. 


|J 1939/23/16] No. 119. 

Sir If, Lampoon to I isr.ontif If tilt far. — (Rrceint'd September 12.) 

(No. 820 E.) 

My Lord, Cairo t Au-guat 14, 1940. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 828 E. of the 5th July, 1939, I have 
l he honour to report that effect has now been given to the agreement between the 
Egyptian Government and the National Bank of Egypt by the promulgation of a 
decree, dated the 8 th August,, modifying; the statutes of the bank, and of a law 
(So 66 of 1949) extended jihe bank-s privilege of issuing- bank-notes for a period 
of forty years from the 12th August. 1940. A copy of the supplement to the 
Officitti Journal, No. 13)8 of the 12th August, containing the texts of these enact 
incuts is enclosed with t his despatch^ 1 ) The decile, the law, and letters exchanged 
in March 1939, between tin: Government and the bank, together constitute the 
bank's new charter. 

2. Ie will be recalled (hat the original charter of the bank was for fifty 
years levminating in 1948. Informal conversations regarding its renewal were 
begun as far back as 1933, Imi proceeded slowly, and wore suspended when the 
Wal'd came into office in 1936. When Ahmed Maher Pasha became Minister of 
Finn nee negotiations were resumed , and in March 1939 the Govern meet t die red 
terms whi'.'h Sir Edward Cook felt able to put before bis Board of Directors, ami 
which have now beau reproduced, prrtei. iuafly unchanged. in L-he new leg is bit ion, 

3, i'In* opinion of the board on the Government's proposals was by no means 
Lilianimmis. ! hey were hotly opposed by .Sir Otto Xiemeyer. Sir Bert mm Hornsby 
and Sir Henry Barker, all of whom subsequently resigned But Sir Edward ( look 
lurried the majority of his directors with him, after which he had no difficulty 
in getting the proposals approved hy an extraordinary general meeting of the 
shareholders held on the 27ih dime, 1939. 

4 H then only remained for the Government; to give effect to their own 
proposal^ and ii was assumed that tins would be done during the autumn of 
1939, bni Alv Maher Baslia appeared to be nervous nf Wufdist opposition in the 
Senato, and it was left for flussan Salary Pasha to steer the agreement through 
its last stage, in the meantime, the prolonged uncertainly regarding the future 
of the bank bad become a source of anxiety to Sir Edward Hook, and be had 
invited his hoard to consider the advisability of calling an fitraordinary meeting 
nf the shareholders with the object of getting them to withdraw their acceptance 
of the Government's proposals, 


p) Nf>l printvd 



seven years' notice at any lime alter 1W4B, tims reducing wte rerun i,y ui wmmib 
of the nank from forty to fifteen years. When it was explained to the, commission 
that there would be no chance of getting the bank to agree to tliijs modification 
they decided to recommend the Sen ate to reject t% draft law. 

6. The report of the debate which took place in the Senate on the 31st July 
is transmitted herewith.C) The passage of ihe law by 90 votes to 40, after its 
rejection by the Finance Commission, was something of a triumph for 
Hasaan Sahrv Pacha. 

7. The future of the National Bank of Egypt is now assured till 1989, but 
tls position as a Central Haul-; will not be finally eatablihed till a general banking 
] a w has been promulgated. It is understood (hut a draft of this law has already 
been prepared, but tliai it wilt require extensive revision before it can he presented 
to Parliament. 

R A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Depart men t of Overseas 
Trade. 


jj 1949/92/16] No. 120. 

Sir .IT fttyiipwa to Viscount. Unlifar,—(Receined SrjdFmhrr 15.) 

(No. 1092.) 

(Telegraphic,) (tairo, September 14, 1940. 

WEEKLY appreciation, 

Reports run that King Farouk. cm I be advice of All Mah.nr, is desirous <>( 
keeping Hasanu Sabri in power for the present owing to fears chat Ids fall might 
involve either a return of ihe Wald, to which both His Majesty ant! Ali Matter 
are strongly opposed, or n Hremiei in Ahmed Maher, to whose policy (entry into 
war) they are also opposed as equally i hey are to nnv policy provocat ive r o Italians. 

2. Liberals seemingly share these Views and fears; and with I he exception 
of a few intrigues are also desirous of keeping Hassan Sabri in office for the 

moment. . k 

3. W.tfd are understood tn he not ;i( all anxious lo assume any responsibility 
of Government in the present critical intermit ini ml si Mint ion when at any lime 
grave decisions may have to be taken w hich might displease either Egyptian public 
”ot vet prepared for a slrungei po!ie> against the Italians, nr ourselves, h is 
possible, therefore. I hat the Wafd indy not force the pave as regards opposition 
h> Hassail Sabri until military prospects become clearer. 

4. Bnndists are disgruntled and may try to undermine Qgssfln Sabri, but 
without allies their task will be difficult. 

fi Although there is thus no great lability in the present regime, Dine and 
success may decide in favour of Hassim Sabri remaining in power, winch is to 

our interest in ..iremnstn lives. He remains stminehlv Kyal to us. find Lhe 

Pahu-t' is for the time being showing no disposition to upset (lungs. 












war. while the Prime Minister maintains Py to *4g# {jggg 

as they *re without a declaration of wart n centres and more [gifinip. 

fostered by the Italian radio, that limbing «* }'‘®V {h "' A"! {* \ J mrricipate 
undeevplienibli'| object will not take:plaee p r?iig a * '' Minister and 
■ , lh - \ vu . Dik'ii^iims vestcrday m t abinwl between 3 1 '" |Lme 

Saadiiito failed to reavh «n agreement anti *1 

o There has also been a movement lot the (.t inman . „,„w ruble 

OH, i'undnrcl IIiis JuU probably to mbifcing ... view ot undesirable 

questions which might be ashed by members. 


| J 1901/82/18] No. m - 

Sir M. UmfM« to Vm-omH i!olih'.r.^{H»<rirr t l Stptemter 22.) 

(No 1153) Cutup, Septmbrr 21. 1940. 

4 * THE political siluaLioii lias mice mem- become obscure, {J, 

Italian iuvasi.m, Ahmed ,ed Saadmt ** *$*,■*$» §gS This 

Xokrashi are pressing Prime M.nmter lor aorne l.m djLl««Mon ^ 

the Prime Minister has so far refused to ■ii'e, mn r n 'J:i,ke at present 
are satisfied with wlmi he is doing, and tlm! tl would be .1 «ww I 

' OS< 2. 'A split thus threatens ml a pni-lieilhir 1 '' niilKirrassi.ig 
Saadists haw in fad been pressing almost violently for l-t.M" • 

" ,l ^ meeting of the Service Chief* to night. 

agreed (see my telegram No. lliM that 

Sts on the population that cannot be foreseen ^ 

1 should see Prime Minister and 

il'l.ii'iei i‘d whi n defending tlieir couillrv, luiturally resist; cum ictiun that ■ 
A K.'vuL would he ill wluit would, ill fact, amount to a state of 
dash ’.hat order# awonlinglv had already been issued to 

vvur with IUiiy and make ^ absblutelj clear once more: 

(if Th-it ! ;l 'wus in no sens® intervening in internal politics, tot mtly '>lienui; 
fi iendlv counsel and (2) that questions of war or no war must remain a mattei 
•or unfi'llcivd decision ot Egypt herself as we bad consistently maintained.g 
o S Minister was not receptive in my suggestions, t was a quest on 
„f revolt a'oii usl bis authority as Prime Minister. Either bMfto.modjtoto 
u ft 'himRAtf must resign. He iaured me confidently that he could 
m SStff & Saadis wei,t hb position and h» atail.gj 

' .Wwmild be enhanced llo might coiicmvnhly turn to MMdists. He did 
'\ 1-1 Lav the view of tin- K mg. bin lie Wfta adrtmwit that he would not bfc delated 
kv kia Saadist colleagues. He )iccnme quite fiery. and it was with considerable 
SifeJK to T^Sia^pt mvoJ phonal note [pup und w ^rito| 

, 1 ; i had V-emd to him in order to give it a hirljiei thought Whip 

Li . this morning. 1 asked him whether it would benefit if 1 saw 

\[ 'i'lnem and tried getting pressure from Hun quarter oiv the Saadi sis. but he 

wony and Umi to knew how to deaf withmdisciplito. lie seemed to suspect at 




one moment that f had been in touch with Sait dials, which i assured him was 
untrue. 

6, Whilst [group t mdecypbe rubleI believe no doubt. $ A Adis Is sire quite 
genuine in their desire to take'a more nob In attitude Lowards the defence of their 
country, there can lie no doubt whatevei 1 that local politics jijkI their desire [o 
supplant Hassa-n Habri plaj- a very large part m their at.t.iludc - this has made it 
H'ldilioiiaNy tiiilicull for me in playing hand And T have huaiLatent for obvious 
reasons, dirccliy to 1’Hour cold water on the Saadisl drive; for us to he quoted uf 
iiiitCQiir&frintf a drive to support us more openly would place us in a false position 
with Egy ptian public. Moreover, the views of High Command may change and 
we may later want formal entry into the war of Egypt. At present we aro getting 
our military rcqniremetit.s from her, whilst Cairo is still imnume from Italian 
air attack. 


[J 1987/92/16] Xo. m. 

Sir J/. Lampoon to Viscount —(Rectired September 22.) 


(No. 1155.) 

(Telegraphic.) C'oifo, Septpmbcr 21. 1040. 

MY telegram No, 1153, 

Saadist Mihisterk have tendered Iheir resignal ion owing t&‘ the refund of 
the Prime Minister in make any riechiraiinn regarding Egyplian participation in 
the war, 

(En rt fir.) Uoynl rescript is npticaring (n-nighl maintaining present 
Cabinet, with following modifications: Abdul Hamid Suleyman becomes 
Minister of FiiNUKif, Kalih Sand Minister of Commercf. Alidul Meguid Ibmliim 
Minister of Supplies. Hussein Sirvi Minister of ('bmnumi tat ions as well ns 
Public Works. (End of m tlair.) 
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Sit I/. Lampson to Viscottftt Ihrfifiu [ffowieM Septrtnbrt 2b>j 
(No, llhEi.) 

'Telegraphic,) Cuii% September ^4. 1940, 

1 HOPE your Lords! i ip approves of 11 to line 1 have been taking at the desire 
of ilie High Command over most recent polil leal events here, which l have found 
unusually perplexing. Ii seems anomalous and embarrassing not to encourage 
party (Saadists) prestige, to extent of leaving otlicc. for entry of Egypt into the 
war at our side: against that it is against common sense to encourage something 
our own High Command definitely do not want and which they think might have 
materia] disadvantages, 

2. If 1 were quite certain of Lhe good faith of the Cal ace and that the 
Crime Minister can, in ease of need, successfully stand up to Kin^ Farouk and 
give us what, we want, including, if and when'ihe limes comes, Inal our High 
Coimnand do want entry of Egypt into iho war. 1' should be happier in mind. 
For I am uul entirely convinced that when Lhe moment arrives we shall find (hat 
even (he I 1 ', gyp Han mobile force will act in accordance with lhe orders of General 
Ollicor Commanding in-Chief British Troops in Egypt. 

3. Meantime.’the longer this period of indecision lasts, dearly (he greater 
the opportunity for fifth columnists and men like Sidki to sow discord and doubt 
This angle was full) considered in contmlintton with Service Commanders on 
20th September, On balance., I agreed with them that \ should limit rny action 
in jUiempl to prevent the remginition of Smulisis, an attempt which, as your 
t lOi'da 1 1 i p k now it, fa i le< 1. 

4. Looking hack, 1 am sure now that the Prime Minister was determined 
to gel Saadi Sts out and that the King was behind him in lids. The logical result 
seems (o he tluit the Prime Minister'will he more and more dependent upon the 
Palace. Whether the Prime Minister is not slightly gravitating towards' the 
Palace I cannot say, To me lie seems quite sincere, and his attitude (to me) in 












m 


regard to the Palace is thm the King is showing decided signs at improvement 
as a result of his Excellency's standing up to him. Others perhaps less jmive 
than myself, consider Hassan Sabri as already won over to the 1 ataje: m jgnj 
line is, as usual, to take people as they show themselves and to trusl them Oil tne> 
let me down. Kashin Sabvi has so far shown no sign whatever oi doing so: 
quite the contrary. 


[J 1991/92/16] No. 126, 

Sir M Lamp ton to Viscount Halifax* — (R&oei red September 25.) 

(No, 1168.) . . liwn 

(Telegraphic.) L.aJro. S&pttijfifafii 24. 194 - 

PRIM F Minister, when I 3iw him this morning, seemed well satisfied with 
internal developments. The ftaadist* bad made things easy lor him by resigning 
—and he was gra tefnl to them, ns he won 3d other wise have been constrained to 
pul them out. His Excellency had been careful at ..fateful < nbinel meeting. to 
iTfjl the consent of all members of 1 lie Cabinet to an immediate increase oi *.ib 
men to the Egyptian army. Tliis lie had done purposely, to show the country 
ihbiE. he was in largest in his ddtei'minalion to act when the right time came. 

2. His tvs cel lei icy claimed that he now had the whole Kgyplnm people 
behind him. mid that this purging of his Cabinet had strengthened his position 
3 I salt! that l was Mad to bear that, and bis Excellency must he the best 
judge. But 1 would be frank ! always had a misgiving that when the time tor 
action came wo should be faced with trouble from she Bat nee. V\ ns bis Excellent. y 

enav in his mind on that score? „ . 

' 4. The Prime Minister replied that he was not disturbed. King Tftrouk 
now regarded him. H assail SahrL as the man who liad saved the situation and 
even his throne. In the lass two Cabinet reshuffles the King's attitude had been 
above reproach Bui if when [he time came the King was recalcitrant he, 
Hasskin Subri would without hesitation invite Ills Majesty al once to leave the 
country, That, ns his KxccHeney remarked with a smile, would be much better 
[ban run having to do so. A sen l i me n I which I naturally endorsed, 

5, [ can only record once move that 1 believe Hassau Sabri remains perfectly 

sincere towards us. Whether he will be able to stay the course remains a niattei 1 
of opinion. 


[J 2017/2004/161 No, 126. 

lisromt lifilifaj to Kir . 1 /, Lampoon {Cairo), 

(iSn. 493.) 

$i Tf Foreign Office f September 27 1 1940. 

1 ASKED the Egyptian Ambassador to call to nee me this afternoon us 1 had 
reason to believe that'he was u good deal perturbed by the events at Dakar, and 
I was noxious to prevent him translating tins perturbation either into his reports 

or conversations with others. ( , 

2, I began by asking the Ambassador bis judgifent of the recent ( abinet 

changes in Egypt. 'These, lie said, bud been entirely a matter of internal Egyptian 
politics : there was no difference of opinion in any responsible Egyptian quarter 
as Pi i be necessity of lighting the Italians; they all would light the Hal inns; the 
only ouestion was when and how war shook! \w declared. It was suggested in 
soiiiu quarters Hint just us wc tisuJ raided into llaliun jf 1 so tlio l iri Luis 

WSFS now raiding into Egyptian territory. But on the nmin issue of the willing¬ 
ness of the. Egyptians to fight Italy, we need not have the slightest anxiety. _ 

3. His Excellency then proceeded to develop his view of what seemed likely 
to be the course of future events. Tic did not believe fifjat Hitler would invade 
England, or if he did that he would achieve any success. Nor did he believe 
lhai the invasion of Egypt from the west would he successful, ant! yet it was 
certain that Hit tor, wltli a large army unemployed, could not and would not sit 
down and do nothing. He would, therefore, come down the other way. By this 
be said he did not mean Spain, but the way of the Balkans, Turkey, Syria and 
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Palestine. It was, therefore, In the Ambassador's view, of i lie utmost importance 
that we should do everything in our power to use the time available to u,s in 
strengthening our position in the Middle East. This was* of course, a question of 
equipment: aeroplanes and tanks. Men wo could no doubt produce in plenty 
from India, who would lie glad enough to light Italy; He had no doubt that, this 
country would win the war, but only on Lite condition that we could maintain an 
effective blockade. Once our blockade was broken—and it would be if the Suez 
Canal went—the situation would be radically altered. 

4. I assured his Excellency that we were fully alive lo the force of the 
argument that he had put before me. Scarcely a Jay passed that these matters 
were not under close consideration, and we had done and were doing a great 
deal for tile reinforcement of the position in Egypt. 1 could assure bins that we 
should continue every ebon to increase our strength there that was eorljistent 
with the vital mu in ten mice of our security in this country- on which everything 
else ultimately depended. The Ambassador spoke throughout tins part of our 
conversation with the ultmost emphasis and had some useful observations to 
make upon the possibility of d ewe loping our broadcasts for North Africa. 
I suggested that it might be helpful if he spoke to the Minister of In fori nation 
on this subject, and l promised to mention the suggestion to him. 

5. ! went on to tell the Ambassador that it was precisely the considerations 
oil which he had laid such stress that had led the. Cabinet, once it was clear that 
the anticipations on which we had supported General de Gaulle’s attempt at 
Dakar were proved ill-founded, to decide to avoid a dispersion of effort by 
engaging in whfU might well have heroine a major operation of war, Wo wished 
to eonccntrale cmr strength as far as possible in the vital theatres, and. however 
much Dakar might be a matter for regret, 1 had_no doubt whatever in my own 
mind that the decision to break uflf the attempt without further delay was right.. 
To this the Ambassador readily assumed and. indeed, did not seem to be unduly 
deputed by what had passed. He thought it very diffkadi jo anticipate what 
would be the immediateefect qii the attitude of the Frtmeli, cither in Metropolitan 
France or in the Colonial Empire, But he fell very certain that the more the 
Vichy Govern men l endeavoured to proscribe, punish and perhaps execute 
sympathisers with de Gaulle in France, the more French opinion would swing 
against such action, which they would feel to lie dictated by the Germans The 
French people were very different from the German people. If you executed 
a thousand Germans, the rest of tlic people became very quiet. The French had 
much more of the southern temperament and could maintain a vendclhi. He 
scorned to have little doubt that the influence of the Ueifajaii occupation would, in 
spite of everything that had pasted, more and more produce ant i German feeling 
in France and outside. 

I mm fc 

HALIFAX 


fj 2012/54/10] No. 127. 

Sir Xf. Latmjwan to I-’mpohni ttaliftu ;,— [/fm-in-tf September iift.i 
[No. 087p 

Sfy Lord, Cutry, li, (Tin. 

With rtdomiet 1 In Mr. Norton's stall E-oMcni] lotlcr of the 
[tut.1 1 April, J have the honour to transmit hinvvdlli tin? draft of it 
short report on Eta 1 at! mb iiRt rat bn. finance and. eondit ion^ of ri r 
Sudan in 11939 whiub flic (lovuruoMk'iieriil propels tu forward lo 
line Prime Minister of E^ypt for Un> iufoni nation oi the F'^ypliivti 
Uownmu-iit us slipuluted iii (he treaty, 

ii. 1 hoc no object ion lo tin- i-om mimical ion of thi* report to I In- 
Egyptian GtmantiouU, uml I should he idml to Intua whether your 
Lordship roucum in thin view, t am litre mnsultsn^ the t'Diuimuidei - 
in-cllief, Middle Must, 

I have, Ae. 

MILLS W. bAMFHON. 














Eutdosuru iti No, t-2", 

Govertwr-G^n'ml of the Svdti-n lo His Majesty a Ambassador 

at Gain*?, 

fNo, SS.i 

g] Vi Khartum, August L5 S tfMO, 

' I have tlif honour lo refer io your Exeelleneys private let lev 
of the 21 at Hay about the. Sudan Annual He^rt, 

In accordance with the instructions contain mI therein. I attach 
ihe draft of a very abort report on tlm administration of the Anilan 
during J 11 af>, which, with your Excellency^ concurrency 1 WQ««J 
propose to so|g to his Excellency Aw President of I he Council of 
Mtoi&tors in Cairo. j ^ave. 

g” S, SYMES, 

Governor'Genera! of .Stcdan. 


fluport by thv GovirmorMteneral on the Administration. Fertanees and 
Conditions of the Sudan fu ] SUtS^ 

[n a world pr&occupiud? in the uneaay intei'ludo to I lowing the 
Munich aeitlement, with ranruifctnunt and preparation for war, it was 
not. to hr expected that there would he any marked auvinire in 
matorisil prosperity or am startling revival of peaceful Hading eon 
tiUkms. SeveriheleBs a smtisfaetory level of ^general prosperity wan 
maintained and steady ptnflrm emit toned in the uomsolidat.iou of 
tlie odutintalrativo structure of (he country. When war finally broke 
out in September tlni rea^nse both of the conn non people at id of 
Ilnur tribal and religious leiidei-H was unanimous. Grateful as they 
me for forty years of peaceful progress under the '. cmdoniSinuto 
Government', the longest period of general peace that they have aver 
known, and with a rojimrkahly widespread understanding of the 
ideals of freedom and justice by which that Government is Inspired, 
they rallied anhSHLlatingfy to its support. Both by letter and in 
iay tours round the? country I received personal agButaitocs of support 
mid loyalty from tribal leattors while admiiiwtralivo. oilWers every, 
where reported that great und KtC-iill were filled with confidence in 
tlie rightness of the cause for winch the British peoples had taken 
l( p amis and in its eventual triumph. The same can bo said of the 
educated Musses, whose nusami nationalism had sometimes expressed 
itself in impatience with t)l criticism of Government policy tint who, 
in ilic column8 of the inieeusored vornmuilav press, mode it 
abundant! v clear that enemy propaganda would find in llm Bud an an 
un fe uit f ut Held. A11 sect io tis of 11m populiii ton rulhed a pot itut fet msU 
and with irnlbueiasm to the Clover lime m war effort. 

2, Despite the unseltfed world conditions the limmeiul results 
tjf the year were no! unsa I is Factory. Cgrienllurd production was 
op the whole good ami although the price level of Lite primlpsl 
eyjhjrls remained low during the greater |'iirt «>S the yenr. gum 
and cotton valutas later im-roucd appreciably. 

y. With revenue estimated at JCE,4,(JlthtKi2 and expenditure at 
XH.I .HtM.uKi there was. a prospective deficit of £E ,24ft dJG4 for Ubltt, 
Itj the final uccountB mveniit 1 rauie to El'ItoyftBB.Tdij and expend i I art? 
to i!Ti.4 r 851<),,87l thus providing u surplus Of .£M.lO'3 J 8fM for general 
reserve. Thin atttiafaKory result was due mainly lo improvement’: 
in I he revenue receipts. The in inn it erne m which receipt h exeuCtied 
the Asti mates were Gnaira cotton safes, customs duties, ihy nah of 
sugar, and royalties. Thu contribution of (he Sudan railways to 
general revenues wa# JGJ'h 502,01.10 after appropriating £ll llfel,482 for 
the railway a debt service and reserves. As a result of clowj control and 
constant vigilance, especially after the outbreak of w^-, expenditure 
eXiiuudtid the total budgetary provision by u margin of only iSM.25.411-1 
notwithstanding the necessity for meeting the cost of omnrganay 
expenditure and of additional control and co-ordination intwaun■« 
arising oat of the ^^ai'. 

■h A mil able event of the year was Urn repayment of tin 
ih‘4 per mu, Sudan Guaranteed Loam The amount repaid was 
of which part was met from Government reserves and 
part from the prenveds uF a now JS2,0 WM»hj pur rent. Guaranteed 
Loan issued at 87. The resultH of this operation are a not budgetary 
saving of TE.202TKHJ a year fell' the next twenty years, ami u 
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reduction of £rh&»2S9,m ov^r 24 per cent, of the total market 
debt of (ho Sudjffi. 

f>. For lum tli^ total revenue est is nates amount to .EE. 4,225,17 5 
and with L'Kpcndltme calculated at £EeEo22.27^ the anticipated 
deficit is EE.207 4f)ih On the revenue side reductions hi the 
estimates for euhtoirss vcuoijitB and augur profits Art 1 rospOflsibfe for 
nearly loth the dec cease, but the ebief loss to the butlgot is the willi- 
drawal of snuthei' installuoni of the cash subvention from i ho 
Egyptian GovertnuenL In 1(105) £K.312,J>00 was received under ibis 
head, bat for lS>4(t the figure will In? £E. L72 n 5fMt. On ‘ins other IsanLi 
[he SBtimatW receipt from Go Kim cotton hits been int'svHsyd. while 
allow hill:* 1 has UeS'i imuie ior i In payment by the railways of 
JEE.OS.CK10 in respect of interest on tidvan-rs by the Central Govern* 
meni, whoso budget which alone has home Gil brunt of the with¬ 
drawal of the Egypt tit i stibvcntion i-a i m> lotiger afford fo eonlitine 1 
this assist ante, 

0. The total of 'he expenditure estimates for 1&4H is £E.843>IU1 
less lium iri 1£);1SJ, The main contrihuLing i.- m is a net deurflftM 
of Jtl'1.211j.Sl-12 in the cost of the dubs service. In order to ensure 
thu orderly planning and smooth progress of cel lain public works 
sueh hr civil buildings, roads and proviniciat water supplies the 
procedure luts Inien ititro|u|gd of dealing with tlieui outside the main 
budget by means of appropriation accounts wducli arc to be fed from 
tin 1 annual budge!, fund measures have linen luken this year io siavt 
the approprialiun scoounto in credit, h spite of wartime demands 
ami coinmitmento flic programme of odiicatioutil expansion h being 

... With current expenditure til Elh227,6^11 mtd il provision 

tor capital expenditure of E E. J fill f TOO rmnpAred willi £K.t 00,372 
and .£Tb 5H.14H re-Hjicctively in I!J:1U the half.way point in the ton- 
year fiLogmLnme has ahuost been readied in the fourth year. 

7. As was to hi' exported trade Hgttros showed a further recession 
from tile record figure achieved in I5UJ7, and An-, total value of the 
country "ft external trade was TE. IS .thiH.ikafi compared with 
J&E. 12,238,000 in rhe previous year. Tliere was a decrease of 
^E,847 h yt)8 m i lie total v&hn- nf public and Government import a 
though (iovermiiunt imports wi-n slightiy higiier (him h l&SB. 
Imports from Iilgypt increased hi value by .Ei'hSfjO.Ottfh l'Jx|iort3 
decreased liy .d'hl22,i527 or 2-2 ]u-r cent. Tine average unit export 
vaiLialions showed little change. oxce[?t in lht> case of a few com- 
modi ties. 

8. Tin - outbreak of war and ilic disorganisaiiou of shipping which 
it caused resulted ic gome diminution in tin volume of trade. There 
were fortunately von heavy shipments of thy sen son’s col ton crop 
earlier 111 the your, so il decrease in ibis riX|Knrt whh to he expected, 
and the di'civiLsc in irnporis wiis parth due m i U 'hiVL'd arrivals. Ah 
ooneiidurable Hlin-ks lunl been laid in by lie Government and piddle 
before the war tin- i^duelmii of hI lipping calling at Fort Sudan did 
not result in any serious slmriugo of iinporti.’d (^mmoditi^. In orihu' 
to ensure lhal tin- aluHra id certain products esHOUtial lo tho needs 
l if [l:-L! uoitntrv fihoitld not he depleted, the schedule of commodities 
For which, Lilidel' existing fefjinlnlbin, im cxjhu'I li- eiu-e wita rcipiired 
was eonsidorubly tadavgcth lo tbu case of most of these prodnetn 
ii was found puHsibh to give n|n'ti geiu-rul licviu'cs anti the 
inter fere nvr with nun mil expun business was ^h;:liit. 

It, An i'hiiergL-iLL-y Supplies ComiiiLltec- was formed in dime, 
which after Lha outbreak of waV wmlh reconstituted as the Sudan 
lie sources Hoard. This Board han already done much useful Work 
in investigating the manner in which tin! resources of the Sudan can 
best be utilised for the ImuilTu of the Sudan itself, of Kgypi. and 
tins United Kingdom, mid in which (he necessary 'utppUes tor the 
Sudan eon be ensured. Tin- Sudan ('biiinbor of i’oinntoree has given 
valuable aBsiatance to the (hnvriinuml in t[iieHtioiia ni price fixing 
and other mat tern, 

in. The results of the country's agriculture during the year were 
satisfactory, Although the rains were father late in Hlarlnig, they 
were in most, pianos heft vim than usual, and rain crops, except in n 
few hicks, were goml. The yields el dum and dukhn wm* Idgh and 
the (topic's iLiuiii food supply was well ussureth T'hc Nile Flood, 
however, was jioor. ilic level being ovei h metro lower ihun the 
previous year and tin- cultivation of river land and of bindnti in the 
Northern Province an He rod proportion Kiel s . though sum, relief was 
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afforded bv fin increase in the area of pump irrigation and by the 
bringing \mk into us# of a largo uimife-r of abandoned an gift wheels. 
Considerable preparations had been nwds throughout the country 
for the destruction of locust lioppw but the threatened invasion 
was. lighter than had boon expected and damage was comparatively 

alight, , , , 

1L The tola] C6ttoll yield came to 1,260,985 kantara of swod 
cotton, a figure slightly lower than that of the previous year. All 
Government cotton was offered for sale ul I'orl Sudan and. with the 
exception of a tew hales subsequently sent to Kiiglsml for sb.1l 1 , was 
disposed of at prices a little higher ihan those ot 1988 , lu apitc of 
unfavourable eondilions during I bo sowing season llic Go ill ra oixjp 
wtss agairi good with un average yield of 4 l A 5 kanturs to the feddan 
and a high ginning out-turn was obtained. The Tokor delta benefited 
from a very good flood in LOSS and both the quantity and quality of 
ilia cotton produced were eminently satisfactory. I 1 or the first lime 
a proportion of the crop was trun6||jrt$d to the ginneries by motor 
lorricH. in the Gash I he 3988 flood was uneven and high spates 
caused much trouble by breaming banka. As n result a certain 
amount of land had to be sown which was not due for inclusion 
in the normal watering programme. The ntjp, winch waif fair, 
suffered more severely than usual from pests. Hum grown cotton 
in the Southern 1 Winces produced a slightly lower yield than in 
the previous season, 

12 , Progress was made in the White Nile Alternative Livelihood 
schemes for the benefit oF cultivators whose interests suffered with 
the building of the .Tobol Aulia Darn, Not only were su'ecesshii 
casli crops grown but large areas were sown with food and fodder 
crops and a good start was made with the planting of vegetable 
gardens, The (rulth-ii lion sheikhs are inking n growing share in the 
administration of the schemes. In t lie Nuba Moitnfahis |lI| d hi (he 
Southern Provinces thy Department of Agriculture eontauiied Io run 
■expurkiivnUl and demonriroiion farms, and intensified its policy of 
assistance to the growing of improved subsistence crops for the 
unsophisticated inhabitants of these ureas, hi 'Kfiarl uni i In- students 
of the new post Secondary School of Agriculture completed their first 
group of examinations, 

HI. Thu Agricultural bfescarrh Institute continued its investiga¬ 
tional and expoximental work, both at tlie rc^nrch farm in Wad 
Me dash and through its officers in 1 Ilc field. The collect ion of rlattsr 
about the local incidence of cotton disease's, the migration of locusts 
and their deal me Mon. the examination of toil samples and the effects 
of choinical manures, un cuological survey in Kqualoris Province mid 
experiment s in tlie growing mid preparation of cassava were among 
iIk- many useful activities in which the institute was engaged. 

M, The incidence of disease among the country’s animals was 
not unduly heavy. Cattle plague was benign (hough widespread, bin 
contagious bovine pleuropneumonia decreased. Ml cut lb; diseases 
warn Buccee^ully excluded front the elm in of ns port quarantine parks. 
Horse sickness win* again mmimised by the muicessful adminiattation 
of neuro-vuedne. Tin improvement of live-stock in general was con* 
tinned through the policy of breeding from indigenous lypes ml her 
than by importing sires, 

15. The general state of public health in the country was satis¬ 
factory. Although relapsing fever and smallpox occurred sporadically 
in several provinces, there wi -13 nn eei'loue cpideiufe, An oxtehtfive 
cpidetiiie of eeri'liro-HpitJul inaoingitis oceuiried in Kquatoria Province, 
but new methods of treatment mi ligated its effects dramatically. 
Favourable cl i malic conditions resulted in a lower tn alar la incidence 
in the Northern Sudan during the second half of the year. 

Jl>. In lit 13 course of the year there were 105,108 hoHpital 
admissions, 7,1LDAiTfi attendances and 11,^58 operations were per- 
formed. The work carried out by hospitals and dispensaries io now 
becoming stabilised, A fiOO-lraddttl hospital is under racist met ion in 
Khartum and a new llO-ht-ddcd hospital at Kosf-i. Wlicn zlLL the 
buildings now approved are completed, the hoapilal and dispensary 
system will be adequate For the presuut require monte of the country. 
1'here are now to hospitals, H7- r . diapcmsijLriefi and (1.1:15 -equipped hods 
administered by the Sudan Medit’0,] Service. The schema for tin- 
rapid development of preventive medicine, begun lire years ago, in 
1 nuking i^oml progress. Ah a result of I ho efforts uf the 1 rained 


subordinate sanitary officiate throughout 1 1 n country the Rtandards of 
anti-nmlarial w r ork and, goners! mui Cation have improved steadily, 
mid village And rural water supplies. native housing and Nutrition 
have received careful cittern ion. J'he ophtbahnojogical depart idem 
continues to lie. fully employed, and there wore rirt-J in-patients and 
7-1,l>tl out-patiqnt nl tendances during I lie your, 

17. OF the epidemic diseases the moist tirnihleftomi van wrehre- 
fipinsl meningitis. There was ejetenHive npltlemie hi Lho Tdnj. Aw-ejl 
and Lakes l>ifltric-1.s 6f Kquatoriji Provim-e, in which '2 M2 cases wore 
reported wllh fiftfi deal ha, h was found jjnasihlo lo reduce J ln- 
mortalily efifed milly by the use- of di’iJga of I he aulphou ample group. 
There were l,0fKl eases of relapfliug fever with ST2 dealha. t\in slam 
vigilance. Wats necessary to prevent tins-disease reaching NpEdcinic pro¬ 
portions. Defeasing stations were oatahlishod on midfe routes across 
the Central Sudan, and in sill some Htfe'ibO porfeoiifl wci ■ dflouscd, 
Smallpox was h poredic. only, but over half a million ■.■m etnations were 
carried out. 

18, The LUitlcEiiiv (litie;L*es showed litlle change trem the figuvi's 
of the previous year, excepl rlial Iherc wa« ;i drofi in the iia-hfence 
of inalurin duf 1 to the low Nl!.- flood level and fb.- ]ighi rahia in the 
Northern Sutlait. "litis diseast; si ill remains lire- mtjst serious public 
healri problem in the country, [hough every year, with increase in 
etftlT tim'd improved methods, (h+- mnasiuvs liikei! agaEnst it becaint' 
more ciTeci iv»- r l! iia now possible tu preveni ilie extensive epidi'ihics 
which used to sweep rlimugh jiaiis. of tbe Northern Sudan with heavy 
loss of life, and io keep Ihe disease under opntrol in the urban and 
more populated areas. There was a alight inerense, wliicli has been 
noticeable for some years, in the tnbareiiloBin ligutva. The situntioEi 
as reganfe ibis disease will require careful atfeniion during Ihc nexi 
few years, 

]£j, fifteen medical students were under Framing at tlio 
Kitehener Sf J hool of Medicine, Sir Adolph Abrahams, O.H,lib, M,l>,. 
I'MlA.Mk. Dean nf the Westminster Hospital Medical School, the 
visitor fi]3]ri>inted by the Conjoint Ifeii]'.! of the lloyal College uf 
Dhysklima. [,ontlon, and ire Floya! College of Surgeons, England, 
preeided over the esainiiuHions, i'be Itdyat Coll- ges hav. now agreed 
rluU n graduate of ihc Khrhemw School who baa eoiupleled not less 
than two years' hospital experience subsequent to qualification, he 
ax#mpfed from the First Examination as id be admitted to ihe IGnal 
L.H.C.F. and M.R.C.S. Examination on completion of twelve 
juonthfi 1 practice in \i nicOf^iaed inedictil seltord and hospital in (hi. 
United Kingdom. They have also agreed that a graduate of the 
Kitchener School bo admissible In the? examinations for the severs] 
|jitjhI- graduate diptmiiiiK granted jointly by the itoyal Colleges on 
emnplving with the regulatioufi for admission to rliese I’-xamimitioris. 
"Hup normal programme nf lraining for post -gradual c students, 
aanitary offieers, dih]nuiRfWH, nurses msd mid wives, laboratory ihhI 
medical tiKaiafanfe wots euiTied out, Tlu Stack r^bomforivu lutd a 
busy year, both in the routine end respsirli rlcfiarlments. 

2ft. War-lime preotscttpalfens ami expenses have not been 
allowed to inlcLl'ere will, the steady progress in ihc implemciirnlion 
of lho comprehensive programme of eduentioiutl i:X|.ians3i)n ami reform 
based mi llm reconiinendatimiH eontuieu'd in lb. reporlH of Lord Dh' 
|,a Ware's t'ommiasiun and AH Hey 1.1 Garim, Work Ima atsrtud on 
1 he new aecondary school buildings at Wadi Heidim and ii is hoped 
that they will eom* 1 into eommissinn in ISH'l, tluiH making room for 
the students of llu- jx)sl-si‘i$S|dary nchoofe in the original Cordon 
Murnorial College building. 

21. At (be Gordon Memorial College a fiftl.unWr or the 

K-uduncse staff was appointed luior in charge of a Iiohrc, so ihac fiw 
of the six houses are now in eh urge of SndanuHi^ One liundrcd arad 
thirty now hoya were iH-iopied in January, bringing lho total hnuilmr 
of boys Io AI } in sixteen eLasaen. This year the wdiolo of the fourth 
year took the Camlwidge Bchool icrtilieole syllabus. The number 
of pupils attending the eleven inlemiedinte R'lnsda was 1,817- ’L'hren 
is a heavy demand for enln, lo tlfia typo of scliois! and plans haw 
been made for an ineruasa ixi I lie number id daasea and Liuprovemeiit 
in (he ay fifth hscp, The ini ski- into tbe first year oF the momentary 
Teacheru' Training College was nearly doubled arid llm Hjiufenlu now 
mnuber 11(5. The porsotl id genes’iil study has now been lengthened 
to four years end pupils do their year’s professional training in their 
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f,fll 5 ynrtr I'iftv-Eout- taatiher's attended vcfrrsher courae*, The 
number of bovs* olcmontarji 1 Bchoolft rt&nifthied af 100, bul the numb-pi 
of pupils increased by nearly 1.800* The at rang demand to all 
p j]'ov inocfl for loom l Ewhodii of (hie lype wbh (net by the opening of 
twenty-time new Hub-grade ifehoote. There were 120 boys under 
instruction in t]ie Omdnrnian Technical School und the rebuilding 
(]| 3 Lie 1 main premises and of nqw Rlore rooms and (.ilamaes was com¬ 
pleted tinting Iho y-rjir, Priwlieftlly 3 hr whole of I he building was 
clone by the boyn (bemeelvos. 

■2&.‘ T)i*. number of shidcnta in the Oil'll Training (College rw 
from gixry to eighty* The pqnReod output of imicuul landier^ 
enabled eight new elementary edioota to he opened and the staff to t t 
incrtlm in six others. The buildings for the first girls' intermediate 
school in l 1 ts■ Sudan wore wnipletod in Obidurman and ninny applied- 
lions for entry Linvf beeii jjroeeivnd. 

£s, There are now Heveiity-fiv* students in posj^pjjiondary 
schools. The School of Engineering. in ita flirt year in new pmnieea, 
ream i tad seven sliidenfs for a Miroo-ynsr coarse in surveying and the 
Sl'Iioo] of Science opened prc-pKifaB$pnal corns es for studenls who 
will .on to tiio W'liools of Medicine, Agriculture or Veterinary 
Srhum-. The m-w bnildingfi for the School of Agriculture at Shsmbal 
wore completed, 

iM. Iti tin ! - Southern Sudan the emphasis in the yoar’a work bus 
been laid on improved teaching mol hods. The staff of I lit- Cbmrb 
MiRsioimry Sorirty Ims been strengthened by the arrival of wvera! 
qualified educationalist and fivL memhere of (ho Verona l ulliers 
Mission are undergoing trail dug rowans in Knglami, The soniliorn 
inepoetitui staff hos also boen iucreasi’d. 

^5. In the internal admiuistration of the provinces the chief 
i vcjnl of the year was the put ling into operation of the (kirre L<wn1 
Government Ordinances whirl i wore promulgated in 11)87 and lUflfi 
sml which with Iin-ir regulations now form the statutory basis oF 
urban and rural local govern rurml. budor this legislation there is 
sufficient latitude for (lid adjustiiwnf of ftta.nrla.rd regulations to fit 
the. widely different local condil ions without mu ri living I he degree 
of utiiforiuiiy uace^ary for control and orderly development. Local 
Government in divided iiito ihrdti uedicnuaj Mimii'LjuMiries, Township’ 
und Rural Arens. Three Municipalities end twenty Townships have 
been I'niistkntnL Tim remainder of Urn country is divided into Rural 
Areas in thirty-two of which the heads of the principal native 
id mini glut tana have been »p] minted ae die Local Authorities under 
die Ordinance. Tlio jurisdiction of the native ocrarta is steadily 
moving from it tribal to u territorial basis m statutory local govern* 
menl develops, 

til’s. Infernal public tjeoimty remained good, There was a 
derrcnsi 1 of over ;l -l per cum. in the number of convictions for murder 
and a more Hum corresponding decrease in the number of persons 
pn whom the (loath penalty was carried out. The Toller. b’nrco gave 
saf is factory evidence of I heir ahilily to rope will) the morn 
sophisticated typos of crime which arc beginning to appear in the 
larger towns* The mure, credit is due to the Khartum force hi that 
I lie organisation of Air I tine] Precaution measures threw n grout deni 
of abnormal work on l heir Hhouldei'fl. In Elio provinces, itnirnn] theft 
and individual ligliin continue to form (lie bulk oi recorded crime. 
On three occasions only* in the western province of I hirfur. was 
it necessary for the civil police to use firearms in effecting caplines. 
r rlie only serious iribal unrest omtrred in ihe remote Kquatorifl 
Province * where the fr kindly reltilbna laboriously built, up between 
the Tapotba of (Vie Kastern Dielriet and the Turkana of Kenya wore 
rudely broken by n serins of raids in July in which the Turkana 
suffered heavy Itisisea. The raids were begun by the Italian blast 
African tallies of the Mu He and Nyiiigatoui and Ihoii settlemenE 
involved li conference between raprwuiiitivra of the three Govein- 
ments concerned. 

37 . I ciul safely conclude this r&port by Baying that as a mult 
of careful lnmhmdiu;' of tin 1 country's venourcCT and wise and 
bonuvolent ad mi nisi rat ion in past years the Sudan emered a second 
war period well provided in every material respect, with a public 
eng. for the common cause and prepared with culm and cotjlklence 
ttj make its willing ccrtitrilnitioii in ultimata victory. 


fj 1901/92/16] So. 128. 

Viscount iiaUffi.r tv Sir I/, latii'psm {Vtiiro). 

(No. 1019. SfefOrit.} 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September fflS. 1040. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. lim and 1108 and your personal telegram No. II m 
[oflSl&l and 24th Soptember: Political situation in Egypt]. 

1 appreciate that in i > rose ei t c ire\imstancos 1 tgypt-isui Tvinm Minister pitty 
well think it unwise to make a declaration of policy which might subject bun to 
immediate attack on the ground of prepipitatipg the country jnlo wnv. Eol it 
is difificu|t to rnsisi the impression that his handling of llie SandisU baa Lccn 
aomewhal peremptory, having regard to the gravity of (ho hour, As 1 see the 
position t not only has the measure of parliamentary s'uppori upon whicli the 
(Cabinet could reasonably count been reduced almost to vanishing [Joint, hm (sc<: 
paragraph 4 of your telegram No, 1108) there appears lo be every pnsstbiUty ol 
an intenial crisis, involving possibly the abdication of live Ring, coinciding vul.i 
(he opening of serious fight lug at the front, lliis would surely exert a nit>i 
unsctlling Liifinenoe upon publu opinion ns a moment when eoiificlencr : ri ihe 

trover nment would be most needed. . , 

2 In the light of the foregoing, and a§umiogynu agree, t led n would he 
useful for you to let the Prime Minister know that l am somewhai concerned over 
the apparent trend of political events in Cairo E u n lime when unity rather limn 

di^PBion should be the ordes’ of the ddj. . . 

:T J believe I am right in i limiting ilrni .some time has ehipred^siime you hail 
a. conversation of any scope with the King. Is would Ki of assistnnre il you 
could find a pretext for being received by the King, and thus ascertain how Urn 
Mai eat v views she silimiimi gnmrnlly. You slumhl emkmvinjy td draw him us 
much as you can, telegraphing your impressions fully and witlioul deliiv. 


[J 1218/Y9/16 | No. 1^0- 

Nir j/. kftmpaOH to Yiwoiuti flnlifaft ,—(teciycrf Octokr 3.) 

(No, 8811 E,) ^>i inm 

My Lord, Cfl 1 W* August 21,1 AH L 

WITH ie fere nee to your Lgrdsliipa eiretdav despatoh of the 7th March. 
1939 I hove the honour to transmit herewith still isties of t.[;c‘ Foreign 1nide eu 
I toi>t for the first six monllis of 1!)10, with oompamtiyfi fiffm'M lor Vm. 

a. The totifkl htttle (oxolutiiog IihLUoh an,8 spooie and re-exports) anionnieil 
to JSE. 13.771!,DUO, an inoroase of SK. !»,T6B,W(> over the l™“ ,T L\ 

Tha share of the United Kingdom in the total triple was th. H,-.10,000 Wo I 101 

eeit%,) compared with i'B. 10,16^.000 (30 par oanb.) in 1030, , 

3, Total imports in the period from January to .. 1940 won' valued at 

HID 20.'.100.0iM;, an inoroaae of about L' i ■ - - a) million over Hio samt 1 piaiod u 
1930, and exports amounted to £% U0.47IVODU, an in.™»' of ""«»«»• 

Tailing into aooount re-exporfe (£E. S4&.000 in 19 in and 11 ,. - 100 . 00(1 in 151301 
there was at the && of Juno 1040 an adverse visible, trade ^inee of 
£R, 1.47H.OOO as compared to n favourable balance of .f'E. JHu, Mi Puimg trie 

eorrespontling period of 1989, « , . . . t * j rtL , 

a The following table shows the irude balance he tween Egypt nnt har 

principal customers and suppliers at the 0 # of -luuc 1VM«. Emin this fcnhie it 
will be observ|d that the tmUn balance 111 favour of the ILured States of Atusncn 
rose to KE it^ihOOO f^E. 748,000 at the end of June 1AU), accounted for hv 
the i.mreimcd value of imports of motor vehicle. Iubrm;,tmg ml mid UTOU ^ 
steel, M ; that of Chile to JtK. 92240,0110 {MM, Wm at tlie ml of m., 1980) f 
ituo to large deliveriea of nitrate of soda; and that ol tnc Dutch East lm ic^ 
bo TE 1 olil 000 ( £13, Si ROOD at, the end of June H>89h duo to increased imporlM 
of raw sugar and kerosene* On the nthcr hand, the tredo balance hetv'een 
liWe and Egypt was favourable to the latter country by no loss than 
iE. 8,1811,900, due to heavy pure buses by France of raw cotton for war 
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purposes. Payment for ft considerable proportion of 

outstanding?— Balance hi fa, 

Country* °f HiWP L 

m, 

3,186,000 
1/236,000 
403,000 
249,000 
345,000 
192,000 
117,000 
217,000 
196,000 


France 

United Kingdom ... 

Palestine .. 

Spain 

Japan . 

tip— . 

Morocco 
China 
Syria 
Chile 

United States 
Dutch East Indies 
Belgium 
Rumania ..... 

Italy 

Netlie Hands 
Hungary ... 

British Malaya . 

Brazil 

Norway 

6. Exports to biro United Kingdom during thfi «rslt six ™“"^| 

1 S 40 wire valued at m7,786,01)0 (raw cotton /'"i f I, it.., 

“ 4 riSSk United States of America continue to i™™aso and 
K.S.Igd’y 7 per (^.1.196,1) in the cerres^ndtng pnnod 
° f T Kxports of raw eottor. Airing tire first six mot,tits of 1980 and 1M0 

wore as foliows__ 


1940— 

January to June 


1039— 

J anuary to Jitme 


Conn I r v 


illl. 

9,024,000 
3,486,000 
1 ,026,000 
908,000 
050,000 
443,000 
375,000 
300,000 
306,000 
191,000 
157,000 
86,000 
3UMW 


I'rJuiUftf- 

1,6151 .ecu 
031,000 
265,000 
26B&0Q 
157,000 
111,000 
101,000 
106,000 
@3,000 
50,(MHJ 
36,000 
22.000 
&.CHXJ 


3,075,000 
L ,472,000 
584,000 
804,000 
647,000 
315,000 
588,000 
205,000 
171,000 
154,000 
137,000 
111,000 
176,000 
1,328.000 
109,000 
200,000 


1,613, ooo 
560,000 
222,001! 
371,000 
227,000 
107,000 
201,000 
m,ooo 

77,000 
61,000 
62,000 
■19,000 
74.000 
SIJS.OOO 
76,000 
118.000 


United Kingdom 
Prance 

rt&iy 

j 

India. 

United WUIuh 

S%v it ^ u-rli a ri rt 
RmllUitnia,,, 
Chinn 

Hun pry ... 
liulgiups ... 
Sweden 
Spain 

Germany ,.. 

CKeplioBEOViikiii 

Poland 


Total (including giber 
eoentnea) ... 


14,283.000 
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8, There was a fall in the value of ex porta of oniony which amounted Lu 
m 470,20b in 1940, compared with 844800 in 1089, and in Unit of cotton 
seed* which dropped fioui tB. 747,700 in L® to HE.579/JU0 in 1940, _ On the 
other hand, exports in Hie follow jug commodities showed considerable 
expan sion :— 

Conwnodittf. 

Rice . 

Cane sugar (refined) 

Cotton-seed oil .... 

Wheat .. 


19&.K 

1939, 

£E. 

CK, 

1.545,200 

603,300 

850,900 

102,000 

2*41,800 

103,300 

109,000 

100 


9. Imports of cotton piece-goods during the first sis mouths of 1939 and 
1940 are shown in the subjoined table, The increase m value amounted to 
about £E. 500,000 but in quantity to only about, T3 million square metres. The 
EJnitL'd Kingdom share of t-liu trade dropped from 84per-cent; in value in L949 
to 31 per cent, in 1940. 

Italy's share al&o declined from 40 per cent, in 1939 to 88 per cents m 1941 , 
whereas Japanese deliveries showed considerable cx|ansion accounting lor 
nearly !7 per cant, of the total value of imports compared with a little over 
6 per cent, during the first half of 1939. 


Country. 

I960— 

1940— 

January to June. 

Jim iulLV to JllTlv 


Million eq, ni i 

£E. 

MU lion aq. m 

±E. 

IfcMy 

United Kingdom... 

16-5 

am. oou 

13-5 

532.000 

16-1 

303,000 

12 7 

439,000 

Jnpan 

Hungry .,, 

Franco 

Qeigiuoi 

Bwi euclLhikI 

5’5 

m 2 

10 

! -3 

50,000 

H.OOU 

25,000 

40:000 

10 1 

1^4 

0-5 

0.5 

0*4 

232,000 

55,000 

28,000 

27,000 

25,000 

MU a ■■■ ■>' 

0 6 

9,000 

0-0 

13,000 

Gernmny ... 

0*9 

82,000 

U-l 

8,000 

Poland 

0-.5 

11 ,000 



Total (including other 
countries) ... 

■14-4 

503,000 

40.7 

1,893.000 


10, The principal imports Lu show relatively large increases were codec, 
laa, raw sugar, bear., wines and spirits, lubricating oils, fertilizers,^ woollen 
fabrics, jute sacks, till, aeroplanes and arms and 3 iULmi.ui it -on. I he chief 
decreases were in respect of coal (one half of the norma.I itnpostal, benzene, 
kor^seucjt iron and steel liars, rails and siruetures, internal combustion engines 
snid pumps, tractors, footwear, paper and cardboard, and radio act 

11. Copies of this despatch have been sent to the Ministry of heouonm 
Warfare, the Department of Overseas Tuulc and the Middle Fast Intelligence 
Centre, Cairo. 

j have, Ac:. 

miles w. lampson. 
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foreign Trade of Egypt {excluding bullion and (tpecU), 
(£E<—'COO?? miiittod.) 


< 'rmntry. 


United Kingdom 
U.6.A. 

OhaiU 

Italy.- 

Belgium 

Fraiido 

Liutdi Ernst Indies 
Jup^Tl 

India 

Houmaniti 
SwLl^rlftud 
Hungary ... 
Netherlands 

Iran 

tlroece ... 

Ceylon 

Norway 

B ritihii Malaya 

Yugoslav La 

Sweden 

Austral iu 

Brazil 

FrtltJ&tinc 

Turkey 

China 

Oormuny 

8yria 

1 nuj ,,, 

CKauhrkfttoviikLfl 

Poland 

Spain 


Toml (iiteLudlufjj olIum 

i<Mi ji 1 iileu) ... 



Impcirty from- — 


Expork tu— 

UrJi r its 

im. 

Juiuiory 
to Jiine 

1989. 

January 
in June 
1040. 

Order irs 
1040. 

January 
to Juno 
1939. 

January 
tt> Juno 
1940. 

\ 

L 

■1,301 

O/sOO 

1 

5,867 

7,730 

t 

1.100 

2,513 

iFT 

J 

45S 

557 

a 

508 

2,240 


44 | 

]JI5 

4 

005 

4,347 

3 

123 

5 

083 

1,178 

10 

363 

382 

C 

1,148 , 

1,140 

2 

1,570 

4,332 

7 

541 1 

1107 


3U 

13 

8 

304 

005 

4 

1,071 

1,040 

'J 

260 

0B2 

5 

C79 

07 i 

10 

m 

571 

0 

m 

542 

445 

11 

338 


H 

475 

12 

241 

m 

16 

155 

102 

13 

404 

\m 

18 

307 

138 

14 

205 

300 

17 

15 

166 

15 

145 

218 

12 

202 

270 

10 

125 

210 

w. w 

20 

14 

28 

17 

107 

03 

211 


11 

18 

190 


29 

10 

to 

U4 

177 


33 

86 

20 

21 

201 

171 

an. 

150 

00 

81 

H4 


53 

49 

2"1 

57 

117 

d-tV 

0 

,.. 

508 

23 

100 

105 

0 

233 

2S 

i 

70 

12 

105 


24 

90 

80 

h 

172 

600 


UH0 

57 


1,777 

237 


02 

41 

14 

lOEi 

W: 

m 

21 

15 

00 

213 

... 

181 

104 

4 

3 


107 

207 

’253 

.4 1 

2 


16 

177 

| 

k 

16,550 

■ 

22,200 


10,470 

20,470 


|J 2049/02/16 ] Nil. I Sit. 

Sir - 1 /. Limpson (a Yiscanfit Halifax.—(iteceieed October 6 .) 

5SS.) , .. w«w« 

POLITICAL infomation of the bust fortnight . 

1 !vptimi public, which had nxpectol successful Bnutli urt iun lo d islotlp 
rtaluina from Sitli Barra hi, lias been soi^Wliat luftueucuL in n qeteutrsl sen^ by 

I'eudrt*of Italian consolidation in itifrt area, 

2 Prime M[imaters action in evulmg Saadi aU oil (he issue ol LgypUau 

iiffptibipnlicui in llie war tin* Imd -iisiurbing #^ct on the ititemalsituation. The 
liiJLJnira of the party moat pramimnUv assoc m toil m the public muni with a 
strong pro-Brilish pplipy has atreiL^i.heued those wKa have bmi any 

Egyptiaii paitidipatron, ?in<i oven against whole-hearted co operation with m m 
e £ L, r . Morale t >f the public \m been weakened accordiugly. 

Prime Minister a onslA^^ht on f>aadists lias started movement, still \eiy 
U‘nlalive, for a iiipproohement between \\ nld and Saadisis 

4 h Press has st tilled suggesting desirability of British WM 
avacunlipp of Egypt and the Sudan after the war ifi return lot Egyptian 

U., upu t L tk »n dn ^ ( . k. ^ ^ ^ m , resisting Saadia t(leinaml for the eoiiv<icanon 
of Parliament to discuss Ejjpjjpt'a utlitude tenvards the war. 
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[J 2057/92/161 131- 

Sir , I /, L am pso n f o V he aunt if nil fa- r -■* (R ece 1 red 0 c t. ober H .) 

(Teiegriipiilq,) Cairo, October 7, 1040, 

MY audience of this evening about the Sudan gave me (he pp^iing tddr.aw 
K i n s FarouU as in si i -ucted inti le I a at pa i ag ra ph of yoi i > * eleg ra tti No. 1 "; 

’2. NormallVi I should have much preferred to have spoken n> the 1 rtme 
Minister first in accordance wilh usual practice, bi$t tin- Salter has been unavailu > a 

through illness and is only just hack. , , 

3 Huvineedt I group pndtfeypherabk j into responsive and open mood o •. 
the Sudan, I led him up to other topics by reference to the arrival ui heavy 
rein forcemeats here, and failure to date of the attack mi the I'micd Kingdon. 
This led natural h to discussion of Idea! situation, both pobtica ;nii! null Lay. 

4 As regards politics, Hie Majesty greatly regretted the eiimmation nt m 
Saadis wliich lie had done his best Ur prevent. He entirely 

Hcntiments in paragraph “2 of vour telegram, hut experiment was showing jik 

“thin .. «o iin'npable of u«i«y. hoLV.-ior «n,*e tl« 

situation. Up knew of tWefioiHa in favour of keeping Saa^ I imd made »‘jl> 
iht> Prime Minister (set mv lelegrani No. lUili). lull was null lied to liUime n 
slaSm lib than the I’nme Minister for their eliminatnm. 1 Imy Imd !)Uyed 
aSr «.'r* abominably badly, and Ahmed Mailer had l«t unmeasuraMy m tiw 
•!!!mtrv Ijv trying to rush tile issue of war with Italy. Ills Majesty thought u 
only fair\o fell me that hardly a soul in Egypt now favoured hostilities wi h 
r.-k If m . could only give Egypt la as some suctes* for a change, i lungs would 
K'/Ir ti, wasMbev S* the Italian* advancing wi.hm.1 vhecE amt u 
always more difficult i» reever ground lost, however barren. wh«*m«i Bnlisli 

Hi6 ^ C TZ^S.& out that we 4d n rod in the pickle for Ora^tiaa 
soon as lie came lip against our prepared positions; iiieniilline, lie w.n. Iiung 
hatassed day and nfght from tl.e air. 11 is Majesty must have patience and mow 

confidence.^ ^ ^ ^ rofcronce 011 |[ is Majesty’s pari to SUva, and I told him 
nuite frankly of oor dnnht* whether Egyptian mobile force woo d act n 
accordance with the Primie Minister’s promise when the time ^ame. 1 Knew 
tliev had orders to resisi if mtaeked, lull some of us had misgivings whether, when 
K™ earn/ these orders would he adl.cred to or connlcrma.ided tro.,1 high 
Quarters Kih^Siid he knew Of the orders, and. so fttV It he «• cn,'eimd. they 
■ 1 ifWyntiau Hoops lied only reasonable numbers nj-ainsl l mm. .Iw\ 

; f Kll1 |. Jh , lliti \|«iost-v lint btmk uei thus ami »iul be wnilfl 

M feUoye t todps would ohey. ami 

1 y.id mlL comni-1 tlumi In nor would he ... he implied. at once 

hb if (su-recl (which I doubted), this was most scrums: I belitwei 

tint we mieht be forced to take oui'.oww measures, 

(si -Prior to seeing Mis Majesty 1 had warned Ilassanc,,, that, ti 
mobile tore# did not pky up. mfht he compelled to tnke uvet ihm 

equipment,) , , 

• 7 Revertiim to internal allail-s, 1 asked His Majesty how he viewed the 

futurB now the rlaadists 

h M+ mo-s* s i b/*fa 'S“ tw; 

rn^ivt. ill id wr louUL miJk these reiuforcomants. lie wan mi piemen 

ft ~ & ..... 

roiiifoieenieutft in Efoduti. _ 
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No, 132, 


S-/r Jf. te FwottfH ^c*65cr 10,) 

Cairo, October B, 1940. 


(No, 1258.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUli telegram No. .1010, 

[ saw the l’rime Minister this evening at his house' for the first lime since 

hiS *2 -\s directed in paragra# 2 uf ypnr telegram 1 told hito tactfully that 

voui Lordship was somewhat concerned a I the resignation of Saadmts and could 
have wished that ihe matter had been solved without a nit. 

3, Hit? Excellency speaking morii in sorrow Limn ill anger, said he was 
distressed at receiving Such a .communication from your l»rdship. He had hoped 
that he had had more of your confidence after the manner in which ho had been 
lDI>ouring evci" siiices Iio ussi 11 tie* 1 office t(> serve mu tua 1 intorests oI ^ oni two 
countries The wav was quite clear and if he had no longer your eoidideuce lie 
would only he too ’delighted to resign. The message 1 had just delivered gave 

him great pain. , , , 

4 E calmed him down and in any case said he was taking the message 

entirely amiss. E was sure the last tiling your lordship desired was that there 
should ho Any question of resignation; indeed, 1 refused to take h is reference to 
it seriously 11 is Excellency continued, however, to insist that I should report 
W hat he had said, adding tfiat he would not remain another day if there was a 
grain of suspicion against him and [sb i Mis Ma.je 9 ty J s Government, A second 
such message would find him no longer in office, _ 

i) lie complained that certain Englishmen had keen egging on Saadi 9 ts to 
i.ivss for ;s declaration nf war, But when 1 asked for names, could not or would 
liol^ive them. The Smidiste, he said, had made it impossible to Work with them 
as their entirely p unsympathetic! policy amounted to lnbellmg every Egyptian, 

including tijmself, as a coward, , , 

Ej. We then turned to other matters with regard to all ot which ho showed 

his usual friendly response, and \ left him in a calmer mood 


[J 2065 1562 16' 


No, 133. 


(No. 1259.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


Sir M Lonipyon to Viscount Halt fox'—{Received October 9.) 

Cairo, October SI, 11)40, 


MY telegram No 1249. 

1 told Prime. Miniver this evening of Sung Fa rank'a extraordinary state¬ 
ment yesterday that Egyptian troops would not obey an order from their own 
Chief of the Staff to light against finikin* St. was so dam&ging an admission 
that 1 could ii" 1 believe lli* Majesty could have seriously meant or realised the 

gravity of what he wds saying, v ; 

2 JI is Excellency seemed greatly taken aback ; he could only suggest it was 
an f< enirViailhige. 11 Ho maintained it. was unthinkable Hint orders ot Egyptian 
officers would Hot lie obeyed i, agreed that was the natural reaction, but nctu&liy 
Massi'moiti Pasha had said precisely the same thing to me yesterday, ttenoral 
AVilfttn and. I would probably be visiting hU Excellency to Hear it up. 


[J 2057/92/16! N&‘ V M > 

Sir , 1 /. LiwfipF o a to Viscount ft tilt far - {Received October 12 .) 

(No. 1279.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo. October 12, 1940. 

YOrii telegram No, 1019 and my telegram No. 1249 and my telegram 

No, 125$. , . , . , , 

Situation has been discussed at length with Commander-m-chief, Middle 
Eu 4 t, Air Officer Command mg-in-chief and General Officer Commanding-up 
thief British l 1 mops in Ivgvpt We are all agreed Mini the Prime Minister 1 * 
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position has been weakened as result of his estrangement from Saadists. lie has 
little party following in the emuitry and degree of support which he may receive 
in Parliament when it meets in November is uncertain, Thus at the monied, the 
Prime Minister is virtually dependent on the Palace and on us and failing 
support of Wal'd, it seems natural he should gravitate towards the Palace, 

2. While the service chiefs and l arc convinced that the Prime Minister is 

ns anxious Bis ever to meet our requirements, eVilk.0 is that the King and his 

entourage arc determined to avoid embroiling Egypt in hostilities. It is'thus 
quits on the cards that the Palace, where AH influx me is Mill ftanimoimt, 

will seek to prevent irnpl omen tat ion of uudcvtljc i ngs given by the Prime Minister 
if they involve the risk of war with Italy. 

;h We can thus no longer rely absolutely on Egyptian mobile force to assist 
In the defence of Siwa in accordance with the promise by the Crime Minister, 
and we fear that if and when the acid test comes, the same may apply even in the 
case of Egyptian frontier force (actually in Siwa now) whose officers arc uncertain 
as to what extent Siwa is to he defended, if at nil 

4. Further factors are steady deterioration of morale of Egyptian army 
generally (reported by headquarters of British troop in Egypt) owing to long 
uncertainly of Government policy and tendency to defeatism among the general 
public and especially the upper classes since the Italian advance into Egypt. 
Whether this will continue to decline or improve will depend on progress of 
military and naval situation. 

5. ' We therefore agree l! (1) that. 1 should request the Prime M inister to issue 
proclamation that persons guilty of defeatist and anti-British talk or activity 
will be liable to treatment as suspect* under 'SpM dc dtrte law. I have 
M formally] proposed this to the Prime Minister, who seemed agreeable, and am 
to-night giving him draft of lines on which the proclamation might run. (2) That 
we should ask tile Prime Minister whether, he can guarantee that orders given 
to Egyptian frontier force and mobile force to resist Italian attack will be 
implemented and will not be countermanded From the Palace, 'his Vras taken 
up with hi* Excellency to-night (pee my telegram No. 1281). 

Concurred in by the Commander-in-chief, Middle East.. Air Officer Com 
mauding in-chief and General Officer Comma]iding-in-chief, British Troop* in 
Egypt. 


[J 2066/1562/161 No* 435* 

Sir M fttmpsQH to Viscount HnUjttdi—[RecCmd October 13.) 

(No. 1281.) 

(TetagrapIi ic| <: nito\ Octciber 12, 1940. 

MY Lcl eg ram No. 1279, paragraph u. 

CommaiUler-in-chlef ? Middle East, General Officer .Coimnniirler-hvchief, 
British Troop's, Egypt, and I were received by the Prime Minister last night. 

2. I handed 1 him i,lraft of suggested pwx lamation which he iiimhrtnok to 
study. 

3. General Waved and General IViIson then spoke frankly nf their doubts 
in regard to Egyptian frontier force in Siwa and Egypt i a ii mobile force. Won hi 
orders at ready issued by his Excellency for resistance lie obeyed if Italians attack \ 
Prime Minister, without hesitation p indicated that they would, hut undertook, as 
Ibis was n very serious matter; to take it up at once with Minister of DeTehce mid 
give a formal reply later. He explained his deliberate policy had been that by 
placing Egyptian forces in Siwa. issue of a defensive war its opposed to offensive 
war would 'have been clearly demonstrated : for if the Italians attack Egyptian 
troops there, defending their own country, no one could suggest that the offensive 
had come from Egypt Under the Constitution it was the right of the executive 
to act without parfiaingntary authority in a case of defence. 

4. I just referred to doubts in our minds caused by what King Earmffi had 
said to me’(my telegram No, 1249) regarding Egyptian troops disobeying an order 
to fight. His Excellency brushed this aside as not to be La ken seriously, 

Concurred by General Wavcll and General Wilson, 
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[J 2049/92/16] No. 136. 

Sir M. Lawpson to Viscount Halifax;— {Received October 13.) 

K5W Cair °' MT l% m ' 

WEEKLY appreciation. 

Vhmad Maher hie fm continuing his campaign against ihp Government s 

M ''T ^ G*o^^C in ATio agree » demand _ of immediate 
tfjnmoiiing of Parliament. His acquiescence m this refusal is thought possibly 
fo j m ve Ixjen the result of pressure brought to bear through Jlatmncjn. . 

o inapived press campaign against Saadists shows signs of slowing down, 
perils Sh u, J to Prime Minister (see my telegram 

No. 1258) and partly to Palace hope that Saadjste will now put watei 

4 ' The WMd whose piv&idont has. taken offence at. only being asked to 
w&stiti Palice bikkfast (Ramadan), shows va^e signs of greater road mess unvan 
^operation with uthur parties: but I clouht if [ I group omUrnd j mm-li in d^s 
vet, The public remain anxious to keep out of hostilities, and Saadists t.imping 
seems to have fallen flat. 


[J 2065/1662/16] No. 137. 

Sir M. Lanepsm to Viscount Ilalifar.—(Received October 17.) 

, Cairo, October ^ 15, 1949. 

1 WeIIrETABY of State for War w»* received in audience by King ^aroi'k 
thie afternoon. 1 tew piwfel during the interview. kden presented to Hi. 

^8 ly ^F.™rJw in'and talkative mood. II. w. g.entlv 
interested bvwhaJ Eden had to say in repird to changing phases oi the nil 
upon K.igUnul; and much impwwed h of heavy reinforcements now 

reaehing^p^ ^ rallTC1 , Mti(in _ which toed a full hoar, wa* of 

ihurecter. Main item of imiiorti.nce was when Secretary ot State diew.11 - 
MaibHtv in retard to Egyptian to fees in Siwu. and quoted Minister <'t Detente. 
. 1 ' t -hi ^ir^this morning that these troops would ot course fight and stand 
ih^ir gwjimd it' attacked: F'.den ksaum^d that.that assurance stood mid TOlld 
fulfilled 1 His Majesty, who seemed slightly iU fid Wji wljed ihat if -d |ln y' 

' in,, l .,,1 said that he; Hie Majesty, took H he had spoken i-orreelly. 1 pt 
?■ m \ v *t ! o! i situation in which Egyptian ivaom, -l 

would not resist Eden expie&fiod relief fit what His Majesty bad ]hst 
«id il tor otherwise equipment with which we wore applying the lgvpUan 
3ft *a'K“ofwMliniafeef Defence tnul jfe. »sW would obv.ou.ly 

'* “* r? C! P ^^k«^ l irmu3.' pletwed at Kdcds visii and « 

, t ,,!t'i u n tolefenco of Egypt on the part of IIis Majesty’* Government whirl, U 
at tentioni to (i tcnco i «>},, woll ^ m him again before he left for home. 

siuiiiMMS.. ■ tiv Prime Minister, when returning Eden's ntll. emphasised 

«, ;ii“S f I !?rmip omitted t sttidf last mght, .mmr.y, that l^vp.mn 

troops, wherever stationed, would resist it attacked. 


TJ 2006 .'4/16 1 Nn * 138 

Sir U. hampsaH to VimWt Orlobrr 17.) 

(No. 1315.) Cairo. October 16, 1946. 

(Telegraphic.) 

SafSS^tlog General Sir H. Hmldfetm, Uo^nor-Gc^ral of 
the Sudan was published ns agreed on morning of foil, <>: - 
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2. Tliat afternoon She new Governor was received in aud^nce by 
King Farouk, contrary to precedent, but at express request oi the f a lace. 
I presented General Huddleston to His Majesty. 

3, King F&rbpk's reception of General Huddleston was markedly triendly. 
Nothing of any special interest was discussed. 

(Repeated to Khartum, No. 335.) 


[J 2096 / 4 / 16 ] No- 139 . 

Sir M- Lftmp.wv to Mr. & den—(Received October 19,) 

^ N ° Hl|) Maieaty's Ambassador presents Ids com pi intents to Hi* Majesty ;s 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 
herewith a copy of the fitotipU afftcul, No. 138 of the 15th October t 1940 
decree nominating Lioutenant-Getieral It, d Huddleston Gove run r-General oi 
the Sudan. 

Cairo, October 22. 1940. 


Enclosure in No, 139. 

De-art pot tout nomination d' utt Courerncui g&n&rai du Soudan. 

(T raductiorc) 

NOUS, Farouk 1, Uoi d^gypto, , , r , „ , 111M 

Vu 1 'article 3 do la convention coiu-lue, le 19 janvier 1 S 99 , cnire le liotiuuno- 

nieut do Sn Mnjeste britamdque et notre (Jouvernenipt; 

Vu hi Lot No. 80 dc 1936 portaut approbation du rraite U AUimo 

“I'^Vu^r&et du 6 juin 1939 portent noiniinilkm de Sir Bernard Henry 
BourdiUon conunc. Uuuvoiucur gHkrnl du Soudan a partir du 1 Ftniet . 

Considdranf. que Sir Bor nurd Henry Rourdillon no pew [>»* f l N l>rtl 
r>ossessit>i de son poate, qtie Sir (icorge Stewart Svmcs a continue m ivuipnr ks 
C de Gou^nicur genera] depuk k 1” janv.cv 1949. mai, qu U v a he 
actueUement de pour voir I son reiuplacemljU jiwrpt au moment oil f if Ikiuard 

Henry Bou rd 3 lion pou v ra re j oi n t S |e son j X&le; 

Sur la proposition du rr^ukut de notre Consul des Mmistp et Uus 

uonforme dudit conseil; 

Deere tons ; 

Art fcu r Le I.ifnUumnl-Gf in'nil f&feert Jervoiw M luhlU^ttm eat noran^ 
tjmivci neur c«n«ral du Soudan k dm du i5 oc.tohre 1MQ. m. mn.pkwmeni *, 
Sir (fergn S^WArl Syme^ JT m)mi „ ti( * Si , Bernard lle.m 

Bou, A^ o, ? i " >1 i!/" , ":A;k/:r "r F, nkfi" •‘c^ii nt :i^ ^ de 

1'execution du present dberet. 

Fail au Palak d’Abdiiic, le 10 i-anmdan 1359 (li octobte 1940). 


Pa i le Uoi; 

Le Prudent du CoimW doa Mini sires. 
Hassan Sabhy. 


FAttOUK. 









m 


[J 2049/92/16] No. HO. 

Xi> M. Lamprni to rtawm* HaUfa&'—[R#MiM'd October 20.) 

KfpL.) October 19, 1840. 

WEEKLY appreciation, 

slndIsU*mi«iX«!cili»»es. but wills less conviction. There an: speculative 
sb 8 S5» are inclining to fall to heel of the Palace owtng.to thetr 
weakness and opposition to the Wafd. whose press almost alone continues to 
attack their attitude towards the war. Sa|dsHt discomhture should logical]} 
strengthen the position of Alt Maher and the Palace. 

Public remains anxious [o keep out of hostilities. 


[J 2104/G] No. 141s 

Sir M. Lampson to Viscount lialija-j;.—(Rawived October 26 ,) 

(TaiirlSL 1 C«MV October -25, 1940. 

OS his return from the Western Desert, Secretary of Slate dined with the 

j. nine Njniatt Mj , lii;U . r had a long and intimate conversation with 

^iuE^n^^ZTdWerildng a first-class row, which he had just 
had with King Fawuk, ailing out of some quite idiotic ami mlantile siisiiicioii' 

raisetl in His Majesty's mind in regard to certain pro. suggestions^ h wlI ch 

Prime Minister had, In fact, hud Little, if any tiling, to <jp. King Uiwuk hud 
chosen tb regal'd these suggestions as attacks upon His Royal prerogatives, even 
mX ktoSrdand totally nr,founded charge that they emanated from the 
Britisii Finally, on 24th October, the Prime Minister had insisted on seeing 
His M uicst v and "given him a forty-live minutes' stormy talking to: H.s 
Excellency had said he would not stand sueli baseless eepusatiMis. which wu. 
intolerable and that he would he delighted to return into privali me. hut u 
lie did Hi’s Majesty might dpd thal Ins tenure, too. might prove to he affected. 
Finally thl King had completely caved in. had told Prune Minuter that he must 
0!1 » account leave office, that he had never been spoken to so strainhtly helo t 
and X ii was largely from failure of the Prime Minister's m edeecssors io 
sneak out that 11 is Maleslv was now suffering. According to the i rune Muiisli-s. 
this breeze has grafttly toned things up and he intimated that his hand had been 
much strengthened and that henceforward tie was m no mood to stand any 

nonsense^o ^ this off'his chest, the Prime Mimster then asked Mr. Edeii 
his impressions oil hie visit to the Western Desert. Mr, Men said that, with one 
i solid] but important excepliop, Ilia impressions were uniformly jjwwl. Men 
ivi'-'e in .mod heart and everything inspired confidence mvr I he position at hm«. 

‘ 5 Mr Eiltn then explained very frankly his fears in regard to Egyptian 
troops in that area. The rank and life (frontier lone) were all right, fed their 
officers were not. He quoted i list mice when an Egyptian officer of the force who 
showed keenness to fight bv our side had nl once been removed to a position well 
in the rear In shock it was a serious question whether Egyptian troops m sivii 
would fight aidet m with British in Siwa (only a small ' 

[tnli-ins attacked This was indeed u situation thal could not lie allowed io 
continue iufj Mr. Eden indicated that he would have suggestions to make Inter 

'"if™rt “ 

solution It was clear that lie was genuinely wneented at Mr. Eden ■ iwcla.ioic 
I 'fhe Prime Minister fully appreciates tlie importance from the \xnni ot 
sentiment of holding Siwa, and we are therefore not without 

hop* that he will do bis beet to meet os in any pi’ofMfds <hat m> }um ‘ 10 1,iake ’ 
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Mr, Eden is now discussing alternative with military authorities, but ii is. clezii 
that the solution is likely to be drastic. 

8. The Secretary of State shared my impression thal Hassau ^h'' s w,ils 
himself loyal. For instance, when talking of King Farouk, he said, it this came 
t.o a show-down, he would be prepared to invite His Majesty 10 take a se«i trip, 

M when the rest would be up to us. : 

0. Seen ynd concurred in by the Secretary of State for war. 


fj 2037/92/16] % 142. 

Sir M, l/mpsou. to Viscount Halifax-—(St&cchwd October 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 25, 1940. 

MY telegram No. 1258, , . , . * 

Prime Minister pressed me last night at dinner whether L had hat! any rejm 
from your Lordship. Hu said lie was still (listrested by the thought that- message 
which you had instructed me to give him implied that he had not yuu lLL 
confidents. He repeated Unit, if there were a grain of suspicion against hnn on 
the part of His Majesty's Government, he would resign at once. 

2, I suggest that i he authorised to give him a wthing message on linos 
that your Lordship's comifhanieation was tar from intended as ^ retkenon on 
his Kxcelkncy^ loyal collaboration with Egypt 1 s Ally, which IIm Majesty s 
Gdvenmidnt haver always recognised and fnllv appreciated, Ami anything.else 
that seems lo your Loi4ehip suitable. There is no doubt he t* feeling tho ah am 
and m facing hi a difficulties with courage. 1 should prefer something which 
could read out and. if necessary, show him textualty. 


|J 2049/92/161 No, 143. 

Sir M. Lanfoson to Viscount Hofijtt (.—{Reached October 27.) 

JK°: rm 'L , ti Cairo h Octifer 26 . ! 040 , 

(Telegraph m.) K. 

WEEKLY appreciation. 

roiitmv^Vsy\-egard^ug Egypt'* altitude towards the war has for iho mnmem 

lfif3 2, r F he decree- h as- been i ss Ued rlos ing pari mm f i M v v i on wh ich w #i t < i 

have been resumed m ol,U November and siiminniiiiig Pm'lmment new wmyn on 
1411, NnvL'mluT, appear to have nequiesced W tfea short tuHhcr post- 

[pm to«^pherrfJel of 

m ch«X> «l ihe opeuiKli of ... ? ! 8 .''Vf'T 

['■nididiite will be put up against Ahmed Muher. who is expected to stand Ini 
reJJowal, The election is particularly uupurUm in view of (he port played by 

Ahmed for War ban liml an oacouragi|g effect 

publie opinion. 


[J 2001 / 1362 / 48 ] N<> - 144 

Si, M. t.om/mn to Yix-mtnt -(«emW October 27.1 

(Nn 1370.) f October 2H. UI40. 

(I ekgraph™ 

aSftTsLVtoWqr ban now had lima to co.iaiili-v yonf qlMtion <»«“ 
fully. 
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Commander-in-chief. Middle Last. [?«ud to] me that whetkW'| 
in our interest <tt $<&& to press Egypt to declare war m. WMg 
impossible to compel such a decis.on in the present state 
whrsfKpT it will become so in the future must depend to a aige ll f 

“^Uult^rnnkiu, military «p»U -1j lund^ntul 
^I|| L At this moment physical fear dons mates (he Egyptian mind,_ 


[J 2132/93/16] No- 145 

Sir $r, Um^on to Viscount Halifax— {Rmmd October 28.) 

1 - Cairo, Octoher 27,1340 > 

* IIkSbETARY of state for War called upon the Prime Minister to say f#*- 

well vesterdav morning. ] was present. «■ tr v »ji^mg 6 

2. The conversations could not hove been more cordial o Me ^Uettc^.s 

tissuramfe of the fullest loyalty and ‘’tiHaboi at , 1 V 1 ’ t) f Great 

Excellency indulged in a long panegyric o dm en a great 

Britain to Egypt.evcr sutce 18S21 ami ^ a.^i'l" Th! present 

mistake to get. rid ol British officials isi the -c, f 

financsial ctobs was billv one of many fatal 1 'esulte. imm-oved 

• M, Kden gave the Prime Minuter E 

EStS mm*. % # ^ he had m - 

thered negative, He added that, the presett. 

ligyptiau Ofeer Commanding in Siwa was 0 >f temporary there till 

a Hooked his Excellency replied that of course th* would. I here had lion eom 
earlier doubt bemuse it had not then been decided to hold . iwa. 

0 Mr Eden summed up the position ns fallows . 

It was dear from wlmt he heard from re veralquarters that, many 
tfcryptumB did not want to he engaged in Iron tier fij'huinjj. ' Vl 
7iviv he because thev hoped thus to avoid bombing of their cities. 1 hat was 
for Italian, would certainly bomb if at a.l V —it 

» their plans to d« so Sfl'hS 

? rlimiuato .hat d 9 . f rt 

Ifhe wMdSgon Monday, k asked tl.e Prime Minister to give them Ms 
full hacking. 

7. After soma general talk regarding Libya ami the iferoerf.any 
tion that %bin"intake hack the assurance 
SSrXreUi now iut Egyptian t J^ernmeiit^hUh was doing «»beet > * 

A*® S'hfn'pai-l by Ih. 
la c'u'?(;,’vcrnii.en. 1 bad recently given him (see my telegram No. -174). 

Mr. Eden observed that his very frankness 'h^ 6 prime 

Maipstv's Government’s complete conhd^n# m bis l.xuilem.\, 

'^ssssiss ssskxs s. ■<* 

"!3irJW »4 1 »>*“»••* “rtt 

\v]i ,i Mu c|m . Mll ,„ f b Uj ii uj h Excellency that when lie got to London this 

lack of reset c- , . , i would have to discuss with his colleagues, 

would certainly be;««5f ^ '"l"^J®™ now Ramadan and this 

tilivsioal'stniiii'oti him was great After Bairam he would be renmgorated and 
prepared to take on the Palace—% mdw<l anyone else< 
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[J 2049/92/10] No, 149. 

Sir M. Lampoon to Vis&ml Halifax.—{ReceitwJ November 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cmrn ‘ timber “• 1940 

WEEKLY appreciation. 

LI os ur« of Parliament effected without political complications at meeting on 

&th 2° Abends have put up rather weak candidate £pr tLe presidency 
Chamber agair# Ahmed Maher, whose prospects of reflection are at piesf 

favoumbta^^^ ^ ^ c attempt to clean up the Palace with a note¬ 

worthy success: lie transferred with the Kmg^ combili and r u‘ yinf Irv ^ 
rapidity carried Ali Mahers mam agents from the I alace th* Mm^uy 
Justice He hopes to follow this up by other eviction* Ah Ma J er s 
remains to 1* seen. \ regard this success of « of considerable 

in the poor morale of the public and the army due to 
dubious Palaoefttilude and machinations of Ala Maher iiehmd the scenes, but the 

P T5 rfi Th^m^Sr has been away for a Hairam hol iday of j 1 one J week 
at IsmaiKa, He wp a tired man when he left, and 1 detected signs * ia > ^ 

ureased him too hard or showed slackening of encouragement and suppoit he 

spjS'rritiSt’K 

***■«* 

Palace Sgt|ii staples on, his return from holiday, 


[J 2182/92/161 No. 15P. 

Sir M, Lam(MH to Viscount {Received November 13.) 

WSA Ntrrmbtr ,:i ’ ma 

a subordinate jm, but on i-i^ee of 
Ali«%£*&<•>* of State for J«*t «W i* h» onartw. W»*<* 

.W«j.. <m 

Administration by acnt.Urmg his nominees toWW 1 " ■" 1| 'oduSTaro 

F T ri yi ‘.jLjih,™ u full £1 j r hi« linminees; senior othcials oi tnc i oiu n ii wjikc « 

3 

n inthen schbr of All Ihi!'>•'' owing to presence of Abdel Wahab labial «s 
assistant to* Chief of Royal Cabinet with &*» '><*«• t0 *• Ku * al " 1 dw? ‘ 

the various youth organisafions. 

sat- assi:' ^TSr«KT«>x 

^Sifeste £Bsc& — 

lias becomes 
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u 2178/92/10] No. 151, 

Sir M. Utmjmn to Vmmnit Halifax, -(Retired November 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) Coiro, November 13 t 1949. 

THE Prime Minister seems to be much b^ter fbi his fhd|t holiday. , 

2, He tells me his only present preoccupation is ft I resb si lorn with inc 

Pft I-SICG. ■ | a 

3 ' It a pi jeu ts t ha i a inesse 11 ger from Nasha i P ash a recei it 1 y a rnve< I < ■>' 
British aeroplane with two letter's, one for King Fa routs the other t nr Hit* 

V xcelleucy, The Prime M mister believed the letter to King 1 amiik wais the 3 cmi . 
of two interviews Nashat Pasha hid had with your Lordship and two with Um 

Lloyd. His Emt ilei icy suspected that tide must have been m . .^ 1uri W i !! , ' J I ;' 

misgivings of His Majesty s Government lit regard to. King Farouk. P s ‘ , •; ! . 
Oic nature of some messa-c of warning In m$ eveUL the 1 ' rini & ^ 1U ^ ' r |' 
not admit that Egyptian Ambassador in London should Respond With ih.- 
MSn nver hiHxedlenry's head, he being l„r iuUo.u.1 

government of the remniry. Hi* Excellency apcprdnigly i.. 

thai hr must insist, on seeing Nash.it s letter to King HrouL lit* l.xuHuti. 
intimated that Nashat was *'thoroughly tortuous mdivi$util, Whom he «op«a«« 

of nlavinsr at politics behind his back. , , 

' 41 So far. King Farouk Ii?jl 1 not res]>tstiflecI to i is rexptest to sec Jic Um t l i ■ 
Ite propose! Iimvcvcr. iti insist, and hinted 'hat if his request, were nor nu:t ic 
would?Swve JSMtU Hi, Excellency added that, if he was to he jji 
miflccvnlicTuhle Kino* Farouk, the proper channel was through hnusejf atid ine. 
d 5 J I'interposed That I knew nothing whatever, of all t in* n',,1 mu ting otk 
j inlervMwa. Bin if hi* Kwelkmcy was spiking )« King haii>4 0 '" ( l< 
stami he mav to-morrow) it would be no bad thing it lie indicated ihm he »a<l 

heifd from nm thftt Iriy Government were ..hly preoccupied^ iepon> 

ICitlM^. reaving in regard U» ihe I'alace I. *a* jn»t f well that Kmg 

Fa rouk should realise that his conduct was under obaeiwat.. 

a Th 0 prime Minister seemed disposed to s;iy something along ilr.-sv 
Wlm h l,e taliUTwcrnW he salma, V It was inliniudy beUer that such ihings 
tt ^ tKh hhn m ndt through m, so long as he knew hr had u, 

U ‘ W "y l ^He added that he had it from many quarters that King Imna.k now 

.. ar dedhim it his beat . nun^llm. and tli.nv were recently *UW«I 

InCur King ... wits rtpev.ed us hav.ng rrcentl) stated «l,m. .1 It.hans 

dropped one b&Sb on Cairo, he would at once declare «u • 


fj 2179 92/161 Ntx ] '^' 

Sir M. Umpsw to Viscount llalifa^lteeeiwd November 14 .) 

(Ko. 13144 CaiVpi Nor ember 14, 194U, 

‘ “ki’JIf «**«l«», M «M* m*km* l~ «"»• 

| . mi ....St*.. 

for Government nnd widow i 


[J 2180WW No - 

Bir jg. Lmnpmv to Ftowmrt U«Kj,vr(K>«*it«4 Xocmt*r 14.) 

{No. 15LT.) f* (f i rt} \ 0 r >, m f 14.194tt. 

Mwnt our being fared with «a»e vwacceptahle /««V “f&fijj 
Hassanein this morning, nstcnsil.ly to Mt 

&w^SriaSmely^o&ed Khalil Bey, l’veetdent of - he Senate. 
[ 22002 ] 
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11 c wou III not J i ji ve | g i'c.iu j i om i r t ed con fit tence. 1 ha d 11 m ughl si f 110 Vi \ 'I. 1 a | 

to offer tliitf personal advice quicldy, as if was conn non knowledge that Kahlii Bro 
had long been regarded as Palace candidate in Ihe event oi hue Prime Minister 

resigning. . . - 

2, Hassaneiii was a little inclined to argue that there was no obvious 
a Iter native to Khalil, but 1 strongly urged against him. Me was a well-known 
intriguer, was closely linked and associated with Ali Maher and certainly had 
the confidence neither oi" the country nor their Ally. 1 did not add ihat Only 
recently I had had to pull Khalil Bey up for his indiscreet leanings to Italy and 
intervention on behalf of I talian internees, 

3, S la tisane in asked whom then J had in mind as Prime Minister l 1 
replied that that was not for me to say; save that he should obviously he a man 
who had our confidence in the common task os facing the wav at our gates, J 
con hi however, offer personal observation that we were now back where we were 
before Hassnu Salmi was appointed. A united parly Government was still the 
ideal. hut if that was not possible the old idea of a neutral Government with the 
backing, or at least without opposition, of all parties seemed (lie hesi solution. 
There were men like Ali Shamsi and Hafez Afifi. who were of known integrity 
and whose sentiment* of loyalty to the treaty could not he questioned, Whoever 
was appointed should obviously have the maximum possible popular Nippon in 
ihe country find the confidence of my Government. Hassanein agreed. 

4, I emphasised throughout that I was speaking without instructions, but 
ihat I was confident that your Lordship would endorse what I had said. 

-) [ hope that, this may help to forestall any attempt to appoint Khalil Bey, 

who. though pleasant socially, is a notorious slippery customer whom no one trusts 
i\i\ inch. Mis close association with Ali Mailer and notorious pro-Italian sent: 
mentis- (the late Italian Minister was his great friend) alone should be enough hr 
damn him. Though extremely rich, his financial reputation is al&o not above 
suspicion* Mis choice, from our point, of view,'would bo definitely bad. 

< 5 . I hnvc asked llnssancin U< [group omitted] in touch with me over 
developments. 

_ 

IJ 2 i BO 92/161 3go, 154. 

Sir M Ltijupaoii l r;j \'i*co-uuf Halifax.—(ReceUtid Xacembn 15.) 

(No. 1530.) 

(Telegraphic,) Cairo. November 15. 1040. 

MY telegram No. 1520. 

Hassauem informs me in strictest confidence this morning that it lias been 
deckled Lo appoint Hussein Sim as Prime Minister, 

2 Prom our point of view, the selection is not a bud otto, as lie has been 
consistently friendly mid pityBrihsh; he is a man of great energy and 
detenuivmlion, Lhough auloeraiic and snmetimps touchy 

The Wafd may not like Ins appointment owing to his connexion with 
the Palace, lmt from our point of view his influence there imiy be good He has 
always been most outspoken to me and helpful about the King. He has never 
made a secret of his dislike of AU Maher. 


[J 2180 92 101 ffd. 155, 

Sir .1/, Lampoon to Viscount flaUfur* — {livceimi Noarmber 17.) 

(No. 1526.) 

(Telegraphic,) Cairo } November 14. 1040 

MY telegram No. 1517, 

Ela&mncm called this evening, and said he had taken action with King 
Pa rook in regard to Khalil Bey. 

2 He then said, evidently feeling considerably embarrassed, that he had 
wondered how we should regard the nomination of Ali Maher, lie had had Ids 
lesson, and he believed would play straight by us. 

3. I replied that \ would not entertain any such idea The leopard did not 
< Image his spots, mid it was notorious lime since he left office Ali Maher had been 
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point of view, and from that ol keeping tilings stmigm a,-, me i aiacv. mm a ■■ a 
u suggestion should not. be recorded as having been made. I assured him timt 
ii would remain bet ween him and me. (lids obviously ■ran uul prerlndn jsi> 
reporting the fact to your Lordship, but J beg that it. lie treated as strictly 
secret-) 

5* ] then urged him, as I had this morning, to work for a united from : 

| shmiId dearly like to have all the political leaders together and be able myself 
In'urge them Lo bury their personal differences it: this hour of need: I lmt was 
unfortunately impossible, ns it wonld at. once he labelled as inienv-uiion m the 
internal affairs of independent Egypt, Bui let him, llassaneiu. really try and 
work upon their patriotic feelings, Tf that failed, then Id him fall hack on the 
idea of a neutral Government, 'll had bein all hut brought off during the Iasi 
crisis ; the external threat to Egypt was now greater than H was then, and surely 
the party leaders could he moved by ihe King to adopt it now. 

n. HaaeaueLn left, promising that we would be confronted wit h no surprises. 


[J 2493/92/16] No- p| 

Sir M> Lampson to Yfccouui Halifax— {it nvirf’d Ntrr.rmbrr 17,) 

(No. 153i.t.) . 

(Telegraphic.) f A ««»&•«• 14 1W0. 

WEEKLY information. „ , „ 

All moil Maher's prosperis of clcscticm to the Presidency of the Chamber tuvr 
become less favourable up a result of Ali Maher’s departure trow picvious 
i urn trah tv and his active intervention against bis brat her s election, M was snll 
cximded Umt Ahmed) Maher would he elected, hut the death of the l*rime 
Minister has postponed the election until tRth November and jiui the question 
of t.Sfe election and the political situation generally into the in oil mg-pot, 

2 Our naval success at Taranto has had an encouraging effect on ihe 
Egyptian public, ami mnv influence political developments in our favour. 


[J 2180/92/16] % l:>7 ' 

Sir \l, LiiiiifMth to Vt*coant Halifax 
(No. 1541.) 

(Telegraphic.) Eh ctmr< 

MY telegram No, 1530, 

New Cabinet as follows : - 

Hussein Sirry. ITicnv Minister. Int 
Kawi Almied, Public Works: Abdul I 
and Supplies; Hasson Saclek (fomer 
Finance; Al-ibd Gidil S:unra (labcral). I 
(uuiivHor and former Mudii 1 ). Naiiona 

2. Rest as in previous Cabinet. 


'll nine,) fW ro t Sm'o'inbrr 10, J9-MJ. 

I LAID list visit to the new Prime Minister this morning. 

( hi. v con v e Lsa tion w a s emi nes illy a netm ni g i »g > 1 1 v w mil c! folk) w U le su 
completely friendly and loyal to ns, as his predecessor 1 gave recipro 
ice regarding ourselves. 

[ 22002 ] “ 
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well justified, fee agrees? that his main task [ -coup undefj'pherable] going to be 
to rectify ;ill that. He intended to supply i» his icrson a Hyal and outoKiMin 
cbimsellor and supporter to King Barouk such as ! In* had] never liar before. 
His family connexion would make ilvis easier, and lie would never hesiialc spunk 
oil I a ml make himself tfisagreenble if matters nffcssitated it. ( He intended to 
eii minute the noxious pfpeneeof AM and to lake Ma kt & place to s 

side. In Hassanem he hjjd not only a Beat tnend. but a man who would help 

him liluy his part. ... . „ T , . . 

i i , im not without hope thSt with the advent of Hussein him matters 

rnav cbarme for the better at the Palace. It is certain that he is a strong 
character, and T am sure he is genuine in his desire to get things cleaned up and 
evil influences eliminated. 


|J 2180 92/16] Ntt. 169. 

Sir i/. Lmityson to Viscount Uiilipt-c.—(Received S'actwbrr to-) 

Okim . . #*. *•«*' *«• ,MI1 ' 

vLifaSMri's.*Wtirir ». fa* far .\« >;»!»'■ ■•[ «S- '»• 

.„,; il ! ) ‘i T |„. presence of auti-Ali ’Maher heads of Palace and t .'.wnmicnt is 

almost bound told of advantage m m, paftfpuVarly.es 

i„ regard to the King. Both Sim tod feossaiiejii are ... extrem i, 

ii ieiMUs tom probably dislike this Cabinet, but tbaLpanuot W helped. 

'i Of lieu elenfeuti itt the Cabinet, Hassaii Sadek is uiy efficient official md 
.n-aimlv pm-Hriush. Abdel GuLil Abou Samra was a wM ^contented Liberal 
'in niwlr ftwiue to his failure fo obtain a ministerial post. .His inclusion should 
t i’ | 'j. t ,-[ 1 1r\'isi(mis in Liberal party and make ii mure solidly pro-Governiucm, 
Yimes Saleh is a good jurist, but does not seem indicated for important executive 
S ISS ffiyAeen friendly to us and Ms a decent tMim 
Minister told me tlml he ® chosen him this morning owing to Ins Mioug 

pro ' 5 ri, Situil'ihc whole compares favourably with its ..rcl^.r ns regards 
energy of ^dministmtii# capacity, character and political soundness, 


i 2193,92/16] Ka t(i "- 

Sir i L Lamp sot) to Vhcmmt Kooctobcc 19 .) 

r°i -r 5 iplio) V«>ro, h’ovmber IB. J 1)413, 

AtaSS^iS Proitot Of ifa mum I? no «W» “ •“ 8"™ 

• ^tsuat ass i*f»y «r «* *» *'“ m - 

nil our book. 


J 2194 •92/16] NlJ - l61 - 

Sir M. I.ampxo'n to Vm-ount 2L > 

[Sfo. 157*1.) Coivo, Nowmier 18, I94ik 

: l rl t| | Al'rrc ■ Miuislcr nrtunwd ...V cull .hi* iftOmi.L- Hr sect ut 

esg&E&gasaef uaBMwws 































TVironk, who had spirit many hours with him um>flivi:diy nt hi limmc nin/discnsstvi 

ihings in the moat informal way. ; I is tMccdeueY was reimnmtoly ofyl.' - 11 : ■' 1: ■ 

with the help of his old friend and nilv f lattmnptii Ikislui, mat ler:-. in Hie I ohur 
would radically improve. Jib nMe would lie lim speaking «u impriin;ntm’ ini h-. 
to the King. JLu^aiuein (foil of preparing t lie way in (hr background. S i ■ ■■ -Mvi, 

iu a!l else, ho itdended to clear up i he J Mim e sirimH<at, e ,■-■' ally .no read a us 

with us, during Ids tenure of oEUce, 

o, i assured his Excellency shut bolh tie nud llassaueiu w- !<■■•.< revive every 
assistantv and encouragement from us. 

;y Later in the day I was received in audience hy King hammy, to whom i 
communicated (lie message of condolence from 1 he King in your leiegrrua 
No. i:JS7. King Fnrouk, who kept mu aver an hour, was mm h louoheu mu, begged 
that his woriji lhanks he conveyed to ills Majesty. hi Nassau Sant'! an had lost 

a true and loyal friend. _ _ _ , 

4„ 1 complimented His Majesty on the selection of Hussein ftjrri Ihmluo 

] [ had been a clever choice and pad mei with the. generaj approbut ion "i tn-c 
Egyptian public; I was sure that tm ttovcnmieui would Im-ve been pSensed to 
hear of it. So far ns i had heard, the only dissentient wen' I lie WalT. Hi* 
Ala.[usty said that that was unfortunately uldy what he had ex pee! ml. s*UL the 
Will’d had no legitimate grounds for eo!aplnini, as he hod spuria iv. cmirged Im? 
new Prime Minister to invito both the Wald and the Saadis is to |>.ilr« ioi pale in 
the new Chwcrnmerit; they had refused. A.i. his particular request I jp.ru m feed 
to rujmrt, this to your Lordship. 

a. Ilic rest of I ho eon versa! ion was of a general elame ter, inti i i is \1 -• ,es: y, 
who was suffering from a heavy cold, was clearly oul. lo m ik ■ himself agreeable. 

J le spoke very appreciatively of Lhevisis oi flic Secretary ni m.lu- tor War. which 
lie knew had done a greaL deal of good. 

ft Qji leaving King Enron k j had a Inn] in'erview with I lasso Mein Ha-a . 
who told me that my move with him against Alghiioud 1 lev Kim id hnu pkuvu ,,a : 
ihe card he wanted in his hand. My turning down Ids overtoils regarding Ali 
Maiier had also been most opportune, and enabled 1dm to work King Famuk to 
accepting Hussein Sirri as the only obvious a 1 tentative'. last .ie had la.d several 
hours hard work. Hi? continued Thai Ali Maher was out for uis blood, hut will, 
ihc help of his old friend, the new Prime 1 Minister, he believed that lie could 
wesniicr ike storm. Ali Maher had already lost im:cli ground, 

7 I told llassauein thus wilh reasonable luck I he singe now seemed set for 
a spell of real internal stability. There remained, of course, the Wafd, hut they 
L-ould probably be managed. I added that, ns I had said i.o ihc ['rime Minister 
in the mornimg E should always be ready to use such mlliiener ns j possessed to 
facilitate his task and llini of the Prime Minister. 

K. Ali in all I hope that. we may regard lhe devt-Mpmonto since Nassau 
Sabri’s death as encouraging. 


[J 2198/02/161 Tsm 1G| 

Sir M. Lamimn to Viscount 11 ait /**.—•{ ftreei red Strmnhre 24 .) 

(No. imho,) 

(d'ehygratdde.) Cairo, Xovimb&r 23 t 1940 . 

WKKEvl A' in format ion, 

A limed Mailers re elccldon us Presideui ot i L • - t Jiainhci' was t neilit uted by 
the reconciliation between him and Ali Maher, it has, on the whole, made a good 
impression and the Prime Minister was pleased at it. 

New (lovei'iuncut 1ms been generally well received except b\ the Wafd, 
which manifests open opposition to it and the usual tendency to blame us for 
having missed Wnkl bus, 

;.i Recent heavier air raids in Alovontirhi and more frequent air alarms m 
Nniro have disturbed the public without enmiing panic. Successes in Hrecce 
continue! to raise KgypHrm morale. 
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Lnvtpxnn to YiMomu \arn»i>*r 


L iM Vf i P «- | ft* 

(Tfl%rapM$. . . . ; 

I'lyJMK ^i;iii- ? U v i’ ilT.H iii I ii "i;, ■ ' ■•' ■ iL ‘ 

Alcxsmdriaterioiudv jinsftiviipy I-n- - ■/ k|,/ u )' 

destroyed, wveniy-i wo were d;.; " ■■ '■ ' -'• 1 

2. ' I[e is not to to; ihingsrj^nJ ■ *■_ ■ 

pay for it. Ik is ac^ujo-,^ having an uwv v ■■- • -;• 
io "draw 0:1 such Italian assets as aiv p>v$u| 

l ion) for til o a i jo vc pur pose. Lie is a Iso sen a in £ t lic oiMoy* 
to the Swiss Charge d Aflkirls, as in chaj&e ui Ifct.uui m 

a protest,. ' t ^ 

3, Tie hoped I concurred. I said i, aid ana wu, 

appropriate. 












/ 



[J 2227/02/IS] No - 16S - 

Sir U. Lampion to Viscount Ilalifus.-iRecewcd Nov'emM 27.) 

{,\'o 038. Secret.) GW, October 3, 19#. 

My WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 ^ of 1 Li - ? duliliho 

honour to submit a summary review of the political situation l.„. I £ 

list five o{ the M under review was doiuMml by the 

ImnimM* of W ™f B# f?d hr !>» |SS, 

&s& srs; a^ssau srtsTsaz 

yawwrs a® «* 

deckring war in that event. It was decided that 

& fr-- mM^o^ XX* iSl& ss%£ 

mwiSbe I Si did not a^ck Egyptian towns or military positions by air 

nor f^SSvlrccrastinatidn in securing the AejM «N*J 

staffs of the Italian Legation ami gr 'of' intent 

Even after their departure nm n i L^ , m nm.ie it clear' 

ment of Italians and his ^RI^|SSrin the rear of our 
that Ins continuance in omce 8 n ■ sirrv y> a sha, told me 

power at such a cnucal jiuk.uh<- ■■ mWiouhtilv the support of toe 

and commanding wider ai„ tc guidance of Aly 

majority party, t.a., the W a to. n . f t) yvafti leaders, succeeded in 
Maher Pasha, and owing to the W|g«^ p^ e Minister of Hasra.1 
partially defeating our object ny m 'It j Hlli j liu ] , 10 political support 

Sabry P**-« £ ^SSSfiSTJSf8» Solved a && 

in the counUjr. lull ^nsi.u^ _ f . iTnroufc ami the proclamation of 

crisis, and an eventuality would have involved the diversion of 

British martial law. buchan cc j tront t0 work of internal security. 

a Considerable number ofoiu ^ forces in E"ypt, our military authorities were 
In view of the inadequacy f «J*>f, c avoided. * We accordingly 

S of Ilnssnn S»b- 7 Pasha oml of »*>»** 

[22002] 
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combed of SaadiJliberals and Independents, most os’ whom were ivputeu to 
1 k' favourably disposed towards ns t 

5. I ill ink i here is little doubt ibal King Farouk (and Aly M-i ,or Pa ; ... 

1 i ad been scr i o nsly fr i ghioi>by .the da hgGfr 1 g 1; 1 j 11 ^ L y u ' 11 * J' ■■' 1 ;;. ■! 
involved by ihcir unfriendly policy. I be appointment, there!"iy, i ; i riL'mio' 
In] j, polll Tally weak Prime Minister was a mas'er-sl L'oke In eimp.iv ibis • - ,,J 

wiiile pj^vying for the Palace the power of inlhieneing the policy of the hoi* 
Government from behind the scenes 

G, In attenuation of the attitude of King I'nrouk and Aly Mnl.er l asmo j; 
must be remembered that this period coincided wiiii ibe coda pse in i ''“"e -u . 
the general belief that we would not, be M-le to go on with the war. U was 
dictated hy a genuine fear of the destructive results lor ogypl u, i uue.uev 

Tliis fear was shared by the majority os' the Egyptian puhhc, whose nmndey.ad 
been weakened bv Aly Maher Pasha's ambiguous policy and by Iws reports ox lac 

devastation of Holland, Belgium and Era nee. 

7. In deference to our insistence, Aly Maher Pasha diu not resume hm p i 

as head of the Royal Cabinet, a post which be had Mpt. vavani ■' V ‘"' A 
possible re i urn there, Oil the other hand. Abdel Wflhgb,. UkiH-1 ash a, assist a n l 
head of the Hoy al Cabinet and a even lure of Aiy Manor i ash a, ivma mco as 
acting heat r pointed out to the Prime Minister the iic.rcffi»ty to nppoim mg 
sonic independent and I laisuvorthv |mu-sou as bead ot tlf j^oyal auu^et, and 
1 Isis&in Sabry Pasha made reprmmt,aHons to the Ktn^tn t.m, ^nsc. - 

lids 11 lies;ton'was being discussed King Fajyuk suddenly ;«M a ;; rrn 


this i l uhi ion wnt Unrig discussed King TarnU suddenly issued a :; env, mailing 
official Ilia appointment of Abdel Wahab Ialaal as head pf the Hpynl t ' l '" 1 - 

, /f(r interim} The Prime Minister, with the si rung support m ms ..vup^,. 

objected to (Ms arbitrary act. and King Fa rank. fm-d imho ■<;’ 
r.i.m of lhe Government, anti another major crisis,.siwldtsnh yapp.;'l 

M»mm mb* ** M of **» P rt #- 

j nil iicnee with the King is not great and is, moreover, c >uu«,ei nmul (-i- '[ 
\l v Maher Pasha acLilig throrigh Abild Waha» rnlnni ‘=<»lia. who n-in.iim;. 1 .. 

gtant 1 1 o;t 1 1 of the 1!oy:t 1 Gabmet, the .presence ()i » decent aiul pifixlly tir.itl 
of 'thr Itoval Cabinet greatly faeililateil she irnnsaciion «; iiirivn. biiMi.i-w 
toi l Sl’nl and the Calmv. Genially, the ^m^ion by ■ 
feenX Tons, H assart Sabrv t’asba Ud l launch. |a«l%of the commas..,.. 
MMlimVs in the Administration brought about a detente and a pM^ei 
L , C re in onr current relations with the liforpt.an Govcrnmetit. I t.e 
settlement an,l Croat Itriiain's ^icrossml resistance to German attacks nMlum, 

., __ l. i... . I,, i in iiftiinin' winch hcsttilll hi tlOUol . Ut 


seiHiemoiu anu ijiinnu ... . p k l} t 

11 move favourable atmosphere in the roumry whieli oegan .Ion ,b< 
inevitability of an Axis victory ami to appreciate laater the wlmd the Jbitihli 
connexion ' At. the same time Ahmed Maher Pasha and the ^aadists, witli some 
independent support, began an active campaign for cl-wer cn-<ivroi i»» vt h 
Great BriUiim This campaign was duo lo mixed inohves, Ahmul Munm 1 a>4n 


sim-cvciv believed that the ^dpptotion ol S'^vpts sndcpcndcnrc aim hn x i.u 
ihtere&te lay in eo-operaLion wilh us and in, a itnhsh vmlory. On the athoi hml 


i! is uaneraltv, and no doubt correctly, l-cncvd that Uw campaign was iiiw- 
dusigimii with a view to paving bis way to :he 1'ivmimlup. In this caapm. u 
lie allowed himstelf to be cavriwl away by an excess «l real .in,I mially. by ptvaco.iij, 
immediate Iv-ypiinn partioipn;ton in the war, alarmed public opinmii. "cicn. 
dcmoralisci by Aly Maher Pasha’s dubious aUit.nlo ami Imtiium bvthc sjaniv 


rlmnomnsou oy my a -my* *. T y 

of the dftyastfttions of war. was nut ivady lor such dehmic a.aion. hum haroiyv 
mi Alv Maher P:vslm were dcScruuiLcd lo keep Egypt, om of Uie war and to biv,:k 
AlimwfiMaluu- Pasta over tins issnm Nassau Sfky ghsha in tins struggle was 
a t-Qiiavious or unconscious instrument of llm Palace, hiiNihiug of the conflict 
wltli his Saadi fit rolleagucfi was so peremptory that it was evident tffiuho was 
lianl. on evicting them rattier than on coining to some reasonable nnuproinise wit;, 
iticiii The crisis began by his decision to remove Nokraslii Pasha 1mm t-hc 
inuu-ior to the Ministry of‘l^ij&mie—in itself a perfectly natural ancMtigitiniate 
Ehin^ to do From Llio beginning of his M ndst rv Hassan Sahry Paslm haul 
intoncid to remove Tsokraslu from the IiUerior ami take over tlml ^NuJsirv 
himself- The manner, however, of his handling sd lids delicat, irausicr w.ts 
rmtleas and he irritated the Saadkts move t Sian was nuocwry. At one mo mem 
It. looked ns if his decision was gMng to iavdvo the resignaiu>n of (M SamiiMs 
and even i Smidist-Liberal co-opcratiotj agnnuu himsdu the intervention ot 
the King with Aloha iru-o Aitiiuhoud 1 uslm a no ri Kuruusi. tCii^ JaNn..*, li, i>iu. ,u\ 
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music finally resulted in an acceptance of Nakrashi, I’aahaV 

Ministry of"Finance and of Hassan Sate Pasha s assumption of the Mimstij 

tjf Inter iq ! 1 

g Is goon became evident that tills- was only the first round in the conflict. 
Ahmed Maher Pasha and the San (lists were naturally annoyed al their 
fiti ire, a nd the Prime Minis le r 1 1 ia.de l i t tie el fo v t to to nt 1 i 1 m i e tl lei n Li ie l ta 1 ^ « 
invasion of Egypt and advance to Sidi Bar rani brought matters to a head. 
Ahmed Maher PffishSt made several public declarations to the eMeet Unit this 


of protectorate. Discussions look place uocwccji n.a^du 

Ahmed Maher Pasha as well as between the Prime Munster and his Sar 


dehned by the declaration of Atv Maher Pasha in l a rl lament referred to m 
paragraph 2 above, a declaration which had been subsequently endorsed by the 
present Prime Minister, Although the invasion of the country had actually 
taken place and should, even in accordance with A!y Maher Pasha s declaration, 
have involved Egyptian military reaction, the (.ioyennmuit’s thesis apparently 
was that the Julians were only fighting with the British in a mainly uninhabited 
desert and were not vet attacking Egypt proper. The Saiuhsts retorted that il 
was desirable at any rate lo indicate clearly at what stage oi the Italian advance 
Egypt would regard herself as com pel led to take military action iu her own 

defence. 

y Although these discussions revealed fundamental differences of attitude 
it seemed at the last moment Dial the Saadists were themselves prepared tor a 
compromise. Colleagues of 11 assail Sabry Italia had even suggested that a 
decision should be postponed with a- view to facilitating a compromise. Ihissnu 
Sabry Pasha, however, forced the issue by asking his Sundist ^[leagues point- 
blank, whether or not, they were prepared to acquiesce in his policy of inapt ion 
for the present. Faced with a categorical demand of this nature; the Saadist 
Ministers could hardly fetreat from their position and tendered their resignations. 
A few hours after their resignation a Royal Rescript was published reconstituting 
the Cabinet by a shuffle among its members and without thg introduction of any 
new elements. 

m. This discomfiture of the Saadists was immediately lolLtgvea by a press 
campaign, obviously inspired, designed to show the unreasonahleiie^ of the 
Saadist attitude and even to suggest that the British Embassy and the British 
military authorities supported Nassau Sabry Pasha against the Saadists and 
preferred the abstention of Egypt from participation in the war with a view to 

avoiding the danger of Italian bridling of Cairo.. of our lines of conmumica- 

lion. This suggestion was quite unjustifiable, for our nilihide had been 
persistently thnt”we did not wish to interfere either for or against Egyptian 
participation in the war and that we preferred to leave this matter to the 
un trammelled decision of the Egyptians themselves. 

H | have not failed to represent to the Prime Minister how un desirable 
this suggestion is, but unfortunately il has left the Saadists under the impression 
that we have let them down, The discomfiture of a party recognised as pro-British 
and as prepared for fuller military co operation with us lias naturally discouraged 
our friends and encouraged all those elements who are anxious it? avoid any 
participation in the war at almost any cost; The consequent demoralisation of 
public opinion and of the army lias become a serious factor in the internal 
situation at a moment when the military threat of Italy has Income imminent. 

\ i has also increased the possibility that the Egyptian army, under Ealaee 
directive, will not fight if the Italians attack positions, such as Siwu, entrusted 
to Egyptian forces for defence, and may even he hostile to ns iu the event of a 
successful Italian advance, 

12. Moreover* Ihq quarrel is now assuming the form of a public controversy 
of some dimensions, and a party conflict in which the i 4 rime Minister and the 
Palace, on the one hand, and Dr, Ahmed Maher, on Dm other, arc endeavouring, to 
detach elements from the parties supporting them respectavely. Ahmed Maher 
pasha has just delivered a speech to the " Saadist Youth 11 defending Ids cause 
and criticising his opponents both generally and personally. He is pressing for 

fm&S^ 1 n : i 







15H 

till: immediate lOiivcxuiliuii of IVrliarawit to "«* 1MU »- ,AJ“ 

Minister is al present opposing this demand. but. m any case. 1 mliamenl hul 

3 U, iUe*h P M*r. Data*, in i-arliamenl 

lead to nublic ventilation of arguments lor and age in si li-gy pt s pmhLipaUunm 
the war and involveall sorts of undesirable statements likely im'Lner to l ymora i ^ 
th« Egyptian public and encourage the enemy. 1 have rcjir^nu, to mj me 
Minister the undesirability of these pannes at this critical i^i’O 
difficult to see how now he could put a stop to the funher discn^on ol the= wuo 
Ahmed Maher Pasha is obviously determined to oust Liaasan Sahry 1 ashn, it 
possible aiid eiI the present itmmeni he is said to nave bad some success m 
detaching Liberal elements from the Prime Minister, to the extent rlmt Lie 
Ikivermncut majority in a debate in the Chamber might at E.lm present moment -be 
narrow so narrow as to amount almost to a condemtuition uir the Government .. 
imlicv However, the |H>wer of the Palace over the Deputies of an unrepre¬ 
sentative Chamber is so cousifeeble Lhul il may yet be able to rally trimmers to 
Ilu- Prime Minister and defeat Ahmed Maher Pasha a attempt Lo stoire the fail 
,>f tho Cpveimnrns Such manoeuvres of the Palace would lie facilitated by the 
disinclineLion of Lhc great majority of die Egyptian public to commit Ihemeeh^ 
io In utilities with Italy as Long as they remain doubtful of pur ability to hold 1 ,nk 
the invading army. Although among the youth of the country a growing icelmg 
of shame nl Egypt's inglorious sittiuide is reported and an incliimtioii to suppoit 
Dr Ahmed Maher Pasta, the prevailing factor in the Egyptian mind is doubt 
as loom- ability lo win the war, more especially m Egypt. -Not a lew Ivgyptuuis 
even Maine Great Britain, on whose .sLrengtlj they relied, tor exposing their 
country so the danger of being overrun by the Italians, whom they dislike imp 

despise ^ ,[jnjfiting to note, on the evidence of the Italian broadcasts and 

of Ollier reports, Lhai the Italians are evidently extremely anxious Lo beep Egypt 
out of the war. Although this attitude may lie partly inspired by political 
motives if,, by die reluctance lo indispose Egyptian and Moslem opinion 
generally by armed conflict with the Egyptian nation, it is impossible to avoid 
the suspicion that considerations of military mi vantage also he behind this 
altitude of the Italian Government. 1 he disorganisation of the rear ( Lbjcouiusioi. 
of issue among the population and the army, the organisation oi hH.li column 
activities, sabotage, military treachery, $k\, Eire Ml facilitated by the 
indeterminate situation of a country invaded but no! at war wtih the invader. 
In otiiei words, a forthcoming lialimt offensive would In* greatly facilitated by 
the internal diso.rgipiisatiou which the prdsehl Egyptian ]holivy would encourage, 
This situaliph is aj fr&i&hi engaging my 'mi<& attention and thatol the British 
military mitlmrities. Any striking British victory over the I talian invaderswojilti, 
of course, immedlately lessen the urgency nf this problem, hut any turt.ner Italian 
advance of any importance! may make it acute. 

14 Hitherto the British High Command have lieu! Lhfd our immediate 
advantage lies in an Egyptian abstention for the present from net mi l participu- 
lion in ihe war which might provoke I ulian bombings of Cairo and involve us 
in extensive security ineasnt'cs as a i-nnseq lienee. The problem is whether Ihe 
nsniinued disorganisation id' the rear by 11ulian propaganda and the ambiguities 
of Egyptian policy may riot involve a situation almost as dangerous 

15 n is ddlu nSt to avoid the conviction that Lite King and Alv Maher Pasha 
Imve some deli idle reinsurance arrangement witli St alv, and that, it we are to 
stoE) the internal rot caused by their duplicities, uciion of an energetic nature 
miisi sooner or biter lie taken iigamst them, Ihe question is a! what stage ol tins 
internal deterioration we ah’rill he forced to act. 

HI Tile imumd between llm Ci oven uncut and the Saadists has naturally 
Htamgthoned (he general belief that Bn- Ward's return to power is geLtbig nearer. 
Indeed sneb conflicts between the parti®.composing'anti Wald regimes have in 
he past been ihe prelude to a return of the Wal'd, which. however, was never 
litiallv chert i. I without British in ter von Lion. The Wjtfd tit preseui does noi 

n 1H1 -i, to lEr eager for the mpruiBibiliiten of office mid would probably prefer to 
await the issue of weuls in m Western Desert before getting into a position 
which would involve a positive definition of their policy oil the wan ismie. t hey 
opposed tile Sa:olists rm the question of an iiitmodinte partieipation in the war. 
iVi> oppoaitioLi was due partly to hcatiBtv in the persons of Ahmed Maher and 
\h,krtislii Ihtslms, and pari Iv to the rcalisa’l mu that popular feeling, with which 


the Will’d U iu more intimate emit sic t than oilier parties, was i\ga\m pwi'iicLpa 
lion in (he war. Vet genera I )v the Wal’d h as been declaring thai wiihoui be 
responsibility of office it has not the necessan information l,o_ soriinilate a war 
policy. U continues to insist on a neutral Govarmuout., dissolution ol ihc present 

Pari lament, and free elections as i he panacea cb Eg? !>' s B L tVf4,,] ' 1 l|, ° ulll 1 t : s P 
17 Since the discomfiture of ihe Saadisis, there has been talk cd si 
rapprochement between ilicin and the Wafd, but Ihe hitler has publicly declaimed 

my change of attitude. _ , 

iS The Wafd by itaeonsistenev and intransigence ends Ip inspn mg rcspei 
among a public diagtiated with the opporumism and lack of [inueiple of the otlmr 
contending parties, and always averse to arbitrary Bidaec regimes, ! o-day its 
p rest i ge l s greater than a y eu l ■ ago, and it won Id sweep 11' e cm j mi ry in n ry 
eleciions But th 0 K tng seems determined in h 1 a ppposit 1 on to 11 ie VV ata, an 0 1 ^ 
likely to continue to block its return, Yet the pa&nlnlity of a L mted front formed 
arid imposed on the King under stress of grave external menace cannot be d,s 
regarded Formed ill such .-hvumsiiuvus and in the ambiguous polilnrd a Mims 
pfere created hv a year of war unfavourable to us and of intensive anti British 
intrigue d is possible that such a coalition might wish to impose tmacceptab 0 
coin! ft ions on Anglo-Egyptian co-operat tor. The Wafd is no longer so ame mill e 
to us since it lost confidence last summer in our resolution and power to hantUe 
the internal situation in accordance with our desiderata• Mmy other b-gypMans 
have lost theheaUhv helief that we could, whenever we liked, dmpe thin-s peb|u al 
in Egypt according to our desires, r l he W&jd Sahd any allies in a l uded Front 
might" well be more aggressive than the similar combination in Mu bn when 
Great Britain’s prestige in Egypt was far greater than to-day. 

B) An import ul 11 feature of the presen! situalinn is me luereasing ami 
inspired ventilation of cl cm and a for drastic treaty revision, and even lor Egyptian 
territorial aggrandisements, as i\ price for Egyptian WMtpeniLmnmn the wrsr. 
British evacuation of Sgypt and the Buiir is now being mem Honed as an 
Egyptian desideratum which it is to England s interest to satisfy l do not 
propose to enlarge on this question in this despatch, as it requires more spephe 
t.i’CiltinctU than is appmgii'iate in a ge|eial review of the political situ an on mioh 
demands are, however^ very rcieyimL to the present uTisni is factory 1 il ton nil 
situation, as they coincide with Italian propaganda, which is never tired <d 
assert iEtg that Italy will have no design, military or other, a gainst Egypt om:t l 
the factor of British occupation has been removed. 

20 in conclusion, it is desirable to lwur in mind that, though Alv MoLier 
Lusha inis been removed from the Premiers])ip. his influence through King bamiik 
is still the predominating factor in the policy and attitude of the Egyptian 
Government. King Faroulds disregard of the res|Hmsih<bue* and the proprieties 
of rule together with his continued eccentricities, have inspired doubts among 
Egyptians % to whether His Majesty is really quite normal. Indeed, ami mg 
friendly Egyptians the feeling is expressed t-haL, as long as he is no 1 lie tbi'otie. 
there will be no hope of decent government or loyal co-opt!rat urn with ns 

f have, &c, 

MITES W, LAM PSD.N. 


J 2194/92/10 


No. ihfl 


Viscount Halt fat' to Sir 1/. Luitipaim (f'wro). 

! jji L , ) Fon-itj u nfjwe , No rent her '27, 19 4fl. _ 

■ yOL;R iclcgram No. 157:? [of 20th November (kmvera.aLion with ILassem 

Vivn'iw that choice of new Prime Minister L very HiilUtnctory, atid 1 led 

that ibis is large I v due to your influence and elloiis 

2 Please atisure liusHein Sirry Pnslia <it my sincere daairc to nj1hdnn:iiij 
w fth him on basis of complete frankness mid intimacy. He has tlw conhdem e atid 
iruod wishes of Mis Majesty's Dover 11 men! m Ins task. 


’imv 












91 


ibs 


150 


| J 2104;0S/I6j tfoi 107 ' 

Sir ill. Lampoon to 1 iticvwit j\ (Member 20.) 

rrlwf^nilie \ Caiffit Member 36, 1940. 

fN the ('hainber im-1 tfennte Inst night the Prime Minister « * lTOPt 
statement of the policy of the new Government, which* he «ud. was the htll)ie «=» 
that outlined in the Speech from the Throne, winds constituted tlie programme 

h a 1 Ifctoid me to-day that his fllitemmH had been well received and that 
L^vcu the Wafd, who ooulj not openly approve, Imd told hnn aiterwavds ttwU, m 

fact, they did. 




J 2161/1562/16| &>- » 

sir M. Lampion to Y Unmet rfalifm.—(RmiM Sortmbtr SO.) 

\r‘ > lV!vf' ) Cairo, November 1(5, 19W, 

1 [ HAVE (lie honour Ui inform your Lordship that Mr. Anthony ]'- d ™' 
Secretary of State for War, accompanied hy Major Sudden, arrive.] ni Ujrpt 
on Monday, the 14th October, and, after a lour of the ton** in the Middle KM. 
left for England again oil ’Wednesday, (lie 0th November, . . 

2 The first two days of Mr, Eden's visit were occupied m making eoutaa 
with the Egyptian authorities and in discussions with the British 
Command On the evening of his arrival he called, accompanied by inyseD, on 
the 1’riine Minister at his house, and oft the after,,..•,,,•( the If fe&Ete 
accompanied hr myself, had an aml.mioe with Bin* atjtailli Mir. Lden 

presented His Majesty with a letter from I he King. Arecordoflfr Edens 
conversation on this occasion was contained in ray tolegia_m No. 1307 of tne 
15th October. Mr. Edens conversations witii the Prime Monster »c« ml 
satisfactory, and the latter was greatly pleased at seeing the beeietary ut Mate 
and hearing first-hand news of the situation in Great- Britain, 

a a On wednascltiy, the 16th October, Mr. Eden met. the.American, furkish 
mid Greek Ministers in lunch lit the embassy, and m the at ten loop saw jepre- 
itimat-ives of the British and Egyptian press at General Headquarters Middle 
l?Si* and gave fen an informal talk & the progress at tlij war and on the 
manner io whirl, the German air raids were being tjel by He Bnlish public 

4 On the 1 7th October Mr. Eden left by air for 1 a lest i tie and lions 
iordania.'where lie visited Lhc British forces, and returned toUuro an the 19th, 
having inspected the camps in llie Canal Area on Ins return journey. 

£ On the evening of the 10th Mr. Eden attended n reception nl the cmliBssy 
id members of the Egyptian Treaty delegation, the present ( abittet and leading 
British residents. lie was thus enabled to renew many previous acquaintances 
with Egyptian personalities, and an atmosphere id marked cordiality prevailed 
amongst members of all the political parties. Aly Maher Pasha was alone in 
dfeclinintr an invitation to attend, 

I On Mondav, the 2tel Hotelier, Mr. Eden led. for a tour oi the Western 
Hcsei-i with General Wilson, and on his way back visited Alexandria, where, 
umoiiusi Other things, he inspected the Polish com in gent. Mr Men was able 
m Alexandria to m j'or himself the port and coastal dclcnces which have *eii 
organised there and to discuss various problems with the Earo.maiKler-m-chiet, 

7 On his return to Pairu on Thursday, the 24th, Mr. Eden dined at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs with Lhc Prime Minister and after dmner had u 
loute (.‘onvei^autui with him, which was reported to voiir Lordship ill my telegram 
No° 1370 of the Satli October. On the 2nth October he visited the Australian 
imi Now Zealand camps at Hoi wan and Maadi, and in the evening took lea with 
Prince Mohiumucd Aly, The morning of Saturday ;1 the 2Utli. VEflJ tiiUcn up with 
(jonferemrs jmd in the a i lor noon visits wore paid to the Erench National 
Committee, where he made a brief address, the Service l lubs uud the Angio- 
Egyptimi Fnion. 


s. On Monday, the 28th October, Mr. Eden left by air for the Sudan. It 
hud hmi doubtful whether he would return id Egypt, hut the outbreak of war 
between Itnlv and Greece altered matters and he returned to Cairo on the 
1st November, He finally left for England by Sunderland flying-boat on 
Wednesday* the tith November. 

t). Owing to the Rairtun holiday and the absence of King Furouh from 
Cairo, Mi\ Ecfen did not have el further andtenets with the King, hut advantage 
wan taken of his return to have further talks with the Prune Minister., which 
were once mare of an entirely satisfactory nature, and with Haasaneiii Pasha. 

ia I have not in this despatch touched on the questions, political and 
military, which were discussed during Mr. Eden s visit. As regards politics, 
these have already been reported to your Lordship under their stink rate headings 
by myself; as regards (he military side, that is not directly within my province 
and lias doubtless been covered by the Loin mender-in-chid. Middle East, 1 am 
addressing this despatch to your lordship primarily for purposes of record, and 
to express again my warm sense of appreciation for Mr. Edens most helpful 
visit, which has had a tonic and most invigorating effort on British and 
Egyptians alike, and has done an untold amount of good, l trust that Mr. Eden 
may be able to pay a further visit to Egypt at an early date. The physical strain 
upon Mr. Eden must have been very great ; his ready response to every call made 
upon him was the subject of universal comment. As your Lordship is aware* 
Mr. Eden occupies a special place in Lite minds of Egypt, and of the Egyptian 
public through his close associations with the negotiations of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Treaty. It must have been a mattei of satisfaction to Mr. Eden to see at first 
hand how well tltftt. treatv has stood the acid lest of war. I should wfoh to record 
my deep sense of personal gratitude to Mr. Eden for having spared the time 
once more to visit Egypt, His visit has done infinite good from every angle. 

I have, M. 

MTLE3 W, LAMPOON, 


LJ 2249,32/16 ] No- 1159. 

Sir AI. Lawpsmi to Viscount Halifax—(Received Lht&mbvr l,) 

(No, 1643.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Notember 30* 1940, 

PRIME Minister endeavoured to draw me to-day regarding our intentions 
in respect of next year’s cotton, crop. I told him not to rush things: we were 
paying over £30 million for this year's crop and could not be expected to worry 

yet about the next. , , 

2. He said there was n question down for answer in Parljanient, lie would 
like to reply that negotiations were In [irogrees with me. 1 replied fet H& could 
not say that, for it was quite untrue, I Strongly advised having question with¬ 
drawn; or, if that failed, returning perfectly noncommittal reply If he said 
anything which could be read in Loudon as endeavour to tush His Majesty's 
Government, result could only be unfortunate. 

3. Prime Minister seemed to agree, but continued that, after all, both he 
and f must know in our hearts that we should ham to buy the next crop, I replied 
that that, was as might be mid ! would not pretend I had md raised the matter 
with your Lordship: but my nil vice to him was that it was essentially one of 
those matters that should not be rained prematurely 


[J 2193/02/161 m 171), 

Sir M. lamjtson to Viscount flaii/a r.- Qlrvch^J December 2.) 

(m . 1634.) 

(Telegraphic,) R. Hiteo, Mtn'ntibn' 30* 1941). 

WEEKLY uppredatiou. 

No important development since last week's report save death of Minister 
of Defence. For the moment Prime Minister will act m such„ 

2. Greek successes continue to have heartening effect. 






ICO 

[J 2194/02/16] 171 - 

Sir M. L,im t mn to VUctiunt IMfux.- (Received Uetembt t 2.) 

ilSlSSiS.) Cab*. Naombtr 30.1940. 

I ravi- the^Pnnic Ministei' m e w jfl in |>iM' a S r »p!h WV* ri, ‘ w:li ' 

much plaa&ed. 


[J 2238/02/16] ^ 172 

$$ M. Limpton to Vismmt Halifw.-WemMl December 8.) 

(No. Itt7J-) Cairf, December 5, 1940. 

ee fjA^SAN SADKK appointed Minister for War and Bedawi Minister of 
Finality. 


[J 2193/92/161 Na 173 - 

Sir M. I.nmp.ioti to Viscount Halifax.- (Rect’inffl December it.) 

,, cair6 - *> iemb * r 7 - im - 

Oitlv important' development tins been unexpected ministerial 
imported in iny telegram No, $71, regarding which see my ui&cdtalely follow 

lefegnun. 

Improvement in public morale imuivtaineih 

My impression of Prime Miniver's loyalty ami incudhness growv. 


j J 2238/92/16] K°- 174 

Sir M. Lawmen to Viscount December 9.) 

&S c) i67j m December 7 - wu 

'niiis immiBei'letl development is il rough! to have been imposed by the Kin" 
„„ tta PriTEr and’inspired by Ali Maher, with wheyn Be. law » g«* 
knowledge nf uentrrtl governmental machine, his undoubted ecunpeunit atnl 
inhexibifity of character ns well ns temperamental difference lH.l«wni hiiii arid the 
Prime Minister may well make him Loo weighty and awkward an ck iu ui m 
tlje Cabinet. HU addiction to legal l.mi splitting and xenophobic tDiidenmos 
mav complicate Hie handling of current business Willi us. His appointment is 
thoLh! to umstitnte « SCtfe for Sim end Hessenei,.. end a mam 
Mrilioi who, realising the danger 01 isolation, is reported to Ik* woi king haul 
for- tire union of all Palace (Bid pro-Palnee elements, of which no douht he tropes 

*' ^ a"" Fillin*' of Ministry of War is also thought to be rr move ngitiitst l he ] rujiTl 
lit U ibiitei] u. Prime Minister of including Swulirt* in the Cabinet, a tendatrev 
which has alarmed the Liberals. Ahmed Maher, since ln» re-election as Iresi.leul 
of Chamber, and emmrragcd no doubt by improvement n. public morale due to 
Hil» 0 reftk viclerics and British navul successes as well as by unti-Italian Uvlmg 
m-ovoked by the recent heavy air raid on Alexandria. has been show mg signs of 
m^ftirirKis views on Egyptian partimpition mthe war—n policy to which 
the Vhdciee is still opposed. Apprehensions o the Palace W$ bfimfcmy 
combined to bring about this move to block the way to return ot SaudiaU to the 

^ \brjvc is still partly speculative and it is as yet too soon to ionn u 

definite opinion on the sjgmhcimoe of this development 


[J 2280/15112/18] No. 175, 

Viscount Halifax to Sir M* Lamp. ion (Cairo}, 

{No* 1492.) 

(Telegraphic-) Norelya- Office x December 10, 1040, 

IN view of military situation, it occurs to me ihat this might bo a favourable 
moment for getting Egyptian Goveiniiiont to make declaration ot war, which 
would have favourable repercussions elsewhere. 

I should be glad if you would consult Com mender-iii'chief and let mi- know 

your views 


[J 2180/92/161 No. 178. 

Sir M. Ltiirepson to Mr. Eden.—(Received December I,) 

(No. 1034.) 

My Lord, Cairo, No amber 22, 1840. 

' WITH reference to my telegram No, 1541 oJ 1 the 18th November, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith personalities sheets lor the four members of the 
Cabinet whose racords have not previously been submitted. 

1 have. &x\ 

MILES W. LAMPSON. 


Enclosure in No. 178. 

Hassan Sadek Bey. 

Appointed Minister of Finance, Hussein Sirry Pasha's Ministry, the 

loth November, 1940. 

Educated in Egypt and at London University, ILSe, p I h.lX A fellow oi the 
Geological Society.’ ' President of l lnstitut d l?|ypte and Vice-Pmi|ent of (he 
Eoyal Geographical Society of Egypt. . __ . e „ 

Was Controller of the Mines Department and recently Undersecretary of 
State in the Minis!rv of Fmauoe, A competent official with high technical 

r,UU S® n 5xcelllt English, and lias throughout his careen worked well with 

Etiglisli officials. , , . iaAl . A - 

‘ Isafirm believer in Anglo -EgypHauL-o^pe. aLion t and is rtmirnmn, 1648 41, 

of the AnglO’ Egyptian Union. 

Independent in politics. 

Mnitre Abdel Mfinairf fbmhm Snhh Bey. 

Appointed MLiiistcr of Cqjnmunicatidns and Supplies, llu»seiu Sirry Has ha's 
Ministry, (he 15th November. 1940. 

Deputy for Et fiadatd (A#iut). , 

l iberal ConstitutLbiiiilist and a cousin oi Moiiamed Mahmoud ! ashu, wliose 
"chef de cabinet. 11 lie was in 19&H 39, when he refund to accept aim 

eiftolumonts.^^ ^ a of the State Economic (hnutcil, Speaks Frendi 

better than English, having taken a biw hIc^ivc in 

Was Miuiafeei for Supplies in Hnesan Sahi v s ( abinet, the 28th June. 194H 

Well-disposed to ua. 

Mohamed A brfel Gat 'd Sinara Bey* 

A \ i po in t ed Min is t e r of Soei a \ A ff* lira, 11 uase in Sdry Pasha’s Minmt rv, 1 1 jc 

* t)l ^' foi^Khlfr Hedawi-obUiulim. Uakabalia Province, of wliich he is u 

landed DidDfisfcoh Liberal Const i tu E Loiudist. , 

th-aduated at the Faculty of Law and became an advocate, luti has not 

pm A 8 wry^* > «*?^f of tin* Liberal Ognatituttonalist party, and he bn* fur 
many years been striving for mmisterbil office. 









m 


Saleh Younes Pasha 

Appointed Minister of National lie fence. Hussein Si fry Pasha’s Ministry, 
the 15th November, 194(1 

Began his career as n Parquet official anti rose to be " chef du 1 arquet, am] 
later worked ns an advocate, where he distinguished himself. 

Was at one time Mud if and has recently been a I toy a 1 ■Uounselloi 1 , 

A pleasant and friendly man who has the reputation of being genuinely 
sympathetic towards the British, 

Of no political party. 


[J 22B1 92/16| 


No. 177. 


Sir M. Lfimpsm to Viscount Halifax. -(Rwu<■<■•</ December 11.) 


(No. 1705.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 10, 1940., 

PRIME Minister is greatly pleased ar. our success in Western_ Desert, 
regarding which Commander-in-chief, Middle East, has been keeping him fully 
a n eouraSi t . H i « 1 l xoe lbs icy a rd ently hopes f or recaptn m <)f Harrat l i. 

2. His Excellency has agreed to Commander-in-uhiei’« request tins morning 
that Egyptian mobile brigade should bring back lLallan'-prisoners id war, 

g h Speaking of inlgfrifll situation, his Excellency estimates that influence of 
Ali Maher with King Farouk is waning slightly. He tells me that All Maher 
is greatly uicetised that Prime Minister now has such close access to His 
Mamgty that spies of Ali Maher arc unable to report wlmt passes; that Ali Maher 
was incautious enough to say this to someone in the Palace in Prime Minister s 
pay, Prime Minister confirms that Haaaanem is slowly gaining in uillnfmee. 
Both Hassanein and Prime M inistor now completely ignore Abdul Waliab Ulaat, 
wilo is still Alt Maher's chief agent’in the Palace. _ 

4. Shdmc Minister once more characterised Ali Mahers past influence upon 
King Earouk as 44 criminal/’ One difficulty now was to undo the harm done. 

\ l referred to Bedawi IhmUa’s appointment as Minister of i'inance (see 



i-LHi very closely associated with Ali Maher and his ngirne. Prime Minister 
'H tutcc replied that we could set our minds at rest; Bcd&wi Pasha had completely 
broken with Ali Maher, as he knew for a fact that the hitler’s misuse of ability 
was unBiirppsed, Bedawi should prove the most vaUmlde member of bis Cabinet. 

(h Bedawi [m \ ref|rrbd with some anxiety to seriousness ot losses to our 
shipping and continued damage from air raids, i told him that the morale of the 
British "public never stood higher; and that ... 

rtiderable, very large convoys were arriving safely nil the time. 


and that, though shipping losses were con- 
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No. 17a 


Vimnuit ffalifuy to Sir M Lamp to a (Cairo), 

Foreign O-jjjfccs, December 12, 1.040, 


(No. 15(14.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

MY telegram No. 1492. . , , 

I f you and General Officer Commanding concur, u seems to us that great. 

trtuHil would be derived from Egypt inn entry into the war. 1 n preset ^nation 
Effypt eon Id surely assume greater responsibility for her own detente thus 
Liberating our troops, if necessary, for operations elsewhere, bcale of 
possible air attack on Egypt must be greatly reduced. 


any 



1 Ii seems to us that this would be a most inopportune time to press 
Egyptian Government to make a declaration of war. Present ! rime Minister 
ami'Government seem inclined to do everything possible to assist in proseeut on 
6f war. They could, for instance. semi Egyptian mobile iorce and Egyptian ships 
to help bring back Italian prisoners, We do not sec that wj 

ho [rained in Egypt by a declaration of war, H docs not seem likely that- aut i a 
decoration at a moment when invaders are_being driven from 
would be likeh to have favourable repercussions in any quarter, and it ni n h 
\ % rovoke comi urn 1 1 wl i ich would be wound mg to Egyi >.ti#D our pnrprf ■. It might 

also load to air attack. 

a We therefore recommend that Egyptian Government should m>£ at 
present he pressed to declare war. thcugU should they desire to do so of then own 

free wilt it “wotild not Ijc f)oJuse to pivvi-nt them- , ■ ^ 1 

4. From ]i[>UlitAl angle, I may add that if Egypt declares war she will ft el 
site has a right to be reipieseftited and to put forward claims ai the i ■ ■ > - 
term 11 'e. These claims mighl lcinharra ski ng. There i s alwavs t»e 1 to 1 Miat nt end 
i)i' war Egypt will demand drastic treaty revision, and any such demand might 
lie fori.iheal by Egyptian partiotyNtfion in the war. i here is also the embarrassing 

imssil>i!itv of territorial claims by Eg®, e g r in Libya._ 

5 ft nevertheless. Mis Majesty’s Government decide that favourable eflccl 

mvateil in other countries would outweigh above disadvantages it. may *jj® 
Egyptian Government would respond to a inquest to declare war ou Italya iLk 
much .mmilfir (^position, But this is by no means uertaui and they m gill 
anvhow attempt to attach conditions now. Prime Minister happened to toll me 
oJy yesterday that he was being pressed by Ahmed Maher to dechire wiw. am 
w>ib exnlaining to him thai he regarded it as very inopportune. It would ictm < 
nic world too g much of Italy’s action in waiting till Prance was beaten befoic 

bad now been driven out of Egypt.. He the Pri«* 
u:,. : tIo .liiTirnli to nersuadc into war at this moment, 


■, C<iv% Dect uilwr IS, 194(1, 

IE Minister called this evening to convey formally to His Majesty s 
nt congratulations of Egyptian Government upon the magmticeiU 
Lhc Western Desert, of which ijfeexpi'esaed utmost admiration, Logpthei 
jiraiffest tribute to the Prime Minister. 1 undertook to report at once 

[is Excellency next enlarged at kmgtli upon loyalty ot his sent humus 
Britain S hear him out that for years he has never wavered m Ins 
that together our two countries sank or swam. He need hardly toll 
ll the worst wave re rs, such as Bidki, were flocking to congniltuuto bun 
isii victory The effect upon Egyptian public opinion had been electric. 
Lc then asked whether I could toll hrni officially if there were any 
„ga □!, the part of the Egyptian Government of winch we bad to 
! 1 replied that 1 felt iustihed in siting that, on the contrary, we 

















|J 2280'1562/16] Na lm. 

Viieottnt II til if a* f' to Sir M- /- dfaipson (Cairo), 

(No. 1555.) 

(Tolegrtiultic.) Forrim iUcrmbrr Ltt, I MO. 

TOC it telegrams Nos. 17*26 and I73VI [of 13th ami 14 th December: F.g) ptinn 
non-belligerency] 

i agree that in all the ei mini stances there is no \ repeat no j advantage in 
pressing the Egyptian Government- to enter the war at the present time. 


uadi fall) nil our racnlcats 
tried that tie would a I way « 
nit forward. If he ahumd 
explain frankly what they 
similar basis of complete 


| J 2198/92/16] No, 181. 

Sir :U. Lawi'pwn to Viscount // {Rec&ived Dcctffliber 14.) 

(Telcgrapiiic,) <?«">, 14 ’ 1M0 - 

(E.) WEEKLY appreciation. _ . 

Reaction to news of British victory in Western Desert has been general. 
Jubilation among Egyptian public, who miw hope that they are relieved of 'ears 
of invasion and f ? l)omb]in# British stock has soared. Indications are that 
Waffl and extreme Nationalist elements are apprehensive that Great Britain may 
now itc in too strong a position to In? blackmailed successfully. (End or tv.) 

Jh'imc Minister continues t.o lie most helpful lass, example being his agreeing 
lo use of Egyptian troops and transport for handling of Italian prisoners m 


! J 2289/92/16] No. 185. 

Sir M. jjimpsoit to Viscount Hall fur, -(Revived Deem her 22.) 

(No. 1784.) 

(Telegraph i c.) Cairo, Decvtii her 2 1, J 9 4< I . 

ftEEKEY apprecini ion. 

Ahmed Maher and the S&adists encouraged by British successes and 
supported by some Liberalshave, with a view to promoting return of the Saadis to 
to power, renewed their activity for a more precise declaration by the Govern¬ 
ment regarding conditions of Egyptian participation in the defence of Egypt. 
A stormv debate was expected on 10th December on the add less Speech Irani the 
Throne, but lho debate was pq&tponted to 23rd December with a view to negotia¬ 
tions with the Saadists, Negotiations between (he Prime Minister, .Mohammed 
Mahmud (who was apparently desirous qf an agreement) and Ahmed Maher, with 
;i view to I he introduction of Saadist Ministers into the Cabinet in number equal 
to the Liberals* broke down, is is believed, owing to the refusal of (lie Prime 
Minister to meet the Saadist demands regarding the definition of policy by the 
(I overt i merit in regard lo the war and allocation of Ministries to the Baa diets, l be 
Prime Minister, i'lutul with (be prospect of solid Saadist opposition and 
consequent difficulties in IMrliameut.. is reported to he contemplating ihe grant 
of one more portfolio to i he Liberals with a view to rallying Lo his support I liberal 
malcontents who have been coquet ting with Ahmed Maher. 

2. Although the British successes continue more fully to impress ihe public 
and political circles, air raids and alarms in Alexandria and Gaira during the 
past two days have made the Egyptians realise that they arc not vet secure from 
bombing. This reminder may serve i he Prime Minister in his noli Leal difficulties, 
as it will not he difficult to persuade timorous Egyptians that the adoption of more 
forward policy of Ahmed Maher may expose Egypt to heavier Italian bombing. 


|J 2280/1562/10] No. 182. 

Sir M- Lumpson to Viscount Uahtii-r.-'f^H roar erf licccmhfi Id.) 

I Telegraphic.) ' D *W>* r 11 l640 ' 

YOITR telegram No. 1504 crossed my telegram No. 1726. 

2 I have once more consulted with Gnmmimdor m-ctuef and I ( Air Omcer 
tloiruiiancling'j-in-chief, Middle East, who both arc of opinion that the Egyptian 
tmnv and air I’m-cc could take no greater part in the defence of the country i 

Efitv'nt declares war. They seem to me to be right. 

° L 14 Ail Offer Commanding-in-chief considers there is no reason lo suppose 
that the scale of the possible Italian air attack has Ljjsn greasly reduced. I hey 
siill have #0G bombers in Libya capable of reaching Cairo if they decided to use 
tlicm, and their fighters on the Western Desert front continue to outnumber oure 

bv four to one. t , ,, 

" 4 There is of course the outside psychological factor which is rum)tv 

wit lain ntv province U> iud]fc.bul. viewed from lucftl single. Hat i* nol mil weighed 


[J 2280/92/16] No. I8B 

Sir M. Lumpxoit to Viscount Halt fa*. — {Rewired Dream hri* 29.) 

(No. 1835.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 2 8, (949. 

MY telegram No. 17*4. 

Three secret sessions in Chamber on Saudist demand for more precise 
declaration regarding conditions of Egyptian] participation in defence of Egypt 
led to a Govcianneni victory bv 122 votes against 68. with a comddcrahte number 
of abstentions. The mimal&nnl statement on which the Government demanded 
the vote of confidence reaffirmed the decision of 12th June (see my telegram 
No, 592). The statement affirmed that Urn conditions had been adequately 
executed; that Egypt's ally bad on diverse occasions thanked the Egyptian 
Government For its coU&tornt inti, and 1 hat l lie necessary' measures bad been I a ken 
and word icing taken by the Egyptian Govcinmctu to insure the defence of Egypt, 
Text by bag. 

2. The Prime Minister would have pieferred agreemi'iLi wilh the Saadisfs, 
and may still endeavour to secure their cooperalion in order to avoid parliii 
meniary difficulties, 

3, ' in the Shark in by-eledion the Brimc Minister implemented the recent 
promise that he would not interfere with the liberty of the erections, Asa result, 
the Wafd candidate.. n brother of All Shnmsi, was elected by it substantial 
majority over a Saadist opponent. 


fj 2300/23/161 No, 

Sir M, iutmpmn to Viscount Ifdiffw,—{ltecriwd December 16,) 

Caif0 ' Dmmber 18 > 1040, 

MV immediately preceding telegram. 

During the long general conversation \ha\ iol owed, the Emne Mid mloi a- 
fall that Bianrittl pUslion Was bettor that, to hnd tMiciMtod. 1‘t^atl of the 
anticipated deHcit of £4 million, it appeared that U would only to *4 *»»««"• 
,. m | he proposed to cut down on certain items of expenditure. He would not 

have to call Son reserve fund, which be admitted wM, t<> aB 
exhausted being umv nwinly Egypt’s own paper. I suggested that he miaht- have 
to consider increased taxation, to which he agreed ai once adding tlmi it should 
m t be difficult to iticrca^ present datehoe-t4x, which was w fact a icry low form 
of supertax (qf I |>er ecm.i. ! suggesLqcl that M he raised it to 1« per cent, that 
would .dve him bis £2| million extra to moot, his expect^P deficit. 













